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VOL.  I. 

SECOND  EDITION. 

LONDON  : 
J.  G.  F.  &  J.  RIVINGTON. 

MDCCCXLIV. 


jègnol).  îLaotncî n.  can.  lvii.  a.  d.  ccclxiv. 

OY  A  El  EN  TAIZ  KÎ2MAI2  KAI  EN  TAIZ  XSÎPA12  KA0I2TAZ0AI  EIH2KOIIOY2, 

AAAA  IIEPIOAEYTAZ. 


ïStïiovus  i^tcrcator. 

NON  OPORTET  IN  VILLiIS  ET  VICIS  EPISCOPOS  ORDINARI,  SED  l^tSÎlatOrcS,  m  EST, 
QUI  CIRCUMEANT,  CONSTITUI. 


©onctl,  Œumcn.  can.  xin.  a.d.  dcccl. 

PROPTER  ASSIDUAM  ERGA  POPULUM  DEI  CURA  M,  SINGULIS  PLEBIBUS  3rcf)iprf&bg- 
ttlOS  PR.EESSE  VOLUMUS;  QUI  NON  SOLUM  IMPERITI  VULGI  SOLLIC1TUDINEM  GERANT, 
VERUM  BTIAM  EORUM  PRESBYTERORUM,  QUI  PER  MINORES  TITULOS  HABITANT, 
VITA  M  JUGI  CIRCUMSPECTIONE  CUSTODIANT,  ET  QUA  UNUSQUISQUE  INDUSTRIA  DITI- 
NUM  OPUS  EXERCEAT,  EPISCOPO  SUO  RENUNTIENT. 


Gibson's  <£oï)a  %ux,  ïztde$.  tit.  xlii.  cap.  vin. 
The  €Ef)Orfpiscopi  had  the  inspection,  under  the  bishop,  of  the  clergy  in 

THE  COUNTRY,  AND  OF  THOSE  PARTS  OF  THE  DIOCESE  WHICH  WERE  REMOTE  FROM 
THE  EPISCOPAL  SEE  J  TILL,  IN  THE  COUNCIL  OF  LAODICEA,  ANN.  3G0,  IT  WAS  OR- 
DAINED, THAT    NO  BISHOPS  SHOULD    BE    PLACED   IN  COUNTRY   VILLAGES,  BUT  ONLY 

riEPiOAEYTAi,  Itinerant  or  Visiting  }|3resb»ters. 


Non  abs  re  mihi  vifum  eft  fore,  fi  qusepiam  afferrem,  ut 
faciliùs  ad  memoriam  revocarentur  fanctiffima  priorum  inftituta, 
quibus  obfervatis,  noftra  Christiana  respublica  et  aucta  eft  femper 
et  confervata.  joh.  franc,  pici,  mirandvlje  domini,  De  Reformandis 
Moribus  Oratio.  FASCICULUS  RERUM,  p. 417. 

WENTY  years  have  nearly  pajjed  away  Jince  my 
attention  was  firjl  directed  to  the  fubject-matter  of 
thefe  volumes  ;  and  fcarce  lefs  than  half  that  period, 
Jince  the  former  edition  was  committed  to  the  prefs. 
During  the  interval  from  the  latter  date,  I  have  not 
been  unmindful  that  a  fécond  imprejjion  might,  at 
fome  future  day,  be  called  for  ;  and  with  that  view  I  have  availed 
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m!).IW  °f  everif  opportunity  which  has  offered  of  gathering  additional 
information  to  illuftrate  it1. 

The  period  is  now  arrived  at  which  that  call  is  made;  and,  being 
prepared  for  it,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  refpond  to  it  without  delay  ; 
nay  more—fo  long  as  the  Church  folicits  information  on  this  subject, 
to  fupply  it,  at  my  own  rifk,  in  the  fullejî  and  mojl  attractive  form 
I  can. 

If  it  has  been  my  privilege,  as  I  am  told  in  reference  to  the  former 
edition  of  thefe  notes,  "  to  render  an  acceptable  fervice  to  the  Church, 
by  a  feafonable  addition  to  the  hijlory  of  ecclejiajtical  difcipline — in 
a  department  wherein  Thomajjin,  Van  Efpen,  Gibfon,  Burn,  Bingham, 
and  others,  whofe  compilations  are  confidered  to  be  the  mojt  elaborate 
and  complete  in  their  kind,  are  eJJ'entially  defective  " — /  can  only  fay 
that  I  am  mojt  grateful  for  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of  fo  far 
ferviug  the  injîitutions  of  the  Church  ;  and  I  trujî  that  the  prefent  new 
and  improved  edition  may  be  found  further  helpful  to  the  fame  holy 
caufe.  It  is  indeed  matter  of  heartfelt  thankfulnefs  to  an  obfeure  in- 
dividual, in  the  retirement  of  a  country  parfonage,  to  have  been  allowed 
by  a  feries  of  publications,  from  time  to  time  renewed,  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  thofe  in  the  higher  places  of  the  Church  to  the  utility  and 
importance  of  a  branch  of  our  diocefan  fyjiem,  which  for  many  centu- 
ries lutd  been  fo  generally  and  unaccountably  forgotten.     Since  the 


(')  The  only  works  of  which  I  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure  a  fight,  when 
my  former  edition  was  publiflied,  viz.  Zeltner's  Tractatus  de  ^eriolieutte  Veteris 
Ecclejîœ  Rejtituendis,  and  Schmidt's  Dijfertutio  de  j&gnofcte  Archidiaconorum  et 
&tchtpresbgtcrorum  in  Germaniâ,  I  have  fince  had  an  opportunity  of  confulting  ;  but 
I  find  nothing  in  thofe  compilations  which  my  own  refearches  had  not  already 
realized  to  my  readers.  I  mention  this  here,  as  in  my  former  preface  thefe  works 
were  anxioully  inquired  after. 
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publication  of  Archdeacon  Priante' s  little  Tract1 — the  firjt  of  the  fries 
alluded  to — entitled,  A  brief  account  of  the  nature,  ufe,  and  end  of 
the  office  of  btan  rural,  with  copions  annotations  by  the  editor 
(A.D.  mdcccxxxii.),  the  inftitution  has  been  partially  revived  in  ahnojl 
every  diocefe  of  England,  in  fome  few  of  Ireland— for  in  fome  it  before 
exijied, — and  has  even  been  introduced  into  the  Colonies2. 

Though  far  from  infenfible  to  this  fact,  and  to  the  general  approval 
bejioived  on  my  refearches  by  the  Clergy  at  large,  and  by  thofe  more 
efpecially  who  are  engaged  in  diocefan  government,  I  regret  that  I  am 
ftill  compelled  to  fpeak  of  the  revival  as  partial  and  incomplete. 
/ JJiould  accept  as  my  moft  cherijhed  reward  the  practical  adoption  of 
the  entire  adminiftrative  fyftem,  of  which  I  am  the  humble  advocate. 
— But  this  is  not  yet  realized.  Our  diocefan  economy  is  fill  defective. 
<tRural  &eanrt£S,  it  is  true,  exift  as  cantonments  of  all  our  ancient 
diocefes  ;  while  rural  trcans  are  fill  wanting  m  fome,  rural  chapters 
in  almoft  all.  With  the  utmoft  deference  I  would  afc,  why  Jhoidd 
this  be?  why  fioidd  we,  in  any  inf lance  or  degree,  repudiate  what 
our  forefathers  found  experimentally  fo  helpful  to  local  order  and 
difcipline  in  the  Church?  7/*îïeanrtcs  are  to  be  kept  up,  why  not  their 
supErintenïicnts ?  and  if  îïcans  are  admi/Jible,  why  not  chapters? 
Why  Jhould  we  fever  what  the  Church  of  old  always  united?  Why, 
in  Jhort,  Jhould  not  ïïfans  and  chapters  co-exiji  in  every  iïEanrrj  of 


(')  Reprinted  in  the  Slppcntitï,  Vol.  n.  Salisbury  Documents. 

(2)  I  have  pleafure  in  recording  that  rural  ticang  are  acknowledged  in  feveral  Acts 
of  Parliament  of  late  years,  as  concerned  in  the  ecclefiaftical  adminiftration  of  the 
Empire;  and  that  his  Grace  the  Lord  Primate,  in  his  Charge  delivered  at  his  ordi- 
nary vifitation  in  September  mdcccxl.,  expreffly  ftates,  that  "  Their  authority,  which 
has  hitherto  refted  on  the  voluntary  acquiefcence  of  the  clergy,  will  in  future  have 
the  fanction  of  law.3' 
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every  diocefe  ? — "Sure  I  am,"  says  Bijhop  Atterbury,  when  Archdeacon 
of  Totnefs,  "  that  if  ever  a  re-ejlablijhment  of  church- discipline  in  its 
vigour  be  Jincerely  intended,  one,  and  a  chief,  method  of  promoting  it 
mujl  be  by  a  rejloration  0/"  rural  ïicnns  and  chapters  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  ancient  powers1 ." 

Toward  effecting  this  object  fomewhat  has  been  already  done,  as 
thefe  pages  will  Jhew  ;  but  I  would  aflure  thofe  who  have  been  back- 
ward in  doing  more — who  have  adopted  the  rurUïfccanal  scïjcme  only 
in  part — who  have  functioned  the  revival  of  titans  rural,  but  have  taken 
no  Jteps  towards  connecting  them  with  their  legitimate  adjuncts,  the 
rural  chapters,  from  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  they  were  never 
disjoined  in  the  days  of  a  more  perfect  difcipline — that  they  have  left 
half  their  good  work  undone  :  they  Juive  mutilated  the  integrity  of  the 
office,  have  abridged  its  ufefulnefs,  and  deprived  it  of  much  of  its 
diftinction  and  influence.  While  remaining  in  its  prefent  maimed 
and  lifelefs  jlate,  it  may  well  be  faid  of  it  as  of  Lucans  oak — 

"   nec  jam  validis  radicibus  haerens 

Pondère  fixa  suo  eft  ;  nudofque  per  aera  ramos 
Effundens,  trunco,  non  frondibus,  efficit  umbram/' 

Feeling  this  very  Jlrongly,  I  once  more  refpectfidly,  but  earnejlly, 
folicit  the  attention  of  the  hierarchy,  the  bijhops,  and  archdeacons,  to 
this  ft  ill  /lighted  branch  of  the  îïecanal  institute,  and  to  the  arguments 
and  examples  whereby  its  rejloration  is  abundantly  recommended  in 
Part  v.  Sect.  iv.  of  my  fécond  volume,  and  in  the  Documentary 
Appendix  of  the  diocefes  of  Winchejler,  Chichejler,  Exeter,  and 


(')  This  laft  expreffion,  "  to  the  full  extent  of  their  ancient  powers,"  is  of  courfe 
to  be  underftood,  as  doubtlefs  it  was  fpoken  to  the  alfembled  clergy  of  the  arch- 
deaconry, with  fome  degree  of  qualification. 
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Salisbury.  I  do  fo  in  the  hope  of  being  further  injirumcntal  to 
reviving  generally  the  capitular  organization  of  the  rural  Ucanucs,  and 
thereby  restoring  that  femblance  of fymmetry  and  completenefs  to  the 
fcheme  of  ecclejîajîical  adminijlration,  which  our  Chrijt  ian  forefathers 
dejîgned  for  us  in  all  its fulnefs  and  efficacy,  and  carried  out  themfelves 
in  practice  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Church. 

I  would  ajk  thofe  who  have  doubts  about  the  propriety  or  utility  of 
reftoring  local  sgnoîfs  of  the  clergy  under  îïccanal  superintendence  to 
read  the  late  Bijhop  Otters  Hcttcr  to  the  rural  ÎJcans  of  the  diocefe  of 
Chichejier  ;  Archdeacon  Atterbury's  Charge  to  the  Clergy  at  Totnefs 
(both  printed  in  my  Appendix)  ;  Archdeacon  Hare's  at  Lewes  (A.D. 
mdcccxl.);  Archdeacon  Thorp's  at  Briftol  (A.D.  mdcccxl.);  Archdea- 
con Lear's  Addrefs  at  the  opening  of  the  ÎJecanal  chapters  at  Sarum 
(reprinted  in  my  Appendix);  my  Hetter  to  the  latter,  with  the  autho- 
rities there  quoted;  the  Britifh  Critics/or  April  mdcccxxxvi.,  and 
July  mdcccxl.;  and  the  more  recent  remarks  of  Bijhop  Thirhvall  on 
the  fubject,  in  his  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  St.  David's 
(a.D.  mdcccxlii.) 

As  to  the  new  matter  contained  in  this  edition,  I  may  obferve, 
generally,  that  it  is  fcattered  through  the  text,  notes,  and  appendix  ; 
wherever,  in  fwrt,  it  was  applicable.  Many  unpublijhed  injlruments 
of  recent  date  are  introduced,  by  the  kindnefs  of  our  Church-rulers 
and  others,  into  the  Appendix  of  Englifh  Documents  :  while,  in  refe- 
rence to  Ireland,  i"  am  happy  to  fay  that  the  additional  information 
fupplied  by  more  extenjtve  refearches  on  my  own  part,  aided  by  the 
correfpondence  of  learned  friends  on  the  other  fide  of  the  channel,  has 
enabled  me  to  adopt  the  fame  dioccfan  arrangement  as  in  the  Englifh 
fees;  a  great  improvement  upon  the  former  edition,  wherein  the  infor- 
mation refpecting  the  becanal  office  in  Ireland  was  confufed,  meagre, 
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and  unfatisfactory  in  the  extreme.  My  moji  refpectful  thanks  are  due, 
under  this  fection,  to  the  Lord  Primate,  the  Archbijhop  of  Dublin,  the 
Bijhop  of  Down  and  Connor  and  Dromore,  the  Dean  of  Lifmore,  the 
Precentor  of  Ojjbry,  the  Archdeacon  of  Cork,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Todd, 
Boy  ton,  Wilfon,  and  Weji,  the  Rev.  A  .  Irwin,  C.  Crofthwaite, 
W.  Reeves,  and  others.  To  Dr.  Todd  I  am  particularly  indebted 
for  a  MS.  copy  of  the  Vifitation-Book  of  the  province  of  Armagh 
{A.B.  MDCxxii.)—prefented  with  a  liberality  which  mujt  be  attributed  to 
the  general  intercft  which  he  takes  in  the  fubject  of  Church-antiquities, 
and  with  a  courtefy  for  which  I  feel  individually  moji  grateful. 

I  wi/h  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have  achieved  as  much  for 
Scotland  as  for  Ireland.  Indeed  any  attempt  to  illujirate  the  ruri- 
ticcanal  difcipline  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland  might  be  thought 
by  fome,  under  the  prefent  deprefsed  condition  of  that  branch  of  the 
Church  Catholic,  and  the  mutilation  of  her  diocefan  and  cathedral  Jiaff, 
beyond  the  reach  of  this  inquiry.  But  it  muji  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
we  have  to  do  with  other  times  than  thofe  in  which  we  are  living.  Our 
evidences  of  Scotti/h  Church-economy,  such  as  they  are — and  would 
that  they  were  more  copious,  and  embraced  more  of  the  ancient  fees — 
are  all  adduced  from  records  of  the  olden  time,  when  the  polity  of  our 
northern  Jijier  was  as  fully  developed  as  our  own.  True  it  is,  that 
the  main  inducement  to  inquiry  and  illujiration  is  there  wanting; 
the  examples  of  days  gone  by  can  no  longer  Jtimulate  to  imitation  as 
with  ourfelves  ;— while  here  the  difcipline  of  antiquity  is,  at  leajt  thus 
far,  recoverable  ;  the  ïrccanal  fyjtem  may  be  revived  and  adopted  at 
an  y  time  in  its  fullejt  meafure  ;  and  it  is  cheering  to  fee  that  we  are 
daily  Jtriving  to  regain  it.  Not  fo  our  lefs  favoured  brethren  of  the 
north.  The  office  of  rural  bean,  as  far  as  I  am  informed — and  I 
fpeak  on  the  authority  of  Bijhop  RuJJ'ell,  the  able  hiftorian  of  the 
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Church  he  fo  well  ferves — has  not  been  recognifed  north  of  the  Tweed 
fmce  the  fixteenth  century.  Indeed,  the  Epifcopal  Church  in  Scotland, 
between  the  Reformation  and  Revolution,  prefents  a  form  fo  incomplete, 
and  in  fame  refpects  fo  anomalous,  that  nothing  favouring  of  primitive 
order  and  difcipline  in  her  admini ft  ration  could  be  reafonably  expected. 
Nor,  in  truth,  under  more  favourable  circumjtances,  could  it  be  fip- 
pofed,  that,  while  the  ruri-ÏJetanal  office  had  become  obfolete  and  anti- 
quated in  England,  it  Jlwuld  Iwive  jhewn  any  fymptoms  of  life  and 
vigour  in  Scotland.  While  Jîruggling  for  a  bare  exiftence,  the  Church 
of  the  latter  country  could  not  venture  to  lay  claim  to  thofe  decorations 
of  office  in  her  diocefan  machinery,  ivhich  were  hers  in  her  more  pro- 
fperous  days  of  national  recognition.  All  thefe,  however,  may  hereafter 
come  back  upon  her,  with  a  more  than  tolerated  epifcopate,  in  God's 
appointed  time.  Her  f cotter ed  documents — &  fragmenta  tantum  fle- 
bilis  naufragii  " — it  is  our  duty,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  gather  up  and 
difpofe  of  to  the  bejt  advantage,  that  it  nuiy  be  feen  that  England  and 
Scotland  were  heretofore  one  and  the  fame  in  that  department,  at  leaji, 
of  their  ecclejîajîical  fyjïem,  which  it  is  the  object  of  thefe  pages  to 
explain  and  recommend.  Time  and  further  refearch  may  bring  to  light 
more  of  Scotland's  much-defiderated  Church-records,  in  the  form  of 
diocefan  canons  and  conftitutions.  Something  has  been  lately  done 
by  the  learned  Antiquarian  Societies  of  the  North — the  Maitland  and 
Bannatyne  Clubs1 — in  behalf  of  the  fees  of  Glajgow  and  Moray. 
Something  is  now  doing  in  behalf  of  that  of  Abei'deen  by  the  Spalding 
Society  ;  and  more,  perliaps,  nuiy  be  expected  from  the  zeal  of  Archee- 

(')  See  Quarterly  Revieiv,  No.  cxliv.  Sept.  mdcccxliii.  p.  379.  I  have  to  thank 
the  Hon.  W.  L.Melville  for  a  loan  of  the  Mcgtgtrum  ItptScopatÛS  |WotabknSt0,  and 
the  ftegtetrum  lEptscopatug  ffilaggucnstg,  courteoufly  granted,  at  the  folieitatlon  of 
Profelfor  H.  II.  Wilfon  of  Oxford,  in  furtherance  of  thefe  refearches. 
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ologijîs  in  illujlration  of  other  fees  hereafter.  Whatever  has  been 
hitherto  publifhed  in  WUkins's  and  other  collections  of  earlier  or  later 
date,  has  been  turned  to  account  in  the  following  pages. 

To  Bijhop  Coleridge  we  oive  the  firjl  attempt  to  carry  out,  in  the 
Colonial  Church  of  the  Britijh  Empire,  the  ruri-ïrecanal  machinery 
which  has  been  found fo  helpful  to  diocefan  government  at  home.  My 
readers,  I  am  fare,  will  feel  grateful  to  his  Lordjhip  for  giving  me  the 
opportunity  of  enriching  my  Appendix  with  the  f  rji  rural=ïïean's  com- 
mijjion  in  one  of  tlie  firft-created  Weft-Indian  bijhopricks,  together 
with  the  fcheme  of  territorial  adminijîration  devifed  by  himfelf  and 
fubfequently  altered  and  extended  by  his  fuccejfors  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  their,  increafed  refponjibUities.  Bijhops  Parry,  Davis,  and 
Aujîin  have  followed  Bijhop  Coleridge's  jleps  in  the  regimen  of  the 
diocefes  of  Barbados,  Antigua,  and  Guiana  ;  nor  had  his  example  been 
difregarded  by  Bijhop  George  Aubrey  Spencer  in  the  newly-created 
diocefe  of  Newfoundland,  when  he  was  tranjlated  thence  to  the  fee  of 
Jamaica  ;  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  purfue  the  fame  fyfiem  of 
rural  Church-government. 

Rectory  House,  Donhead  St.  Andrew, 

Saint  Philip  and  Saint  James's  Day. 
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them  are  many  centuries  older  than  fcccanug.  Antiquity  of  uecanuS  in  church- 
polity — of  elder  use  in  lay  and  monastic  polity — St.  Jerome  quoted  .    .  p.  1 — 6 

Sect.  II. — Sluhtpregbntei; — different  kinds  of  &rcbprcgbgttrs. 

&rcfttp«gbntcr — origin  of  the  term.  Two  kinds  of  arcfiprtestS  in  the  Western  or 
Latin  church— catbctiral  or  urban — biran  or  rural,  ffilrban  defined,  i&ural 
defined.  Protopricgt^  or  protopopcg  correspondent  to  them  in  the  Eastern  or 
Greek  church.  Kennett's  distinction  of  ueang — Gibson's — Duarenus's — sup- 
ported by  Silvester,  Augustin  Barbosa,  Ferro  Manrrique,  Galganetti,  and  others. 
References  to  authorities  for  the  duties  of  catfoeural  ïlcang  or  archprtcgtS  in  early 
times.  Utcan  or  rural  arcbprtcgtS— first  mentioned  by  the  council  of  Tours, 
A.D.  dlxvii.,  and  by  Gregory,  bishop  of  Tours  7 — 14 
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Sect.  III. — Hccanus — the  identity  of  33can<s  Mural  &  ShcbprcSbrjtcriS  Mural. 

Decanug — origin  of  the  term.  Scan  rural — definition  of,  by  Lyndvvood.  Identity 
of  office  of  tcan  rural  and  arcbprcsbgtcr  rural,  proved  by  many  authorities. 
Johnson's  assertion,  that  these  officers  differed,  is  insupportable — more  proofs  of 
their  sameness.  The  date  of  the  change  of  title,  about  A.D.  dccc. — and  the 
reason  of  it,  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  church,  to  copy  the  state-polity  of  the 
time.  Reasonableness  of  the  alteration  in  respect  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction — 
lay  uccanatcg  better  denned  than  spiritual  ardriprcStmtcratfg.  Analogy  of 
secular  and  ecclesiastic  office  in  the  ninth  century  pointed  out  by  Walafrid 
Strabo  15—21 


Part  II. — ^ïje  ©right  of  tl)p.  Office. 

Sect.  I. — The  origin  of  Deang  Mural  in  general. — ©horeptecopt. 

The  institution  of  rural  Deans,  as  to  time  and  place,  uncertain.  Morinus's  theory 
of  their  origin  reasonable.  Necessity  of  early  coadjutors  to  urban  bishops. 
&rcyprtc£tS  or  ûean$,  not  the  first  episcopal  helpmates.  ©horeptecopt  ordained 
long  before — contemporaneous  with  irpea^vrapoi  i-m^wpioi.  Their  distribution 
and  incardination.  TlapocKiat — how  distinguished — the  threefold  division  of 
parœciae,  of  difficult  appropriation  (save  in  the  case  of  the  urban  bishop)  to  the 
different  offices  of  the  priesthood.  Incumbency  of  the  presbyter — of  the  tfior- 
ept£copu3.  Greek  scholiasts  and  Latin  versionists  of  the  councils  throw  little 
light  upon  the  subject.  Statements  of  learned  men,  and  probable  resolution  of 
the  question  as  to  the  residence  of  btllan  bishops — references.  Selden's  economy 
of  the  Greek  church.  Reference  to  Archbishop  Wake.  Minute  particulars 
upon  this  head  unimportant  to  the  present  inquiry.  Delegation  of  power  to 
trust-worthy  superintendents  sanctioned  by  the  primitive  usage  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Reference  to  Dr.  Priaulx's  Brief  Account  &c.  The  constitution  of 
the  tborcptecopal  office.  In  point  of  order,  tboreptgcopi  were  genuine  bishops. 
Boe'hmer's  opinion  of  them — originally  all  bishops  co-equal — subsequently 
fettered  by  the  Aneyran  fathers,  eftorepbeopt  became  otefoopS5  Deputies,  ufcarti 
eptecoporum — pmoDcutœ  in  the  east — arcftprcsbgters  in  the  west.  Duarenus's 
opinion  of  the  origin  of  the  rural  archpriestftooï)  out  of  the  rborcptStopatc — 
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Spelman's  and  other  confirmations  of  this  derivation.  The  one  office  succeeded 
to  the  other  generally,  in  the  eastern  and  western  churches.  In  the  east,  the 
place  of  chorcptscopt  was  supplied  by  pcrtoucuta\  or  bistttng  prcsbgters  (A.D. 
ccclxiv.),  under  the  sanction  of  the  council  of  Laodicea,  afterwards  called 
aarchs,  protoprtcsts,  and  protopopes.  No  such  canon  in  the  west — pertooeutœ 
are  not  found,  by  name,  in  the  western  church  ;  but  arcI)tpreS&gtcrS,  exercising 
the  same  functions.  Both  called  btSttatorcS.  Reasons  why  these  functionaries 
are  supposed  to  be  identical  in  the  east  and  west — founded  on  their  similarity 
of  office  and  geographical  distribution.  Balsamon's  description  of  the  Grecian 
office — Beveridge's — Justellus's  of  the  Latin,  from  Gregory  of  Tours— Petrus 
de  Marca's  pertoucuta — points  of  resemblance  noticed  between  the  eastern  and 
western  ecclesiastics.  Russian  pertoucutee  called  3Ulagochcnnte.  Early  con- 
nexion between  the  Gallican  and  Asiatic  churches,  and  probable  influence  of 
the  latter  on  the  policy  of  the  former — The  first  appearance  of  arthprteStS  as 
btSttatorcS  in  the  Gallican  council  of  Tours  {A.D.  dlxvii.)  is  reasonably 
deduced  from  the  institution  of  perioUeutœ  as  btSttatorcS  in  Asia  Minor.  The 
change  of  chorcptscopacg  into  rural  archtpresbgtcracg  very  slowly  carried  for- 
ward, ©ountrg  btehopâ  and  btstttng  presbgters  long  co-existent.  Their  offices, 
theoretically,  quite  compatible  with  each  other  and  with  that  of  the  archdeacon. 
Suspension  of  chorcptscopt  in  the  west  by  Charlemagne  and  the  Pope — reasons 
for  it.  Appropriation  of  their  duties  to  urban  bishops  and  rural  arebprcsbgters 
or  oeanS — opinions  of  Morin,  Thomassin,  Peter  de  Marca,  Filesac,  and  many 
others  on  the  subject  of  this  devolution.  Partial  overseers  of  dioceses,  deno- 
minated by  the  Greeks  choreptgeopt,  elsewhere  archoeaconS  and  archprieStS,  are 
called,  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  diocese  of  Augsburg,  ïiecant  rurales.  The  view 
taken  of  the  derivation  of  the  arcbiprcsbgtcral  institution  from  the  chorcptscopal, 
confirmed  by  many  learned  authors,  and  indirectly  by  the  Pavian  council,  A.D. 
dcccl.  ;  which  gives  to  arcfiprcshgtcrS  rural  their  first  plenary  commission — 
confirmed  likewise  by  the  same  clashing,  at  first,  of  the  new  institution,  as  of 
the  old,  with  the  privileges  of  city  bishops.  Papal  interference  to  suppress  the 
assumption  of  choreptscopal  rank  by  rural  ocans.  SlrchpresbgtcrS  or  6eans 
rural  legitimate  successors  of  btllan  bishops.  Appointed  by  name  to  succeed 
them  in  Ireland  in  the  twelfth  century.  Spelman's  account  of  the  corba  of 
Ireland.  Usages  and  titles  of  the  church  of  Saint  Martin  at  Utrecht.  The  title 
of  rhurt  or  cfturojo  of  the  eastern  Maronites,  derived  from  that  of  chorcptScopus 
by  Dominic  Macer.    Morisan's  account  of  the  Syro-Maronite  urban  and  rural 
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functionaries,  extracted  from  the  synod  of  Libanus  —  the  protojiopc  —  chor= 
qjtscopus  —  pcrtoïicuta —  their  functions,  privileges,  and  ensigns  of  office, 
respectively  22 — 57 

Sect.  II. — The  origin  of  i&ural  Beang  in  England. — Institution  of 
Parishes  and  Parochial  Clergy. 

Wtaw  rural  not  to  be  sought  for  in  England  till  the  establishment  of  parishes  and 
parochial  clergy.  Summary  of  our  church-economy  in  its  earliest  days.  Bishop 
and  clergy  lived  together  at  the  cathedral.  Missionaries.  Churches  erected 
soon  after  the  first  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Chapels-of-ease  or  oratories 
served  by  itinerant  pastors.  Collegiate  union  and  missionary  instruction  pre- 
vailed for  more  than  seven  hundred  years.  No  traces  of  a  parochial  clergy, 
properly  so  called,  in  the  British  church — nor  for  the  first  two  centuries  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  church. 

Auxiliary  churches  or  villican  chapels-of-ease  erected  by  British  bishops  and  clergy — 
noticed  by  Bede  and  other  authorities.  These  were  non-parochial  foundations. 
Examples  in  the  churches  of  Saint  Patrick  and  Saint  Dubritius — and,  in  later 
days,  of  Puch  and  Addi.  Their  precincts  limited  only  in  respect  of  the  mini- 
stering clergy,  sent  from  the  cathedral  to  officiate  at  them.  While  this  system 
of  itinerancy  lasted,  there  was  no  call  for  local  tlcang — reasons. 

The  duration  of  this  simple  church-polity  not  accurately  known.  Commenced  in  the 
British  times — renewed  by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  under  the  authority  of  Pope  Gre- 
gory and  Augustine — continued  in  Bede's  days — evidenced  in  many  places  of 
his  ecclesiastical  history,  and  of  his  letter  to  Archbishop  Ecgberct.  Ministers  or 
collegiate  churches — Parochial  divisions  inconsistent  with  the  then  community 
of  ecclesiastical  revenues.  Establishment  of  proper  parochial  cures  towards  the 
close  of  the  eighth  century  —  commenced  by  bishops,  kings,  and  thegns.  Filial 
churches  subordinate  to  the  matrix  ecclesia  of  the  diocese — resident  priests  with 
distinct  endowments.  Parishes  at  first  much  larger  than  at  present — more  like 
our  rural  ucanricS  in  extent — subsequently  subdivided.  No  localized  parochial 
minister  till  after  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  in  any  diocese  in  England. 
Ecgberct's  excerpts  no  authority  to  the  contrary.  Incardinated  presbyters  noticed 
in  the  synod  of  Celcyth  A.D.  dcclxxxv.,  and  again  A.D.  dcccxvi.  No  men- 
tion of  itinerancy  later  than  the  synod  of  Cloveshoe,  A.D.  dccxlvii. 

The  institution  of  parishes  and  proportion  of  churches  to  them,  a  slow  and  gradual 
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work,  somewhat  advanced  by  the  year  dccc.  Scope  afforded  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Deans  rural  in  the  ninth  century — but  none  appear.  In  France, 
parochial  cures,  priests,  and  arcftprteStS  of  the  country,  much  earlier  instituted. 
No  traces  of  DeanS  rural  in  England  till  the  eleventh  century — their  non- 
appearance attributable,  perhaps,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  first  parochial  divi- 
sions, and  the  personal  visitations  of  the  bishops  every  year.  Multiplication  of 
parishes  and  congregations,  and  consequent  necessity  for  other  spiritual  visitors 
in  aid  of  the  diocesan.  Mother- churches  of  Edgar's  and  Canute's  days. 
Daughter-churches  become  parochial.  The  great  number  of  churches  in  the 
land  matter  of  complaint  under  the  Confessor. 

Parochialization  completed  under  Edward.  Institution  of  DeanS  rural — commenced 
in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,  if  not  earlier,  in  imitation  of  the  Gallican 
church.  Continental  councils  bearing  on  the  office — adapted  to  our  then  civil 
state  by  Thomassin.  SîecanuS  eptscopt  of  Edward's  laws.  His  duties.  Notices 
of  him  in  Saxon  polity  very  scanty.  The  constitution  of  his  office  obscure. 
A  diocesan  delegate  according  to  Dr.  Inett — not  a  resident  officer  of  the  Deanrg. 
This  opinion  incorrect.  The  titan  rural  was  residentiary,  according  to  Whitaker. 
jJftttntSter  cptSCOpt  of  Edward's  laws  probably  the  Dean  rural — attendant  at  an 
ordeal-trial.  The  Laodicean  canon  on  the  pertoDcuta  known  to  the  Anglican 
church,  which  had  ever  much  regard  to  the  Orientals.  IDcanS  rural  noticed  in 
France  A.D.  dcccl.,  in  the  archdiocese  of  Rheims — three  centuries  earlier  in 
the  diocese  of  Tours,  viz.  A.D.  dlxvii.  Baronius's  remark  on  the  flourishing 
state  of  church-discipline  in  France  at  that  time.  Probable  reasons  for  the 
non-existence  of DeanS  rural  in  England  at  an  earlier  date.  Not  mentioned  in 
councils  &c,  where  they  probably  would  be,  had  they  been  in  existence — 
Dooms  Ecclesiastical  of  Withred — Edgar's  Canons — Laics  of  Satisfaction  &c. 
of  Withred — Dialogue  of  Ecgberct. 

Gibson's  opinion  of  the  mrUDeranal  institution's  antiquity  in  England.  Incidental 
notices  of  the  prtefeetuS  or  sacerDoS  cptSCOpt  of  Edgar — and  propositus  cptseopi 
of  Canute.    Were  they  DeanS  rural  ? 

White  Kennett's  theory  of  the  office — the  cause  or  reason  of  its  institution  in  this 
country.  Its  polity  imitative  of  the  civil  economy  of  the  state.  The  parallel  of 
the  two  beautifully  worked  out  by  Kennett — but  the  hypothesis  not  admissible, 
to  the  extent  of  originating  the  office  of  Dean  rural. 

Kennett's  own  words  extracted  from  his  Parochial  Antiquities. 

Remarks  of  the  editor — his  partial  dissent  from  the  author.    The  theory  said  by 
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Atterbury  to  be  founded  in  error — his  reasons.  Also  objected  to  by  Whitaker 
— his  censure  of  Kennett,  Warner,  and  Burn. 

Many  things  conspired  to  the  introduction  of  tjcang  rural,  according  to  Stillingfleet 
and  Atterbury — the  principal  of  which  were  the  abolition  of  cftorcptecopi  in  the 
west,  and  the  avocation  of  bishops  from  spiritual  to  secular  business.  Dr.  Inett's 
dissent — his  hypothesis  not  unreasonable,  as  applying  to  the  Decanal  institution 
of  the  reign  of  William  I.    Extract  from  the  Origines  Anglicanœ. 

The  baronial  services  of  the  bishops  allowed  by  Inett  to  have  operated  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  Deans  rural  in  some  degree — Not  so  the  abolition  of  chorrptecopt. 
These  and  rural  Dcang  had  their  origin,  in  Inett's  opinion,  at  the  same  time  ; 
and  may  be  traced  to  the  multiplied  business  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  need- 
ing other  helpmates.  The  editor  suggests  that  the  Scan  rural  of  Ireland  suc- 
ceeded the  choreptecopug.  Notices  of  DeanS  rural  in  England  in  the  twelfth 
century.  33eang  of  Craven  in  Yorkshire,  and  of  Thetford  in  Norfolk.  Whita- 
ker's  objections  to  Kennett's  date  of  the  institution,  as  subsequent  to  Alfred's 
reign — to  Johnson's  again,  as  wandering  yet  farther  from  the  truth.  Whitaker 
places  it  in  the  seventh  century — a  proofless  assertion. 

Archdeacons  of  higher  antiquity  than  arcftpre^bgterS  in  England.  Wilfred,  an  arch- 
deacon, present  at  the  council  of  Baccanceld,  A.D.  dccxcviii.  Notices  of 
archdeacons  of  Canterbury  in  the  ninth  century.  Again  mentioned  in  the  tenth 
century,  in  the  Laws  of  the  Northumbrian  priests.  References  to  authorities 
for  and  against  the  jurisdiction  of  ante-Norman  archdeacons  ....  58 — 1 10 


Part  III. — Œïje  Election  anfc  Enstttutton  of  Deans  l&ural. 

Sect.  I. — Right  of  Election. 

The  designations  of  Deans  rural  in  many  early  councils  are  indicative  of  bishops 
being  the  authors  of  their  appointment,  as  they  were  of  those  of  the  cftorcpferopt 
and  pertoDeuta>.  The  clergy  first  elected  their  own  Dcang,  subject  to  the  bishop's 
approval.  After  confirmation,  DcanS  rural  not  removeable  by  the  bishop  without 
the  consent  of  the  electors.  In  the  year  dcxxxiii.  of  Christ,  the  arcbtptesbgteral 
office  was  elective — the  electors  being  by  delegation,  the  archdeacon,  clergy, 
and  people — the  same  in  the  year  dccclv. —  the  bishop  having  no  power  of 
displacing  an  archprtfôt,  except  for  crime.    A  curious  canon  of  the  council  of 
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Tours.  Such  power  of  election,  permissive  on  the  part  of  the  bishop.  Elective 
character  of  the  catljetjral  Dean.  This  appointment  lost  to  the  diocesan — not  so 
the  ïlcan  rural '0.  No  farther  notice  of  the  people,  as  co-electors.  Archdeacons 
continue  joint  electors  with  the  bishop.  Hincmar's  instructions  to  his  arch- 
deacons on  the  subject  of  electing  trans  rural.  The  bishop  reserves  a  veto  on 
the  appointment.  Arnulph,  bishop  of  Lisieux,  allows  his  archdeacon  to  present, 
subject  to  episcopal  approval.  The  clergy  of  Ferrara  elect  their  arcftpriegt,  with 
the  same  reservation  in  favour  of  the  bishop,  who  may  ratify  or  not.  i3canS 
rural  made  subject  to  archdeacons,  and  named  from  their  very  subjection;  which 
is  rendered  absolute  by  Innocent  III. — appointed  and  displaced  by  the  bishop 
and  archdeacon  conjointly.  Lyndwood's  glosses  upon  this  doctrine  of  the 
Pope,  confirmatory  of  the  concurrency  of  jurisdiction. 
The  election  influenced  by  the  custom  of  each  diocese.  Gloss  of  Hostiensis,  as  to 
French  usage.  Atterbury's  interpretation  of  the  law  in  reference  to  England. 
Ancient  usages  of  the  dioceses  of  Exeter  and  Canterbury — of  the  archdeaconries 
of  Richmond  and  Chester — of  the  diocese  of  Meath — of  Melun — of  Poictiers — 
of  Derry — of  Milan — of  Salzburg.  The  regulation  laid  down  by  the  Refor- 
matio Legum  Ecclesiasticarum — by  the  council  of  Cologne — of  Malines.  The 
constitution  and  appointment  of  the  arcfttprcgbgteral  office  in  Belgian  churches 
extracted  from  Van  Espen.  Intended  canons  for  England  A.D.  mdlxii. — 
mdlxxi.  King  Charles  the  Second's  Declaration,  A.D.  mdclx.  Bishop  Bedell's 
rule  in  the  diocese  of  Kilmore.  Projected  regulations  of  the  appointment  in 
the  Convocational  proceedings  under  Queen  Anne.  Council  of  Reussen. 
Uecattal  appointments  in  modern  days  influenced  by  the  same  consuetudo  loco- 
rum.  The  usages  of  many  dioceses  of  England — of  Canterbury — Lincoln — 
Exeter  —  London  —  Bangor — Bath  and  Wells  —  Chester — Chichester — Ely — 
Hereford — Lichfield — Llandaff — Norwich — Oxford — Peterborough — Winches- 
ter— Gloucester  and  Bristol — Saint  David's — Saint  Asaph — Worcester — and 
Salisbury — the  latter  particularly  detailed.  Usages  have  varied  in  the  dioceses 
of  Sarum  and  Winchester — not  at  present  in  accordance  with  ancient  custom. 
Dr.  Cowell's  definition  of  tjean  rural,  copied  by  Dr.  Godolphin,  gives  the 
appointment  and  displacement  of  this  officer  jointly  to  the  bishop  and  archdeacon. 
Recent  institution  of  ueang  rural,  in  the  diocese  of  London  noticed.  Suggestions 
by  an  anonymous  author  Ill — 132 
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Sect.  II. — The  Method  of  Institution. 

No  forms  of  institution  extant,  in  print  or  manuscript,  antecedent  to  the  sixteenth 
century.  H)eang  rural  appointed  by  oral  declaration  and  tradition  of  the 
Decanal  seal.  No  deeds  of  commission  in  diocesan  registers.  IBeangfttp  of  the 
Court  of  Arches.  Formal  conveyances  of  it  to  the  rector  of  Saint  Mary-le-Bow 
— rural  or  urban  Dean  of  London.  Kennett's  reasons  why  this  officer  retained 
his  power  and  formal  commission  in  scriptis.  Designations  by  writ  or  patents 
may  have  been  used — though  none  are  extant.  Many  documents  of  institution 
of  the  sixteenth  century  in  England.  A  few  short  continental  formulae.  Patent 
of  institution  of  the  diocese  of  Chester  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries. 

Scans  rural  anciently  took  an  oath  in  some  dioceses  at  the  time  of  institution — in  the 
diocese  of  Meath  A.D.  mccxvi.  In  that  of  Sarum,  the  sacramentum  corporate 
was  administered  to  DeanS  by  the  bishop  on  presentation,  after  institution  by  the 
archdeacon.  The  obligation  of  an  oath  probably  was  continued.  Scotch 
council  of  Edinburgh  enacts  it.  Administered  in  the  province  of  Rouen — 
form  of  jurament  of  the  diocese  of  Evreux.  The  DeanS  rural  of  the  diocese  of 
Sarum  were  sworn  by  Bishop  Ward  to  the  due  execution  of  their  functions. 
Godolphin's  juratory  articles  ministered  to  rural  Deang.  No  oath  recommended 
in  the  convocational  proceedings  about  rural  Deans,  A.D.  mdccx.,  but  a  paper 
of  instructions,  and  the  exaction  of  a  solemn  promise.  Modern  usages — in 
England  generally,  wherever  the  office  obtains — in  Cornwall  particularly,  an 
archidiaconate  of  the  diocese  of  Exeter — form  of  Decanal  oath  there  used — 
Subscription  and  Declaration  of  DeanS  in  diocese  of  Saint  Asaph,  under  Bishop 
Horsley.  Dr.  Kennett's  suggestions  to  Bishop  Gardiner  of  Lincoln,  on  the 
method  of  instituting  Deans  rural  133 — 145 

Sect.  III. — The  Duration  of  Office  of  BeansS  ISlural. 

The  office  of  Dean  rural  generally  temporary — terminable  at  the  will  of  the  delegator. 
Glosses  of  Lyndwood  and  John  de  Atho  to  that  effect.  In  the  Reformatio 
hegum  Ecclesiasticarum,  the  projected  office  annual. 

In  the  proceedings  of  Convocation  about  rural  DeanS,  under  Queen  Anne,  the  dura- 
tion three  years,  subject  to  the  bishop's  discretion.  Somner's  statement  is 
correct,  of  Deans  being  amotive.  Exceptions — some  were  perpetual,  with  archi- 
diaconal  jurisdiction — examples.  Deansi  of  Peculiars.  Norwich  DeanS  rural, 
perpetual.    Collations  to  rural  Detanateg  in  that  diocese,    ilean  of  Whalley? 
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Chester  Deans  rural,  perpetual — Ley's  account  of  them  confirmed  by  J$Ig. 
Ledger-Book.  Removeable  by  the  archdeacons,  A.D.  mcc.  Afterwards,  patent 
officers  for  life.  Their  jurisdiction  distinct  from  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  the 
diocese. 

The  rural  Deansbtp  of  Manchester  an  office  for  life.  All  rural  Deans  at  first  perpe- 
tual, according  to  Whitaker.  Usage  of  the  archdiocese  of  Salzburg.  IDean 
rural  for  life  called  sometimes  plefcanuS.  Date  and  origin  of  the  term — rare  in 
English  councils — common  in  Tuscany.  References.  Whether  temporary  or 
perpetual,  the  appointment  not  to  be  simoniacally  conferred — forbidden  by 
French  and  Spanish  councils.  Duration  of  the  office  now-a-days  in  England. 
The  author's  opinion  adverse  to  the  annual  appointment  of  Deans  rural,  146 — 158 


Part  IV. — ÇTljc  personal  ^functions  of  Beans  Mural. 

Sect.  I. — Introductory  Summary  of  Personal  Duties. 

References  to  authorities  for  the  personal  duties  of  the  Laodicean  pertoDeuta,  the 
successor  of  the  eborepiSCOpuS.  Sequence  of  functions  to  be  discussed.  Bishop 
Gibson's  definition  of  the  proper  office  of  a  rural  Dean.  Dr.  Field's  translation 
of  Pope  Gregory's  Decretal,  descriptive  of  the  same.  The  power  of  Deans 
improved  by  custom — from  being  merely  inspectional,  became  judicial.  Analogy 
between  the  Dcecmbtr  and  Dean  rural.  Standing  office  of  rural  Deang  in 
England,  according  to  Gibson's  Codex.  Some  branches  of  duty  only  occasional 
— not  powers  of  right  belonging  to  the  office.  The  Editor's  doubts.  33ecanal 
duties  variable  in  different  dioceses,  according  to  Van  Espen  —  undefined, 
according  to  Somner.  To  be  judged  of  by  their  exercise — subordinate — but 
important  to  cjiurch-discipline.  The  writer's  summary  of  the  personal  duties  of 
Deans  rural,  as  exhibited  in  the  sequel  159 — 166 

Sect.  II. — Parochial  Visitation. 

Bishop  Gibson  denies  to  the  Dean  rural  all  right  of  parochial  visitation — yet  a 
parochial  visitor  the  Dean  has  ever  been — shewn  from  Van  Espen,  Field, 
Somner,  Johnson,  Andrews,  Kennett.     Gibson  is  condemned  by  Whitaker  as 

having  made  "  a  great  mistake".    Van  Espen  and  Boëhmer  quoted.  &ural 

c   
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Dcan0  were  parochial  visitors  of  very  early  days — pcrioDrutae — successors  of  the 
chorcptecopl.  Appointed  visitors  before  archdeacons— who  were  cathedral,  and 
not  diocesan  officers.  IDeanS  rural  visited  only  "  in  substitution  and  vicarage." 
Richard  and  Boe'hmer  cited.  The  original  authority  for  these  delegations  of 
visitatorian  power,  in  the  Latin  church,  to  be  found  in  the  council  of  Toledo, 
A.D.  Dcxiii.  Council  of  Chalon  and  Rheginon  referred  to.  Uur.il  Dcan£  visit 
not  de  jure  in  England.  Memoranda  of  Decanal  visitation  under  episcopal  or 
other  sanction.    The  earliest  on  record  are  those  of  Hincmar,  A.D.  dccclii. 

Lateran  council,  A.D.  mclxxix. — confirmed  by  Archbishop  Hubert  and  by  Cardinal 
Othobou.  Thomassin's  remarks.  Exactions  forbidden,  and  procurations  allowed 
to  tjcanS  rural.  Procurations  disallowed,  except  for  actual  visitation.  Restric- 
tions on  Decanal  visitation — canons  to  enforce  it — of  Le  Mans — of  Saumur — of 
Clermont — of  Saintes — of  Liege — of  Autun — of  Saint  Asaph — of  Chichester — 
of  Melun — Constitution  of  Pope  Benedict  XII.  on  procurations  of  DeanS  rural. 
Visitational  dues  of  DeanS  rural  allotted  by  the  Liege  statutes,  A.D.  mccccxlvi. 
Meath  canons  on  archtprcgbgtcral  visitation  cited  in  full.  Exactions  again  and 
again  inhibited.  Inquisition  under  Henry  II.  to  correct  ïiccanal  extortion. 
Our  suspicions  of  the  purity  of  the  archprc$bgtcral  character  excited — highly 
criminal  in  France.  Ley's  account  of  a  visiting  archprtigt  from  Saint  Bernard 
— the  original  speech  quoted. 

Farther  proofs  of  the  visitatorian  capacity  of  DeanS  rural  in  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth, 
seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  centuries.  Council  of  Tours — of  Angers — of  Con- 
stance— Cardinal  Campegio — bishop  of  Seez — synod  of  Augsburg — Germanic 
Formula  Reformationis — councils  of  the  province  of  Rouen — provincial  Scotch 
councils  of  Edinburgh — Deang  rural  of  the  diocese  of  Chester  have,  by  patent,  a 
right  of  visitation,  and  all  jurisdiction  pertinent  thereto.  The  twelve  DcanrteS 
now  consolidated — the  Decanal  power  of  visitation  remains.  Council  of  Trent 
— Brent's  version.  Council  of  Cambray — deans  of  Christianity  visit,  instead  of 
bishop  and  archdeacons.  Synod  under  Maximilian,  archbishop  of  Cambray. 
Synod  of  Salzburg— Dcang  rural  to  visit  and  be  visited. 

Council  of  Malines  ratifies  Tridentine  decrees  &c.  Synod  of  Ypres — of  Bruges. 
Archbishop  Borromeo's  Milanese  Articles  of  Inquiry  for  forancoug  btcarS  or  Dcan0 
rural.  Council  of  Rouen — of  Tours — of  Malines,  A.D.  mdcvii. — Spicilegium 
Ecclesiasticum  of  Lunig — synods  of  Ypres,  A.D.  mdcix.  mdcxxx. — of  Antwerp 
— of  Bois-le-duc — council  of  Bourdeaux — synod  of  Saint  Omer — of  Namur — of 
Malines — of  Bayeux — of  Cologne — and  of  Ghent. 
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Visitational  powers  of  the  ucanS  rural  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey — summary  history  of 
their  jurisdiction.  Canons  ecclesiastical  cited.  ÏDcanS  rural  visited,  under  Bishop 
Ward,  in  the  diocese  of  Sarum.  Convocational  proceedings  about  rural  Deans 
under  Queen  Anne.  Gibson's  Instructions  to  rural  ucanS  of  the  diocese  of 
London.  Council  of  Reussen,  A.D.  mdccxx.  Evidence  enough  of  a  sort  of 
visitatorian  capacity — acted  upon  for  one  thousand  years,  and  more. 

Reflections  upon  the  function  of  visitation  as  exercised  by  Deans  rural — compared 
with  that  of  archdeacons.  Kennett's  view  of  the  priority  of  right  on  the  part  of 
DtanS  rural  to  visit  parochially — and  how  they  lost  it.  Archidiaconal  visitation 
— its  ancient  and  modern  character. 

ïSîcanS  rural  summoners  of  the  parochial  clergy  to  episcopal  visitations  under  Bishop 
Grosseteste.    Very  early  employed  on  this  duty  by  the  council  of  Rouen. 

JDeanS  rural  entertain  the  bishop  on  occasions  of  confirmation — a  canon  of  the 
council  of  Pavia  regulates  the  entertainment  for  man  and  horse  on  these 
occasions   167 — 208 


Sect.  III. — Synodical  Duties. 

Deans  rural  attendant  at  episcopal  synods  to  make  presentments,  &e. — thence  called 
by  some,  incorrectly,  ŒcStcS  ,SgnoDaleS.  Synodal  witnesses  distinct  officers  from 
DeanS  rural — noticed  by  Archbishop  Edmund — and  by  the  council  of  Narbonne 
— called  Juratores  Synodi — Questmen  —  Sides-men  quasi  Synod-men — not 
successors  of  rural  DcanS,  but  established  long  before  them,  in  the  days  of 
Hincmar.  The  duties  of  laical  ŒcStcS  jègnoDalcS — these  officers  called,  by 
Rheginon,  Decant.  Thence  the  misapplication  of  the  title  ŒcStcS  j&gnoDalcS 
to  spiritual  DeanS  rural.  References  in  illustration.  JDfang  rural,  in  point  of 
function,  were  ŒcStcS  jegnoDalcS — on  one  occasion  so  named — they  appoint 
ŒeStcS  JegnoDalcS  at  Antwerp.  Approximation  of  DcanS  rural  of  modem  days 
to  ancient  synodal  witnesses.    The  extent  of  their  powers  incidentally  noticed. 

Episcopal  synods  resumed — diocesan  visitations — their  frequency  of  old  time,  i&ural 
DcanS  rightful  coadjutors  at  them — of  what  ecclesiastics  they  consisted  in  England 
and  on  the  continent.  Their  frequency  variable  at  different  periods  and  places 
— once — twice — thrice.  Once  on  the  continent — twice  in  England.  Usages 
of  Europe — province  of  Rouen  —  Germany,  Cardinal  Campegio — Formula 
Reformatio/lis.  Council  of  Cologne — synod  of  Cambray — of  Ypres — of  Rouen, 
again — of  Rheims — of  Saint  Omer.    33ccanal  duties  in  connexion  with  epi- 
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scopal  synods — presentments  at  them — Cardinal  Pole's  Injunctions  on  pre- 
sentments. The  usages  of  Saint  Udalric  in  the  diocese  of  Augsburg — his 
interrogatories  to  the  clergy.  Diocesan  synod  of  Salingestat.  Presentments 
of  the  synod  of  Saint  Hippolyte,  in  the  diocese  of  Padua.  Presentable  facts 
and  offences  of  later  synods,  and  duties  of  îeanS  rural  at  them — Council  of 
Cambray — Norwich  presentments  under  Bishop  Freak.  Council  of  Bourdeaux 
— of  Narbonne — of  Lisieux — of  Milan,  under  Borromeo — of  Cologne.  Form 
of  presentment  by  Maximilian  Henry,  archbishop  of  Cologne.  Diocesan  synod 
of  Reussen — articles  of  inquiry  to  be  prosecuted,  and  the  results  presented 
at  synod. 

Canonical  vesture  observed  at  episcopal  synods  and  other  clerical  meetings — regu- 
lated by  the  councils  of  Arras — of  Cologne — of  Autun — of  Seez.  Propriety 
of  behaviour  inculcated  by  the  councils  of  Tournay — of  Lisieux — of  Rouen. 
Board  and  lodging  provided  for  focauS  rural  and  parochial  clergy,  while  in 
attendance  at  the  episcopal  see  of  the  province  of  Rouen. 

Decay  of  synodical  duties  of  J)can$  rural  in  England.  Their  services  borne  by 
churchwardens  and  convocational  proctors.  2)ean<>  rural  respected  in  the 
synods  of  Paris,  of  Salzburg  in  Germany,  and  in  many  Belgian  churches — long 
since  deprived  of  all  synodical  honour  in  England.  53cans  rural  meet  at  an 
episcopal  conference  annually  in  the  diocese  of  Salisbury    ....  209 — 230 

Sect.  IV. — Supervision  of  the  Laity. 


Chap.  I. — Prefatory  Arrangement — Supervisai,  of  Laical  Offences. 

Personal  duties  of  Deans  rural,  incidentally  noticed  under  visitational  and  synodical 
proceedings,  to  be  now  given,  with  many  others,  in  detail.  Prefatory  arrange- 
ment of  the  remaining  sections.  Sîcanë  rural  general  supervisors  and  censors 
of  the  inhabitants  of  their  tccanatcs — Van  Espen,  Molanus,  and  Kennett  quoted. 
This  power  exercised  by  them  in  their  personal  capacity,  independent  of  their 
chapter — important  to  church-discipline.  £hchtprr$fogtcral  government  over  the 
laity  early  supported  by  church-canons — Council  of  Auxerre — Capitulary  of 
Charlemagne — Council  of  Meath — of  Clermont.  The  clergy  of  the  diocese  of 
Saintes  ordered  to  lay  all  grave  faults  of  their  parishioners  before  their  uran. 
No  pecuniary  composition  for  crimes  to  be  admitted  by  the  ïieanj  rural  of 
Worcester  — nor  by  those  of  Germany  under  the  influence  of  Cardinal  Cam- 
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pegio's  Ratisbon  constitution.  What  offences  subject  to  Decanal  cognizance  ? — 
All  open  and  scandalous  offences  are  under  their  cognitional  jurisdiction — such 
as  at  present  are  noticeable  by  churchwardens,  according  to  the  canons  oi  the 
Church  of  England — enumerated  by  name.  The  run-Decanal  office  virtually 
non-existent  when  those  canons  were  drawn  up  in  mdciii.  The  lighter  faults 
always  cognizable  (personal  or  capitularly)  by  DcanS  rural — graver  carried 
before  the  bishop — Meath  canon.  Conciliar  decrees  empowering  DeanS  to  take 
cognizance  of  incest,  adultery,  ribaldry,  harlotry,  dice-playing,  blasphemy,  heresy, 
fighting  and  brawling  in  consecrated  places,  &c.  &c.  from  the  synods  &c.  of 
Rouen,  of  Arras,  of  Lincoln,  of  Ypres.  Other  sins  and  crimes  added  by  the 
Reformatio  Legum  Ecclesiasticarum  of  England  to  the  Deans'  catalogue  of 
presentable  offences.  Controul  of  DeanS  rural  over  the  laity  of  the  diocese  of 
Chester. 

Efforts  of  certain  Belgian  synods  to  suppress  licentiousness  and  immorality  on  the 
Lord's  Day  and  on  festivals — and  to  support  the  sanctity  of  those  days  by 
inhibiting  all  secular  business  in  trade  and  agriculture,  unless  by  licence  of  the 
Dean  of  <£ftrîsttanttn  of  the  district — civil  interference  therewith  uncanonical. 
Occasions  of  Decanal  dispensation. 

Other  laical  breaches  of  church-discipline  subject  to  presentment  by  DeanS  rural. 
Canon  of  the  see  of  Arras  interdictory  of  usurarious  trafficking.  Abusers  of 
Apostolical  letters,  and  of  the  bearers  of  them,  liable  to  excommunication. 
Midwives  of  the  diocese  of  Antwerp  under  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  rural 
Deans — Unsworn  midwives  presentable  by  the  Deans  of  the  diocese  of  Ypres  at 
the  bishop's  court   231—247 

Chap.  II. — Purgational  Duties. 

13eanS  rural  entrusted  to  take  the  purgation  of  laymen  for  incontinence  or  other 
crime — Kennett  and  Somner  quoted.  The  purgatory  process  and  course  of 
correction  set  forth  by  Hubert  Walter.  Regulations  of  it  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Deans  rural — compurgators — penance.  Purgations  and  failures  of 
purgation  frequent  in  visitational  records— Deans  rural  had  much  to  do  with 
purgations  heretofore — Gibson's  remarks  upon  this  branch  of  discipline,  248  —  252 
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Chap.  III. — Exorcistical  and  Catechistical  Duties. 

13  cans  rural  appointed  ecclesiastical  exorcists  in  the  dioceses  of  Ypres  and  Cologne 
— also  catechists  at  Ypres   253 — 254 

Chap.  IV. — Funereal  and  Testamentary  Duties. 

33ean£  rural  to  be  careful  that  the  rites  of  sepulture  are  duly  performed  over' 
departed  laymen — saving  usurious  extortioners.     To  regulate  the  wages  of 
undertakers,  bell-ringers,  &c.    Obliged  to  report  all  deaths  to  the  bishop  or  his 
official — all  testaments  unproved,  &c   255 — 256 

Sect.  V. — Supervision  of  the  Clergy. 

Chap.  I. — Summary  View  of  the  Duties  and  Ministrations  of  UeanS  ÎHural 

towards  the  Clergy. 

Inspection  of  the  lives  and  conversation  of  the  parochial  clergy  the  more  especial 
duty  of  rural  tjcang.  Dr.  Field's  version  of  the  canon  law  to  that  effect.  White 
Kennett's  summary  of  ïlccanal  duties  respecting  clerical  manners  and  ministra- 
tions. Van  Espen's  view  of  them,  as  exercised  by  arcftpricStg  in  the  character 
of  pastores  pastorum.  Their  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  religion 
among  the  laity  and  clergy.  The  t)ean  rural  the  instructor,  friend,  and  coun- 
sellor of  the  country  clergy,  as  well  as  the  inspector  of  their  conduct  and 
pastoral  performances.  Extracts  from  the  synods  of  Cambray — of  Antwerp — 
of  Saint  Omer — of  Lisieux — ofNamur — of  Cologne   257 — 261 

Chap.  II. — Archipresbyteral  Or  Archipastoral  Ministrations  of  2)eang  &ural 

TOWARDS  THE  CLERGY. 

SlrchprtcStg  in  the  fullest  sense  arcfopaStorg — respected  and  beloved  by  their  subject 
pastors.  Their  spiritual  ministrations  to  the  latter,  the  same  as  those  of  the 
pastors  to  their  respective  flocks,  in  health — sickness — death.  Inculcated  by  the 
synods  of  Antwerp — of  Cologne — of  Namur — of  Milan.  The  Milanese  canon 
on  archipastoral  visitation  of  parochi  in  sickness,  generally  applicable  to  all 
spiritual  superintendents  of  the  country — plcbans,  arcfiprtcStS,  prefects  of  rural 
otStrtctg,  and  foraneouS  btcarS — some  of  the  distinctions  between  these  different 
officers  noticed   262 — 264 
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Chap.  III. — Duties  of  Dean*  Joutai  in  reference  to  Clerical  Deaths, 
Funerals,  Testaments,  &c. 

Deaths  of  the  clergy  notified  by  Deang  rural  to  the  diocesan  in  the  councils  of 
Melun,  of  Paris,  of  Rouen,  of  Lisieux,  of  Arras,  of  Gloucester,  of  London. 
Dean*  ordered  to  celebrate  the  exequies  of  deceased  clergymen  at  Ypres  and 
Antwerp  —  to  announce  the  deaths  of  parsons,  vicars,  &c.  to  the  mother- 
churches  at  Worcester — usages  there  on  the  death  of  a  Dean  rural — at  Ypres — 
at  Cologne.  The  goods  and  chattels  of  the  defunct  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  îlean  of  the  tcanrg  at  Worcester — at  Tournay — at  Ypres — at  Autun — at 
London   265—269 


Chap.  IV. — Supervision  of  Clerical  Apparel. 

Supervision  of  ministerial  habit  and  tonsure  an  early  duty  of  arrhuricStS  rural. 
Dean*  themselves  to  set  a  good  example  of  canonical  costume.  Penalties 
imposed  on  priests  and  archpricêtS  for  non-obedience,  by  Langton,  Hubert 
Walter,  and  Othobon.  Peckham's  enforcement  of  the  law  against  unclerical 
attire.    Immunities  attached  to  crown  and  tonsure,  in  case  of  arrest.   270 — 273 


Chap.  V. — Supervision  of  Clerical  Conversation,  as  to  Life  and  Manners. 

Appearance  at  indecent  sports  and  plays,  forbidden  to  the  clergy — Dean*  rural  of 
Worcester  ordered  to  prevent  it — of  Lincoln.  Bishop  Grosseteste's  keen  inqui- 
sition of  lives  and  manners,  prosecuted  by  ÛcanS  rural.  Religion  and  good 
discipline  asserted  thereby.  Clubs  and  banquetings  interdicted  at  Saint  Omer. 
Field-sports,  hunting,  shooting,  &c.  pointed  out  for  ïiccanal  correction  in  the 
diocese  of  Avranches. 

Conduct  disgraceful  to  the  distinction  of  crown  and  tonsure,  rendered  the  clergy 
liable  to  the  loss  of  such  sacerdotal  insignia.  33eang  rural  ordered,  again  and 
again,  to  deprive  them  of  crown  and  tonsure — at  Sens — at  Rouen — at  Château- 
Gontier.  A  curious  canon  of  the  diocese  of  Liege,  on  the  subject  of  jugglers, 
&c.  Clerical  players,  tavern-keepers,  usurers,  traffickers,  &c.  ordered  to  be 
presented  by  Dean*  rural  at  Treves,  at  Autun,  at  Constance,  and  other  places. 

Of  all  sacerdotal  transgressions,  incontinency  most  strictly  and  repeatedly  inhibited 
by  the  councils  of  the  church.  Dean*,  as  spiritual  watchmen,  charged  to  be 
specially  vigilant — themselves  to  abstain  from  all  conjugal  intercourse.  Method 
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of  ensuring  the  continence  of  arcbprksts  in  the  diocese  of  Tours.  SlrcfopricStg 
)>unished  with  confinement,  and  bread-and-vvater  diet,  for  negligence  of  their 
juniors — deprived  of  communion  for  a  whole  year  for  non-presentment  of 
incontinency  by  the  council  of  Auxerre.  Rouen  canon  De  clericis  uxoratis — 
Decanal  character  expected  to  be  exemplary.  Clerical  celibacy  enforced  in 
England  by  Anselm,  with  the  aid  of  Dcang  rural,  A.D.  mcvii. — earlier  attempts 
of  Anselm  and  his  predecessors.  English  clergy  married  till  the  tenth  century. 
Jeremy  Taylor  cited.  The  interference  of  Deans  in  support  of  the  papal  inhibi- 
tion of  matrimony — and  for  correcting  the  vices  of  the  clergy  consequent  on 
the  unnatural  restraint — Fuller  cited.  The  first  appearance  of  DeanS  in  Eng- 
land, in  this  capacity,  A.D.  mcvii. —  subsequently  under  Archbishops  Corboyl 
and  Walter,  A.D.  mcxxvii. — mcxcv.  In  the  next  century,  ticcanal  vigilance  in- 
culcated at  Sarum — at  Durham,  and  by  the  primate.  Bishop  Grosseteste  com- 
mitted to  this  absurdity — and  annoyed  by  the  immoralities  consequent  upon 
celibacy.  Concubinary  priests  excommunicated  in  the  diocese  of  Constance — 
Dcang  liable  to  excommunication  for  non-denouncement  of  offenders  against 
the  canon.  Continental  Deang  not  often  noticed  in  connexion  with  celibate 
laws — much  less  frequently  than  those  of  Great  Britain — the  probable  reasons 
thereof  suggested.  Early  penalties  in  England  for  clerical  incontinency. 
Suspension  and  excommunication,  frequent  punishments  of  guilty  clerks.  What- 
ever their  delinquencies,  the  churches  not  to  be  suspended,  but  the  offending 
ministers  themselves  to  be  made  amenable  to  the  penalties  against  incontinence. 
No  suspended  or  twice-convicted  incontinent  to  be  allowed  to  resume  his 
office.  Penalty  against  commutation  of  penance  by  Deang  in  the  diocese  of 
Winchester. 

The  conduct  of  Cardinal  de  Crema  a  serious  blow  to  the  continuance  of  clerical 
celibacy  in  England — Fuller  and  Taylor  quoted.  Henry  I.  grants  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  wives  to  the  clergy,  on  the  payment  of  a  certain  tax — the  Deans 
probably  the  collectors  of  this  wife-composition   274 — 289 

Chap.  VI. — Supervision  of  the  Spiritual  Ministrations  of  the  Clergy. 

Summary  statement  of  the  spiritual  ministrations  of  parochial  presbyters  subject  to 
Decanal  observation.  Scans  to  enforce  the  observance  of  canonical  hours — 
these  defined — references.  Bishop  Grosseteste  notices  the  non-observance  of 
horce  canonicœ,  as  deserving  of  rebuke  by  his  archdeacons  and  Deans.  The 


©ontents. 


xxix 


same  irregularity  purposed  to  be  amended  by  Cardinal  Campegio  in  Germany, 
and  by  the  synods  of  Antwerp. 
Other  deviations  from  the  Rubric  of  the  day  pointed  out  by  Grosseteste — who  was 
desirous  of  purifying-  the  temple  of  God  of  all  pollution.  Charges  to  the  ucanS 
mwl  of  the  diocese  of  Cambray  to  see  that  the  clergy  are  attentive  to  preaching, 
administering  the  sacraments,  &c.  Synodal  instructions  of  the  see  of  Rouen 
for  the  due  performance  of  the  special  services  of  the  church — the  churching  of 
women — the  administering  the  mass  to  the  betrothed — the  full  publication  of 
banns  &c. — the  Dean's  licence  required  under  certain  circumstances  of  marriage- 
contract  in  the  diocese  of  Tournay.  Two  masses  in  one  day  forbidden  at 
Gloucester — ueang  to  present  offenders — the  like  irregularity  inhibited  at 
Antwerp. 

Processional  rogation  placed  under  the  regulation  of  ucang  rural  in  the  diocese  of 
Cologne — their  authority  supported  by  canon.  Doubts  about  fasts  and  proces- 
sions to  be  solved  by  the  ueau3  of  Rouen.  Idolatrous  processions  with 
sports  &c.  to  be  put  down  summarily  by  the  Drang  of  Noyon.  Brief  history  of 
processional  rogation  in  England.  No  notice  of  Decanal  interference  with  the 
ceremony  or  its  adjuncts  in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  290 — 299 

Chap.  VII. — The  Authority  of  2)can$  ïiural  in  supporting  Church-Discipline, 

AND  SUPERVISING  THE  EXTERNALS  OF  RELIGION  GENERALLY. 

Recapitulation  of  the  several  duties  of  Deans  rural  connected  with  this  department  of 
their  office  300 

§  I.  RESIDENCE  OF  THE  PAROCHIAL  CLERGY  ON  THEIR  CURES. 

33ean3  rural,  themselves  resident,  bound  to  see  that  all  incumbents  resided,  and  paid 
attention  to  the  fabric  and  duty  of  their  churches.  Non-residents,  and  other 
delinquents,  presentable  by  the  councils  of  Rouen — of  Liege — of  Cologne — of 
Saint  Omer — and  of  Antwerp.  No  pastor  to  be  absent  more  than  five  days 
without  a  tlctanal  licence,  in  the  diocese  of  Antwerp.  The  benefices  of  non- 
resident beneficiaries  to  be  taken  under  sequestration  by  the  DcanS  of  Autun 
and  Bayeux.  Want  of  repairs  sufficient  cause  of  sequestration  in  the  diocese 
of  Autun  and  Saint  Omer.  Non-residents  by  licence  in  the  diocese  of  Ghent  to 
exhibit  their  licence  to  the  arebprtegt — curates  to  exhibit  their  letters  of  appoint- 
ment. The  duties  of  resident  tjcanS  rural  detailed  in  the  councils  of  Rheims 
and  Malines.  Non-resident  parsons  and  vicars  presentable  by  the  Gloucester 
Injunctions  of  Cardinal  Pole   301 — 304 
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§  2.  REGISTRATION  OF  THE  CLEHGV,  &C. 

Registration- duties  of  Deans  tutal.  Kennett's  examples  from  Stratford's  constitu- 
tions of  DcanS  so  employed  under  the  title  of  orDtnarieS.  Peckham  imposes  on 
them  extensive  registrarial  functions — Johnson's  version  of  the  Reading  council 
cited.  Benefices  and  beneficiaries  registered  by  the  Deans  of  Saint  Omer,  and 
of  Rouen   304—307 

§  3.  PROHIBITION  OF  UNLICENSED  MINISTERS. 

Unlicensed  and  vagrant  ministers  to  be  prohibited  by  Deans  rural  from  officiating 
within  the  dioceses  of  Liege,  Saint  Omer,  and  Bruges.  Ordered  to  be  taken 
and  examined  by  the  Deans  of  Cologne  as  to  their  orders,  testimonials,  &c. 
Rules  of  the  synod  of  Constance — of  the  council  of  Augsburg — of  the  diocese 
of  Avranches  and  of  Cambray,  as  to  strange  and  unknown  ministers,  and  the 
duties  of  Deans  rural  in  supporting  the  discipline  of  the  church  against  them, 

307—310 

§  4.  PROHIBITION  OF  ILLEGITIMATES  UNPROTECTED  BY  PAPAL  DISPENSATIONS. 

Scans  charged  to  look  out  for  sons  of  clergymen  or  illegitimates  possessed  of  eccle- 
siastical benefices  without  dispensation  —  remarks  of  Thomassin.  Sons  of 
immediately-preceding  incumbents  illegitimatized  as  successors  to  their  fathers 
—references  310 — 312 

§  5.  GUARDIANSHIP  OF  THE  TEMPORALITIES  OF  THE  CHURCH  DURING  VACANCY 

AND  SEQUESTRATION. 

The  temporalities  of  the  church  consigned  to  Decanal  guardianship  in  very  early 
days — Council  of  Pavia.  Mr.  Somner  quoted.  Custody  of  vacant  benefices 
and  cultivation  of  glebe-lands  entrusted  to  DeanS  rural  at  Worcester — at  Exeter. 
Custom  of  the  diocese  of  Constance  during  the  vacancy  of  a  church.  Episcopal 
rights  during  vacancy.  Déportas  paid  to  the  bishop  and  archdeacon  by  the 
Deans  at  Melun.  SirchprtcStS  allowed  quar entente  out  of  the  produce  of  vacant 
benefices  in  the  diocese  of  Poictiers.  Inquisitions  De  ecclesiis  defalcates  pros- 
ecuted by  Deans  at  Liege.  Violations  of  the  persons  of  clerks,  and  of  the 
property  of  the  church,  punishable  by  Deans  in  the  dioceses  of  Arras — of  Com- 
peigne — and  De  Senlis. 

Usages  of  England  in  respect  of  sequestration  for  debt — Deans  rural  employed 
therein — an  example  from  the  Parochial  Antiquities.  The  ministerial  part  of 
sequestration,  for  whatever  cause  instituted,  consigned  to  them — decrees  to  that 
effect  from  the  synods  of  Ypres,  of  Tournay.  IBeanS  rewarded  for  their  trouble 
at  Ypres.    A  wary  canon  of  Ossory  to  facilitate  the  collecting  church-fruits 
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under  sequestration.  Constitutions  of  the  isles  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey  on  this 
head.  2)canS  nival  in  England  no  longer  employed  ou  this  duty — which  is  now 
consigned  to  churchwardens — might  be  advantageously  restored  to  the  more 
ancient  officers,  as  trustees  of  management — suggested  in  Convocation,  313 — 321 

§  6.  CARE  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  EDIFICES  CHURCH  MANSE — CHURCHYARD — CHURCH 

UTENSILS,  GOODS,  AND  ORNAMENTS  SACRAMENTS  AND  SACRAMENTALS. 

The  care  and  examination  of  ecclesiastical  buildings,  incumbent  on  ucanâ  ïliral. 
Bishop  Marsh's  Visitation  Charge  referred  to — the  canons  upon  this  head  many 
and  positive — some  cited  under  visitational  duties — Meath  constitutions  of  Simon 
de  Rochfort — Monition  of  Bishop  Sutton  of  Lincoln,  to  a  ïican  of  Hoyland — 
synod  of  Constance — Cardinal  Campegio — syncd  of  Malines — of  Cambray — of 
Saint  Omer — of  Tournay — of  Milan — of  Malines  again — of  Ypres — of  Bois-le- 
duc.  Modern  instructions  to  Ï)can5  rural  always  comprehend  churches,  and  their 
furniture — church-houses,  &c. — churchyards.  Syn°d  of  Arras.  The  profanation 
of  churchyards  noticed  in  mandates  to  Deatid  rural  of  the  diocese  of  Lincoln. 
The  due  keeping  up  of  the  fences  of  cemeteries  enjoined  to  the  ufang  of  Lisieux 
— these  points  should  never  be  omitted  in  modern  instructions  to  fccanS  rural — 
much  need  for  their  being  enforced.  The  consecration  of  new  bells,  at  Saint 
Omer — at  Ghent — at  Seez — at  Ypres — annexed  to  the  uccanal  office — also  the 
reconciliation  of  churchyards,  and  suspension  of  unconsecrated  altars  and 
cemeteries.  The  approval  of  images  before  erection  entrusted  to  ùcang  rural  of 
Augsburg,  Ypres,  and  Antwerp.    Mutilated  images  to  be  removed  by  them. 

Church-furniture  —  books  —  vessels — -vestments,  &c.  subjected  to  the  inspection  of 
t)can$  or  arcftprtfëtô  by  Hincmar — the  same  continued  from  that  time  to  the 
present — quotations  from  the  council  of  Meath — of  Cologne.  Where  necessary, 
church-furniture  ordered  to  be  supplied  by  the  synod  of  Cambray — of  Milan. 
Church-goods  and  ornaments  to  be  strictly  watched  at  Harlem,  that  no  one 
pawn  them  to  usurers — if  ever  misapplied  to  profane  uses,  to  be  again  redeemed 
by  the  îlcan  rural,  pastor,  and  heads  of  the  parish.  SeanS  rural  to  see  that  the 
altars  of  their  churches  are  decent,  and  well-furnished,  in  the  diocese  of  Avranches 
— that  the  sacramental  utensils,  registry  books,  &c.  are  well  kept  in  the  dioceses 
of  Acqui,  Bois-le-duc,  Cologne,  Bayeux,  and  Malines. 

The  care  of  ucan$  rural  in  distributing  chrism  and  oil  at  Rouen  and  Liege.  Usages 
of  Great  Britain  in  respect  of  these  sacramental  articles — in  the  diocese  ofSarum 
—Southwell.    Sacramental  duties  at  Saumur — at  Tours — and  generally  in  the 
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province  of  Rouen.  Again  at  Ravenna — at  A  mal  phi — at  Antwerp — at  Malines 
— at  Cologne.  The  connexion  of  DeanS  with  sacraments  and  sacramentals,  as 
instructors  of  the  younger  clergy  in  England — with  confirmation,  as  bound  to  see 
that  catechumens  were  duly  instructed  before  presentation  to  the  bishop — with 
penance,  as  the  appointed  confessors  and  penitentiaries  of  the  clergy,  322 — 340 

§  7.  PENITENTIARY  DUTIES  OF  DeanS  &UCal. 

Duties  of  Deans  rural  in  connexion  with  confession  and  penance.  Primitive 
êÇofjLoAoyycris.  23canS  appointed  delegate  penitentiarii — the  time  of  their  first 
institution  to  the  penitentiary  office  unknown.  Ministerial  to  the  bishop  in 
preparing  lay-penitents  for  undergoing  the  service  of  penance  on  Ash- 
Wednesday.    The  ceremony  described.    Decay  of  public  repentance. 

Penitentiary  DeanS  noticed  by  Hincmar — supervisors  of  penance  in  the  archdiocese 
of  Rheims — earlier  notice  of  them  in  the  council  of  Pavia.  SDcanS  rural  the 
confessors  of  the  clergy  of  their  DeanrteS — Kennett's  references  rather  doubtful 
on  this  head — allusions  to  other  confessors  besides  the  Deeanal.  No  notice  of 
DcanS  rural  by  name  as  confessors  till  A.D.  mcclxxxiv.  in  the  council  of 
Saint  Hippolyte — Peckham  appoints  confessors  to  rural  DeanS — the  same  men- 
tioned in  many  other  councils.  The  Meath  canons  impose  on  their  Deans  the 
supervision  of  church-penance  ;  but  are  silent  on  private  confession.  The 
synods  of  Arras  and  Saint  Omer  constitute  them  the  proper  confessors  of  their 
DceanateS-  The  DeanS  rural  of  England  deprived  of  the  confessorial  office. 
Causes  of  the  ordinary  priest  herein  superseding  the  arehprtcst — John  de  Atho's 
reasons.    The  friars  interfered  with  this  branch  of  discipline. 

Regulations  about  penance  for  crime  in  the  diocese  of  Chichester.  Grades  of  sins 
and  graduated  powers  of  absolution  entrusted  by  the  church  to  its  different 
confessors.  33eans  rural  allowed  to  absolve,  in  cases  reserved  to  the  episcopal 
sees  of  Seez  and  Lisieux.  Literce  absolutoriœ  of  the  DeanS  of  Cambray.  In 
the  diocese  of  Salzburg,  all  persons  disobedient  to  this  branch  of  church-disci- 
pline to  be  presented  by  the  Deans  to  the  bishop.  In  the  diocese  of  Ypres,  the 
DcanS  of  ©hrtSttanttj»,  confessors  of  their  subject  clergy — ordered  to  see  the 
confessionals  in  their  churches  placed  in  suitable  situations    .    .    .    341 — 353 


Sect.  VI. — Supervision  of  Schools. 

Authority  of  bishops  over  schools  and  schoolmasters — on  the  continent — in  England. 
Delegated  to  Deans  rural  in  Belgium  and  elsewhere.    Councils  of  Malines  cited. 


(Êontcntô.  xxxiii 

Masters  and  mistresses  of  schools  examined  and  approved  by  Deans  rural,  before 
institution,  at  Antwerp  and  Ypres.  Visitation  of  schools  by  the  same,  at  Malines 
— at  Cambray — at  Salzburgh.  Scope  and  aim  of  Decanal  inspection  of  semi- 
naries. No  evidence  of  the  trust  being  committed  to  Deans  in  Great  Britain  in 
the  olden  time— but  it  forms  an  item  of  their  duty  in  the  proceedings  of  Convo- 
cation under  Queen  Anne,  in  the  suggestions  of  White  Kennett  to  Bishop 
Gardiner,  and  in  the  ©flutum  33ccanouim  of  Bishop  Ward  ofSarum.  It  is  also 
found  in  the  instructions  to  Deans  rural  of  our  own  days   ....    354 — 358 

Sect.  VII. — Supervision  of  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Foundations. 

The  episcopal  right  of  visiting  hospitals  and  other  charitable  foundations  delegated 
to  DcanS  rural,  here  and  abroad — limited  to  spiritual  hospitals.  Synod  of  Liege. 
IBeanS  ordered  to  visit  hospitals  in  two  provincial  Scotch  councils — in  the 
provincial  council  of  Cambray — in  the  synod  ofTournay — of  Ghent.  Bishop 
Ward's  Instructions  at  Sarum.  Convocational  proceedings  under  Queen  Anne. 
References  to  the  usages  of  the  dioceses  of  Winchester  and  Worcester,  359 — 362 

Sect.  VIII. — Ordination,  Institution,  and  Induction. 

Chap.  I. — Ordination. 

Muri=Detanal  duties  in  respect  of  the  ordination,  institution,  and  induction  of  clerks, 
long  since  superseded  in  England.  The  author  of  A  Humble  Proposal  &c. 
cited — Council  of  Trent  referred  to.  Scans  rural  conversant  with  the  prelimi- 
naries of  ordination — successors  of  thoreptScopt  in  the  charge  of  examining 
candidates  for  orders — and  presenting  them  at  the  altar — Saint  Basil  referred 
to — Council  of  Nantes  cited.  Thomassin's  reasons  for  the  appointment  of 
archpresbgters  rural  to  this  service  very  just. 

Inquisitions  De  ordinandis  clericis  ordered  in  the  diocese  of  Constance  to  be  pros- 
ecuted by  Deans  rural — the  same  in  the  diocese  of  Avranches.  Letters  Testi- 
monial respecting  life  and  conversation — age — acquirements,  &c.  of  candidates 
— genuineness  and  value  of  title — granted  by  DeanS  in  many  dioceses,  and 
made  indispensable  at  Cambray — at  Tournay—  at  Seez — synod  of  Utretcht. 
Kennett's  suggestions  —  Convocational  proceedings  —  diocese  of  Winton  re- 
ferred to   363—36.9 
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Chap.  II. — Institution  and  Induction. 

Presentation  of  ordained  clerks  to  the  bishop,  by  Dcang  rural  of  the  diocese  of  Tours, 
in  order  to  institution.  2)ean0  themselves  instituted  clerks,  ex  consuetudine,  to 
chapels  at  Liege  and  at  Florence — institution  generally  the  act  of  the  bishop — 
induction  that  of  the  rural  îieait— no  payment  for  it  allowed  by  a  Worcester 
constitution.  Corporal  institution  delegated  to  Deans  in  Belgium — not  theirs 
jure  communi,  but  the  bishop's — granted  to  the  Dean  of  the  district  for  eonve- 
niency.  Oath  of  induction  administered  by  the  Dean.  Synod  of  Ypres — no 
presbyters  allowed  to  induct  without  a  licence  from  the  Dean.  Examples  of 
induction  by  Dean$  rural  in  England,  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries. 
Fees  forbidden  to  Dcan$  and  others  for  investitures — and  yet  extorted  by  them 
— condemned  by  Archbishop  Stratford.  Deans,  employed  vicariously,  as  in- 
ductors, by  archdeacons.  Kennett's  suggestions — proceedings  of  Convocation — 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  hierarchy   370 — 376 


Sect.  IX. — Citatory  and  Certificatory  Duties. 

îDcang  rural  ministerial  to  bishops  and  archdeacons,  as  summoners  of  delinquents  to 
make  their  appearance  in  COurtS'Œfirtgttan  —  Lyndwood  and  Field  cited. 
Somner's  limitation  of  their  citatory  and  certificatory  services  to  clerical  cases 
alone  is  incorrect.  Their  employment  in  this  capacity  attributable  to  the 
mal-practices  of  earlier  summoners — Otho's  constitution  regulatory  of  citation. 
2)ean$  guilty  of  mal-administration  in  processes  of  citation — corrected  by  Arch- 
bishop Peckham's  constitution — the  same  quoted,  with  Lyndwood's  gloss.  All 
primary  citations  issued  by  others  than  the  dean  rural,  official,  or  apparitor, 
uncanonical  and  void.  Examples  of  Decanal  summoners  frequent  in  ancient 
histories — one  cited  from  Thorn,  with  the  certificatorimn  of  the  Dean  of  Lenham 
— a  second  from  Prynne's  Usurpations   377 — 382 

Sect.  X. — Decanal  Apparitors. 

i^eanS  rural  allowed  the  use  of  bedels  or  apparitors — who,  like  their  masters,  were 
supervisors  of  manners — their  duties — responsibility.  Regulations  of  the  appa- 
ritorial  economy  in  general  by  Archbishop  Boniface,  at  Lambeth.  Earlier 
restrictions  of  Decanal  bedels  at  Dublin — at  Norwich — later  at  Winchester. 
Every  apparitor  attached  to  a  Dean  to  be  at  least  an  acolyth  by  a  canon  of  the 
church  of  Worcester — Archbishop  Stratford's  farther  restrictions.  Apparitor 
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of  ocanS  rural  continued  till  the  Reformation — found  in  the  Reformatio  Legum 
— suggested  for  adoption  in  the  diocese  of  Kilmore — employed  in  the  isles  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey — dwindled  into  a  mere  servant  at  Reussen  .    .  383 — 388 

Sect.  XI. — Authentic  Seal. 

The  seal  of  office  an  important  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  ucan  rural — consti- 
tuting, in  England,  his  investiture.  Its  use  confirmed  by  Cardinal  Otho — not 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  uean,  but  of  the  office — which  was  temporary, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  Personal  names  inscribed  on  the  seals  of  permanent 
dignitaries,  l&ural  focan  of  Manchester  perpetual — inscribed  his  proper  name 
on  his  seal.  Examples  of  the  more  ordinary  type  quoted.  All  officers  using 
authentic  seals  charged  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody,  and  to  use  them  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Documents  to  which  rurt-uecanal  seals  were  affixed — eertificatoria — proeuraloria — 
inquisitiones  de  jure  patronatus — inductions  of  clerks — testamentary  papers  and 
letters  of  administration — valores  beneficiorum — taxations — testimonials  for 
orders — marriage-banns,  &c.  &c.  Abuses  in  sealing-  certificatories  and  letters 
procuratory,  corrected  by  Archbishop  Peekham.  Seals  of  ucanS  rural  affixed  to 
the  valuations  of  benefices  under  the  Norwich  taxation.  Other  uses  of  the 
ticcanal  signet  specified  from  Mr.  Lewis's  work  and  other  authorities.  The 
powers  of  the  seal  ceded  at  the  expiration  of  one  year — seemingly  an  innovation 
upon  antiquity — resisted  by  the  ÏJcanS — John  de  Athon's  comment  thereon.  No 
fees  allowed  for  sealing  documents  by  ï)can$  rural — otherwise  by  archdeacons. 
33can£  not  in  general  extortionate  in  England — charged  with  rapacity  at  Poic- 
tiers  and  Saumur.  A  small  recompence  allowed  to  the  ucanS  of  the  diocese  of 
Cambray  for  the  labours  of  the  signet.  Few  notices  of  the  uccanal  seal  in 
continental  synods — principally  df  the  province  of  Rouen — in  Rouvière's  Reo- 
maus — in  Lutheran  Church  of  Russia.  Notices  of  seals  of  ueanS  rural  in 
Arehœologia — in  Lewis's  Tract  on  Seals — in  Somner's  Antiquities  of  Canter- 
bury. The  seals  of  the  rural  ueanS  of  Sutton  Valance,  of  Dover,  of  Ospringe  in 
Kent — of  Burcester  in  Oxfordshire — of  Fincham,  Norwich,  Hingham,  and 
Breccles  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich.  Chester  seals  not  obtainable,  except  of 
modern  date — seal  of  the  general  rural  Dean  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Chester — 
of  the  ûeanrg  of  Newcastle — of  Château-du-Loire.  fturt=î>ccanal  seals  still 
considered  authentic  in  the  Court  of  Arches.  What  seals  considered  authentic 
by  our  ecclesiastical-law  reformers.    Seals  of  the  archpricst  of  Leodium  and  of 
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the  fceanrg  of  Sunning,  exhibited  in  notes.  Suggestions  for  the  restoration  of 
the  rural  Dean'sS  seal — instructions  as  to  its  canonical  type.    The  author's  seal 


Taxes  of  various  kinds  imposed  on  the  clergy,  collected  by  rural  UeansS.  Decimœ 
Saladinœ,  A.D.  mclxxxviii.,  levied  by  them.  An  irregular  impost  probably 
gathered  and  re-distributed  by  them  in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln.  2)eans5,  collectors 
of  clerical  payments  in  France,  A.D.  dcccxliii. — of  Decimœ  Saladinœ,  A.D. 
mccuii.,  and  A.D.  mcclxxxviii.,  in  England — {Valor  Ecclesiasticus  Henr.  VIII.) 
— collectors  of  Rome-scot  at  Canterbury — probably  at  Norwich — and  .  in  all  other 
dioceses.  Archdeacons  gathered  Rome-scot  in  the  diocese  of  Sarum,  and 
perhaps  employed  rural  ueanS  as  deputies.  Bull  of  Pope  John  XXII.  addressed 
to  ucansS  and  others  as  tax-gatherers  for  his  Holiness.  Synodals  and  cathedra- 
tica  collected  by  UcansS  for  the  bishop,  and,  where  due,  for  the  archdeacon. 
Commission  to  the  rural  uean  of  Hastings  to  collect  synodals.  Authority  of  the 
rural  ueansî  of  Chester  to  gather  procurations  and  synodals  for  the  bishop.  The 
ocans*  of  the  diocese  of  Norwich  obliged  to  receive  all  diocesan  dues,  episcopal 
and  archidiaconal,  and  to  pay  them  over  to  the  respective  parties.  Their  honesty 
as  synodal-gatherers  at  Dublin  rather  doubtful.    Pentecostals  probably  received 
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VOL.  II. 

Part  V. — -Œfje  Capitular  Jfuncttons  of  Beans  9£Ural. 

Sect.  I. — The  Institution  and  Economy  of  tiural  Chapters. 

CTapttular  duties  defined — tieans  authorised  to  convocate  local  synods  or  rural  chap- 
ters— in  Ireland — the  diocese  of  Meath — in  continental  dioceses — Cambray — 
their  object — of  what  clergy  they  consisted — regulations  respecting  the  presi- 
dency over  them.  The  ancient  canon  law  silent  on  the  subject  of  ruri=ï)ccanal 
chapter^ — rare  on  the  continent — more  frequent  in  England.  Traces  of  them 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor — Johnson,  Wilkins,  and  Spelman  cited. 

Lyndwood's  explanation  of  the  term  capttulum.  Two  classes  of  rural  chapters — 
one  three-weekly — the  other  quarterly.  Three-weekly  meetings  changed  to 
monthly — called  calcnuœ.  Hincmar's  institution  of  them — their  economy  de- 
scribed. No  earlier  notice  of  rurt-uecanal  capitula.  Clerical  conventions  not 
presided  over  by  OeanS,  also  called  calcnua* — obtained  in  the  ninth  century. 
The  latter  recommended  by  Bishops  Atto  of  Vercelli,  Riculph  of  Soissons,  and 
.  Ulric  of  Augsburg.  Both  presbyteral  and  arcbtprcsbgtcral  chapters  took  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  business  on  the  first  day  of  each  month. 

Extraordinary  or  special  meetings.  Quarterly  meetings.  Their  economy.  Early 
notice  of  them  at  Exeter  and  Sarum.  The  clerical  members  sworn  on  admis- 
sion. Regulations  of  particular  churches — of  Treves — Ypres — Cambray — Autun 
— Ferrara — Bois-le-duc,  &c.  Stratford's  decree  ordering  the  places  of  holding 
clerical  meetings  in  England,  a  relief  to  the  rural  priesthood. 

Duly-convened  rural  chapters,  protected  by  canon  at  Cambray — at  Malines — their 
objects  incidentally  noticed.  The  expences  of  chapter-holding,  how  defrayed. 
Profits  of  tjeanS  rural  seemingly  scanty  and  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  Chap- 
ters consequently  reduced  in  frequency — at  Ypres — at  Rheims — at  Rouen — at 
Malines — from  four  times  to  thrice,  twice,  once.  Monthly  meetings  of  Deans 
anb  chapters  entirely  laid  aside,  save  at  Milan — at  Kilmore — and  in  some 
dioceses  of  the  province  of  Rouen.  Attempts  to  revive  tjcnnrji  meetings  of  the 
clergy  in  England,  A.D.  mdclx. 
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Monthly  clerical  associations  unattended  by  DeanS  rural  continued  at  Namur — at 
Ambrun.  Van  Espen's  reflection  upon  them.  Probably  there  were  no  rural 
tjeanS  within  the  jurisdictions,  where  none  presided  at  the  clerical  meetings. 

1—21 

Sect.  II. — The  Business  transacted  at  iftural  ©hapterg. 

Chap.  I. — Preliminary  Remarks. — The  Dress  of  Sîeang  and  Clergy  at 

iftural  ©hapterg. 

The  business  of  rural  chapters — in  general  not  separable  into  two  distinct  classes, 
according  to  the  two  periods  of  meeting — distinction  of  cases  and  courts  rarely 
noticed.  Quarterly  and  menstrual  types  of  chaptcrg  scarce  ever  both  observed 
in  one  diocese,  except  in  England.  Quarterly,  called  principalia  capitula — 
monthly,  inferior — the  jurisdiction  of  both,  for  the  most  part,  voluntary,  ©urta? 
©hrtgttamtattg.  Their  object,  the  support  of  church-discipline  in  the  country. 
Dress  of  tjcang  rural  and  their  subject  clergy,  at  chapters,  regulated  by  the  synods 
of  Norwich — of  Château-Gontier — of  Saint  Omer — of  Lambeth — of  Rouen — 
of  Seez — of  Lisieux  22 — 25 

Chap.  II. — Publication  of  Church-Canons,  Decrees,  Instructions,  &c. 
and  Gathering  of  Church-Alms. 

&ural  chapters,  viewed  in  the  light  of  ecclesiastical  courts  of  publication,  promulgated 
the  laws  of  provincial  and  diocesan  synods,  &c.  (Durham  canons,  Otho's  con- 
stitutions, Meath  canons) — also  cases  and  crimes  reserved  to  the  papal  and 
diocesan  courts — (the  same  versified  by  the  church  of  Bayeux) — presbyteral 
cases,  or  those  from  which  presbyters  could  absolve — tecanal  casus  minores, 
from  which  tjcang  absolved  at  their  chapter-courts.  Sentences  of  excommunica- 
tion published  at  capitular  geggtong,  which  had  actually  passed  the  church. 
Registers  of  excommunicates  kept  by  tjcang  rural  for  the  purpose  of  publication. 
Papal  confirmations  of  excommunications  published  by  the  same  officers.  Church- 
alms  received  by  them — Scotch  council  quoted — Bishop  Ward  of  Sarum. 

Standing  sentences  of  excommunication  repeated  in  parochial  churches  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  chapter.  The  statute  of  Othobon  against  concubinaries  rehearsed  at 
the  four  quarterly  meetings — also  the  statutes  of  Otho,  Langton,  Winchelsey, 
and  others.  Libri  Synodales  recited  at  Le  Mans,  and  Treves.  Publications  of 
canons  in  rural  chapters,  at  Bois-le-duc,  Tournay,  and  Acqui  ....  26 — 35 
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Chap.  III. — Information  and  Reformation  of  Church-Abuses,  &c. 

i&ural  chapters  intended  for  the  presentment  and  reformation  of  defaults  in  church- 
discipline.  Archbishop  Hincmar's  rural  sessions.  Informations  laid  before 
rural  chapters— entertained  by  the  tjcansS  generally,  without  judicial  process. 
Decrees  of  the  council  of  Cambray — of  the  synod  of  Antwerp — of  Bois-le-duc — 
of  Cambray — of  Saint  Omer — pertinent  to  presentments  of  abuses,  and  the 
remedies  thereof,  short  of  the  solemnity  of  judicature  for  their  correction.  The 
chapter^  were  deliberative  local  conventions.  The  economy  of  Milanese  rural 
or  forancouS  conventions  appointed  by  Borromeo,  cited  in  full,  from  the  first 
provincial  council  of  the  archbishop.  Reports  made  to  the  bishop  in  the 
Milanese  and  Belgian  churches.  Canons  of  Rouen  and  Rheims  for  the  regula- 
tion of  conventions — their  decay  in  the  Gallican  churches,  and  perfect  maturity 
in  the  Italian,  at  one  and  the  same  period  36 — 43 

Chap.  IV. — Contentious  Jurisdiction. 

(Chapters  viewed  as  judicial  courtS-©fir(sttan — subject  to  Deans  rural,  as  Decant 
©hrtSttanttattS — their  business — the  punishments  they  were  capable  of  adjudging. 
The  character  and  laws  of  the  court-@hrtSttan — the  administration  of  the 
same.    The  rural  clergy  to  form  a  consistory,  whenever  required  by  the  Dean. 

The  judicial  character  of  the  Dean,  personally,  and  in  relation  to  his  chapter,  much 
controverted.  John  de  Athon,  Lyndwood,  Barbosa,  Corvinus,  Godolphin,  and 
others,  against  it — quotations  in  point.  Thomassin,  Kennett,  Brewster,  and 
others,  in  favour  of  it.  Judicial  power  of  tjcan  rural  retained  in  the  diocese  of 
Salzburg  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Extract  from  Brewster's  Collectanea  Eccle- 
siastica  relative  to  the  contentious  jurisdiction  of  the  Dean,  independent  of  his 
capttulum.  The  author's  resolution  of  the  extent  of  the  Dean's  judicial  power, 
personal  and  capitular.  Simplest  form  of  judicial  proceedings  in  the  rural 
court-ŒhrtSttan,  from  Hubert  Walter. 

No  person  presentable  judicially  at  the  court,  unless  his  faults  were  a  public  scandal. 
Plurality  of  local  consistories  in  the  same  Deanrg  condemned — but  protected  by 
long  usage.  Regulations  of  ïlecanal  court?  at  Nantes — at  Angiers.  Composi- 
tion or  arbitration  enjoined  in  personal  suits  of  all  kinds  that  would  admit  the 
one  or  other — no  payment  to  be  exacted.    Extensive  duties  of  arbitration 

charged  on  DeanS  rural  at  Ypres.    The  spiritual  welfare  of  the  suitors  should 
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be  the  chief  object  of  the  court.  Composition  enjoined  at  the  ïJalenïiœ  in  the 
diocese  of  Rheims.  33ean*  appointed  arbitrators  and  referees,  by  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Grosseteste  44 — 59 


Chap.  V. — Punishments  inflicted  by  i&ural  court*-©hrt*ttan. 

Censures  and  punishments  imposed  judicially  by  Dean*  ruval  in  local  court*.  Moni- 
tion— purgation — penance — suspension  ab  ingressu  ecclesiœ — suspension  from 
office  and  benefice — excommunication.  Abuses  of  penance  by  pecuniary  com- 
mutation at  Saumur— at  Winchester.  Limitations  on  decanal  censures  at 
Ravenna  and  Laval.  Excommunication  denied  to  Dean*  rural,  except  by 
express  authority  of  the  bishop — opinions  various  on  the  point — Lyndvvood's — 
Spelman's — Brett's — Kennett's — many  councils  imply  the  power  to  be  vested  in 
the  office.  The  jurisdiction  of  Decanal  chapter*  in  tithe-causes  indicates  a  power 
of  excommunication  vested  in  them.  3Bcan*  rural  agents  of  excommunication, 
in  the  name  of  superior  prelates,  and  in  their  own  name,  as  heads  of  rural 
con*t*tortc*  60—68 


Chap.  VI. — Recovery  of  Church  Dues — Tithes,  Mortuaries,  &c. 

The  connexion  of  Dean*  rural  with  tithes  and  mortuaries,  traced  to  Edgar's  Saxon 
laws — the  officers  of  Edgar's  and  Canute's  laws  noticed.  Process  for  recovery 
of  tithes  from  Bromton — under  Henry  I. — Selden  cited. 

Mural  chapter*  cognizant  of  subtracted  and  litigated  tithes — rarely  called  on  to 
adjudicate  in  consequence  of  the  plenary  powers  of  the  priesthood  to  protect 
itself  by  summarily  excommunicating  such  offenders.  Archdeacons  presided 
sometimes  at  chapter*,  instead  of  Dean*.  Archdeacons  and  Dean*  executors  of 
the  decrees  of  higher  courts  in  tithe  causes.  33ean*  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey 
conversant  with  all  tithe-subtractions. 

Mortuaries  recovered  in  rural  chapter* — at  Dunstable — at  Evesham — at  Warwick. 
Mandate  for  the  payment  of  a  mortuary  executed  by  the  Dean  of  Burcester  and 
his  clergy.  Rules  for  exacting  mortuaries  by  Archbishop  Gray — by  Giles 
Bridport — by  Archbishop  Winchelsey — by  Archbishop  Langham — Dean*  rural 
concerned  in  the  execution  of  the  law  of  mortuaries  69 — 78 
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Chap.  VII. — Testamentary  Matters. 
Testamentary  jurisdiction,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  entrusted  to  Deans  rural  and 
their  chapters.  UcanS  called  lotorum  orDtnaru  (?) — in  the  councils  of  Dublin 
— Lambeth — Exeter — cognizant  of  testamentary  matters.  Their  jurisdiction  in 
the  diocese  of  Chester  very  ancient  in  reference  to  wills,  &c.  under  certain 
limitations — still  retained  there,  and  at  Manchester.  Remarks  of  an  anonymous 
author  on  the  subject.  Testamentary  power  of  the  6can  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 
and  the  other  rural  Deans  of  that  diocese  till  the  Reformation.  Bishop  Freak's 
suggested  government  by  rural  Deans  with  testamentary  jurisdiction  .  .  79 — 84 


Chap.  VIII. — Matrimonial  Causes. 

Matrimonial  causes  and  matters  of  divorce,  according  to  Kennett,  subject  to  rural 
courtS-@hrtSttan  in  England  till  A.D.  mccxxii.  These  matters  inhibited  to 
Deans  rural  by  Langton.  Reasons  for  the  inhibition  assigned  by  Lyndwood, 
Atterbury,  Somner.  Matrimonial  jurisdiction  may  be  consigned  to  them  by 
special  commission.  Deans  of  the  archbishop's  peculiars  cognizant  of  matri- 
monial causes — having  archidiaconal  power  in  their  DeanrteS.  * 

No  traces  of  Decanal  jurisdiction  over  marriage  and  divorce,  in  rural  districts,  after 
the  thirteenth  century  —  Kennett  seemingly  mistaken.  No  delegate  officer 
allowed  to  proceed  to  a  final  decree  in  his  court  or  chapter,  without  first  con- 
sulting the  diocesan.  Inhibitions  innumerable  against  rural  Deans  and  chapters 
interfering  in  matrimonial  and  other  grave  matters  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance, 
in  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  subsequent  centuries — Thomassin  and  Kennett 
referred  to  85 — 90 

Chap.  IX. — Beneficiary  Matters. 
Trials  for  the  right  of  advowson,  and  the  possession  of  benefices,  committed  to  rurt- 
oecanal  chapter-courts  —  inquisitions  into  the  last  turn  of  presentation,  &c. 
Meath  canons  quoted — Dr.  Field.  Inquisitional  abuses  corrected  by  Archbishop 
Peckham— inquisitions  ordered  to  be  held  in  full  chapter — penalties  on  disobe- 
dient tjcans  rural.  Ambulatory  courtS-Œhristîan,  under  Ucans  rural,  appointed 
by  the  Rouen  councils  for  the  recognition  of  churches  whose  jus  patro?iatus 
was  under  dispute.  Inquisitiones  Ecclesiarum  negligently  prosecuted  in  Nor- 
mandy by  Deans  rural.  Dr.  Kennett's  suggestions  on  this  head  to  Bishop 
Gardiner — Convocational  proceedings  under  Queen  Anne     ....    91 — 95 
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Chap.  X. — Valores  Beneficiorum. 

Valcres  of  appropriate  benefices  preparatory  to  the  ordination  of  vicarages,  and 
general  valuations  of  all  church  property  for  assessing  papal  and  royal  taxes, 
were  worked  out  in  rural  chapters.  Appropriation  originated  vicarages  — 
inquisitional  process  for  their  endowment,  carried  forward  in  chapters  under 
episcopal  sanction.  An  example  cited.  Valor  Beneficiorum  defined — first  in- 
stituted in  the  thirteenth  century.  Previous  assessments  made  not  on  oath,  but 
by  common  estimation — an  example  quoted.  Method  of  compiling  the  Valor 
of  mccliv.  by  rural  ùcang  and  chapters,  described  from  the  Annals  of  Burton. 

96—102 

Chap.  XI. — Examination  of  Scholars  educated  in  Parochial  Seminaries. 

The  rural  capitula  of  Normandy  constituted  courts  of  examination  to  ascertain  the 
qualifications  of  the  parochial  youth  under  public  instruction  in  each  ueanrg,  and 
to  select  from  among  them  the  fittest  of  the  candidates  for  holy  orders  to  be 
advanced  in  the  higher  branches  of  scholastic  knowledge — the  council  of  Rouen 
cited.  3Dean$  rural  visitors  of  seminaries  of  education  in  Germany,  in  England, 
and  Ireland — chapters  connected  with  educational  inquiries  in  diocese  of  Ches- 
ter, by  Bishop  Otter  103 — 105 

Sect.  III. — Concluding  Remarks  on  &ural  ©bapters — their  Decay  and 
Dissolution,  more  particularly  in  England. 

Some  of  the  duties  allotted  to  ueanS  rural  and  their  chapters  rather  occasional 
employments  than  powers  of  right.  UcanS  rural  rather  usurpers  of  the  privi- 
leges of  others  than  deprived  of  their  own.  Kennett's  defence  of  their  judicial 
character — Thomassin's  account  of  it,  at  its  zenith  and  decay.  Decline  of  rural 
capitula  in  England  more  particularly — intrusion  of  archdeacons  into  them  by 
command  of  Otho.  Kennett's  account  of  their  abrogation  —  Whitaker's  — 
Thomassin's.    IDecanal  chapters  continued  in  many  dioceses  of  Germany. 

106—113 

Sect.  IV. — Recommendations  and  Suggestions  for  the  Re-organization  of 
&urt-Uccanal  @lergn-|$tccttngs,  or  ©ftapters. 

The  institution  of  rural  associations  of  the  clergy  most  desirable  at  the  present  time 
— to  be  holden  quarterly  under  the  ucanS  rural,  and  to  exercise  voluntary  juris- 
diction alone.    Examples,  foreign  and  domestic,  of  their  beneficial  influence  on 
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the  well-being1  of  the  church.  Letter  to  archdeacon  of  Sarum  quoted.  Bishop 
Ward's  chapters  Bp.  Burnet's  meetings — Hall — Kennett — Brett — Atterbury 
quoted.  Bp.  Burgess's  Decanal  meetings.  British  Critic — Dean  of  Chichester — 
Archdeacon  Thorp— Gresley — Bp.  Otter  —  Archdeacon  Hare.  ©hurch-ÎHmon 
jcoctetteg — their  constitution — may  be  made  run-Decanal  as  well  as  diocesan — 
those  of  the  dioceses  of  Saint  David's  and  Salisbury  referred  to.  Hints  for  the 
improvement  and  extension  of  the  economy  of  (£fiurcft-2Entcm-j&0CtctteS,  by  tne 
institution  of  ïiecanal  branches  114 — 133 


Part  VI, — Œïje  Bccltne  antr  lUbtbal  of  tïje  (©ffite. 

Sect.  I. — The  Decline  of  UeanS  i&ural,  more  particularly  in  England. 

The  decline  of  rurt-Decanal  jurisdiction  in  England  more  marked  than  on  the  conti- 
nent. Spelman's  notice  of  the  decayed  state  of  the  office  in  his  time — the  same 
remarked  by  Somner — Cousins — Mocket — Zouch — Godolphin — Inett — Kennett 
— Whitaker — Atterbury — Prideaux — Nelson — Brett — and  Blackstone.  The 
present  state  of  the  office,  as  to  jurisdiction  134 — 142 

Sect.  II. — Conciliar  Decrees  for  the  Revival  of  Heang  iftural. 

Efforts  made  to  sustain  the  office  of  Dean  rural  in  many  European  churches — coun- 
cils cited.  Trentine  decrees — Acqui — Rheims — Salzburg- — Milan.  White 
Kennett's  opinion  shewn  to  be  erroneous  respecting-  Italian  DeanS  rural — decree 
of  the  council  of  Toulouse.  Modern  condition  of  the  office  in  France — its  con- 
stitution much  the  same  as  in  England,  but  better  kept  up— extracts  from 
M.  L.  de  Hericourt's  Loix  Ecclésiastiques  de  France — Richard's  Analysis  of 
the  Councils.  State  of  the  office  in  Spain.  Russian  Deang  rural,  or  îftlago- 
thennte — the  constitution  of  their  order  under  Platon.    Deang  rural  in  Poland. 

i&urt-Decanal  polity  of  England.  Efforts  to  revive  Deans  rural  in  England  under 
Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclesiasticarum.  Endea- 
vours under  Elizabeth,  A.D.  mdlxii. — mdlxxi. — Kennett's  and  Atterbury 's 
remarks  thereon.  Prophesyings  proposed  at  the  Hampton-Court  Conference, 
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florae  Becamcae  î&ttraleô. 


PART  I. 
Œf)e  Name  mtf  ®i'tlr. 


SECTION  I. 

Summary  View  of  the  Œttleg  applied  to  the  2>ean  Mural  :  The 
relative  Antiquity  of  the  most  appropriate  Œttlcg. 

ANY  have  been  the  names  and  titles  of  the 
rural  Irean,  at  different  periods  and  places,  if 
we  may  believe  gloiïariographers,  and  admit, 
as  his  appellatives,  all  that  conjecture  has 
collected  in  their  columns.  But  of  thefe,  fome  do  not 
pertain  to  the  îïean  at  all  ;  others  are  of  local  and  partial 
application  : — two  only  can  be  called  his  rightful  pro- 
perty; viz.  glrcbtprfsbgter1,  with  its  fynonymes,  derived 
from  presbyteral  primacy;  and  Becanus2,  from  a  prefi- 
dency  over  ten,  either  perfons  or  places3. 


See  Spelman.  et 
Ducang.  Olojfar. 
Macri  Hiero- 
feWc.eiHoffinan, 
Lexic.  in  vocibus 
A  rchipresb  y  ter, 
Chorepifcopus, 
Corba.Corbaiius, 
Curio,  Decanus, 
Parochus,Perio- 
deuta,  Plebanus, 
Protopapas,  et 
Protopresbyter. 


(')  "  Quemadmodum  inter  epifcopos  epifcoporum  primus,  Jive  anti-   Aug.  Barbofa  <fc 
quiffimus,  did  cœpit  archiepifcopus,  et  inter  diaconos  primus,  Jive  cœteris  '  Dignitatibus, 
antiquior,  dictas  eft  archidiaconus,  ita  primus  presbyterorum  archt-   cap* VI' p' 64' 
presenter  vocatur,  qaafi  presbyterorum  primus,  five  prœfectus." 

(2)  "  ïDecanoô  vocant  ed  quod  fint  dénis  prœpofiti." 

(3)  It  will  be  shewn,  in  future  pages,  that  to  one  of  the  titles  men- 
tioned in  the  marginal  reference,  viz.  perio&cuta,  Greece  irepiohevrris,  the 
Sean  Jftural  of  later  days  may  lay  claim  as  the  Eaftern  archetype  of  his 
office. 


Auguftin.rfe  Mo- 
ribus  Ecclejire, 
L.  i.  c.  xxxi. 


2                                                  Name  anl)  Œttle.                        [Part  I. 

Gibfon's  Cod. 
/.£./*.  Tit.  xlii. 
cm  p.  971. 
Somner's  Antiq. 
of  Canterbury, 
Part  i.  p.  175. 

Thomaflin. 
K  et  N.  E.  D. 
Part  I.  L.  II. 
cm.  p.  221. 
Morin.  de  S.  O. 
Part  III.  Exerc. 
XVI.  c.  II.  p.  215. 
cm.  p. 218. 

SS.CC.  Tom.m. 
col.  88,  89. 

Battely's  Cant. 
Sacr.  Part.  IV. 

C.  II. 

Hifi.Eccl.  L.vi. 
cix.  p.  323. 

Hift.  Eccl. 
L.  vm.  c.xii. 
p.  341. 

Annot.  ad  H.  E. 
Socrat.  loc.  cit, 
not.  2. 

Jacobi  Goar. 
Eucholog. 
Grœcor.  p.  287. 
Bevereg.  Si/nod. 
Tom.l.pp.  438,9. 

Thefaur.  Ecclef. 
Tom.  IT.  col. 
876.  in  V. 

The  former  is  the  more  ancient  title,  being  that  by 
which  ecclefiaftic  tieans  of  all  kinds,  whether  catïjcïiral, 
urban,  or  rural,  have  been  generally  known  in  the  records 
of  the  church  from  their  firft  creation,  and  are  ftill 
defignated  in  the  writings  of  canonifts. 

Though  of  Greek  extraction,  the  term  art&i'prtsbrjtEr 
is  of  Latin  origination  and  application  ;  the  oriental 
church  employing  the  lefs  imperious  ftyle  of  iipgto- 
nPESBYTEPoz1,  npcToiEPEYZ,  and  fubfequently  iipqto- 

( 1  )  So  Arfacius,  who  fucceeded  Chryfoftom  in  the  bifliopric  of 
Conftantinople,  is  ftyled  (in  Actis  fynodi  ad  Quercum,  A.D.  ccccm.) 
nP&TOnPEZBYTEPOS  and  Martyrius  trpwro^iaKovoq.  But,  inafmuch  as 
St.  Stephen  is  called,  in  the  Greek  Menology,  profodeacon  and  arch- 
deacon, and  the  Tlérpoç  Ttç  nP£2TOnPE2BYTEP02  rtjç  èv  'KXe^avhpeia 
€KK\rj(Tiaç  of  Socrates  is  the  identical  arcfiprtcst,  Peter  of  Sozomen — 
eTryriaro  ©eo0Aoç  tov  Tore  APXIIIPE2BYTEPON,  /c.t.A. — the  famenefs  of 
the  refpective  offices  is  fliewn  under  the  diverfity  of  title.  (See  Centur. 
Magdeburg.  Cent.  v.  cap.  vu.  p.  735.  de  gradibus  perfonarum.)  And 
Goar,  in  his  verfion  of  the  Euchologium,  invariably  tranflates  nPfiTO- 
riPEZBYTEPos  by  arcfotprcgbotcr. 

Valefius,  the  learned  editor  of  Socrates,  however,  considers  the  terms 
arcfipricgt  and  protoprtest  not  convertible  :  for  feveral  aicfiprcsfenterS 
occur  in  particular  churches,  he  fays  ;  but  never  more  than  one  pvoto- 
prc^tintcr  :  —  arcbpregijnterg  again,  in  villages  and  towns,  fucceflbrs 
of  the  cfiorcptôcopt,  but  ptotopvc&bgtcrë  only  in  cities  ;  whence,  in  the 
Euchology  of  Goar,  nPHTOIIPEZBYTEPOZ  rtjç  trôAewç.  And  yet,  let 
me  obferve,  the  nP£2TOIIAnAAE2  of  Balfamon  ad  Can.  vut  Antioch. 
have  to  do  with  the  country  ;  anfwering  to  the  irpeaj^vrépoi^  toÎç  itrt 
X^paç  Trpcorevoviri  of  Ariftenus  on  the  fame  canon:  and  Suicer  fays  of 
the  piotopapa,  that  he  clearly  is  "  vel  primus  presbyter,  vel  fane  arcftt- 
pvcsbgtcr.  Latinorum."  And,  more  to  the  point,  it  will  be  hereafter 
feen,  in  a  palfage  cited  from  the  tomes  of  the  councils  (Manfi  Supplement, 
ad  SS.  CC.  Tom,  vi.  col.  352.),  that  the  title  of  protopresbyter  is  applied 
to  the  ucan-rural  in  the  council  of  Reuflen  of  the  year  mdccxx.  Tit.  ix. 

Sect.  I.] 


J&ummarg  Vitto  of  Œttlesi. 
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nAriAZ1 —  in  harmony  with  their  early  nomenclature, 
which  gave  to  the  archdeacon  of  the  eaft  the  title  of 
irpcùToBtaKovoç  —  diftinctions  ftill  obferved  in  the  fame 
church  in  the  orders  of  proto=ï)tnTB  or  protopope,  and 
protodeacon. 

^rotopresbntf r,  however,  being  a  title  of  mere  prece- 
dency, is  not  fo  appropriate  to  our  weftern  iïean  as 
nrrinpvesbjiter,  which  implies  governing  power  and  autho- 
rity in  addition  to  bare  rank  ;  though,  in  the  Greek 
church,  the  two  names  are  evidently  ufed  fynonymoufly, 
the  apxiiipezbytepos  of  Sozomen  being  the  npQTonpES- 
bytepoz  of  Socrates. 

Applied  to  the  chief  fpiritual  officer  under  the  bifhop 
in  matrici  ecclefia2,  the  Greek  terms  appear,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  the  church-hiftory  of  the  fifth  century;  the 
Latin  title  arcln'prfsbjmr  (for  we  have  no  inftance  of  proto- 
presfcgter  in  that  language — at  leaft,  none  of  ancient  date) 
occurs  a  century  earlier,  in  an  epiftle  of  St.  Jerome, 


King's  Greek 
Church,  p.  2G7. 
aDd  MS.  Add. 


Morifan.  </e  <pro- 
topopiâ  Diatri- 
ba,  c.  III.  p.  40, 
seqq. 


Sozomen.  E 
L.  vin.  c.  xii. 
p.  341.  Socrat. 
H.E.  L.vi.c.  ix. 
p.  323. 


(')  When  the  presbyters  of  the  Greejj.  church  began  to  be  called 
■wairai — papœ,  papades,  or  papates,  the  protoprcsbgtcri  became  proto- 
papœ  —  a  title  which  occurs  for  the  firft  time,  I  believe,  in  Scylitzes  ; 
who  mentions  Stylian  as  a  protopapag  (circiter  A.D.  dcccclxiii).  On 
the  word  papas,  fee  Morifan.  cap.  iv. — It  feems  that  irairaç  fignified 
epifcopus,  and  7ra7râç  presbyter — "  ut  paulatim  definere  inter  eplfcopos 
id  nomen  cœpit,  ita  cireumflexâ  pronunciatione,  elatum  crevit  delude 
inter  presbyteros,"  fays  the  author  of  the  Diatribe  on  protopopeg. 

(2)  "Matrix  ecclefia  propriè  ea  dicebatur  in  quâ  epifcopus  ipfe  cum 
presbyterio  fuo,  quod  nunc  capitulum  canonlcorum  dicitur,  refidebat, 
cathedralis  hodle  vocatur."  In  the  Latin  councils  it  is  varioufly  called, 
cathedra  —  matrix  cathedra  —  civïtatenjis  ecclefia  :  —  in  the  Greek, 
fxarp'iKiov — KvpiaKov  Ttjç  iroAeayç.  From  which  laft  term,  KvpiaKov  ("  the 
Lord's  Houfe,  becaufe  erected  not  to  man,  but  to  the  honour  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour")  is  derived  the  Saxon  ïfcguk,  the  Scotch  l&gïfe, 

b  2 


Morifan.  de 
«protopapiê, 
i  c.  III.  p.  42. 
c.  iv.  p.  58. 

See  Bingham 
O.E.  B.  II.  en. 
s.  7. 


Suicer.  T.  E. 
Tom.  i.  col.  321. 
in  V.  Mtzrplxiov. 


Cave's  Primi- 
tive Chrijlia- 
nity,  c.  VI. 
p.135. 
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Xamc  anïi  ZxtU. 


[Part  I. 


Epift.  iv.  ad 
llujticum, 
circa  med. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  n. 
col.  1438.  Edit. 
Colet. 


Synodic.  T.  II. 
Annott.  ad 
Can.  I.  Cone. 
Chalccd.  p.  108. 
CC.  lUujtr. 
Hartman.  et  Ru- 
elii.T.  ii.  p.  354. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  II. 
col.  318.  et  CC. 
Illuftr.  Tom.  II. 
p.  339. 

Pandect.  Canon. 
Tom.  II.  Annot. 
in  CC.  Cone. 
Ancyr.  p.178. 
c.  XV. 


Traclatus  Hi- 
ftorico-Canonic. 
ad  Cann.  Cone. 
P.  ii.  sec.  rv. 
p.  9. 


Epitome  of  CC. 
p.  45. 


{A.  D.  ccclxxviii.)  "  Singuli  ccclefmrum  epifcopi,  jingidi 
arcïjijprcsbtitf rt,  fingidi  orchid  iaconi^  et  omnis  ordo  eccle- 
Jiafticus  fuis  rectoribus  nititur  :'" — and  in  the  tomes  of  the 
councils,  for  the  firft  time,  in  the  feventeenth  canon  of 
the  fourth  council  of  Carthage,  (A.D.  cccxcvin.) — "  Ut 
epifcopus  gubernationem  viduarum,  et  pupiUorum,  ac  pere- 
grinorum,  non  per  Jeipfum,  fed  per  artijt'prcsbytcrum,  aut 
per  arehidiaconum  agatT 

Thefe  are  the  earlieft  notices  I  have  met  with  of  the 
title  of  arcftpricst  in  theChriftian  church;  unlefs, indeed, 
the  Latin  verfion  of  the  Arabic  canons  of  the  council  of 
Nice,  {A.D.  ccexxv.)  (deemed  by  Baronius,  Hartman, 
Du  Pin,  Bilhop  Beveridge,  Johnfon,  Van  Efpen,  and 
others,  a  fpurious  and  fuppofititious  augmentation  of 
the  authentic  code  of  this  oecumenic  fynod1)  be  admif- 
fible  authority  for  a  higher  antiquity  ;  in  the  fifty- 
feventh  canon  of  which  occurs  the  following  paffage — 
"  l^rotopapa  verô,  id  eft,  arcftt'pusbBtcr  quoque  honoretur  m 


and  Englifli  Church.  "  Cum  autem,"  fays  Beveridge  (drawing  from 
the  title  a  mod  important  and  reafonable  inference),  "here  commu?iis 
fuerit  majoribus  nqjlris  ecclefiœ  eujuslibet  tentplive  denominatio,  veri 
nobis  fimiUimum  videtur,  prima  Chrijtianœ  religionis  femina  à  Grœcis 
hic  difperfa  fulffe.  Keque  enim  exiftimandum  eft,  quod  Latini  Grœcum 
nomen  ecclefiis  imponerent." 

(')  After  noticing  the  objections  to  their  authenticity,  Van  Efpen 
concludes,  "  his  aliifque  orgumentis  perfuafum  eft  hodie  eruditis  omni- 
bus, à  Nicœnâ  fynodo  20  duntaxat  canones,  qui  et  vulgô  fub  ejus  no- 
mine leguntur,  editos  fuiffe  :  rejectis  ut  fuppofitiis  SO  canonibus  Arabicis 
à  Turriano  editis  ;  et  ab  Abrahamo  Ecchelenfi  Maronitâ  fynodi  Xi- 
cœnœ  vindieatis  ;  quos  per  errorem  et  ipfi  Romani  correetores  pro  veris 
agnoverutit  in  notis  ad  can.  12.  di/t.  16."  Dr.  Grier  fays,  in  his  valu- 
able epitome,  the  number  of  the  Nicene  Canons  never  exceeded  twenty  ; 
although  Turrian  enumerates  no  fewer  than  eighty. 


Sect.  I. 


j&ummain  Yfieto  0f  titles. 


abfentiâ  epifcopi  tanquàm  epifcopiis,  quia  ejl  loco  ejus,  et 
caput  facerdotum,  qui  fab  potejtate  ejus  Junt  in  ecclejia  &c." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  authorities,  Jablonfld 
and  Motheim  aiïîgn  the  origin  of  the  order  to  the  fourth 
century  :  but  at  all  events,  we  have  evidence  of  the  ufe 
of  the  title  of  arcïjt'presbyter  many  centuries  before  that 
of  ïrecanus — "  decern  presbyteris  prcelatus' '; — for  the  latter 
is  not  found,  in  application  to  fpiritual  church-governors, 
till  the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  in  a  conftitution  of  which 
fuppofed  date  it  will  be  prefently  mentioned,  and  in  a 
rule  of  Hincmar's  capitula  addreiïed  to  his  archdeacons, 
{A.  D.  dccclxxviii)  :  —  and  fubfequently  to  the  former, 
but  antecedently  to  the  latter  date,  in  the  Décréta  of 
Pope  Eugene  II.,  the  fixth  canon  of  which  enacts1, 
"  Nullus  in  fcffcanum  vel  archidiaconum,  niji  diaconns  vel 
presbyter,  ordinetur.  Qui  Ji  ordinari  contempferint,  honore 
fufcepto  priventur." 

The  author  of  the  treatife  de  Beneficiis  Ecclejia/licis, 
publifhed  at  Paris  A.D.  mdccxxxiv,  is  miftaken,  when 
he  affirms  (Vol.  i.  p.  85)  that  the  title  of  tocanus  is  feen 
for  the  firft  time  in  the  council  of  Clermont,  can.  3. 
{A.  D.  mxcv.)  In  the  age  of  Charlemagne  it  firft  appears  : 
and  we  look  in  vain  for  it  in  church-records  of  earlier 
date. 

Not  that  I  am  ignorant  that  the  title  SeKccSapxoç 


In/tit.  Hi  ft. 
Chrijl.  Tom.  i. 
p.  99.  Ecc/cf. 
Hift.  Vol.  i. 
p.357.  Maclaine. 


Honorii  Gemm. 
sinimœ,  c.  1S2. 
de  Sacerdotibus. 


Hincmari  Opera, 
Tom.  I.  p.  738. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  ix 
coll.  640. 


(l)  The  &S.  CC.  fparfim  repeat  this  cation;  and  a  council  ofSau- 
mur,  held  under  the  archbifhop  of  Tours  {A.D.  mccliii),  enforces  it  in 
the  cafe  of  ueang  rural  by  name.  "  Can.  v.  De  arc/ridiaconis,  arcljis 
preshjiteris,  et  ïiccante  ruvaUbus  ad  ordi/ies  ])roînovendis."  See  Van 
Efpen  de  (dale  el  qualitale  benejiciandorum,  in  Jur.Ecdes.  Univ.V.  u. 
Tit.  xix.  cap.  i.  pp.  463,  feqq. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  138. 


G 


Name  m)  Zith. 


[Part  I. 


Lib. vi. c.xiv.    (decanus)  occurs  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  Eva- 

p.  464.  _  . 

gnus  HI  the  Jixtll  century,  lirraç  de  rtç  Ttùv  ev  Maprvpo-noXei 

ss.cc.Tom.xi.  oeKaBâpviûv,  k. t. \.  :  nor  that  we  have  "  Petrus  in  Chrifii 

col  1457 

nomine  decanus  &c",  as  the  laft  of  the  fubfcriptions  to 
the  fifth  council  of  Toledo  (A.  D.  dcxxxvi).  The  former 
example  has  nothing  to  do  with  church-economy  ;  and, 
as  to  the  latter,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  mar- 
ginal reading  of  "  diaconus"  mould  be  fubftituted  ;  and 
I  would  extend  the  fame  emendation  to  the  fignature 

Ejufd. coi.  1598.  of  "  Clemens  decanus  &c",  mbfcribed  to  the  feventh 
council  of  the  fame  place  (A.  D.  dcxlvi). 

Reginon.  de  To  the  council  of  Rouen  in  France  I  have  elfewhere 

L^DLarUKï^'  referred  for  the  title,  as  borne  by  laical  perfons,  con- 
nected with  the  church-police  of  that  country,  not  dif- 
fimilar  to  our   modern  church-reeves,   guardians,  or 

ss.  cc. Tom.     wardens  (circiter  A.D.  dcl)  :  "Can.  xv.  ut   Ifccam  m 

vu.  col.  406.  .  v  .  .  7T.  •        .  . 

captations  et  in  vicis  publias  vin  veraces  et  deum  ti- 
mentes  conjiituantur  &c."    And  I  here  add  St.  Jerome, 
Moian.  rfe  Ca-    Epi/t.xxu.  (A.D.  cccc)  :     St.  Auguftin.  de  Mor.  Eccl. 

nonicis.  Lull.  ■*  •*  v  y  ° 

cvi. p.  149.      L.i.  c.  xxxi.  {A.D.  ccccx);   Caffian.  de  Lift.  Mon.  L.  iv. 

COL28.601.  '  cm  (A.  D.  ccccxl)  ;  St.  Benedict  (A.D.  dxx);  and  the 
Capitula  of  Charlemagne,  de  forçants  et  prœpqjitis  &c. 
(A.D.  dcclxxxix)  ;  for  early  inftances  of  its  ufe  in  mo- 
nadic polity. — Of  which,  the  moft  remarkable  is  that  of 
St.  Jerome,  which  I  fubjoin  :  "  Prima  apmd  eos  (Coeno- 
bitas)  confœderatio  eJU  obedire  majoribus,  et  quicquid  ju [fe- 
rait facere.  Diviji 'funt  per  foecurtas,  ita  ut  novem  hominibus 
ijcrimus  profit;  et  rurfùs  îïcccm  prarpost'tos  fub  fe  centefi- 
mus  habeat.  Manent  feparati,  fed  junctis  cellulis  ufque  ad 
horam  nonom;  ut  inftitutum  ejt,  nemo  perfit  ad  alium,  ex- 
ceptis  Ms  ïieCRni'S  &c.  ad  Euftoch.  de  cuftodiâ  virginitatis, 
Epift.  xxii.  c.  xv. 


Sect.  If.] 


&rcj)tpic$fegter. 


SECTION  IL 


&rchip«!5lmtct — different  kinds  of  glvchprcsbgter*. 


ITHOUT  entering  into  the  queftion, 
lilii^I^   ther  the  gtrctjtprcstnUei  ("Jitmmus  près 


whe- 


Salmafius  de 
Primatu  papœ, 

presbyter,    PP.  8, 9. 
Honorii  G.A.  cap.  lxxxii.  de  Sacerdotibus,  et N.E.D.'deB. 
M  "  the  Head-presbyter;'  Gibfon  Cod.  I.E.  A. 


Tit.  vin.  cap.  11.)  was  neceflarily  the  fenior  presbyter, — 
feniority  in  thofe  priftine  days  being  dependent  on 
■npu>TOKhr](y'iay  and  not  Trpoyeveata,  priority  of  ordination, 
and  not  of  birth,  when  found  difunited1,  —  or  at  what 
time  fuch  a  cuftom,  feemingly  long  dominant  in  the 


c.  in.  Tom.  I. 
pp.  221,222. 


(')  A  very  early  council  of  Rheims  enacts  (A.D.  dcxxx.)  Can.  xix.   SS.CC.  Tom.  vi. 
"  Ut  in  parochiis  nullus  laicorum  arcbiprcsbgter  prœponatur  :  fed  co1  1435- 
qui  fenior  in  ipfis  ejfe  debet,  clericus  ordinetur.    From  which  it  would 
ippear  that  laics  had  been  in  the  habit  of  usurping  this  title, — fome 
civil  power,  perhaps,  being  attached  to  it  :  at  leaft,  the  words  "  Qui 
fenior  in  ipfis  ejfe  debet"  would  rather  indicate  it.    "  Vox  enini  ilia 
fenior  jam  turn  do7ninum  fiynificabat"  fays  Thomafhn.  Tom.  1.  p.  224. 
And  fuch  feems  to  be  the  interpretation  put  upon  this  canon  by  the 
author  of  a  modern  work  "t/e  Chriftianœ  ecclefiœ  primœ,  mediœ,  et  AlexIi  Aurelii 
novijffimœ  œtatis  politiâ;"   who  writes,  "cum  fœc.  vi.  ineunte  Wis  Sect,  ii.'p.  143. 
(ardjiprcsbgtfïte)  demandari  cœpijfet  cura  turn  parœciarum  urbis,  turn 
ruralium,  paullatim  eorum  poteftas  patere  cœpit,  eo  ut  ab  ipfis  opti- 
matibus  munus  illud  Jùmmoperè  oplari,  ac  quandoque  ujurpari  cœpe- 
rit,  prœjèrtim  in  Galliis." 


S 


Name  ano  Title. 


[Part  I. 


De  Saeris  Ec- 
ctefiœ  Mhiifte- 
ri'/s,  ac  Bene- 
ficiis,  L.  i. 
C  VIII. 


weft  em  church,  (though  Boëhmer  is  inclined  to  doubt 
its  having  ever  prevailed,  Jur.  Eccl.  Protejtant.  L.  i. 
T.  xxiv.  §.  xlix.)  yielded  to  the  higher  claims  and  more 
juft  pretentions  of  perfonal  merit1,  which  had  early 
obtained  the  preference  and  headthip  in  the  eaft; — it 
will  fuffice  for  the  purpofes  of  our  prefent  inquiry,  that 
arcrjjpricsts,  to  what  caufe  foever  owing  their  primary 
advancement,  were,  in  the  fixth  century2,  of  two  kinds, 
— catôtîjrai  or  urban,  and  fatcan  or  rural, — -and  have  fo 
continued  to  the  prefent  day. 

"  2Hrbam  dicuntur,"  in  the  words  of  Duarenus,  "  qui 
in  urbe  et  in  majore  ecclejiâ  officio  fuo  funguntur.  Cum 
enim  epijeopus  propter  abfentiam  forte  vel  occupationes  fuas, 
nan  pojjit  omnia  epifcopi  munia  vel  Joins,  vel  una  cum  pres- 
byteris  obire,Jed  curas  fuas  cum  eis  partiri  neceffe  habeat  ; 
utilius  vif  uni  ejî  ex  presbyte  ris  unum  cœteris  prœponere, 
qui  ea  quœ  ad  presbyte  rorum  officium  pertinent,  petrtim  ipfe 
exequatur,  pa rtim  aliis  facienda  prcefcribat  ;  quàm  omnibus 
(imvl  presbyteris  id  committor,  ne  contentio  ediqua  inter  ipfos 
ex  communione  admini It rationis  oriretur   .  . 


Obfervations  on 
the  firft  Apft. 
Canon,  p.  5. 

The/.  Eccl. 
Tom.ii.  col.  825. 


De  Si/ned.  Fê- 
ler. Eliraor.  L.  I. 
c.  XIV.  col.  1120. 
fol.  edit. 

Annotât,  ad 
Socrat.  H.  E. 
L.  vi.  c.  rs. 
sec.  v.  p.  323. 

Rirtaard.  Ana- 
lyfis  CC.  Gen.  et 
Part.  Tern.  in. 
p.  36. 


"  Presbyters  were  fo  called,"  fays  Bifliop  Burnet,  "  not  from  their 
age,  as  they  were  men.  but  from  the  age  of  their  Chriftianity."  "  No- 
men  eft  non  œtatis  "  (feil.  TrpeavSiVe/ooç)  in  Suicer's  words,  "Jèd  officii  et 
dignitatis."  It  is  a  remark  of  the  learned  Selden,  in  explanation  of  the 
titles  of  finiores,  presbyteri,  &c,  that  the  fame  latitude  was  extended  to 
thefe  terms  when  ufed  in  lay-policy  ;  "  apud  Anglos  antiquiths  voca- 
banlitr  eldermen  feu  alderme?i,  quafi  feniores,  non  propter  fenectutem, 
cum  quidam  adolefenles  ejfent,fed  propter  fapientia?n." 

(')  "  SUrhipvcsbntCï,"  fays  Valefius,  "  nomen  honoris  eft,  non  vetuf- 
tatis.  Epifcopi  enim  ex  prtsbyterorum  collegio  eos  quus  vellent  arcl)i  = 
prcsbiucroë  eligebant,  ut  docet  Liberatus  in  Breviario,  cap.  nv." 

(■)  "Sexto  circiter  fœculo,  dijtincta  fuere  archiprcsbjitcvouun  ge- 
nera duo,  ut  alius  arrpiprcôbgtcr  uroanus  ejjet,  nivalis  alius." 


Sect.  II.] 


&rcl)tpm;t>gtcr. 
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Diatriba  de 

sptotopapiSi  cap. 


^rcfttp resby tcrt  bt'cant  nullam  in  urbe  potejlatem,  nullum 
minijterium  habent,  fed  in  majoribus  celebrioribufque  pagis 
conftituuntur.  Ac  Jîngulis,  prœter  ecclefiœ  propria:  cura- 
tionem,  certarum  ecclejiarum,  certorumque  presbyterorum, 
qui  videlicet  per  minores  titulos  habitant,  infpectio,  obferva- 
tioque  committitur."  See  alfo  Morin.  de  Sacris  Ordina- 
tionibus  Pars  ni.  Exercit.  xvi.  cap.  n.  2,  3.  p.  215.  Boëh- 
mer.  Jus  Ecclejiajl.  Protejiant.  Tom.  i.  L.  i.  Tit,  xxiv. 
pp.  582-3.  and  Morifan.  de  ^rotopapts  cap.  vu.  p.  104. 
where  the  twofold  diftinction  is  extended  to  the  Greek 
as  well  as  the  Latin  church  : — "  quemadmodum  in  occi- 
dentali  ecclejïâ  archi'presbrjterorum  duo  genera  erant,  quorum  mVp.'io4. 
alii  quidem,  quos  urbanos  dicebant,  cathcdralibus  ecclejiis  cl^^ucang. 
incardinati  ejfent ;  alii  verd,  quos  rurales,  rusttcos,  foreuses,  1g™c°{l  med' 
paqanos,  bt'canos  cognominabant,  pagorum  presbyteris,  poft 
fublatum  prœfertim  ufum  tftorepiscoporum,  ita  mandato 
epifcopi  prœefjent,  ut  plebis  capita,  parochique  conjlituereu- 
tur  :  hand  /ecus  in  ecclefiâ  Grœcâ,  prœter  cathedralium 
protopapas,  feu  primos  pojl  epifcopum  in  ecclefia  cathedrali 
presbyteros,  innumeri  occurrunt  locorum  protopapae,  et  ple- 
bium  curio  nes." 

The  diftinction,  here  made,  is  the  popular  one,  Parochial  a „n- 
generally  received  ;  but  Bifhop  Kennett's  is  fomewhat  p.339.' 
different  ; — though  he  refers  to  Duarenus  as  his  autho- 
rity.   Severing  altogether  the  catfieïjral  arrfttpresbntert 
from  the  hearts  rural  of  his  interefting  epifode,  the  paro-  ! 
chial  antiquary  fays  of  the  latter,  "  Thefe  îïeans  were 
conftituted  over  a  certain  number  of  churches  within  a 
large  city,  and  were  then  called  îrccam  urbant  and  bfcam; 
or  elfe  over  the  like  extent  of  country  churches,  and 
were  then  ftrictly  called  ijecam  rurales."    Gibfon,  too,  cod.i.E.A. 

-  r  no  i    n  Tit.  XIII.  c.  VIII. 

applies  urban t  in  the  fame  limited  feme,  to  the  exclufion 
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Name  ant)  Œttle. 


[Part  I. 


of  catôcïrral  fceans,  but  bicant  he  ufes  as  a  fynonyme  of 
rurales1. 

Upon  this  view,  the  reader  will  perceive  that  urban 
and  bt'ean  ïreans  were  merely  rural  Ireans2,  fet  over 


Van  Efpen  Jur. 
Eeclef.  Univ. 
P.  i.  Tit.  xil. 
cap.  II.  p.  58. 


Les  LoixEccléf. 
de  France  &c. 
par  M.  Louis  De 
Hcricourt. 
Analufe,  p.  73. 


Ant'iq.  of  Can- 
terbury, P.  I. 
p.  175. 


(')  A  farther  diftinction  between  catficuial  or  urbtcar  ïieang,  and 
beaitg-tUtal  or  îlccant  ©fittettanttattg,  is  derived  from  the  fuperior  rank 
of  the  former — "  Slrchtprcsbgtert  mraleg  nullum  dignitatem,  fed  merum 
officium  habere  cenfentur  ;  uc  in  omnibus  fuis  functionibus  ab  inftruc- 
tionibus  epifcoporum  dependent  ;  arcfttpteisbnteratug  vero  catïjeïJraltg  vera 
eft  dignitas;  muniaque  de  jure  vel  confueiudine  annexa,  jure  digni- 
tatis, id  eft,  jure  ordinario  fieuti  archidiaconi  habent;  idedque  nee  pro 
arbi.trio  epifcoporum  tolli  aut  diminui  poffitit." 

In  Les Loix  EccléJ laftiques  de  France  we  find  the  following  particularities 
of  duty  fpecified  as  belonging  to  the  avcfttpvitrcS  of  the  Gallican  church. 

"  Titre  xxiv.  De  l'office  de  I'arcfttpietre.  Dans  le  feptihne  et  dans 
le  neuvième  fiècles,  les  fonctions  de  l'aichiprètre  ue  l'église  cathédrale 
étoient  de  veiller  fur  tous  les  curés  de  la  ville,  qu'on  appelloit  alors  cardi- 
naux; de  leur  faire  obferver  les  ordonnances  de  l'évêque;  d'offrir  le 
faint  facrifice  en  l'abfence  de  l'évêque  aux  jours  folemnels  ;  d'entendre 
\  la  confeffion  de  tous  les  prêtres,  et  de  leur  impofer  des  pénitences.  (E 
y  a  encore  des  archtprctreS  dans  quelques  églises  cathédrales,  qui  font 
l'office,  à  certains  jours,  en  l'abfence  de  l'évêque  ;  mais  qui  n'ont  aucune 
jurifdiction  fur  les  curés  de  la  ville  épifcopale  :  on  voit  encors  dans 
d'autres  diocéfes  des  curés  qui  ont  le  titre  D'arcfttpretreg  De  la  bille, 
aufquels  cette  qualité  ne  donne  que  quelques  marques  de  diftinction,  fans 
aucune  jurifdiction  fur  leurs  confrères.  îi'arcïjtprètre  ue  la  btlle  étoit 
fournis  à  l'archidiacre.) 

"  Les  archtprctves  lie  la  campagne,  qu'on  appelle  communément  ÏJoneng 
ruraui,  doivent  veiller  non-feulement  fur  les  peuples,  mais  encore  fur  la 
conduite  des  curés  qui  font  dans  l'étendue  du  uogenne  ;  faire  obferver 
exactement  la  difeipline  eccléfiaftique,  et  rendre  un  compte  fidèle  à 
l'évêque  de  tout  ce  qui  fi  pajfe." 

(2)  So  Somner  underftands  and  applies  the  title: — "  It  re- 
mains that  I  fpeak  fomevvhat  of  the  Dean,  an  eceleiiaftical  officer  fet  to 
over-fee  a  certain  number  of  pariflies,  amongft  which  are  thofe  of  our 
city,  and  a  neceflary  member  in  the  ecclefiaftical  or  fpiritual  government 
of  the  fame.    We  call  him  a  rural  Dean." 


Sect.  II.] 


Il 


parochial  churches  and  their  incumbents,  in  urbe  or  in 
vico,  diftinct  from  catfieijral  Ùcans,  whofe  prefidency  was 
only  over  perfons.  But  I  prefer  the  popular  notion  of 
Bifhop  Atterbury  (no  very  high  authority  in  thefe  mat- 
ters), becaufe  it  is  fupported  by  the  Summa  SUveftrina 
fol.  xxxix.  (which  makes  the  "  arcljtprcsbyter  ctbi'tatensts  " 
the  fame  as  "  @L.  ccclf siac  catftelrralts,  qui  alio  nomine 
dicitur  fcecantis,")  and  by  fuch  learned  canonifts  as  Car- 
dinal Hoftienfis,  Panormitan1,  Lyndwood,  Auguftin  Bar- 
bofa,  Ferro  Manrrique,  Galganetti,  Van  Efpen,  Molanus, 
and  others,  as  well  as  the  above-cited  author  de  Sacris 
Ecclefœ  Minijleriis  ac  Benejiciis. 

To  quote  only  a  few: — "  Eft  autem  duplex  arcfii'prcs= 
brjtcr,"  writes  Auguftin  Barbofa,  "  unus  ttrbantts,  et  alius 
rttralts  feu  foraneus  :  ttrbantts  eft  qui  in  urbe  dec/ens  dig- 
nitati  prœejï  cathedrali,  vel  collegiatâ  ecclefiâ  ;  rttralts 
rerô,  vel  foraneus,  qui  ruri  ecclefiœ  prœeji  parochiali,  feu 

plebaniœ  et  hic  prop  rie  videtur  dici  Ùecanus  .  .  .  .non 

quod  necejfarid  decern  prœeffe  debeat,fed  quia  facta  tranfla- 
tione  à  perfectione  denarii  numeri  îïecanus  folet  appellari 
omnis  ilk,  qui  alicujus  ordinis  primus,  et  prœcipuus  efl? 

"  f&xtfyiipitzbiittxi  finit  iti  duplici  differentia"  fays  Ferro 
Manrrique,  "alii  namque  dicuntur  ubttatenses  ....  alii 

autem  rurales,  feu  pUbartt  arcbt'presbrjter  rttralts 

feu  plcbamts  folicitudinem  plcbantœ  fuœ,  tàm  in  ruflicos, 
quàm  facerdotes  in  divinis  et  vitœ  circumfpectione  gérant." 


Archidiaconal 
Charge  to  the 
Clergy  of  Tot- 
nefs,  1708. 


Auguftini  Bar- 
bofae  de  Canoni- 
cis  et  Digiiila- 
tibus  cap.  VI. 
p.  61.  de  Sttclji» 
prcëbtjtci'O. 


D.M.F.  Manr- 
rique de  Prtece- 
dentiis  et  Prœ- 
latioiiibus  Kc- 
clejiafticis, 
Queelt.  VI. 
p.  36. 1. 


(')  See  Panormitan.  Tom.  n.  p.  73;  Hoftienfis  Tom.  i.  fol.cxix.  ;  Gal- 
ganettus  de  Jure  publico,  L.  III.  Tit.  xxn.  ;  de  &rc|)tprc$tijitcvb  et 
Decant*,  pp.  230,  231  ;  Van  Efpen  i".  E.  U.  Part  i.  Tit.  vi.  de  Decant* 
@l)rbtianttatt£,  p.  29.  ;  et  Tit.  xii.  cap.  n.  p.  58.  ;  Joannes  de  Deo 
Pœnitential.  cap.  xi. 
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Name  anï>  Œttle. 


[Part  I. 


Molan.  de  Ca- 
nonicis,  L.  n. 
c.  vin.  p.  157. 


Ley's  Defenfive 
Doubts  &c. 


p.  44. 


Décret.  Pars  I. 
Diftinct.  xxv. 
de  Ecclef.  Offic. 


Molanus,  having  noticed  the  arcinpresbrjteu  ctbttatensts, 
fnbjoins  "  reliqui  verô  pajiores  pqftorum  ujitatè  dici  Jolent 
frétant  rurales,  vél  ïrecam  Œïm'sttanttatis  :  fed  hodiè  arcôt'= 
prcsïiy tert  fuarum  regionum  dici  malunt." 

"  To  fpeake  in  the  phrafe  of  the  prefent  age,"  fays 
the  fcrupnloiis  paftor  of  Great  Budworth,  "  the  urban  we 
may  call  eatïjetiraU  îïcans;  the  bfcan,  Ireanes  rurall."  See 
alfo  Downame's  Defence  of  his  Confecration  Sermon,  L.  i. 
chap.  8.  p.  188— 9.  and,  for  the  fourfold  divifion  of  beans 
according  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Law  of  England,  fee 
Burn's  E.  L.  Vol.  n.  p.  75.  Beans  and  Chapters. 

From  thefe  brief,  but  sufficient  definitions  and  expla- 
nations of  arc&t'presbrjteral  duties,  the  reader  will  under- 
ftand,  in  limine,  their  diftinction,  nature,  and  character  : 
though  our  prefent  bufinefs  is  only  with  the  titles  of  the 
office,  not  with  its  duties.  Of  the  firft  here  defined,  the 
urban  or  catfjetiral  ardjprtest — his  origin  and  office — it  is 
foreign  to  my  purpofe  to  say  any  thing,  otherwife  than 
as  lharing,  with  his  more  humble  namefake,  the  title  of 
arc^tpresbgter  and  îïccanus,  or  affimilating,  in  fome  of  his 
functions,  with  his  bt'ean  reprefentative.  His  particular 
duties  in  the  primitive  church,  localized  in  an  epifcopal 
city,  we  learn  from  a  letter  of  Ifidore  \  bifhop  of  Seville, 
to  Ludifred,bilhop  of  Corduba,(^.Z).  dxcv.) — incorporated 
in  the  canons  of  the  council  of  Toledo,  {A.D.  dcxxxiii.) 
— from  a  decretal  of  Pope  Leo  IV.  (A.D.  dcccl.),  and 


(')  Gratian  refers  to  Ifidore  and  the  council  of  Toledo  as  his  autho- 
rities ;  but  I  find  no  fuch  partage  in  the  letter  of  the  bifliop  of  Seville, 
nor  in  any  council  of  Toledo.  There  is  no  notice  whatever  of  the 
arcftprcôtigter  in  the  letter  to  the  bifliop  of  Corduba,  publiflied  in  the 
SS.  CC.  Tom.  vu.  col.  434,  feqq.  See  Baluzii  Nolœ  ad  Gratianum, 
D.  25.  c.  1.,  ad  calcem  Antonii  Auguftini  Dialog.  &c.  Lib.  n.  p.  455. 


Sect.  II.] 


&ichtpvcsbgtcr. 
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other  later  fources1: — and  thofe  of  the  bt'cnn  or  rural 
arctjprtest,  exercifed  "per  minores  tituhs2,"  over  the  Decreet.  Gre- 
clergy  diftributed  amongft  the  country  churches,  we  t.xxiv.^o^c. 

&J  °  .,      „  .  Archipresb. 

learn  from  a  canon  of  the  council  of  Pavia,  (A.  D.  dcccl.) 

— recited  avToXetei,  and  confirmed  by  a  council  of  Rome,  cmn.  Cone 

r»  t.  \  AnonymiSS. 

otherwife  called  of  Ravenna,  (A.D.  dcccciv.) — of  which  cc. Tom.xi. 

v  J  col.  706. 

more  anon. 

Nearly  three  centuries  before  the  council  of  Pavia, 
bt'tan  artfjpresurjtcrs  are  recorded  in  the  nineteenth 
canon  of  the  council  of  Tours,  (A.D.  dlxvii.) — the  ear- 
lieft  notice 3,  perhaps,  of  thefe  functionaries  extant  :  for 
they  are  certainly  not  fo  ancient  as  tatfjeîïral  îïeans  ; 
infomuch  as  fixed  parifh  priefts  were  of  much  later  infti- 


56'.  CC.  Tom.  vr. 
col.  539. 


(')  See  De  officio  Decant  CC.  M.B.  et  H.  Tom.  i.  pp.497— 499.  and 
more  fully  pp.  535  and  741 — for  the  duties  of  the  cathcotal  Dean  in  Eng- 
land. The  latter  references  ftate  the  ufages  of  the  churches  of  Lincoln 
and  Sarum,  the  former  those  of  Lichfield.  —  For  continental  ufages, 
fee  Boëhmer.  Jus  Eeclef.  Protejl.  Lib.  i.  Tit.  xxiv.  §  l.  and  Corvin.  de 
per/on.  et  benejic.  ecclef.  Lib.  r.  Tit.  xx.  n.  6.  The  Kcgt^ttum  j&anctt 
©gmunDl,  a  valuable  lately  tranferibed,  under  the  aufpices,  and 

at  the  coft,  of  Bifliop  Burgefs  of  Sarum,  is  full  on  the  fubject  of  the 
cathroral  ocan'g  duties.    See  fol.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

(2)  The  tituli  were  the  fmaller  churches;  fo  called  from  this  circum-  Mosheim's 
fiance,  that  the  presbyters,  who  officiated  in  them,  were  called  by  the  p^'Ce^lV' 
names  of  the  places  where  they  were  erected,  i.e.  received  titles,  which  Vol.  i.  note  9. 
fixed  them  to  those  particular  cures.    See  alfo  Bingham  O.  E.  B.  vin. 

cap.  i.  s.  10. 

(3)  Whether  the  following  canon  of  the  fécond  council  of  Bracara,  the 
metropolis  of  Gallicia,  (A.D.  dlxiii.)  refer  to  urban  or  bican  atcljpticStg, 
or  both,  I  leave  to  the  reader  to  determine  ; — probably  to  the  former 
only:  —  " vi.  Item  placuit,  ut  de  rebus  ecclefiafticis  très  œqure  Jiant 
portiones  ;  id  eft,  epifcopi  una,  alia  clericorwn,  tertia  in  reparatione  vel 
in  luminariis  ecclefiœ  :  de  qua  parte  five  archtprcgbgtcr^îre  archidia- 
conus,  Mam  adminijlrans,  epifcopo  faciat  rationem." 


SS.CC.  Tom. vi. 
col.  521. 


1 4                                              Name  an&  Œttlc.                       [Part  I. 

Mirac.  L.i.  c.78. 
L.  ii.  c.  22. 
DeGlor.Confeff. 
c.  5. 

Fii.  Pai.  c.  9. 

tution  than  the  college  of  presbyters,  and  confequently 
the  rulers  of  the  former,  than  thofe  of  the  latter.  How- 
ever, that  nrcf)pvtsbyt£rs  were  diftributed  in  rural  diltricts 
in  the  fixth  century,  is  clear  from  the  writings  of  Gre- 
gory, bifhop  of  Tours,  who  died  before  its  clofe  K  We 
there  find  the  following  notices  of  them.  "  gïrcïn'prfS» 
bpter  parochiœ  Nemaufenjîs,  &c."  "glrcbtprcsbytcr  qui 
tunc  locum  ilium  regebat,  &c."  "Cùm  flVCÏ)iprcst>Btcr  loci 
Eulalius  clericos  conviviis  iiwitqfl'et,  Edatius  verd  alius 
'presbyter  viduis  ac  pauperibus  reliquis  edulium  prœpa- 
raret,  &c."  "  &rcl)tprcsh"tcr  Mereenfis  vici,  &c."  All 
which  paflages  feem  to  indicate  that  arcijpriests  were 
localized  in  country  parifhes,  and  invetted  with  a  ge- 
neral fuperintendence  of  others  adjoining,  in  addition 
to  their  own  perfonal  cures,  or,  at  leaft,  with  parochial 
rule  and  governance  of  other  presbyters,  in  the  fixth 
century. 

(')  Gregory,  bifliop  of  Tours,  or,  as  he  is  often  called,  Georgius  Flo- 
rentius  Gregorius,  was  born  at  Auvergne,  about  the  year  dxliv.,  and 
died  at  Rome  in  the  year  dxcv. 

Sect.  III.] 
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SECTION  III. 
Bccanug — the  identity  of  JDcan$  Mural  and  ^lrcï)prcsbgterô  Mural. 


Glnffar.  Ar- 
chaolog.  p.  164. 


HE  title  of  Becanus  or  Bean  (for  the  pri- 


mary fignification  of  which,  fee  Suicer's  Gibfon  codex 
Inejaurus  hcdejiajticus,  in  voce  AeKavoç,  cap.vm.  P.97i. 
Tom.  i.  col.  834.),  whether  applied  to  fecu- 
lar  or  ecclefiaftical  office,  has  its  origin  in  a  prefidency 
over  ten,  either  perfons  or  places.  "  Aekanoz  à  ôe/<àç," 
according  to  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  "  in  militia  dictus  eft, 
qui  decern  prafuit  militions  ;  in  monqfteriis,  decern  mona- 
chis  ;  in  ecclejîâ  majori,  decern  prœbendis  ;  in  epifcopatûs 
divijione,  decern  clericis  feu  parochiis  ;  in  centuries  five 
hundredi  dijtinctione,  îïfcantîc fuœ  fodalibus." 

The  fcean  rural,  with  whom  alone,  of  the  many1  here 
defined,  we  have  any  concern,  was  fo  called  becaufe  he 
ufually  had  charge  over  ten  country  parithes  and  their  Provincial. 

"  dicuntur  îïecaru,"  fays  Lyndwood,  "  eo  quôd  m v.sSconof1 

rurales. 


clergy5 


(')  The  reader  will  be  amufed,  and  perhaps  edified,  with  Ley's 
defcription  of  the  different  forts  of  ïieang  (if  he  chance  to  polfefs  the 
book)  in  "  Defenfive  Doubts,  Hopes  and  Reafons,  for  Refufall  of  the 
Oath,  imjiofed  hy  the  fixth  canon  of  the  late  fynod."  London,  1641. 
pp.  44,  feqq.  "  Firft  of  ueancg,"  fays  the  paftor  of  Great  Budworth 
in  Chefliire — "  The  doubt  is,  What  &eancg  are  here  meant — The  reafon, 
Becaufe  in  the  whole  canon  law  there  is  no  title  of  the  degree  of  a  fccanc 
(fays  Azorius)  &c.  &c." 

(2)  But  the  fame  latitude  obtained  in  rural  as  in  urban  appointments, 
in  refpect  of  numbers  :  for  "  nothing  more  common,"  in  Fuller's  words, 

"than 


Hiftory  of  Wal- 
tham  Abbey,  p.G. 
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Gratian.l.  Dis. 
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Thomaffin.  V.  et 
N.  E.  D.  de  B. 
Part  II.  Ul. 
c.  v.  Tom.  I. 
p.  225. 


Downame's  De- 
fence of  his  Con- 
fecration  Ser- 
mon, L.  I.  chap, 
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decern  clericis  {rectoribus  ecclejîarum,  Spelman.  Ghffar. 
Archceol.  in  voce)  Jive  parocMis  prajint,  fecundum 
Papiam." 

The  identity  of  the  office  of  the  latter  and  of  the 
tountrp  ardjprtests  is  clearly  proved  from  the  ancient 
conjiitution — heretofore  erroneoufly  attributed  to  the 
council  of  Agatha  (A.D.  dvi.),  and  by  Rheginon,  Bur- 
chard,  and  Gratian,  admitted  into  their  feveral  compila- 
tions, as  one  of  its  canons — wherein  thefe  functionaries 
are  enjoined  under  both  titles,  identified  with  each  other, 
to  attend  at  the  church-door  on  penitential  fervice  at 
the  commencement  of  Lent.  The  words  of  this  conjii- 
tution  (which,  as  not  being  found  in  any  of  the  canons 
of  that  council  now  extant,  I  have,  on  competent  autho- 
rity, already  ventured  to  appropriate  to  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Great — with  the  church-difcipline  and  titles 
of  which  period  it  harmonizes  well,  while  it  is  at  variance 
with  thofe  of  the  earlier  date  alluded  to,)  are  thefe  : — 
"  Ubi  adeje  debent  îïttant1,  id  eji,  ardjt'presbrjteri  parod)ta= 
rum,  cum  tejtïbus,  id  eft,  \yresbyteris  pœnitentium,  qui 


"  than  to  wean  terms  from  their  infant  and  original  fenfe,  and  by  custom 
to  extend  them  to  a  larger  fignification  ;  as  ïlcan  afterwards  plainly  de- 
noted a  fuperior  over  others,  whether  fewer  than  ten,  as  the  fix  preben- 
daries of  Rochester;  or  more,  as  the  three-and-thirty  of  Salisbury." 
See  alfo  Dr.  Nicholls's  comment  in  Mant's  Prayer  Book;  Introduction, 
p. xviii.  in  v.  "every  Dean;"  and  Auguftin  Barbofa  de  Canon,  et  Dig- 
nitat.  c.  vi.  p.  6-1.  before  cjuoted. 

(')  "  As  the  archtpresbgtcri  in  latter  times  were  called  Decant,"  fays 
Dr.  Downame,  "  urban  or  cathcutal  tjcan£,  fo  the  presbyters  of  the  citie 
{trpea^vTepoi  rrjç  xo.\eo>ç — cone.  Neocœfar.  c.  13.  civilatenfes  presbyteri — 
!  cone.  Agath.  c.  22.)  were  in  proceffe  of  time  called  canonici  and  pre- 
bendarii,  and  the  company  of  them,  which  have  beene  called  presby- 
terium,  was  termed  capitulum,  in  Englifli  chapter." 
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eortm  converfationem  diligentèr  mfpicere  debent  &c." 
Their  famenefs  is  farther  eftablimed  by  a  paiïage  in  the 
capitular)/  of  Touloufe  {A.D.  dcccxliii.),  under  Charles 
the  Bald,  which  fpeaks  of  the  arcïjprîcsts  as  actually 
conftituted  in  their  ïieanrics — cap.  nr.  "  Statuant  epifcopi 
loca  convenientia  per  ïrecant'as,  Jîcut  conftituti  funt  arc|lt= 
presbntert  &c."  —  by  a  canon  of  the  fynod  of  Treves 
{A.D.  DccccxLVin.),  cited,  with  the  latter  to  the  fame 
effect,  by  Father  Rouvière,  in  his  Hijlory  of  St.  Johns 
Monastery  at  Rheims  —  " &rcf)t'prcsinitcrt,  qui  et  ïrccant 
rurales  appeïlantur  &c."  —  by  the  council  of  Clermont 
(A.D.  mxcv.),  "  ut  mdlus  fit  arcf)tprest)rjter,  quod  alicubi 
dicitur  bftanus  &c." — by  the  councils  of  Tours  (A.  D. 
MCLxni.),  and  of  Rome  (A.D.  mclxxix.),  "Decant  quidam 
vel  arcïji'presbrjtert  ad  agendas  vices  epifcoporum  &c." — by 
a  refcript  of  Pope  Innocent  III.  {A.D.  mccxiv.) — "&rcrjt'= 
prcsuijtcrt,  qui  à  pluribus  îïecant  nuncupantur  &c." — by  a 
fécond  council  of  Treves  {A.D.  mcccx.) — "Decant  rurales 
feu  forenses  ardji'presbntert  &c." — and  laftly,  by  a  conftitu- 
tion  of  Pope  Benedict.  XII.  {A.  D.  kecexxxv.),  "Decants 
ruralt'tJits  duntaxat  exceptis,  qui  in  aliquibus  region/bus 
arcrjtpresbnteri  nominantur." 

Upon  thefe  many  averments,  we  may,  affuredly,  con- 
clude the  identity  of  the  arcfupresunteral  and  îjccanal 
charges  : — upon  which  point,  indeed,  I  mould  have  been 
lefs  full  and  particular 1,  had  not  Mr.  Johnfon,  the 
learned  and   laborious   translator  of  our  Ecclefiajtic 
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(')  As  nearly  all  the  evidence  to  be  hereafter  adduced  refpecting*  the 
duties  of  thefe  ecclefiaftics  is  cited  upon  a  full  conviction  that  their  office 
was  the  fame  under  either  title,  it  feemed  important  to  eftablifli  the  fact 
of  identity  upon  incontrovertible  grounds. 


VOL.  I. 
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Laws,  controverted  it  in  his  notes  upon  the  Saxon 
inftitutes. — "  Very  egregious  miftakes,"  fays  the  vicar  of 
Cranbrook,  "  have  been  committed  by  a  famous  anti- 
quarian in  relation  to  thefe  officers  called  rural  beans. 
He  fuppofes  them  to  have  been  the  fame  with  the  axtf)= 
presbyters  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  century  ;  which  may 
be  confuted  by  looking  into  the  Decretal,  L.  i.  Tit.  xxiv. 
xxv."  But  the  reader  will  acknowledge  that  Bifhop 
White  Kennett,  to  whofe  able  work  on  Parochial  Anti- 
quities Mr.  Johnfon  alludes,  might  adduce  ftrong  evi- 
dence for  his  affertion,  in  the  cafes  of  continental 
church-police  already  referred  to  ;  and,  were  the  iffue 
yet  dubious,  in  confequence  of  foreign  examples  being 
inadmiffible,  might  accumulate  on  them  our  infular  con- 
ftitutions — the  areôpriests  of  Ireland  being  therein  faid 
to  be  the  prefidents  of  the  rural  foeanrtes  in  mccxvi  ;  and 
arebprtcsts  or  îreans  being  expreffly  mentioned  in  a  Bull  of 
Pope  John  XXII.  to  the  clergy  of  England  in  mcccxvii  ; 
and  in  the  Procefs  of  Grenefeld,  archbilTiop  of  York, 
during  the  years  mcccx  and  mcccxi  ;  and  yet  farther 
might  he  fupport  his  view  by  the  united  fanctions  of 
Somner,  Ducange,  Dr.  Mocket,  and  Dr.  Zouch  : — "  Quem 
recentiores  ïrecanum  ruralem,"  fays  the  antiquarian  of  Can- 
terbury, "  et  exteri  arebtprcsbrjterum  bteanum,  antiquiores 

Angli  tiecanum  ©fmsttamtatts  vocarunt."    "  liecana= 

tt'bus  pnejiciuntur  rurales  îiccam," — Dr.  Mocket  remarks, 
"  antiquis  arrbtpresbrjtcrts  non  multiim  dijimiles  :" — and 
again  lefs  qualifiedly,  "îïecam  rurales  ceteris  ecclejîœ  c5ov= 
epfseopfs  et  arcbtpresbrjterts  regtonan'i's  hand  diJJimUes:" — 
and  Dr.  Zouch,  "  Sub  archidiaconis  conftituuntur  ùeeant 
rurales,  qui  oUrn  areïjtpresvjrjtcri  rurales  dicébantur." — Need 
I  add  the  affeveration  of  Mr.  Whitaker,  the  Hiftorian  of 
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Manchester,  that  "the  rural  îïcan  is  the  fame  ecclefiaftical  P«*i.c.vin. 

J  p.  64. 

officer  as  the  arcfrtprcsbgtcr  or  artjfrprtest  ?"  or  the  much 
earlier  opinions  of  Spelman,  Rouvière,  Morin,  Thomaffin, 
and  others,  to  the  fame  point  ? — Nay,  Mr.  Johnfon  him- 
felf,  in  his  Ancient  and  Prefent  Church  of  England, 
acknowledges  that  "  arc&prf sbytcrs  and  rural  toans  are 
much  the  fame." 

The  date  of  this  change  of  name  may  be  fixed,  on  the 
authority  of  the  firft-cited  conftitution,  about  the  clofe  of  Van  E(i>en  J»r- 

J  '  ,  Eccl.  Univ.  P.  t 

the  eighth  or  the  commencement  of  the  ninth  century;  "fit— .cup. i. 
and  the  inducement  to  it,  the  divifion  of  diocefes  at  that 
time  into  ïiccertnaucs  or  fceanms  ;  over  which  arcôpricsts, 
previoufly  exiftent  as  fubordinate,  vicarious  church- 
governors,  were  then  placed  with  the  new  title  of  ÎJtans,  See  Spelman. 
in  accordance  with  the  prevalent  civil  polity  of  the  time,  in  v.  bccanatus, 
and  inverted  with  vaftly  augmented  jurisdiction,  in  con-  P 
fequence  of  the  decay  and  abolition  of  c^orcptscopt. 
"  &rc&iprcsrirjtnt  dicti  videntur  irecant,"  fays  Morin,  " ed  5^api*Ijr" 
qnbd  antiquitùs  diœcefes  erant  per  tetanias  divifœ1,  quibus  Exereit.xvi. 
prœerant  arrïjtprcsuDtcrt."      (Ex  Capit.  Caroli  Calvi  c.  3. 


(' )  "  Diocefes  have  been  fubdivided  into  fuperior  precincts,"  fays   Hiftorical  and 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  "  called  teanarteg  or  ï)£Canar(cg,  the  chief  of  which   cjS^&0.  Ch_p. 
was  wont  to  be  a  presbyter  of  the  highejl  note,  called  foccanuS,  or  arch-   xn.  p.23. 
presenter.    The  name  whereof  was  taken  from  that  precinct  of  the  lay- 
power,  called  Decennaries,  having  ten  presbyters  under  his  vifit,  even  as 
the  DcccnnerS  under  their  chief." 

"  Auctâ  diœcefi  epifcoporum,"  fays  Boëhmer,  "hanc  in  plures  ïjeca-   Jus Eœlefialt, 
natu£  di/tribuerunt  etfmgulis  Decanattbug  uecanum  feu  arcbtprcsbntemm 

Tit.  xxv.  sec. 

prœfecerunt,  quern  arcbtjncsbgtcrum  rtualcm  dixêre,  qui  preabyterorum  xux- 
ruralium  euram  habebat."      See  Van  Efpen  /.  E.  U.  Part  i.  Tit.  vi. 
cap.  i.  p.  29:   wherefore,  by  Pierre  Rouvière  the  tjecanate  of  Ofcar  is  I  Reomaus  p.  629. 
called  tjecama  archtpiegbgteralte — an  arebpuest  being-  the  ecclefiaftical 
governor  of  the  fccanrn. 
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ConcU.  Galliœ  Tom.  in.)  And  very  reafonable,  indeed, 
it  was,  that  the  bifhop  (who  was,  "  according  to  the 
notation  of  his  name,  o-Ko-rtoç,  a  watchman  and  fentinel, 
and  therefore  obliged  èirta-KOTreîv,  diligently  and  care- 
fully to  infpect  and  obferve,  to  fuperintend  and  pro- 
vide for,  thofe  that  were  under  his  charge,")  mould  take 
advantage  of  new  civil  divifions  of  his  -napoiKia,  for  the 
purpofe  of  meting  out  to  certain  deputies,  already  con- 
ftituted  in  the  church,  well-defined  diftricts  of  fupervi- 
fion.  For  being  unable  to  infpect  perfonally  all  his 
widely-fcattered  congregations,  after  the  multiplying  of 
country  churches  ;  and  arcïjtprcstnuerates  ("  dijîrictus 
arcfttpresbytm  rttralts")  being,  like  the  elder  cïjot£ptS£o= 
pates,  ecclefiaftical  territories  of  indiftinct  limitation, 
(indeed  we  know  nothing  about  them  beyond  this  — 
that  their  extent  was  fettled,  and  the  capital  of  each 
appointed  by  the  abfolute  authority  of  the  bilhop 1  ;  a 
particular  church  in  every  diftrict  being  exalted  into 
a  pre-eminence  over  the  reft,  and  the  rector  of  the 
one  made  the  fuperintendent  of  the  others,)  he  would 
gladly,  for  the  better  ordering2  of  his  diocefe,  merge  the 
uncertainty  of  the  fpiritual  in  the  certainty  of  the  fecular 

(')  "Similiter  in  pote/late  epifcopi  e/l  Ubtïûtum  tetanorum  vel  ex- 
tendere  vel  limitare;  imo  et  unam  Drcnntam  Jive  tot£trtctum  arctnprcsbg- 
tiratuS  in  plures  dividere,  aid  plures  in  unam  c.onflare." 

(2)  "  Utilitèr  in  omnibus  epifcopatibus"  lays  the  bifliop  of  Ypres  in 
Flanders,  "  recepta  ejl  cujnfque  dicecefis  in  fit canatUÔ  partitio  &c."  On 
the  {"core  of  conveniency  alone,  as  far  as  I  can  fee,  is  the  divifion  of 
diocefes  into  fieanrtcg  preferved  in  our  ecclefiaftical  books,  in  modern 
days,  where  the  Dean  exifts  not.  For  regulating-  the  attendance  of  the 
clerg-y  on  the  different  fynodal  vifitations  of  the  bifliop  and  his  arch- 
deacons, the  diftrict  is  ftill  ufeful  ;  but  would  be  far  more  fo,  if  it  had 
its  local  ordinary. 
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diftribution,  the  arcfitpresbrtferate1  in  the  tftcanate,  andj 
the  title  of  arcfipriest  in  that  of  fcean=rural  ;  and,  there- 
fore, ThomalTin  ufes  the  terms  arcfifpresbimratus  and 
îïccanatus  as  equally  fignifying  thefe  ecclefiaftical  divi- 
fions  of  the  diocefe. 

On  this  fubiect  of  the  analogy  of  fecular  and  eccle-  De  ExordUs  et 

.  11  •  •  Increment**  Re- 

fiaftic  office,  here  briefly  alluded  to,  in  the  ninth  cen-  rum  Eecujiafi. 
tury,  Walafrid  Strabo  has  written  at  large,  in  his  Com-  Hittorp.  Tom.  I. 
paratio   Ecclejiajticorum  Ordinum  et  Secularium  ;   and,  PP  ' 
more  to  the  point  of  our  inquiry,  Bifhop  Kennett,  in  his 
Parochial  Antiquities  ;  as  the  next  divifion  of  our  fub- 
ject,  on  the  origin  of  the  ttccanal  office  of  the  country, 
will  fhew. 


(')  "Fetus  fuit  harum  uftantamm  infiitutio,"  obferves  Pierre  Rou- 
vière,  "  reique  ecclefiqftic/e  in  agris  opportunij/ima.  Cum  enim  ad  | 
presbyteros  rure  degentes  extendere  fe  continué  non  poffèt  epifcoporum 
aut  archidiaconorum  vigilantia,  collocati  fuère  per  intervalla,  in  qui- 
bufdam  quafi  excubiis  presbyterorum  aliqui  îiccanî,  vel  arcl)iprcsbgtert 
vocitati,  ut  cœterorum  pre.sbyterorum  ac  plebis  moribus,  vice  epifcopi 
aut  archidiaconi  invigilarent." 

"  The  craft  of  the  prelates,"  fays  Nathaniel  Bacon  of  our  Saxon  bifliops, 
"  was  to  diftribute  their  fpiritual  offices  through  the  kingdom,  fo  as  to 
influence  and  direct  every  part  of  the  temporal  government,  and  to 
actuate  the  whole  for  the  church's  good.  Thus  every  temporal  officer 
had  a  fpiritual  concomitant." 


Reomaus  Sec. 
p.  629. 

6c  becania  ar= 
cl)h)«ê6ntcwli, 
OJcarenfts  Sc- 


Hiftoricn!  and 
Political  Dif- 
courfe  &c. 
Parti,  c. XII. 
p.  23. 
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orae  30ecanûae  9Rurales* 


PART  II. 
Œïje  ©rtQtn  of  tïjc  Office. 


SECTION  I. 

The  origin  of  3D?an£  i&uval  in  general. — ©jjorqngcojn. 

HEN,  where,  and  by  whom,  rural  arcfjpriests 
or  tie  ans  wTere  at  first  inftituted,  we  in  vain 
endeavour  to  learn,  in  the  filence  of  eccle- 
K^^^q  fiaftical  hiftory  relative  to  their  primary 
eftablifhment.  Our  knowledge  of  them  is  derived,  not 
from  the  records  of  their  inftitution,  but  from  their 
names  and  acts  mentioned  in  the  tomes  of  the  coun- 
cils, and  other  church -authorities  of  high  antiquity. 
These  exhibit  them  in  fettled  power  and  influence, 
exercifmg  their  minifterial  functions  in  aid  of  the  dio- 
7  £  cum  Tit  ce^an  bilhop,  wherever  the  calls  of  parochial  vifitation 
vi.  cap. i.  P.  29.  required  additional  fuperintendents,  delegate  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  fupreme  e-nlaKo-noç,  for  fatisfying  fpiritual 
wants,  and  fupporting  local  difcipline  in  new  Chriftian 
communities. 

The  date  of  their  firft  appearance  in  the  weftern 
church,  as  far  as  it  can  be  afcertained,  has  been  inci- 
dentally ftated  under  the  former  divifion  of  our  fubject. 
The  circumftances,  likewife,  under  which  both  urban 

.  I  . 


A  Humble  tro- 
pofal  for  Paro- 
cltial  Reforma- 
tion &.C.  chap, 
vn.  p.  30. 
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and  rural  îïfans  are  fuppofed  by  Duaren  to  have  arifen 
in  the  church,  have  been  briefly  delivered  in  the  defini- 
tions of  their  respective  duties,  cited  from  that  eminent 
canonifl's  treatife  De  Bencficiis  &c.  Of  the  origin  of 
the  catfjebral  trcan  I  purpofe  to  fay  no  more.  Of  the 
toaiwural's  inflitution  in  particular,  Morin  thus  rea- 
fonably  expreffes  himfelf,  having  juft  before  fuggefted 
the  probable  origin  of  the  urban  functionary — "  Pullu-\  wona.de  Sacr. 
(ante  eccleia,  et  radices,  paimite/que  per  aqros  et  vicos  ;  Exercit.  xvi. 

7  y         .  .  .  7V  I  c. II.  p. 215.  in. 

dijfundente,  arc|)tprcsuut£ns  opus  fuit,  qui  non  modo  près- } 
byterorum  urbkorum,  fed  etiam  rujticorum  curam  gérèrent. 
Satis  turn  non  fuit  aliquem  presbyterum  honore  et  conceffu 
aliis  prœferri.  NeceJJè  fuit  nnum  cœteris  prœfici,  et  folici- 
tudinem  epifcopalem  cum  autoritate  fublevare.  Multiplicatis 
enim  per  varias  diœcejîs  parœcias  presbyteris,  difficile  fuit 
epifcopis  Jolis  tot  presbyterorum  et  parœciarum  folicitudinem 
habere.  Itaque  unum  cœteris  ptrœpofuerunt,  qui  Us  invigi- 
laret,  leviora  quœque  corrigeret,  et  de  difficUiorïbus  ad 
epifcopum  referret." 

To  this  learned  writer  we  readily  grant  the  reafona- 
blenefs  of  his  view  of  the  origin  of  the  arcfjt'prcsorjteral 
economy  in  the  abftract,  and  its  excellent  adaptation 
to  the  purpofes  mentioned — the  Spiritual  furveillance, 
under  the  bifhop,  and  in  his  name,  over  rural  presbyters 
and  their  flocks.  Still  the  office  appears  not,  till  fome 
centuries  after  Chriftianity  had  extended  itfelf  from 
urban  to  rural  diftricts,  and  the  bifliop's  increafed  la- 
bours had  long  needed  helpmates  in  the  latter  quarters. 
How,  then,  was  the  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  of  the  country  See  Morin.  de 

l  nr.-  fi         Sacris  °rdinat- 

m  the  mean  while  fupported,  and  the  affairs  of  the  p.m. Exerc.iv. 

c.  I.  p.  42.  ix. 

more  diflant  parts  of  the  diocefe  looked  after,  before 
the  inflitution  of  îfeans  rural,  and  while  as  yet  the  arch- 
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Suicer.  T.  E. 

Primitive  Chrif- 
tianiiy,  P.  I. 
p.  223. 


B.l.C.V.  Tom.  I. 

p.  40.  Neocrr- 
far.  can.  lviii. 
p.  45  Antioch. 
can.  lxxxvii. 

— T.XXXIX. 

Routh's  Reliq. 
Sarr.  V.  III. 
p.  461.  Cone. 
Neocafar. 
can.  XIII. 
Pueang.  Gloff. 
in  voce  g()0r« 

cpifcopud. 


deacons  had  no  relation  to  the  diocefe,  but  only  to  the 
epifcopal  fee?  (Gibfon  CLE. A.  Tit.  xlii.)  Were  there 
any  epifcopal  fubftitutes  of  earlier  days,  from  whofe 
delegate  capacity  our  rural  arcftprcsbgters  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  derived,  in  any  degree,  the  type  and  cha- 
racter of  their  vicarage  ? 

Dark  as  is  the  hiftory  of  the  Ifccanal  office  as  to  time 
and  place  of  origin,  and  fruitless  any  attempt  to  eluci- 
date it,  out  of  the  fcanty  church-documents  bearing 
on  its  elder  days,  we  know  thus  much  : — arcfjpricsts 
'  or  îreans  were  not  the  firft  officers  to  whofe  vicarious 
protection  under  the  city-bimop,  the  church,  in  her 
wifdom,  committed  the  infant  regiment  of  her  rural 
minifters  and  converts.  Before  the  date  of  fuch  crea- 
tion, there  were  "  chofen  out  of  the  fitter!  and  gravel! 
perfons,"  certain  epifcopal  deputies — btcartt  ept'scoporum1 
— denominated  cftorrptscopî — rûv  x°>pûv  or  rfjç  xcipaç  èm- 
(jKonoi — "  whofe  bufinefs  it  was,"  in  the  language  of  Dr. 
Cave,  "  as  fubordinate  fort  of  bilhops — countrg  or  (as 
amongft  us  they  have  been  called)  suffragan  bishops,  to 
fuperintend  and  infpect  the  churches  in  the  country, 
that  lay  more  remote  from  the  city  where  the  epifcopal 
fee  was,  and  which  the  bilhop  could  not  always  infpect 
and  overfee  in  his  own  perfon." 

Of  these  Mian  fitsfjops  and  vican  or  rural  priefts — 
XQPEIIlSKOnoi,  that  is,  and  irpea-fBurepoi  e-niyidpioi  or  -npecTfivTepoi 
ev  tcxîç  KÛfxaiç  Kcù  %wpa(ç  —  the  ancient  Greek  councils 
make  mention  at  the  fame  time,  as  if  of  contempora- 


(  '  )  "  Primitus  inflitutos  ab  epifcopis  tï)Orcj)tSCOpo?i  fere  conjlans  ejl 
fententia,  id  effènt  eorum  fatrartt  in  vicis  ac  pagis,  et  epifcopalia  in  iis 
7iauiera  minoris  momenti  obirent." 
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neons  eftablithment,  or,  at  leaft,  co-exiftent  in  country 
diftricts  ; — the  presbyters1  generally  diftributed,  one  or 


(')  Dr.  Maurice  is  of  opinion  that  the  firft  fixed  presbyters  were  at 
Alexandria  :  and,  certainly,  Sozomen  obferves  it  as  a  Angularity  of  that 
diocefe,  that  auxiliary,  or  parochial  churches,  were  in  his  day  appro- 
priated or  committed  to  fo  many  certain  fixed  presbyters.  (Hi/L  Eccb 
Li.  i.  c.  xv.) — Indeed,  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  Dio- 
nylius,  bifliop  of  Alexandria,  feems  to  have  congregated  at  Arfenoe'ta  in 
Egypt  rovç  Trpe<r/3vTepov<;  kol  âiSatr/caÀotiç  twv  êv  raîç  kw/jlciiç  â$eA<j}(ov. 
lib.  n.  De  Promt//!  apud  Eufeb.  H.  E.  vu.  24.  Later  in  the  same  cen- 
tury there  is  diftinct  notice  of  a  localized  parochial  prieft  in  a  village  of 
Mefopotamia  {Acta  Dijputcdionis  Archelaï  Epifcopi  et  Manetis  Herefi- 

archae  —  circiter  A.D.  cclxxviii)  "  Manes  autem  fugiens 

adcenit  ad  quendam  vicum  longe  ah  urbe  pofitum,  qui  appellabatur 
Diodori.  Erat  antem  presbyter  loci  illius,  nomine  et  ipje  Diodorus, 
quietus  et  mitii,  &c." — cap.  xxxix.  See  Bilhop  Wake's  Vifitation  Charge, 
A.D.uvcax.  pp.  3,  4.  and  a  palfage  cited  from  Eufeb.  Hift.  Ecclef. 
L.  ii.  c.  in.  in  note  (d),  p.  4. — Epiphanius,  in  his  difcourfe  of  the  Arian 
and  Meletian  herefies,  (it  is  the  remark  of  Dr.  Maurice,)  fpeaks  of  fixed 
presbyters  as  particular  and  lingular  in  the  church  of  Alexandria  ;  while, 
in  other  churches,  which  had  titles  as  early,  the  presbyters  were  moveable 
at  pleafure.  "EKatrroç  rcov  TrpeafivTepiov  ë%ei  T<ïç  tàîaç  kui/jlciç,  is  the 
exprefs  allertion  of  St.  Athanafius,  Apol.  n.  A.D.  ccclviii. 

At  Rome,  particular  titles  are  not  annexed  to  the  names  of  presbyters 
till  towards  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  ;  when,  as  we  now  fign  ourfelves 
rectors  and  vicars  of  fuch  a  place,  the  Roman  priefts  (then,  probably, 
fixed  in  their  refpective  cures)  fubfcribed  themfelves,  "  Cœliu*  Januarius 
Presbyter  Tituli  Vejlinœ,  Martianus  Presbyter  Tituli  Sanctœ  Cœciliœ,&c." 
whereas  before,  they  merely  figned  generally,  "  Prieft  of  Rome,  &c." 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  let  me  add,  and  worthy  of  notice,  as  bearing  upon 
the  antiquity  of  our  vifitational  duties,  that  btetttng  preôbntctg  firft 
appear  about  A.  D.  ccc,  in  an  epiftle  of  Peter  archbilhop  of  Alexandria; 
and  again  in  an  epiftle  of  the  Egyptian  bishops  about  the  fame  time  : — 
p«5bntcral  gupcrmtcnocntg  feeming  to  fynchronize,  in  the  date  of  their 
inftitution,  with  that  of  the  parochial  clergy  in  Egypt  ;  over  whom  they 
prefided  fubordinately  to  the  urban  bifhops,  and  inftead  of  the  chovept- 
Stopt,  who  are  not  there  found  at  all. 

When 


Vindication  of 
Diocefan  Epi- 
fcopacy,  p.  65. 
Ilouth's  Iieliq. 
Sacra,  Vol.  ill. 
p.  477. 


Vol.  iv.  p.  230. 

Slater's  Ori  ginal 
Draught  Sec.  in 
anfwer  to  Lord 
King,  c.vill. 
p.  297. 

S.  Cyril.  Led. 
VI.  30.  ed.  Oxon. 


DiocefanEpifco- 
pacy,  ubi  t'uprà. 
Bingham's  Ecct. 
Antiq.  B.  IX. 
c.  vin.  s.  4  &  5. 
B.  v.  c.  VI.  s.  5. 


Brett's  Account 
of  Church  Go- 
vernment and 
Governours, 
cap.  vu.  p.  170. 


Routh's  Reliq. 
Sacr.  Vol.  II. 
pp.  348,  382. 
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Boëhmer.  DiJ- 
fert.V.deChrift. 
Cœtibus  in  vicis 
et  agris,  p.  305. 


Ecclef.  Politic. 
B.  v.  80.  p.  433. 


Vade  Mecum, 
Vol.  II.  pp.  11. 
18,  19. 

Bevereg.  Syno- 
dic. Vol.  I.  pp. 
10.19.21. 


fade  Mecum, 
Vol.n.  pp.79, 80. 


SpclmanniG/q^'. 

Archceol.'mvoce, 
p.  410. 


more  to  each  place  (after  they  had  ceafed1  to  live  in 
community  with  the  bithop,  and  to  itinerate  at  his  com- 
mand) through  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  eaft%  as 
Chriftianity  extended  from  city  to  country — the  cïjoi> 
Cjpt'scopt  occupying  fuch  more  important  fites2 — metro- 
cornice  perhaps  (tnatres  vicorum  capita  inter  omnes  vicos) — 
as  were  fecondary  only  to  the  epifcopal  cities. 


When  the  example  was  once  fet  of  affigning  "  precincts  to  every 
church  or  title,  and  appointing"  to  each  presbyter  a  certaine  compafle 
whereof  himfelfe  fhoulde  take  charge  alone,  the  commodioufnefie  of  this 
invention  caufed  all  parts  of  Chriftendome  to  follow  it,  and,  at  length, 
amongft  the  reft,  our  owne  churches,  about  the  year  dcxxxvi,"  fays 
Hooker,  (but  this  is  an  error — Ed.)  "  became  divided  in  like  manner.  But 
other  diftinction  of  churches,  there  doth  not  appeare  any  in  the  Apoftle's 
writinges,  fave  onely,  according-  to  thofe  cities  wherein  they  planted  the 
gofpell  of  Chrift,  and  erected  ecclefiafticall  colledges."  See  Duarenus 
de  Sacris  Ecclefiœ  Miniftr.  ac  Benef.  L.  i.  c.  vu.  pp.  20,21.;  alfo 
Wharton's  Defence  of  Pluralities,  pp.  53,  54.  Parker's  Account  of  Church 
Government  for  fix  hundred  years,  pp.  136,  137.  Burnet  on  the  First 
Apojtolical  Canon,  pp.  33,  34.  and  Bingham  O.E.  B.  v.  c.  vi. 

(')  It  is  fairly  deduced  by  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  fifteenth,  thirty-firft, 
and  twenty-fecond  Apoftolical  Canons,  that  there  were,  in  thofe  early  times 
— the  nonage  of  the  Chriftian  inftitution  in  refpect  of  its  outward  polity — 
no  fuch  thing  as  priefts  acting  independently  of  their  bifliop  at  that  date, 
viz.  the  latter  end  of  the  fécond  century.  The  diocefan  and  his  clergy 
lived  together  in  a  body,  in  confiant  communion  with  each  other,  in  the 
city  or  other  capital  place  of  the  diocefe,  then  called  irapoiKta — ("  A  lively 
refemblance  whereof  remaineth  in  the  fceaneâ  and  chapters  of  cathedrall 
churches  " — fays  Dr.  Downame).  Equally  certain  is  it,  at  a  later  period, 
from  the  thirteenth  canon  of  the  Neocœfarean  council,  held  about  the 
fame  time  as  the  Ancyran  (A.D.  cccxiv.),  that  there  were  then  country 
priefts  and  churches  in  places  remote  from  the  city — one  ftep  towards  the 
divifion  of  diocefes  into  what  we  now  call  parilhes.  See  Bingham's 
Ecclef.  Antiq.  B.  v.  c.  vi.  4,  5,  on  this  fubject. 

(2)  "  In  metrocomiis,  non  epifcopi,  fed  XQPETHSKOnoi  et  ITEPI- 
OABYTAI  (id  ejl  ctmutovfi-s)  inflituti  olim,  ut  can.  57.  Concil.  Laodic. 

can 
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Such,  it  is  rational  to  fuppofe,  was  the  diftribution  of 
the  rural  priefthood1,  with  its  appropriate  hierarchy,  in 
the  eaft  ;  where  the  old  Greek  fynods  recognise  three 
diftinctions  of  irapoiKtou — thofe  kv  aîç  e-nlcTKo-noi  k-^eiporo- 
vovvto — a  fécond  clafs  denominated  èy^pioi,  and  a  third 
ùypotKtKat. — To  adapt  which,  with  any  degree  of  confi- 
dence, to  the  different  grades  of  the  priefthood,  is 
beyond  my  power.  The  firft  were  the  urban  bifhops' 
diftricts  ;  the  latter  two  were  rural  -napoiKtai — ptKpal  kcù 
où  ■no\vn\rj6eîç  (Zonar.)  ;  and  the  cftoreptscopus,  probably, 
dwelt  in  the  larger  of  them — kv  fxéa-otç  àypoîç  koù  Kco/xatç, 
and  not  kv  ècr^a-nouç  ("the  outfields" — as  Dr.  Chalmers 
would  fay)  (Ariften.),  that  is,  in  the  èyx^p'ot,  and  not  in 
the  âypoïKiKa) — though  both  were  fubject  to  his  inflec- 
tion, and  all  to  the  city  bithop  or  diocefan.  See  Bilhop 
Taylor's  Epifcopacy  AJferted,  feet,  xliii.  p.  216,  feqq. 


See  Zonaras  & 
Ariftenus  ad 
Can.  xvit.  Cone. 
CltalceJ. 
Bevereg.  Sifnod. 
Vol.i.  pp.  134, 
135. 

Suicer.  Tliefaur. 
in  V.  vru.^Qtx.icc. 
col.  599.  Tom.  ii. 

Zeigler.  de  Epi- 
Jcopis,  c.  xill. 
de  cljoi'cpiK. 
xxi.  p.  216. 
Routh  Opufcul. 
Ecclef.  Vol.  II. 
p.  467. 

Rlomlel.  Apol. 
de  Epi/c.  et 
Presb.  s.  III.  pp. 
127,  seqq. 


can.  10.  Concil.  Antioch.  can.  6.  Concil.  Sardic.  Hce  vicorum  matrcs 
erant  (the  mother  churches)  ut  métropoles  civitatum.     Uncle  forsctn 

Cephacajtellum,  act.  3.  Concil.  Chalced.  in  hoc  fubferiptione  Noe 

Epifcopus  Cephacq/îellijubjcripji.  Et  nos  in  Gallia  Narbonenji  Metro- 
comias  nunc  Capcajlles  appellamus.  Phil.  Berterius  Pithanon,  dia- 
triba  i.  c.  6.  pag.  71." 

Thefe  metrocomiœ  were,  in  after-days,  the  fîtes  of  the  baptifmales 
ecclefiœ,  over  which  the  pktuuin  archtprcsbgtcrt  or  tJcang  rural  prefided. 
"  His  maxime  baptifmalibus  ecclefiis,  quce  aliarum  velut  matres  era?it," 
fays  Thomaffin,  "  prceficiebanlur  archtprcsbgtcfi,  et  nine  curam  atque   Zeigler  de  Epi- 
llrenvilatem  fuam  in  plebes  parochofque  sui  uêcanatûg  omnes  explica-  V2i6  "deltm- 
bant;"  as,  in  earlier  days,  the  chorcptscopt  fuperintended  the  churches  epijcopiS. 
of  their  chorcpiscopate. 

(')  No  clerks  were  allowed  to  be  ordained  in  the  primitive  church 
airoAeAtyxeiw? — at  leaft,  the  exceptions  to  the  rule  were  very  rare.  The 
cuftom  of  confecrating  bifliops  "partibus  irifidelium,"  who  were  never 
to  fee  their  biflioprics,  was  an  abufe  of  the  Romifli  church  of  later  date. 
See  Bingham  O.E.  B.  îv.  c.  vi.  s.  9, 3. 
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V\\chc\Parcccia, 
cap.  II  p.  25. 


B.I.C  Tom.  I. 

p.  12.".. 
— App.  p.  xxvi. 
— App.  p.  LXX. 

N.  Alexandri 
Dijfert.  Eeclef. 
Trias — Qnaftio 
de  (6ocepif(opiSi 
pp.166,  ieqq. 


Bevereg.  Sytwd. 
Vol.  x.Conc.Lao- 
diren.  c.  lvii. 
p.  479. 

C:mc.  Sardic. 
c.  VI.  p.  490. 


De  San.  Ordi- 
t.at.  P.  III.  Ex- 
crc.  IV.  c.l. 
Rights  of  the 
Clergy,  p.  127. 


W orks  by  Heber,  Vol.  vu.  and  Slater's  Original  Draught 
in  anfwer  to  Lord  King,  p.  104.  The  latter  of  whom 
(Slater)  very  juftly  remarks,  that  thefe  fat'Ilan  bishops 
though  ïn'sïjops  in  bi'llagcs  were  not  confined  each  to  a 
Jingle  village  :  they  had  territorial,  not  congregational 
jurifdiction. 

But  the  diftinction,  as  to  incumbencies,  is  not  suffi- 
ciently marked,  in  Greek  records  of  the  incardination  of 
the  clergy  below  the  rank  of  the  urban  bifhop,  to  admit 
of  more  than  conjecture,  as  to  where  the  cïjoreptscopus 
dwelt,  and  where  the  ordinary  parochial  minifter  alone. 
Nor  is  any  light  thrown  upon  the  fubject  by  the  Latin 
verfionifts  of  the  canons  ;  who  varioufly  and  indifcrimi- 
nately  render  the  fame  Greek  terms  by  presbyteri  runs, 
as  Dionyfius  and  Crefconius  ;  presbyteri  foraftici,  as 
Martin  of  Braga;  presbyteri  meant,  as,  in  much  later 
days,  Gentian  Hervet,  &c.  &c.  And  the  local  titles, 
bellowed  on  the  cljorcpt'scopt  in  either  language,  are  not 
more  diftinctive  of  the  character  of  the  rural  refidences. 

Indeed,  all  we  know  about  their  incumbencies,  is  juft 
this — after  the  church  began,  in  Jeremy  Taylor's  words, 
"to  put  a  bridle"  on  the  cfrorcpt'sropt  by  canon,  and  they 
were  refractory  and  difobedient  under  the  impofed  re- 
ftrictions,  it  was  determined  that  no  more  perfons  of 
epifcopal  rank  mould  be  ordained  in  country  places 
generally — èv  tcÛç  ko>hcuç  koi  èv  roûç  ^wpatç — èv  Kiù[iri  rtvt  f} 
fipayeta  irohet,  rjrtvt  Kai  eiç  [xôvoç  irpecrfBvTepoç  ènapKei: — and 
thence  we  infer,  that,  before  that  reftriction,  fuch  as 
were  called  cf)orcptscopt  were  ordinarily  there  refident,  in 
the  molt  central  and  convenient,  at  leaft,  if  not  the  molt 
important  fîtes,  within  their  refpective  jurifdictions, — 
"  extra  iirbem"  fays  Morin,  "  in  pagis,  vicis,  et  oppidulis  " 
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— and  Mr.  Nelfon — "  in  the  largeji  villages  of  every 
diocefe;" — though  they  never  figned  themfelves  as  in 
connexion  with  any  particular  place,  when  fubfcribing 
the  councils  at  which  they  were  prefent,  but  merely 
"  Palladius  tfiorcptscopus,"  "  Seleucius  tfiorcptscopus,"  &c, 
with  occafionally  the  title  of  their  province.  In  the  Capi- 
tularies  of  Charlemagne  (L.  vu.  c.  187),  they  are  called  "  btl- 
Innt  cpi'scopf,"  and  by  Hincmar  {Opufc.  33.  cap.  16.  p.  437) 
"bt'cam'."  But  fee  Bifhop  Beveridge  ad  can.  xm.  Ancyran. 
in  Routh's  Reliq.  Sacr.  Vol.  in.  p.  486.  alfo  the  councils 
of  Laodicea  and  Sardica  above  quoted  :  Le  Jau  de  Aucto- 
ritate  Pontificis,  Lib.  iv.  p.  588-9  ;  Morifan.  de  Protopapis, 
c.  vin.  ii.  p.  105,  feqq.  ;  and  for  the  ufage  of  Great  Britain 
in  felecting  "  noted  and  populous  towns  "  for  her  urban 
bilhops'  fees,  vide  Gibfon's  CLE.  A.  Tit.  vin.  cap.  i.,  and 
for  the  subst&tnry  or  suffragan  trisftops  of  England,  ap- 
pointed by  the  26  Hen.  VIII.  c.  14.  "who  had  their  fees 
in  towns,  and  not  in  cities"  fee  Dr.  Burn's  Ecclejiaj/ical 
Law,  Vol.  i.  p.  227. 

The  view  which  the  learned  Selden  takes  of  this  part 
of  the  economy  of  the  Greek  church,  as  far  as  it  has 
any  bearing  on  the  origin  of  endowments,  may  be  learnt 
from  the  following  brief  epifode,  devoted  to  the  fubject, 
in  his  Hiftory  of  Tythes  : — but  he  is,  I  fliould  fay,  with  \  imury  of 
all  due  deference  to  his  profound  antiquarian  knowledge  lit  pp.  80,  81. 
in  general,  decidedly  in  error,  when  he  difallows  any  i 
broad   difference   between   presbyteri  parockiani  and 
cfiorepiscopt. 

"  As  metropolitick  fees,  patriarchats  (exarchats  also 
in  the  eaftern  church)  and  bijhopricks,  thofe  greater 
dignities,  were  moft  ufually  at  firft  ordained  and  limited 
according  to  the  diftinction  of  feats  of  government,  and 
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Cone  Sardic. 
cap.  VI. 


Cone.  Neoctrfar. 
cap.  I.vin. 
Cone.  Antioch. 
capp.  LXXXVII.  I 
 I.XXXIX. 

Leg.  A  lemon. 
cap.  xill.  Cone. 
Gangr.  can. 

LXVII. 


Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln's Charge, 
pp.  3,  fcqq. 


inferior  cities,  that  had  been  affigned  to  the  fubftitutes  or 
vicarii  of  the  Prœfecti-prœtorio  or  Vice-Royes  of  the  Eaft 
or  Weft  empire  ;  fo  were  parifhes  appointed  and  divided 
to  feveral  minifters  within  the  ecclefiaftick  rule  of  thofe 
dignities,  according  to  the  conveniences  of  country- 
towns  and  villages  ;  one  or  more  or  lefs  (of  fuch  as 
being  but  fmall  territories  might  not  by  the  canons 
be  bifhopricks)  to  a  parifh  ;  the  word  parœcia  or  parijh 
at  firft  denoting  a  whole  biihoprick  (which  is  but  as  a 
great  parifh),  and  fignifying  no  otherwise  than  diocefe, 
but  afterward  being  confined  to  what  our  common  lan- 
guage reftrains  it.  The  curates  of  thofe  parifhes  were 
fuch  as  the  bifhop  appointed  under  him  to  have  care  of 
fouls  in  them,  and  thofe  are  they  which  the  old  Greek 
councils  call  -npecrfivTepoi  em-^copiot,  or  ol  èv  tcuç  %o)paiç,  or 
kv  raiç  Kiùjxaiç  TrpecrfivTepoi,  that  is,  presbyteri  parochiani, 
within  the  bifhoprick,  neither  were  the  ctorcptscopt  much 
different  from  them.  Thefe  had  their  parifhes  affigned 
to  them  ;  and  in  the  churches  where  they  kept  their 
cure,  the  offerings  of  devout  Chriftians  were  received, 
and  difpofed  of  in  maintenance  of  the  clergy  and  relief 
of  diflreffed  Chriftians,  by  the  œconomi,  deacons  or  other 
officers  thereto  appointed  under  the  bifhop  &c."— But 
we  are  going  aftray.  The  reader  who  may  with  for 
information  on  the  ufages  of  the  Eaftern  church — the 
parent  of  all  our  inftitutions  in  Chriftian  polity — is 
referred  to  Archbilhop  Wake's  Vifitation  Charge  at  Lei- 
cefter  (mdccix),  as  bifhop  of  Lincoln.  He  will  there 
find  an  excellent  fummary  of  the  fubject,  as  bearing  on 
the  ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  the  church. 

Such  minuta  particulars  are  unimportant  to  the  main 
drift  of  our  prefent  inquiry  ;  which  would  only  go  to 
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prove,  that,  in  very  early  days,  there  were  in  the  coun- 
try what  we  call  parochial  presbyters  with  local  cures, 
fubject  to  the  fupervifion  of  epifcopal  coadjutors  of 
urban  bifhops  : — the  neceiïity,  reafonablenefs,  and  law- 
fulnefs  of  which  organization  of  her  priefthood  by  the 
Chriftian  church,  my  predeceffor  of  the  beantg  of  Chalke 
has  advocated  in  his  inftructive  refearches  into  the 
origin  of  the  ïiccanal  office — (hewing  the  practice  of  de- 
legating to  truftworthy  fuperintendents  the  care  and 
management  of  certain  parts  of  ecclefiaftical  concerns, 
to  be  "  grounded  upon  feveral  precedents  in  the  word  of 
God." — For  thefe,  and  my  very  copious  notes  in  farther 
explanation  of  "  this  partition  of  things  belonging  to  the 
epifcopal  function  in  the  Eaftern  church,"  together  with 
the  origin,  regulation,  and  diiïblution  of  the  first-ap- 
pointed bifliop's  deputies — "commanded  to  be  efteemed 
very  honourable  "  by  the  Neocaefarean  fathers, — I  mud 
refer  my  readers  to  the  illuftrated  reprint  of  the  auto= 
grnpî)  annexed — requeuing  their  attention,  however, 
previoufly,  to  fome  farther  remarks  on  the  cftorcptscopal 
office  at  its  zenith  and  decline,  and  on  its  gradual  tranf- 
ition  into  arcfttpresbrnnacy,  in  which  it  finally  merged, 
both  in  the  Eaftern  and  Weftern  churches. 

Let  me  not  be  mifunderftood,  when  employing  the 
terms  fubordinate  and  vicarious  in  reference  to  these 
rural  prelates.  I  would  not  have  it  fuppofed  that  the 
cftorr pi'scopt  were  ever,  in  point  of  order,  other  than 
genuine  bifhops,  from  the  period  of  their  firft  appear- 
ance to  that  of  their  final  abolition  : — however  equi- 
vocal their  character,  in  the  opinion  of  the  fceptical 
hiftorian  of  the  Decline  and  Fall,  and  however  unwilling 
De  Soto,  De  Marca,  Morin,  Natalis  Alexander,  Van  Efpen, 


See  Mosheim's 
Ecclef.  Hi/lory, 
Cent.  i.  Part  II. 
c.n.  xili.  p.1015. 
Vol.  I.  Mac- 
hine's Tranf- 
lation. 


n.  n.  it  vol.  h. 

Appendix. 
Diocese  of  Salif- 
bury — A  Brief 
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Hi  ft.  of  Rome, 
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and  our  own  Selden,  to  grant  them  the  full  measure  of 
their  holy  calling1. 

Their  very  name  and  origin,  and  the  conftitution  of 
their  office,  prove  their  prelatical  dignity,  as  Boëhmer 
has  luminoufly  fhewn  in  his  Dijfertationes  Juris  Ecclejiaf- 
tici  Antiqui  ad  Plinium  Secundum  et  Tertullianum  ;  and 
more  briefly,  in  his  Obfervationes  Selectœ,  annexed  to 
the  end  of  the  1ft  Vol.  of  the  Archbithop  of  Paris's 
learned  treatife  De  Concordia  Sacerdotii  et  Imperii. 

There  is  no  authority,  the  German  afferts,  for  fup- 
pofing  that  the  cftorcptscopt  enjoyed  not  the  full  powers 
of  the  epifcopate,  in  a  ftate  of  independency,  up  to  the 
period  of  the  council  of  Ancyra. — "  Eandem  dignitatem 
in  agris  habebat  6  7rpoe<jTwç  quam  in  civitatibus,  eadem 

Ter  lull.  Biff.  V.  °  .  •         ,  -7  •  j 

§. iv. p. 30 Land  utrobique,  autore  Jujtmo,  munia  obwat,  et  ita  omnimoda 
/«pp. 304, feqq.  ^[j^Qjy^^  f^m  ruraliuiTi  quàm  civitatenfium  erat  laonixla. 

Neque  enim  ante  fceculum  iv.  ullum  poteji  adduci  te/Iimo- 
nium,  ex  quo  planum  reddi  po[Jet,  vel  nomine  hos  epifcopos 
in  agris  conjUtutos  ab  urbicis  diflinctos  fuiffe.  Adhuc 
fœculo  m.  simplicitèr  vocatifunt  epifcopi  &c 


Dijfert.  V.  §.IV. 
pp.  300,  feqq. 


Cap.  XIII.  Ob- 
ferv.  IX.  pp.334, 
feqq. 


Boëhmeri  Dif- 
fert.l.E.A.  ad 
Plin.  Secuiid.  et 


Salisbury  Docu- 
ments. 


,2  » 


(  )  Raban  Maur,  Barlow,  Hammond,  Cofin,  Cave,  Beveridge,  Bafnage, 
Johnfon,  Bingham,  Boëhmer,  Weifman,  even  Blondel  himself,  and,  in/tar 
omnium,  the  very  learned  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College  Oxford, 
Dr.  Routh,  editor  of  the  Reliquiœ  Sacrœ  et  Opufcula  Ecclrjiqftica,  being 
all  arranged  on  the  fide  of  their  plenary  epifcopal  rank  and  function 
(and  they  are  only  a  tithe  of  what  might  be  cited),  muft  afluredly  out- 
weigh the  whole  crew  of  diffentients  quoted  by  Bingham  B.  n.  c.  xiv.  s.  2., 
many  of  whom,  from  finifter  motives,  would  degrade  the  cftoreptgcopal 
order,  and  amalgamate  it  with  presbyteracy. 

(2)  See  notes  to  Priaulx's  Brief  Account,  10.  p.  10.  for  an  example; 
and  fee  references  there  cited,  and  alfo  Mr.  Johnfon's  admirable  note  to 
can.  x.  Antioch.  in  Code  of  the  Univerfal  Church,  Vade-Mecum,  Vol.  n. 
p.  93.  and  Weifmanni  Hijloria  Eccleftajlica,  Vol.  i.  p  434. 
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But  when  the  polity  of  the  church  began  to  conform 
itfelf  to  that  of  the  ftate,  their  condition  worfened. 
Before  that,  all  bifhops  were  on  an  equal  footing — the 
cftorcpt'scopt  being  fo  many  o~v T^KeiTovpyo),  or  comminiftri,  or 
colleagues,  of  the  bifhops  of  cities,  and  not  btcarit  cptsco= 
pontm,  correctly  fpeaking,  till  a  later  date.  There  was 
no  fuch  thing  as  fubjection  of  rural  to  urban  prelates,  till 
the  Ancyran  fathers  originated  the  limitation  of  the  cf)or= 
episcopal  function1 — gradually  more  and  more  abridged 
by  other  councils  ;  till,  at  laft,  nearly  all  their  authority 
being  taken  away,  the  ftraitened  crjorcpiscopt  could  do 
little  or  nothing  proprio  jure,  but  acted  almoft  entirely 
by  delegation.  And  then  it  was,  that  the  title  of  cptscopo= 
turn  btcarit,  or  ru's^ops'  îjeputtcs2,  was  applied  to  them,  the 

(')  At  this  and  later  date,  Mr.  Lewis  fays,  their  office  was,  to  pre- 
fide  over  the  country  clergy,  and  inquire  into  their  behaviour,  and  make 
report  thereof  to  the  city  bifhop  :  and  alfo  to  provide  fit  perfons  for  the 
inferior  fervice  and  miniftry  of  the  church.  And,  to  give  them  fome  autho- 
rity, they  had  the  following  privileges  conferred  upon  them.  1.  They 
were  allowed  to  ordain  readers,  fubdeacons,  and  exorcifts,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  country  churches  ;  but  they  might  not  ordain  priefts  nor  deacons 
without  the  fpecial  leave  of  the  city  bifliop,  under  whofe  jurifdiction  both 
they  and  the  country  were.  2.  They  had  a  power  to  confirm  thofe 
who  were  newly  baptized  in  country  churches.  3.  They  had  power  to 
grant  letters  dimiffory  to  the  country  clergy  who  defired  to  remove  from 
one  diocefe  to  another.  4.  They  had  liberty  to  officiate  in  the  city  church 
in  the  prefence  of  the  bifliop  and  presbyters  of  the  city,  which  country 
presbyters  had  not.  5.  They  had  the  privilege  of  fitting  and  voting  in 
fynods  and  councils. 

C)  In  the  Manual  according  to  the  ufe  of  Sarum,  the  suffragan 
feems  to  be  called  the  bishop's  ucptttg  ;  fince,  in  the  charge  there  given 
"  to  godfathers  and  godmothers,"  they  are  charged,  "  to  lerne  the  child, 
or  fe  that  he  lerned  the  Pater  nofler,  Ave,  and  Credo,  after  the  lawe  of 
all  holy  churche,  and  in  all  goodly  hafte  to  be  confermed  of  my  lord  of 

the  diocefe,  or  of  his  îiqmte." 

VOL.  I.  D 


Ejufdem 

§.  vnr.  pp.  308, 

feqq. 


Provinc.  I..  I. 
T.  II.  gl.  in  v. 

eorum  vices. 
Walon.Mefialin. 
tie  Epifc.  et  - 
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Bishops,  p.  6. 


Cone.  Antioch. 
can.  X. 


Cone.  Antioch. 
can.  via. 
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See  Routh's  Re- 
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very  title  employed  by  our  own  Lyndwood  to  defignate 
brans  rural,  "  quaji  qui  kv  x^pq  epifcopi  conj'tituti  et  locum 
ejus  tenentes"  From  this  ftate  of  deteriorated  authority 
of  bt'llan  bishops,  the  tranfition  was  eafy  enough,  with 
a  little  more  curtailment,  to  btsttatorial  arcbtpresbytcracy1. 

Accordingly,  it  was  on  the  abolifhing  and  antiquating 
of  thefe  officers,  (of  whom  I  fear  the  reader  will  think 
too  much  has  been  already  said,  and  will  ill  bear  what 
remains  behind,)  that  Duaren  fuppofes  btcan  arcbpricsts 
or  beans  were  brought  into  general  ufe — invefted  with 
powers  much  inferior  to  their  mitred  predecefibrs,  and 
lefs  likely,  by  approximation  of  rank,  to  become  offen- 
de/mithr'  ^ve  t0  urban  epifcopacy — "  quibus  neque  epifcopi  nomen 
cCre?  <y23  L' 1  attribution  ejt"  fays  the  canonift  of  Bourges,  "  neque  aliud 
quicquam  eorum,  quœ  epifcoporum  propria  Junt:  ne  fortafsè 
ipfis  audaciœ  atque  injblentiœ  iïïius,  propter  quam  dejecti 
fuerant  minuti  ijti  epifcopi,  occa/io  prœberetur." 

In  which  opinion,  he  is  fupported  by  Sir  Henry  Spel- 
man  ; — who,  having  ftated  that  the  cbortptscopus  was 
"  /deb  inftitutus,  vel  potiiis  fubjtitutus,  ut  dum  epifcopus 
civitatem,  hie  vicarius  ejus,  rus  et  villas  curaret"  con- 
cludes his  gloffarial  remarks  in  the  following  words  : — 
"  Cborcptscoporum  munus  cum  nomine  fensim  antiquatum, 
abolevit  (nec  pridèni)  ecclejia  :  Jubinductis  verb  in  eorum 
vicem  (qui  epifcopis  liberit/s  cedunt,  et  humiliori  jure  contenti 
Junt)  arcbtprcsbptcrts,  alms  becant's  ruraltbus,  et  plcbants2." 


Gloff.  Archaol 
in  voce,  p.  134. 


(')  See  Bifliop  J.  Taylor's  Epifcopacy  AJferted,  feet.  xxxn.  pp.  130, 
131.  Vol.  vu.  Works,  by  Heber;  and  Blondel.  Apolog.  pro  fentent. 
Hieronymi  de  Epifcopis  et  Presbyteris,  feet.  hi.  p.  95. 

(2)  See  ThomafTin  and  Morin  beyond  ;  Xelfon's  Rights  of  the  Clergy, 
p.  271  ;  A  Humble  Propofal  for  Parochial  Reformation,  c.  i.  p.  15;  and 
Pegge's  Letter  to  Ducarel  on  Bijhops  in  Partibus  Infidelium,  p.  22. 
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Such,  affuredly,  was  the  relative  pofition  of  thefe 
fpiritual  office-bearers,  the  one  to  the  other,  in  the 
church  at  large,  both  in  the  eaft  and  weft; — the  rural 
or  fucan  arefjt'presbyter  or  protopresbyter,  the  ïjeaïr  présumer 
of  tïje  country,  in  general  terms,  fucceeding  the  efjor= 
eptseopus1: — in  the  weft,  immediately  and  by  name, — 
without  the  intervention  of  any  other  title, — in  the 
eaft,  mediately  and  under  the  changeful  appellations  of 

nEPIOAEYTHZ,  E3APX02,  IIPfiTOnPEZBYTEPOZ,  and  nPÎ2T0nAHA2 — 

btsttor,  exareïj,  protoprtest,  and  protopope.  In  the  weft,  no 
canon  of  any  fynod  fubftitutes  the  lower  for  the  higher 
dignity,  till  many  centuries  after  the  thing  had  taken 
place  ; — indeed,  none,  within  my  knowledge,  till  the 
twelfth  century.  But  in  the  eaft,  fuch  a  canon  is 
found  in  the  fourth  century,  —  the  provincial  council 
of  Laodicea  (A.D.  ccclxiv.)  confirmed  by  the  oecumenic 
council  of  Chalcedon  {A.D.  ccccli.),  diftinctly  fubfti- 
tuting  btsttatortaï  presbyters,  delegate  fuperintendents 
of  the  fpiritual  concerns  of  the  country,  entitled  iiepi- 
oaeytai,  in  the  place  of  fatllart  insfjops  ;  in  compliance 
with  the  Sardican  canon,  which  had  forbidden  the  erect- 
ing epifcopal  fees  in  country  villages2,  "left  the  name 

Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannica,  N°.  xxvm.  Strype's  Cranmer, 
Vol.  i.  pp.  51.  87.  Vol.  ii.  p.  1041.  and  Archd.  Manning,  of  the  Unity  of  the 
Church,  pp.  142,  143,  and  notes. 

( 1  )  "  Recentiorem  effe  hanc  vocis  protopapœ  notionem  adpofdè  monuit 
cl.  Mazochius,"  fays  Morifan,  "quod  nujquam  prius  adparuerint  hu- 
jufinodi  urotopapœ,  nifi  è  medio  fublatis  in  Grœciâ  rijorqngcopte  ;  ac 
fuopte  veluti  regimmis  ingenio,  fubjiitui  in  pagis  oportuit,  qui  quœdam 
illorum  officia  fupplerent,  ut  pcrioOcuttg,  mutato  nomine,  fubrogatos 
fuiffe  ciarcïjoS  tradunt." 

(2)  The  church,  being  apprehenfive  "left  the  wandering  employment 
of  the  choreptscopt  Ihould  reflect  dishonour  on  the  epifcopal  office,"  (at 

D  2  leaft 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  I.  p.  517. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  i. 
col.  1539.  Tom. 
IV.  col.  1081. 


Bevereg.  Synod. 
Tom.  I.  p.  4S0. 
&  B.  I.  C.  V.  ■ 
Tom.  I.  p.  132. 
App.  p.  i.xxxii. 

On  ftural  2M< 
f()0pê.  Obferva- 
tiuns  kc.  p.  48. 


Morifanus  de 
^>ïOtopopiS/cap. 
va.  p.115. 


Cave's  P.  C. 
Part  i.  c.  vin. 
p.  224. 
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SS.  CC.  Tom.vi. 
col.  539. 


Annott.  p.  198. 
Synod.  Tom.  II. 


Obfervat.  X.  ad 
calcem  P.  de 
Marc,  de  C.  S. 
et  J.  Tom.  I. 
p.  337. 


Jus  EccUfioft. 
Prote/tanl.L.lll. 
Tit.  xxxix. 

4  XXII. 


and  dignity  of  a  bifhop,"  in  Burnet's  language,  "  fhould 
be  vilipended." 

In  the  councils  of  the  weftern  church,  the  Laodicean 
iiepioaeythz — the  fai'sitator  of  Dionyfius  and  Crefconius, 
the  curator  of  Salmafms  and  Suicer — has  no  place  by 
his  eaftern  name,  though  functionally  he  appears  to 
be  the  nrcrjprrsbmcr  or  tfran  rural  :  —  under  the  former 
of  which  appellatives,  he  is  recorded,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  the  nineteenth  canon  of  the  council  of  Tours 
(A.D.  dlxvii).  Wherever  found,  and  under  whatever 
title,  the  officer  in  queftion  is,  in  rank  and  capacity, 
below  the  btllan  bt'sbop  and  above  the  villan  presbyter, 
as  is  evident  from  the  paflages  cited  by  Billiop  Be- 
veridge  from  Juftinian  and  Gennadius,  in  his  learned 
annotations  on  the  fifty-feventh  canon  of  the  fynod  of 
Laodicea  *. 

Granting,  however,  that,  in  the  eaft,  the  xqpeii  hkoitos 


leaft  fuch  was  one  plaufible  plea  for  the  alteration,)  "appointed  thefe 
presenters  itinerant  in  their  room  ;  who,  being  tied  to  no  certain  place, 
were  to  go  up  and  down  the  country,  to  obferve  and  correct  what  was 
amifs."  Or,  it  may  be,  as  fuijgefted  by  Juftus  Henning  Boe'hmer,  that 
the  nEPIOAEYTAI  owed  their  inftitution  to  the  circumftance  of  the  tftor- 
rptgeopt  having  pertinacioufly  refifted  the  continual  interference  of  the 
urban  bifhops  with  the  exercife  of  their  epifeopal  functions  ;  in  eonfe- 
quence  of  which,  the  latter,  being  defirous  to  get  rid  of  them,  appointed 
bettors  in  their  ftead,  to  fuperintend  and  infpect  the  country  churches. 
"  Ita  villanis  ecclefiis  fchema  quoddam  et  umbram  officii  epijeopalis" 
(fays  he  elfewhere)  "  quod  eiplienere  nEPIOAETTAI,  relinquere  voluerunt, 
ut  faciliori  operâ  et  fine  murmuratione  rhorcpistopt  eitingui  poffent." 
See  Archdeacon  Parker's  Account  of  Church  Government  for  the  firft 
fix  hundred  years,  pp.  155,  feqq. 

(')  See  Burnet's  Supplement  about  liural  33i$hopS,  annexed  to  his 
Obfervations  on  the  firft  canon  of  Hie  Jpq/lles,  p.  49. 
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of  the  third  century  became  the  iiepioaeythz1  of  the 
fourth,  the  esapxoz,  perhaps,  under  the  bifhops  after- 
wards, and  laftly  the  npaToiuriAz1,  with  its  various  fyn- 
onymous  titles  in  the  writings  of  the  canonifts  and  fcho- 
liafts  of  the  Greek  church,  (for  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
which  pofitions,  in  the  commentaries  of  Balfamon,  Zo-  h.d.r.  voi.n. 
naras,  Ariftenus,  and  Blaftares,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Salisbury  Docu- 
my  annotations  on  Dr.  Priaulx's  Brief  Account  annexed)  ments' 
— how,  it  will  be  alked,  paffed  this  eajlern  btst'tator  into 
the  wejiem  church  ?  and  why  Ihould  it  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  rural  arcfjpresbntfr  of  the  latter  derived  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  his  fpiritual  fuperintendency  from  the  iiepioaeythz 
of  the  former? — The  probability  of  the  circumftance, 
founded  on  the  flmilarity  of  their  office  and  their  geo- 
graphical diftribution,  is  all  we  can  allege  in  fupport  of 
the  notion,  that  the  Afiatic  btst'tor  is  the  archetype  of 
the  European  Ifean  rural. 

Fir/2  ;— as  to  their  flmilarity  of  function — take  Balfa-  ^'vtZI 
mon's  expofition  of  the  Laodicean  canon — aKKot  fxèv  {^^j,  nod 
Kavoves  ev  Taîç  Kcdjxaiç  Kai  ev  to?ç  -)(oiplotç  xnPEniZKonoYZ  Kai  T°™-£  5J,pom17^' 


  p.  198. 

(')  In  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  presbyters  bearing  the  title  of  nEPI-  ^Sf£  Tom  IV- 
OAEYTAI  are  noticed  —  à  ev\a/3éararoç  vpecr^vTepoi  Kai  nEPIOAEYTHZ 

'AAéÇuihpoç  (act.  IV.) — MaXévrivôv  Tiva  Trpea-fivrepov  Kai  riEPI- 

OAEYTHN  (act.  x.) — and  again,  in  the  fifth  council  of  Conftantinople,  Tom.  v.  p.  45. 
Zépyioç  irpea-fivTepoç  /cat  IIEPIOAEYTH2.     See  Bingham's  Ecclef  Antiq. 
L.  ii.  c.  xiv.  12. 

(2)  "  Ut  apud  nos,"  fays  Morifan,  "  cftorcpt<5Copis  rurales  archtprcS-  ^f^^f 
bnteri,  uccantque  ©hrtôttanîtattë,  ita  et  apud  Grœcos  Jûffèctijîtnt  proto-  c.vn.  p.  lib. 
papœ  pkbîum  curioncâ-"  And  in  the  twelfth  century,  Ariftenus  had  written 
in  his  glofs  on  the  tenth  canon  of  Antioch  and  the  letter  of  St.  Baiil  on 
the  fubject  of  the  cborcptSCOpt — xfiPEniSKonOI  héelaiv,  ol  a^ixepov  èv  raîç 
Kwfxaiç  Kai  x^Pai^  nPQTOnAIIAAEZ  \e^6fxevoi.  See  Routh's  Reliquiœ 
Suci(e,\o\.  in.  p.  439. 
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Annott.  ad  can. 
Lvn.  Laodicen. 
Synodic,  p.  192. 


B.I.C.  V.  Tom.L 
p.  90.  vide  Trac- 
tât, de  Vifd. 
Epifc.  per  A. 
Epifc.  iiidenf. 
A.D.  MDCXCVI. 
pp.  4, 5. 


Account  of 
Church  Gorern- 
ment  for  600 
years,  p.  157. 
Morifan.  de 

ycotopopiSf 

c.  mi.  p.  120. 


De  Concord.  Sa- 
cerd.  et  Imper. 
L.  a.  c.  xiii. 
Tom.  L  p.  234. 
4tn.  Edit.  Bam- 
bazia?.  et  Bcëh- 
mer.  Obfervat.K. 
ad  calcem  Tom. 
cjiifoem,  p.  357. 


TrpeafivTépovç  Kadicrraadat  oiopîcraiTo'  6  de  irapiôv  kolviôv  nEPl- 
OAEYTAZ  ■na.pa.KeKeveTau  y/i  ecrdai  koï  è-ntcrKÔiTovç'  "va  fir/ 
yévtp-m  eÙKaracppôi'tjTos  >)  àp-^iepuxrvvt].  nEPlOAEYTAI  <ïé  eïatv  oî 
ar/fxepov  TrpojzaKKoixevot  irapà  tov  cttktkottoiv  EZAPXOI.  ovtol  yàp 
■neptooevovai  Kct)  ETCiTTjpawri  ~à  x^v^ikÙ  cr(pâKu.ara,  koli  Karap-iÇovcrt 
Toiiç  TrtcrTovç. — and  that  of  Zonaras — iiepioaeytai  £è  \é*yov- 
Tat,  àià  to  itepiép^ecrdai,  Kai  Karaprl^eiv  tovç  ttkttovç  firj  e^orroeç 
KadéBpav  oixetav.  {See  more,  in  my  notes  to  Priaulx.) 
—  Next,  hear  Bifhop  Beveridge's  glofs  on  the  fame 
iiepioaeytai — "Hi  preshyteri  erant,  qui  radio  certo  loco 
addicti,  epifcopi  nomine  rufticanas  parœcias  circumeuntes, 
eas  rijihdtaut  ;  unde  rirctritorcs  et  btsttatorrs  dicti/unt." 
— Next,  Juftellus's — who  cites  them  in  a  letter  of  Gre- 
gory the  Great,  under  the  fame  title  of  btst'tors,  in  the 
Latin  church — "  3bTi'sitatorcs  ecclejiarum,  clerique  eorum, 
qui  cum  ipfis  per  non  fuce  civitatis  parochias  fatigantur,  ali- 
quod  laborisfui  copiant,  te  difponente fubjidium"  Gregor. 
L.  in.  Ep.  11.  ad  Maximian.  Epifc.  Syracuf. 
— And  laftly,  Petrns  de  Marca's — who  wrongly  identifies 
the  djorrpisccpus  and  iiepioaeyths  (for,  if  the  fame,  we 
furely  may  afk.  with  Archdeacon  Parker,  Why  was  one 
abrogated,  and  the  other  fubftituted  in  his  place  ?  and 
why,  let  me  add,  amongft  the  Syro-Maronites,  fliould 
both  ecclefiaftics  be,  now-a-days,  continued  ?  Why  ?  but 
that  they  ever  were  as  quite  diflinct  in  the  elder  Greek 
church,  as  they  at  prefent  are  amongft  the  Chriftians  of 
Mount  Libanus.  where  they  have  totally  different  allot- 
ments of  office  to  perform) — but  rightly  qualifies  the 
ambulatory  character  of  the  hepioaeyths  with  "  niji  aliter 
ci  fa  m  fuerit  epifcopo,  qui  pcrioïirutam  alicui  eccle/iœ  vicanœ 
atljeribere  potejt,  collato  et  adjuncto  munere  cœteras  vi/îtandi. 
Qu(c  videtur  mens  fui[]e  Synodi  Laodicente  ;  cum  ante 
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djorcptscopt  mhrifterium  clero  civitatis  adferiptum  potiùs  vide- 
retur  quàm  vicanœ  alicui  ecclefice  affixwm." 

Now,  it  is  in  the  delegate  character  of  this  btsttatortal 
function,  and,  more  particularly,  in  the  latter  conftitution 
of  it,  that  the  nEPiOAEYTHz1,  uniting  the  office  of  a  pa- 
rochial incumbent  and  that  of  a  btsftator,  approximates 
moft  clofely  to  the  nrcïjprcsbtjtcr^rural  of  the  weft,  as 
found  amongft  ourfelves  : — and  it  is,  when  not  fo  fpe- 
cially  connected  by  local  ties  to  a  circumfcribed  and 
particular  fupervifion,  with  incumbency — Kadédpav  oÏKelav 
uù  Ivtoi/,  "  nuïïi  fedi  adfcriptus  " — that  the  fame  officer  zona™  ad  Can. 

'  -il  ,  T      „    ,        LVm.  Cone. 

affimilates  with  the  forancous  btcar  or  îïcan  rural  of  the  Laodicen. 
archdiocefe  of  Milan.    Nor  is  he,  indeed,  under  the 
latter  type,  without  his  counterpart  in  Spain  ;  where, 
Auguftin  Barbofa  tells  us,  are  "  btsttatorcs  out  btcartt  foranci,  De  cawmkis  et 

•  f  •  a  1  /•«•/»  Dignitalibus, 

quorum  opera  epijeopus  m  tota  utitur  dweceji  — in  fact,  cvi.  p.es. 

rural  ardjprcsbrjtcrs  or  Ircans.    But  whether  commiffioned 

at  large,  or  otherwife,  the  pcrio&cuta>  of  old  were,  in 

Boëhmer's    words,    "  quaji  procurators  et  cptscoporum 

btcartt,"  and,  as  fuch,  "  regiones  epifcoporum  circumibant  I 

et  vi/ïtabant."     And  fuch,  in  the  modern  orthodox  Ruf-  atppenbijr,  ««/- 

^  '  flan  Documents. 

nan  church,  are  the  diocefan  reprefentatives  of  the  old 
pcrto&cutae  called,  in  the  Ruffian  language,  33Iagod)cnntc 
(fee  extracts  from  Archbifhop  Platon's  Injtructions  in 
the  gXpptn&fx) — and  fuch,  in  the  Lutheran  church  there 
eftablithed,  are  the  ^rousts,  anfwering  to  the  Mago- 

(')  "  ÏTtSttator,  TIEPIOAEYTH2,  appellatur  cï)orcptecopu$  in  concilia  T!10™/1"1^,  Vm  et 

.  \  .      „  N.  E.I).  Tom.  I. 

Laodiceno:  eoque  nomine  pulchernme  fpiritalis  hœc  jitrijdictio  deela-  \  Part  i.  L.  n. 

ratio:    Cùm  enim  btcartt  foranct  epijeoporum  ejj'ent,  et  ii  pror.sùs  qui  [  ^P-'-^-P-217- 

poftea  dieti  funt  Decant  rurales,  in  vifitando  maxime  eo  tractu,  qui 

eorum  fidei  et  adminifirationi  creditus  j itérât,  npiritale  fuum  imperium, 

jiirifdictione  et  charitate  temperatum,  eiplicabant." 
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See  Burton's 
Lectures  on  Ec- 
clef.  Hiltory, 
Lcct.  XX.  p.172. 
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cljcnntc.  (See  extracts  from  the  Statutes  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  RulTia,  in  the  Bppcnïrix.) 

Secondly  ; — with  regard  to  their  geographical  diftri- 
bution. — It  is  not  unworthy  of  repetition,  that  the  firft 
fynodical  notice  of  the  iiepioaeyths  is  in  the  provincial 
council  of  Laodicea,  in  the  fourth  century  ;  that  of  the 
ciicljprcsfcijtrr-btcnn,  in  the  council  of  Tours,  and  in  the 
writings  of  Gregory,  bithop  of  that  fee,  in  the  fixth  cen- 
tury :  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  learned,  that 
there  was  an  early  connexion  between  the  Gallican  and 
Afiatic  churches1.     Irenœus,  biihop  of  Lyons,  the  firft 


Origines  Litur- 
gies, Vol.  I. 
pp.  108,  9. 


Cone.  Luodie. 
can.  xix.  C.  C. 
E.U.inB.I.C  V. 
Tom.  i.  p.  51. 


Hift.  Eeclef. 
Bedœ,  lib.  II. 
en  CC.M.B. 
c///.Vol.  i.  p.  25. 


Roberts's  Ap- 
pendix, No.  VI. 
p  316.  Differta- 
tion  on  the  Hill, 
of  the  A ne.  Brit. 
Church. 


(')  The  original  famenefs  of  the  ancient  liturgies  of  the  exarchate  of 
Ephefus  (the  churches,  that  is,  of  Aria  and  Phrygia,  including  Laodicea), 
and  primitive  Gaul,  is  reafonably  entertained  by  Mr.  Palmer  in  his 
Origines  l/iturgicœ  ;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact,  that,  whereas  the  latter 
elfentially  differed  from  the  Roman,  the  Alexandrian,  and  the  Great 
Oriental,  its  variation  from  the  laft,  viz.  that  of  Bafil  and  Chryibltom, 
is  diftinctly  pointed  out  as  being-  in  that  very  part  which  is  fo  carefully 
regulated  by  the  nineteenth  canon  of  Laodicea.  Whence  the  learned 
author  infers  the  previous  exiftence  in  the  Afiatic  exarchate  of  a  primi- 
tive liturgy  (perhaps  of  apoftolical  origin)  identical  with  the  Gallican, 
and  fubfequently  conformed  to  the  Oriental  by  the  interference  of  the 
canon  in  queftion. — Let  me  fubjoin,  as  interefling  to  ourfelves — 
There  is  no  trace  of  more  than  two  primitive  liturgies  in  the  weft — the 
Gallican  and  Roman.  The  former  feems  to  have  prevailed  in  Gaul  and 
Spain,  and  probably  in  Britain  :  at  leaft  the  Britifh  differed  from  the 
Roman,  as  appears  from  the  anfwer  of  Auguftine  to  the  Britifli  bifhops 
at  the  Worcefterfliire  conference — the  "  calera  quœ  agitis  jnoribits  nqfiris 
contraria"  the  cuftoms  contrary  to  the  Roman  cuftoms  :  whence  is  in- 
ferred the  famenefs  of  the  Gallic  and  Britifli  rites  and  ceremonies  of  worfhip. 
See  Spelman.  Brit.  Cone.  Tom.  i.  p.  167  ;  and  Stillingrleet's  Orig.  Brit. 
c.  iv.  The  Britifli  church  obferved  the  rule  of  the  Gallican,  as  to  the 
time  of  keeping  Eafter  :  and  as  the  church  of  Lyons  followed  the  doctrines 
of  Irenœus,  who  received  them  from  Polycarp,  the  difciple  of  St.  John, 
fo  the  Britifli  church  referred  their  doctrines  decifively  to  the  fame  Apoftle. 
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Revelation, 
chap.  I.  v.  1 1 .  & 


founded  Chriftian  eftablilhment  of  Gaul,  was  a  difciple  iw.T.Cony- 

x        I  beare  s  Bampton 

of  Poly  carp,  bilhop  of  Smyrna;  and  many  of  the  miffio-  x-ec^mmg. 
naries  of  the  former  church  are  reported  to  have  been  note, 
difciples  of  the  difciple  of  St.  John.  From  Afia,  there- 
fore, the  church  of  Gaul  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to 
have  originally  derived  her  ecclefiaftical  rites,  cuftoms, 
and  difcipline,  founded,  in  all  probability,  on  the  inftruc- 
tions  given  by  St.  John  to  the  feven  churches  of  that 
country  (of  which  Laodicea  was  one),  and  more  or  lefs  jcb.ap.in.  v.  u 
modified,  at  a  later  period,  by  fuch  canons  as  were 
enacted  by  the  councils  of  the  parent  church  for  the 
fubfequent  regulation  of  her  own  polity.  In  Afia  Minor, 
cftorcptscopt  originally  abounded,  and  fubfequently  pen'-- 
oïrcutacr.  If,  therefore,  from  Afia  came  the  polity  of  the 
Gallican  church,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
from  Afia  came  the  inftitution  of  fubordinate  rural 
tnsttors  into  the  diocefe  of  Tours  ;  where  they  firft. 
appear  in  Weftern  Europe,  nearly  two  hundred  years 
after  their  creation  in  the  eaft  ;  but  as  foon,  perhaps,  as 
the  economy  of  the  weftern  church  admitted  or  required 
parochial  vifitation  by  other  than  bifhops1. 


(')  Upon  thefe  dark  points,  where  fo  much  is  left  to  conjecture, 
I  venture  not  to  hazard  an  opinion,  but  merely  fuggeft  the  probability 
of  the  above  hypothecs.  "  I  would  have  none  to  ymagine  that  I  take  Usher's  MS. 
upon  me  peremptorily  to  determine  anie  thing*  in  this  matter  of  an-  '^Inaches'si/1'1' 
tiquitie,  as  being  not  ignorant  with  what  obfcurities  queftions  of  this 
nature  are  involved  ;  efpetially  where  helpe  of  auncient  monuments  is 
wanting.  My  purpofe  only  is,  to  pointe  unto  the  ffountaines,  and  to 
compare  the  prefent  ftate  of  thinges  with  the  practice  of  auncient  tymes  ; 
thincking  I  have  done  well  if  hereby  I  maie  give  occafion  of  further 
inquirie  unto  thofe  who  have  greater  judgment  and  more  leifure  to 
boulte  out  the  truth  of  this  bulines." 
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Bingham  O.  E. 
B.  u.c.xiv.s  12. 


Archd.  Parker's 

Account  of  Ch. 
Government, 
p.  155. 


Bevereg.  Synod. 
Tom.  i.  p.  439. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  ix. 
col.  095—826. 
Cone.  Aquifgr. 
n.  capit.n. 
can.  iv. 


Canones  Arabici 
ex  editione  AI- 
fonli  Pil'ani  et 
Franeifci  Tur- 
riani  in  Hart- 
man,  et  Ruel. 
CC.  llluflr. 
Tom.  II.' 


Though  the  nrcfit'presbyteral  or  protopresbyternl,  pert= 
oïreutnl  or  bt'sttfltortal,  office  was  intended  by  the  ancient 
councils  of  the  church  to  fuperfede  the  chorcptscopaI,and 
did  eventually  do  fo  ;  ftill  it  was  a  long  time  before 
this  change  of  polity  was  finally  confuramated.  For 
effecting  the  object,  the  canons  were,  for  the  molt  part, 
topical,  and  concerned  only  particular  provinces  :  fo 
that  we  find  the  church,  about  this  date,  fays  Arch- 
deacon Parker,  varioufly  governed,  in  fome  places  by 
country  btsfiops,  in  others  by  bt'sttt'ng  presbyters,  and  in 
fome  diocefes  by  both1.  Even  in  the  Greek  church,  it 
would  appear  from  Balfamon's  commentary  on  the  tenth 
canon  of  the  fynod  of  Antioch,  cfioreptscopt  and  protopa= 

pnîïfS  CO-exifted — KeKOi\vp.evov  vtto  tcov  KCtvovctv  ecTTtv,  k-rticrKo- 
7TOVÇ  ylveerdai  eïç  (èpa^elaç  TrôKetç  kcl)  KOijxaç,  tea)  Btà  tovto  è%et- 
poTovovv  etç  TavTaç  irpecrfiuTepovc.,  rjTot  npaTOlïAIIAAAS:,  kou  XÎ2P- 
:  EmzKonoYZ.  In  the  Latin  church  of  the  ninth  century, 
I  the  fuperior  functionary  co-exifted  with  the  inferior, — 
the  former,  we  may  fuppofe,  in  a  waning,  the  latter  in 
a  nafcent  ft  ate  ;  and  the  bithop  had  the  advantage  of 
the  triple  minift.ration  of  cfioreptscopus1,  arcftpresbyter, 
and  archdeacon  : — to  whom,  collectively,  the  title  of 
"  epijeoporum  minijîerii  adjutores  "  is  applied  by  the  third 
capitular  of  Louis  the  Pious,  chap,  v.,  and  that  of 
" epifcoporum  minij'lri"  by  the  fécond  council  of  Aix-la- 


( 1  )  In  the  full  enumeration  of  ecclefiaftical  officers  in  the  Latin  ver- 
fion  of  the  Nicaeno- Arabic  canons  (of  very  doubtful,  or  no  authenticity) 
annexed  to  the  genuine  Nicene  code,  arrhpvcgtigtcrg  are  alfo  joined 
with  chore pbcopt  and  archdeacons  at  a  much  earlier  date  {A. D.  cccxxv). 
But  there,  probably,  urban  or  cathedral  acchpric^tS  are  meant.  The 
fifty-eighth  canon  fpeaks  of  the  choreptSCOpuS  and  archdeacon  "  tanquam 
duœ  manus  et  duœ  alœ,  quibus  epifcopus  volat." 


Sect.  I.] 
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Chapelle  (A.D.  dcccxxxvi.),  in  the  latter  part  of  chap.  n. 
de  vitâ  et  doctrinâ  htferiorum  ordinum.  From  whence 
may  be  inferred  the  compatibility  of  their  contempora- 
neous jurifdiction,  as  well  as  their  general  fubjection  to 
one  fuperior. 

And  why  mould  they  not  have  been  co-exiftent  in 
extenfive  diocefes  ?  For  the  archdeacon  being,  in  thofe 
days,  a  clofe  attendant  on  the  bifhop  in  the  epifcopal 
city,  refident  there,  and  only  occafionally,  and  on  fpecial  Batt?!y's  c«n- 
bufmefs,  fent,  as  a  commiffary  or  mandatary,  into  the  Part  iv.  chap.  n. 
country  (more  often  on  fecular  than  on  fpiritual  affairs), 
there  was  room  enough  for  the  employment  of  the 
other  two  in  their  purely  fpiritual  capacities,  without 
interference  with  each  other's  privileges,  or  thofe  of  the 
urban  bifhop.  To  the  tftortptscopus,  or  billnnus  cpt'scopus, 
of  the  date  alluded  to,  we  readily  aflïgn1  a  general 
fuperintendency  over  the  whole  country  region  and  its 
villages,  remote  from  the  epifcopal  fee,  and  the  exercife 
therein  of  certain  epifcopal  functions,  gradually  more 
and  more  curtailed  to  the  period  of  their  final  annihila- 
tion, in  lieu  of  the  urban  bifhop  ;  who  "  himfelf  looked 
to  the  metropolis  and  the  daughter-churches  by  a  general 
fupravifion  :" — To  the  arcbprcsbyter,  we  grant  a  partial 
fuperintendency  over  a  certain  number  of  parifhes  of  a 
particular  diftrict,  within  the  precincts  of  which  he  was 
himfelf  incumbent2. 


Taylor's  Epi. 

JcopacyAJj'erted, 

XXXVII. 


(')  "  ©^ortptSCOpt  miniflerium  ejl,"  fays  Ebbo,  bifhop  of  Rheims, 
"  nmiu-m  facerdotalem  totius  regiotwfibi  commi//ce  convevfationem  corri- 
ger? atque  dirigere  &c."  See  P.  de  Marca  de  C.  S.  et  J.  Lib.  n.  cap.  xiv. 
Tom.  i.  p.  293.  4 to.  Edit. 

(2)  So  Dr.  Colin,  Tab.  xi.  feems  to  divide  thefe  functionaries: — "per 
totem  aliquant  dicecefim  ;  ut  cptecopt  tttulareg  qui  olim  chottptecopt, 


Opufc.  Ebhon. 
de  Min.  Eccl. 
llemaus. 


Prima  Linea- 
ments preefentis 
Puliteia  Eccle- 
fiafticee  Anglicc, 
MDLXXXIX. 
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Such  an  arrangement  of  ecclefiaftical  officers — each 
refpecting  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  other,  and  all 
having  the  common  good  of  the  church  at  heart — 
appears  to  us  as  if  it  muft  work  well,  and  be  productive 
of  much  advantage.  But  it  was  not  fo  ; — harmony  did 
not,  long  together,  reign  between  the  bifhops  and  their 
mitred  rural  ïrcjputtrs1,  who  were  continually  put  down, 
and  again  reftored,  according  to  the  temper  of  diocefans, 
for  feveral  centuries  ;  till  the  church,  becoming,  at  laft, 
weary  of  the  continual  clafhing  of  epifcopal  and  cfjorcpu 
raBpr2i°r"L'VI'  scopal  interefts,  determined,  in  the  time  of  Charlemagne2, 


Origines  Eccle- 
Jia/i.  L.  II.  cap. 
xiv.  ;xn. 
Tom.  i.  p.  199. 


Capitular.  Reg. 
Francor.  Lib. VI. 
c.  121.  Tom.  I. 
p.  327. 


nunc  cptStopi  Suffraganct  vocantur  &c.  &c. — In  parte  aliquâ  diœcefeos, 
ut  arcljiprcsbirtcri  (quos  ïlrcanos  rurales  vocant)  atque  nunc  plerumquè 
adliibentur  ad  convocandum  clerum. — Significandum  eis  nonniliil  ab 
Ordinario  (ut  Jit)  per  literas. — Inducendum  in  bénéficia  vice  archidia- 
coni  remotius  agentis." 

On  the  caufes  which  induced  the  popes  to  change  the  chorrpiscopi  into 
titular  bishops,  fee  Nelfon's  Rights  of  the  Clergy,  p.  127  ;  alfo  Boëhmer. 
DiU'ertat.  v.  de  Chrijlianorum  ccetibus  in  vicis  et  agris,  §  vra.  p.  30S. 
D.  I.  E.  A.  The  latter  began  to  be  appointed,  according  to  Jortin,  at 
the  clofe  of  the  fécond  century.  Eeelef.  Hijl.  m.  64.  See  alfo  Newman 
on  Suffragan  Bijhops,  p.  38. 

( 1  )  Mr.  Bingham  alleges  other  caufes  for  their  final  fufpenfion  and 
abolition — "  Jam  vero  pote/tas  chorcpiscoporum  "  (I  quote  from  Grifcho- 
vius's  verfion)  "  labafcebat,  et  ad  deterhorem  /latum  inclinata  gradatim 
imminuebatur,  donee  tandem  fœculo  ix.fictis  et  fabricate  decretalibus  et 
in  fcenam  productis,  haud  veri  no?ninis  epifcopi  effe  dicerentur  :  atque  ita 
per  paparum  tyran nidem  in  ecclefds  oecidentalibus prorfus  abrogarentur." 

(2)  "  Placuit  ne  rhorcptSCOpi  «  quibufdam  deinceps fiant,  quoniam  hac- 
tenîis  a  nefcientibus  fanctorum  patrum  et  maxime  apojlolorum  décréta, 
fuifque  quktibus  ac  delectationibus  infervientibus  facti  funt.  Idcirco  et 
ollm  perfœpe,  et  nqftro,  a  fanctâ  apq/lolicâ  fede  funt  prohibiti;  et  ne 
deinceps  à  quoquam,  tarn  ordinante,  quàm  ordinari  cupiente,  talis  prœ- 
fumptio  affumatur,  a  cunctis  regni  nojlri  epif  opis  ejl  in  fynodo  canonico 
prohibition."     And  the  fame  was  decreed  by  feveral  other  councils 

{fee 
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on  the  entire  fufpenfion  of  the  latter  order  ;  (as  far  at 
leaft  as  fuch  an  object  could  be  effected  by  canon  ; 
for  many  bifhops  "  fuis  quietibus  ac  delectationibus  inhce- 
rentes"  ftill  continued  to  depute  the  labours  of  the 
epifcopate   to  their   inhibited  reprefentatives  of  the 
country,)  and  apportioned  the  feveral  duties  to  the  city 
bifhops,  arcljprtcsts  and  rural  fccans. —  "  Nomen  primùm  Monn.  desacr. 
fujiulerunt  epifcopi,  ne  ampliùs  fuperbiendi  Wis  occajionem  Exercit.iv.'c.vi. 
daret:  deinde  officia  bipertiti  funt.    Qua  epifcoporum  erant  p 
propria,  lit  or  dinar  e,  ecclefias  con/ecrare,  confrrmare,  et 
ejufmodi  cum  nullo  presbytero  ab  eo  tempore  ampliùs  com- 
municarunt,  fed  Jibi  foils  refervarunt.    Cœtera  verb  qua  ad 


(fee  Ducange  in  voce  tï)orpptôCopus)  :  but  yet,  for  all  that,  they  ftruggled 
on  for  a  long  time  after,  and  were  not  totally  abrogated,  as  Peter  de 
Marca  obferves  out  of  Sigebert,  till  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century.  See 
De  Soto  de  Inftitutione  Sacerdotum  qui  fub  epifcopis  animarum  curam 
gerunt,  p.  340-41;  Dodwell's  Separation  of  Churches,  cap.  xxin  ;  Arch- 
deacon Parker's  Account  of  Church  Government,  p.  160;  Boe'hmer  Jus 
Ecclefq/l.  Proteftant.  Lib.  in.  Tit.  iv.  §  xxxi,  xxxii.  ;  and  an  article  in  the 
Britifli  Magazine  for  Sept.  1836— on  rural  btghopS  and  rural  orang — to 
which  the  Editor  of  that  periodical  calls  particular  attention  in  a  foot- 
note p.  300. 

"  Damnatus  tamen  non  tibique  cborcptecopuS,"  fays  Matthœus,  "et 
utut  centiès  damnatus,  epifcoporum  ignavid  tamen,  turn  feculi  negotiis 
obfejji  et  impediti,  dum  otio  fuo  confulunt,  paulatlm  revirit  &c."  And 
fo  Natalis  Alexander  —  "  ©foorcptëc opog  fovit  epifcoporum  in  facris  De  gOowpifco 
mini/lerus  obeundis  defidia.  Homines  fcilicet  laid  ad  epifcopalem  dig-  ^%\^/feriatit 
nitatem  honoribus  et  divitiis  opimam  evecti,  onera  illi  conjuncta  ferre 
dedignabantur,  ideôque  ilia  in  chorcptScopoô  transferebant,  dum  interim 
ipfi  liberius  genio  fuo  indulgcrent."  A  further  reafon  for  the  continu- 
ance of  thefe  prelates  may  be  found  in  the  opportunity  thereby  afforded 
to  kings  and  rulers  of  putting  off  the  election  of  urban  bifhops  to  vacant 
fees,  and  receiving  into  their  own  pockets,  or  thofe  of  their  courtiers, 
during  vacancies,  the  difference  between  the  larger  income  of  the  fuperior 
ecclefiaftics  and  the  limited  ftipend  of  their  fubftitutes. 


De  Nobilitale 
&c.  L.  II.  c.  XL. 
p.  632. 
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Vet.  et  Nov. 
Eccl.  Difcipl.  de 
Benef .  Tom.  I. 
P.  i.  L.  ii.  c.v. 


De  Concordia 
Sacerd.eilmper. 
L.  II.  c.  xiv. 
Tom.  I.  p.  294. 


De  Sacr.  Ordi- 
nal B.  III.  Ex- 
ercit.  IV.  c.  VI. 
p.  57.  ni. 


Colet.  Not.  ad 
Can.  Arabic. 
Cone.  Nican. 
SS.  Cone.  Tom. 
II.  col.  317. 


jurifdictionem,  et  ecclejice  regimen  pertinent,  arcïjiprcsurjtcris, 
et  bream's  ruralibus  potifimùm  attribuerunt.  Unde  etiam  anti- 
quitus  paulo  poji  chorepifcoporum  extinctionem  arcbtprcsuytcu 
à  multis  bream  rurales  voeabantur,  ut  notât  Innocentius  III." 

Nor  does  Thomaffin's  appropriation  of  the  antiquated 
duties  of  the  cfjorcptscopatc  differ  from  Morin's  ;  fave  that 
he  grants  a  fhare  of  them  to  the  ruling  deacons — 
"Proximo  pojl  cborcptscopos  loco  erant  arrftiprrsbrjtcrt,  epio 
factum  eft  ut  ubi  fublatum  eft  illorum  collegium,  in  maximam 
partem  protejtatis  et  minifîerii  eorum  adoptati  hi  fuerint, 
parte  reliquâ  in  archidiaconos  refufâ:" — in  which  latter 
remark,  he  is  fupported  by  Peter  de  Marca,  who  grants 
to  the  archdeacons  "  follieituclinem  animadvertendi  in  pref- 
byteros  et  pagorum  viftandorum,  quœ  prœter  cœtera  tborept- 
scopts  competebat  but  takes  no  notice  whatever  of  the 
portion  of  thofe  duties  which  fell  to  nrcïjprcsbntrrs  : — 
whereas  Morin  looks  upon  the  latter  as  having  enjoyed 
them  prior  to  their  being  fhared  by  the  archdeacons — 
"  Pqjtea  nefcio  quo  cafu  plurimùm  imminuta  eft  artfttprrsbrj- 
tcrorttm  autoritas,  et  cum  archidiaconis  contra  jus  antiquum 
commumcata." 

Elfewhere,  Thomaffin,  curforily  glancing  at  the  de- 
cayed office  of  the  cïjorcptscopus  during  the  fixth  and 
feventh  centuries,  yet  farther  notices  the  ftrong  affinity 
which  it  would  have  borne  to  the  rural  artfiprcsbrjtcr's, 
had  the  latter  enjoyed1  a  greater  territorial  extent  of 


(') — Which  more  extenfive  jurifdietion  obtained  at  a  later  date  in  the 
diocefe  of  Milan,  in  the  cafe  of  the  foranr OUS  bicarg  of  Archbifhop  Bor- 
romeo.— "  ad  vicem  thorcptscoporum,  quibus  jam  non  opus  eft,  accedunt 
nunc  bisitatorcg  quos  vocant,  in  Mediohnienfi  eceleftâ,  btcaricô  foranrog  : 
hi  funt  faeerdotes  probati,  quos  epifcopus  deligit,  el  certas  regiones  dice- 
cefis  fuœ  attribuit  infpkiendas  et  luftrandas,  ut  in  civitate  fuâ  gregem 

 9*4 
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parochial  jurifdiction  :  "  hoc  faltem  dicemus,  cum  arcftt- 
presbuteris  rurah'bus  magnam  d)orcptscopt's  affinitatem  inter- 
cejjijfe,  ji  horum  ficlei  plures  ejfent  maudatœ  fubjcctœqiie 
parochiœ."  "  Quos  Grœci  cïjorcptscopos,  hoc  eji  certarum 
regiuncularum  in  quâlïbet  diœceji  fpeculatores,"  fays  the 
fynod  of  Augsburg,  "  alii  archidiaconos,  alii  arcfitprcsbytcros 
vocant,  in  nojtrd  ecclejid  cathedrali,  quo  ad  certum  dijirictum 
mœniis  Augujlanœ  civitatis  adjacentem  archidiaconi,  in 
reliqud  verb  diœcefi  îiccanorum  ruraltum  nomine  cenfentur." 
Laftly,  Filefac  affirms  the  identity  of  the  Greek  periofceuta: 
and  Latin  îïeans  rural  in  thefe  words — "  Si  jus  canonicum 
Latinorum  fequi  vellemus  pcrtobcutas  non  alios  Jignijicare 
quam  arthtprcsbrjteros/eM  tfccanos  rustt'eanos  diceremus  :"  and 
Natalis  Alexander  ftates  the  devolution  of  cftorcpt'scopal 
vifitation  and  correction  to  archdeacons  and  îïcans  rural  : — 
"  Sollicitudinem  lujtrandi  rujiicanas  parochias,  et  corrigendi 
presbyter  os,  quœ  cftorcptscopts  competebat,  in  archidiaconos  et 
ïïfcanos  rurales  transfuderunt  epifcopi:" — and  once  more 
Blondel — "  In  horum  curam  archidiaconi,  arcftiprcsbntcrt, 
quojque  nunc  îïccanos  rurales  vocare  mos  ejl,  ex  parte  fuccef- 
ferunt."  Apolog.  Sect.  in.  p.  134.  See  alfo  Morifan.  de 
^rotopapts,  cap.  vu.  p.  108.  to  the  fame  point  ;  and  parti- 
cularly, p.  115.  where  he  fays  expreiïly  that  the  protopapac 
plcbtum  curtortcs  fucceeded  the  cftorcptscopt. 

But  enough  : — To  multiply  authorities  on  fo  clear  a 
point  as  the  origin  of  the  rural  arcï)tprcsfey  tcratc  or  ïïcca- 
nate  (for  we  may,  with  ThomalTin,  ufe  the  terms  as 
fignifying  the  fame  jurifdiction)  out  of  the  cfiorcptscopatc, 


ThnmaOin.  V.  et 
N.E.D.  Part.  I. 
L. il.  ci.  16. 
p.  218. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xix.  eol.  1301. 


Parœcia,  cap.iv. 
p.  59. 


Differtatio  de 

2l)orcini"copt8, 
p.  188: 

!  Differt.  Ecclef. 
Trias. 


Dialriba  de 


qui  extra  civitatem  eft,  quafi  prœfi/is  intueri  et  curare  poffit:  quibus 
qui  primi  nomen  hoc  impofuerimt,  videntur  mild  nomen  cj)orcpigcojn  ab 
injpiciendis  regùmïbus  interpretati." 
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appears  altogether  unneceflary  ;  and  therefore  I  need 
not  accumulate  on  the  many  names  already  adduced 
in  fupport  of  the  opinion,  thofe  of  Goar1,  Valefius2, 
M.A.de  Dominis3,  Stillingfleet,  Downame,  Colet,  Richard, 
Brett,  Pegge,  Nelfon,  and  others.  The  fact  fpeaks  for 
itfelf  ;  and,  as  Morin  has  obferved,  the  words  of  the 
thirteenth  canon  of  the  Pavian  council  (A.l).  dcccl.), 
repeated  in  that  of  Rome  or  Ravenna  (A.D.  dcccciv.), 
indirectly  confirm  the  correctnefs  of  our  view. 

The  canon  referred  to  is  an  important  one  ;  and  there- 
fore I  quote  it  in  full,  with  fome  of  its  annexed  gloffes  : 
"Propter  ajjiduam  erga  populum  Dei  curam,  fingulis plebibus 
arrïjtprcslnjtcros  prœejje  volumus  ;  qui  non  folum  imperiti 
vulgi  follicitudinem  gérant,  vernm  etiam  eorum  presbyter  or  urn, 
qui  per  minores  titulos  (ecclejias  gl.  Hoft.)  habitant,  vitam 
jngi  circmnfpectione  cuftodiant,  et  qua  unvfquifque  indujîriâ 
divinum  opus  exerceat,  epifcopo  fuo  renuntient  (quod  folus 


( 1  )  "  '0  nPOToriAnAZ  —  qui  et  nPfiTOiEPEYS  :  ardripregbgter  ejl,  et 
antiqui  cporcptscopt,  fi  non  nominis  faltem  potejtaiis  Jucceffbr  :  nam  et 
in  infidis  Venetorum  Lectores  injlituit,  et  de  rebus  eeclefia/licis  dijudicat. 
Ubi  pluies  faeerdotes  concélébrant,  primas  ipfe  tenet,  et  ê/c0a)r>;o-eiç  pro- 
fert  :  et  tandem,  ut  loquitur  Codinus  cap.i.  Trpù>r6ç  ian  rov  firj/iarog, 
(pépoiv  ra  (ievrepeia  rov  àp^iepéwç  :  unde  et  in  vicis,  epifcopo  abfente, 
reliquis  facerdotibus  femper  prœeminet,  et  in  eos  jus  exercet." 

(2)  "  Slrcïjtprcsbgtm  in  vicis  et  oppidis  interdum  conftiiuebantur, 
quippe  qui  fuccejferant  in  locum  d)orcptSCOporum." 

Bingham  is  not  quite  correct,  when  he  fays  the  power  of  the  ancient 
chorepifcopi  dwindled  into  that  of  the  archdeacons.  The  latter  succeeded 
to  fome  additional  authority  on  the  abolition  of  cfiorcptscopacg  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  power  of  btllan  bishops  devolved  on  fccang  rural. 
See  O.E.  B.  n.  c.  xxi.  s.  10. 

i  (3)  See  M.  A.  de  Dominis  de  Republicâ  Ecclefiaflicâ,  L.  ii.  c.  ix. 
!p.  291. 
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epifcopus  eft  judex  ordinarius  in  fuâ  dyocefi  de  jure  com- 
muai, gl.  Hoft.)  Ncc  obtendat  epifcopus  non  egere  plebem 
arclnprestrntcro  ;  quaji  ipfe  earn  gubemare  valent  ;  quia  et/i 
vcddè  idoneus  Jit,  decet  tamen  ut  partiatur  onera  jua  ;  et 
jicut  ipfe  matrici  ecclejice  (cathedrali,  majori  titulo,  gl.  Hoft.) 
prœejt,  ita  artiHpusrnjtert  prœjînt plebibus1,  ut  in  nullo  titn- 
bet  ecclejiaftica  foUicitudo  ;  cuncta  tamen  (fubaudPmajora  et 
dubitabilia,  gl.  Hoft.)  référant  ad  epifcopum,  (prœter  minora 
quœ  ipfe  determinare  poteft,  cum  habeat  ordinariam  jurifdic- 
tionem,  glq/J.)  Nec  aliquid  contra  ejus  decretum  ordinare 
prafumant  :  (fubaudi  etiam  levé,  cum  enim  a r cf) t  p  r es b  y t c r 
et  archidiaconus  vicarii  funt  epijcopi,  patet  quod  epifcopus 
potejt  eos,  nijî  confuetudo  objtet  contraria,  quandocunque  vo- 
luerit prohibere,  vel  eorum  fententias  revocare,  glojf.  Hoft.)" 
We  here  fee  granted  to  rural  arcïjincsbptcrs  (in  the  *f°»n- 

&  t  Ordin.V.m. 

firft  canon  of  the  weftern  church  that  gives  them  plenary  Exemt.  iv. 

°  ■*    i       "    cap.  vi.  p.  57.  hi. 

inftitution,  and  clearly  diftinguifhes  them  from  the  urban 

(')  In  accordance  with  which  prefidency  over  the  ecclefice  baptifmales 

of  the  country,  here  denominated  plebcS,  the  earlieft  atteftation  of  the 

countrg  arcbpricgt,  which  has  come  under  my  notice,  gives  him  the  title 

of  arcfotprcgbnter  te  plcbe.    It  is  fubfcribed  to  a  grant  of  Benedict, 

bifliop  of  Adria,  A.D.  mliv.  —  "Peints  arcl)tprc$bj)tcr  Ï)C  plcbe  Sancii  Muratori Antiq. 

Caffmni  firmavi."  Med  JEv  Jtom. 

.       vi-  col.  3G4. 

The  cited  Pavian  canon  being  an  important  document,  the  reader  will 
not  deem  the  remarks  of  Muratori  upon  it  irrelevant.  "Ex  his  habes,"  £ol  4J3 
fays  this  laborious  compiler,  "  rurifuiffe  matrices five primarias parochias, 
plebis  appellatione  di/tinctas,  ubi  baptipmus  celebrabatur  ;  quibus  qui 
prœ/iciebantur,  archtprcsbjjteri  confuevére  vocarL  Et  ant  autem  et  aliœ 
minores  parockiœ  (minores  tituli-capeUa})  archiprcgbgtCïO  ita  fubjeetce, 
ut  quoties  de  ibi  collocando  redore  Jive  presbylero  ad  confeffvones 
audiendas,  attaque  prœter  baptifmuin,  aliaque  per  agenda,  electio  Jpec- 
taret  non  foluni  ad  epifcopum,  fed  etiam  ad  arcfttprcôbîitcrum.3'  After 
which,  he  quotes  examples  of  the  latter's  "jus  conjlituendi  rectores  in 
minoribus  iitulis." 

VOL.  I.  p 
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officers)  the  whole  of  the  cïjorcptscopal  functions,  fave 
thofe  alone  of  the  higheft  grade  (as  collations  to  holy 
orders  &c.)  ;  which  the  bifhops  refumed  and  retained 
in  their  own  hands  ;  inafmuch  as  thefe  were  incommu- 
nicable powers,  and  could  not,  canonically,  be  delegated 
to  perfons  not  of  epifcopal  dignity.  And  fo  clofe  was 
the  approximation,  and  indiftinct  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  arcrjprcstmtcrsfji'p  at  its  zenith,  and  rhorcpi'scopacg 
at  its  decline,  that  the  privileges  of  urban  bithops  were, 
at  one  time,  as  much  infringed  by  the  ambitious  inter- 
ference of  their  unmitred  ïfeans,  as  they  had  previoufly 
been  by  that  of  their  mitred  suffragans. 

Even  when  the  church  had  decreed,  in  more  than  one 
council,  the  entire  abolition  of  cfjorcptscopt,  and  had,  by 
the  canon  above  cited,  and  many  others,  ftrictly  defined 
the  duties  of  their  fuccefsors,  (fo  that  there  Ihould  be 
no  more  confufion  of  privileges  in  the  adminiftration  of 
fpiritual  affairs,)  we  find  the  rural  arcfjpricsts,  like  their 
cftorrptscopal  predeceffors,  tranfgreffing  the  boundary  line 
within  which  conciliar  law  had  placed  them,  and  at  an 
annual  rent  ("fub  annuo  pretio" — "pro  certâ  pecuniae 
quantitate"} — fimoniacally  purchasing  of  their  diocefan 
bifhops  a  fort  of  episcopal  rank  and  judicial  confequence  : 
till  at  length,  in  the  twelfth  century,  the  councils  of 
Tours  {A.D.  mclxiii.),  and  of  Rome  {A.  I),  mclxxix.), 
viewing  the  practice,  as,  at  once,  a  burden  and  difgrace 
to  the  church,  and  fubverfive  of  its  difcipline,  inhibited 
it,  on  pain  of  deprivation  \ 

(  1  )  The  origin  of  the  abufe,  and  the  interference  of  the  papal  fee  for 
its  fufpenfion,  are  thus  recorded  by  Pierre  Rouvière,  in  his  Hi/toria  Mo- 
nq/lerii  S.  Joan/iis  Reomaenfm  in  Tractu  Lingonenfi  : — "  Munus  eorum, 
(fcil.  fifcanorum  ruraltum)  etfi  initio  fuit,  curare  plebem  agrejlem,  mino- 

rumque. 
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This,  however,  was,  confeffedly,  on  the  part  of  the 
bifhops,  an  improper  delegation  of  fome  of  the  higher 
powers  of  epifcopacy  to  unlawful  hands,  at  the  price  of 
a  bribe  ;  and,  on  the  part  of  rural  ÙCflns,  an  ambitious 
attempt  to  enlarge  the  exercife  of  their  privileges  under 
a  certain  preftation  or  payment,  fimilar  to  that,  perhaps, 
by  which  archdeacons,  at  one  time,  obtained  an  amplifi- 
cation of  their  powers. 

But  that  arcfjpriests,  with  their  legitimate  and  ufual 
capacities,  were  fuitable  fuccelTors  of  fat'IInn  utsfjops  in 
the  weft,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that,  in  certain 
diocefes,  the  former  are  expreiïîy  ftated  to  have  been 

rumque  titulorum  presbyteros  ;  tamen  lapfu  temporis  eo  procejfd,  ut 
jurifdiclione  epifcopali  parte  aliquâ  augeretur.  Hie  enim  eft,  quod  in 
Iwc  Tabulario  Reomaenfi  alibique  paffim  tarn  crebra  reperianlur  fccca- 
norum  de  rebus  ecclefiafticis  judicia  et  arbitria,  quœ  fuperioribus  fœcvMs 
non  tarn  facile  occurrunt.  Eo  vero  progrejffa  eft  aliquando  eorum  po- 
teftas,  ut  prater  ilia,  qua  erant  ordinis  nihil  non  autoritatis  epifcopalis 
exercèrent,  conductd  annuo  precio  epifcopi  jurifdictione.  Qua  res  cum 
Alexandra  III.  vifa  effet  non  parùm  periculqfa,  fordida,  atque  ecclefia 
onerofa,  fic  fanxit  in  Concilio  Turonenfi.  '  Quoniam  in  quibufdam 
partibus  fcecant  quidam  vel  arcj)tprc0bgtcrt  ad  agendas  vices  epiftoporum, 
feu  archidiaconorum,  et  terminandas  caufas  ecc/eflafticas  fub  annuo 
precio  ftatuuntur,  quod  ad  facerdotum  gravamen,  et  fubverfionem  judi- 
ciorum  non  eft  dubium  redundare,  id  ulterius fieri  prohibemus.  Quod 
fi  quis  de  cater o  fecerit,  removeatur  à  clero:  epifcopus  a  idem,  qui  hoc 
fuftinuerit,  et  ecelefiafticam  jurifdictionem  fud  patitur  difthnulatione 
perverti,  diftrkiione  canonicâ  percellatur.'  Ita  refert  can.  Quoniam. 
Ne  pralati  vices  fuas  Sfc.  Dejiit,  ut  opinor,  hand  diu  poftea  hac  cor- 
rupted, fid  tKCante  fua  nihilominus  man/it  jurifdutio,  quam  defcribit 
concilium  Colonienfe.  1  Quo f dam  accepimus,'  inquit,  '  impedire  UccanoS 
ruralcg  quominus  pqffint  officia,  et  jurifdictionem  fuam  exercere,Jynodos 
libère  celebrare,  et  excejjiis  corrigere,  qui  et  ipfi  intelligant  fe  excommu- 
nicalionem  à  jure,  et  canonibus  latum  incurrere.'  " 

E  2 
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fubftituted  for  the  latter;  as  the  peuoimitae  were  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  cftorrpt'stopt  of  the  eaft.  In  Ireland,  for 
in  Itance,  we  learn,  from  the  preamble  to  the  conjtitutions 
of  Simon  de  Roehfort  or  de  Rupe  forti,  bifhop  of  Meath 
(A  D.  mccxvi.),  that  the  legate  John  Paparo,  cardinal 
voi.i.  Proiego-  of  St.  Laurence  in  Damafo,  and  legate  from  Pope  Eu- 

mena,  ci.vi.  ~  1 

gene  III.  to  the  Irifh,  ordained,  in  a  general  fynod,  held 
(A.D.  mclii.),  in  the  abbey  of  Mellifont,  or,  as  fome  fay, 
cc.M.B.etH.  at  Kells  or  Kenanufe  in  Meath, — "inter  alias  falubres 

Vol.  i.  p.  547.  '  * 

conftitutiones,  tunc  et  ibidem  fact  as,  at  decedentibus  cï)or= 
ept'scopts,  et  exiliorum  fedium  epifcopis  in  Hiberniâ,  in 
eorum  locum  eligerentur,  et  fuccederent  arctjtpusbDtcrt  à 
diocefanis  conjîituendi,  qui  cleri  et  plebis  foUicitudinem 
gérant  infra  fuos  limites,  et  utl  eorum  fedes  in  totidem 
capita  îjccanatuum  ruraltum  erigerentur  &c."  After  which 
follows  a  copious  lift  of  canons  regulative  of  the  tranf- 
muted  office, — all  of  them  of  a  vifitatorial  and  infpec- 


Account  of  he-  (')  From  this,  remarks  Wakefield,  we  are  enabled  to  forma  pretty 
c.  xxv.  pp.455,  correct  idea  of  the  ftate  of  the  ancient  Irifh  hierarchy.  Ireland  was  full 
f<Mra-  of  dhorcptecopi,  billage  or  rural  bishops.    In  Meath  there  were,  Clonard, 

Duleek,  Kells,  Trim,  Ardbraccan,  Dunflnghlin,  Slane,  Foure,  Skrine, 
Mullingar,  Loughfeedy,  Athunry,  Ardnurchor,  and  Ballyloughort.  In 
Dublin  were,  Swords,  Lufk,  Finglas,  Newcaftle,  Tawney,  Salmon-Leap 
or  Leixlip,  Bray,  Wicklovv,  Arklow,  Ballymore,  Clondalkin,  Tallag'ht, 
and  O'Murthy  ;  which  included  the  rural  ucancrtcS  of  Caftledermot  and 
Athy.  Thefe  were  all  rural  ucancrtcô  ;  and,  of  courfe,  rural  Sees,  before 
\*à<x\ctisAntiq.  the  year  mclii.  "  If  the  number  of  rural  UcancrtrS,"  fays  Ledwich,  "at 
their  firft  erection,  and  afterwards,  in  confequence  of  Paparo's  regula- 
tion, could  be  difcovered,  from  records  in  the  Vatican,  or  elfewhere,  it 
would  give  us  the  number  of  rural  gccS.  The  rural  ucancrtcS,  in  the 
common,  are  not  correct,  elfe  I  might  eafily  have  adduced  them.  Our 
bifhops,  I  fuppofe,  might  have  amounted  to  above  three  hundred."  See 
alfo  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hale's  Ejffay  on  Tithes,  Part  n.  p.  53.  &  notes  1,  2, 3. 
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tional  character,  in  order  to  the  reformation  of  the  f«*pp«rtfr 
church  and  clergy. 

And  in  the  fame  country,  according  to  Sir  Henry 
Spelman,  the  title  by  which  the  lican  rural  was  known, 
viz.  corba,  was  derived,  by  a  barbarous  contraction,  from 
cfiorcpi'scopus  : — "(Kortia  eminentioris  loci  fuit  atque  idem  fj°£cf'vrl'r^1' 
qui  ïrecanus  ruralts,  plcbatuts,  arcfitprcsbrjtcr,  feu  eborepû 
stopus  :  à  quo  et  nomen  (barbarâ  contractione)  videtur 
Jbrtitus.  Hibernici  enim  (litems  b  et  p  confundentes) 
eundem  Coppacb  et  CopbAcb  vocant.  Cop  pro  chor,  pacb, 
et  bAcb,  pro  pife  et  bifc  pronunciantes1 ." 


dai'cm,  p.  90. 
((iOO— C08.) 

SDîêâ.  gam&crf). 


(')  .See  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland  by  Harris,  Vol.  n.  chap,  xxxv.,; 
of  the  Corbes  or  Corbanes,  Erenachs  or  Herenachs,  &c.  "Thecomor-  Archbijhops  of 
fian  or  tovbe  is  fuppofed  by  Ufher"  (in  a  treatife  written  on  the  fubject  VoTT.^Work'01 
in  mdcix.)  "  to  be  the  fame  with  cftorcpteropuS  or  archiprcëbiiter,  was  of  a  1  See  gob.  îWéê. 
higher  dignity  than  the  herenach,  canonically  ordained  prieft,  and  ftated 
in  the  mother-church.  He  had  alfo  the  firft  nail  in  his  own  church,  and 
an  empty  fta.ll  in  the  cathedral.  The  commotban  is  called  in  the  fcholar's 
certificate  given  by  Sir  John  Davis,  plcbanug,  quia  plebi  ecclefiq/liece 
preeejl,  having  the  fuperintendence  over  the  reft  of  the  body  ;  and  fo  he  is 
called  in  the  faid  grand  inquifition  under  the  county  of  Cavan,  where  it 
is  faid  alfo,  that  the  plchanug  or  corhc  is  the  head  of  a  larger  fept  than 
the  herenach,  and  fometimes  of  feveral  fepts,  and  hath  fometimes 
feveral  hereuachs  fubject  to  him  ;  but  that  the  herenach  was  head  of  a 
fmaller  fept,  which  only  was  fubject  to  him.  The  herenach  was 
admitted  only  to  the  firft  tonfure,  and  never  to  the  priefthood.  Both  corfjc 
and  herenach  were  anciently  married  men,  till  celibacy  was  enjoined  the 
clergy  ;  and  we  find  their  fons  fucceeding  to  their  offices  ;  and  the  lay- 
abbot  in  Wales  was  under  the  fame  circumftances.  They  were  fubject 
likewife  to  the  bifliop's  viiitations,  to  whom  they  gave  a  fubfidy  at  their 
entrance,  and  were  chargeable  with  proxies  and  refections,  and,  like 
others  of  the  clergy,  were  liable  to  fequeftration  for  caufe;  of  which 
there  is  a  precedent  in  the  archbiftiop  of  Dublin's  regiftry,  as  to  the 
rotbf,  in  the  government  of  Archbifliop  Walton,  in  mcccclxxiii." — 
pp.  235-6. — See  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hale's  Appendix  to  his  Ejffhy  on  Tithes, 
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In  the  church  of  St.  Martin  at  Utrecht,  according  to 
Molanus,  the  firft  of  the  fubdeacons,  or  the  archifub- 
deacon,  has  the  title  of  djorcptscopus,  and  exercifes  the 
office  of  arcrjtpresuMcr  or  îïran  rural;  being  not  "  chori 
ïjccanus,"  but  "ùccanus  ruralts,— -Jeu  primus  inter  îrccanos 
rurales,  quern  Leodii  ïïctanum  ticcanorum  vocant."  And  to 
the  fame  root  may  be  traced  the  cïjurt  or  c^urofo  of  the 
eaftern  Maronites — the  name  by  which  the  arcijprcsontcr 
or  local  jmrochus,  according  to  Dominic  Macer,  is  diftin- 
guifhed  ;  to  whom  the  bifliop,  at  the  time  of  inftitution, 
gives  the  paftoral  ftaff  of  office. 

But  this  rfjuri  or  ctjurofo,  as  he  is  called  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  people  of  that  country,  is  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  an  urban  ecclefialtic,  on  the  authority  of  the  laft 
fynod  of  Libanus,  quoted  by  Morifan  in  his  Diatriba  de 
^rotopapts,  than  as  connected  with  the  villages. 

The  Maronites  (who  are  chiefly  inhabitants  of  Mount 
Libanus),  when  they  retained  the  cïjorcpt'scopt  in  their 
towns  and  villages,  eftablifhed  pcitoïïcuta£  under  them, 


Part  il,  containing  an  extract  from  Uflier's  unpublifbed  treatife  on  the 
Herenach,  Termon,  and  Corban  lands,  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  Upon 
thefe  officers,  fee  alfo  T.  D.  Whitaker's  Hi/lory  of  fViudhy,  Book  n. 
chap.  i.  p.  42.  "  With  what  exactnefs,"  fays  he,  after  having  defcribed 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Irifli  functionaries,  "  do  the  feveral  characters  of 
thefe  kindred  offices  in  the  church  of  Ireland  apply  to  the  ïlcan  of 
Whalley  !  For,  like  the  herenach,  he  had  lionore.m  villœ  ;  like  the  plc- 
banuS,  he  had  patronage  and  jurifdiction  over  feveral  dependent  churches, 
together  with  a  vicar  and  chaplain  of  his  own  ;  and  like  the  corban,  his 
function  was  hereditary,  tenable  alfo  by  perfons  in  inferior  orders,  and 
compatible  with  the  married  ftate."  It  does  not  appear,  that  this  ano- 
malous perfonnge  was  a  rural  Dean. — In  his  perfon  were  united  the 
rights  of  patron,  incumbent,  ordinary,  and  lord  of  the  manor.  But  it  has 
not  been  found,  that  he  ever  had  a  feal  of  office. 
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but.  had  no  protopopcs  as  plcbtum  cuuotus,  fuch  not 
being  required  in  addition  to  the  rural  ctrcumcursators. 
protopopcs  obtained  only  in  the  epifcopal  city — and 
there,  one  only,  who  was  the  bifhop's  vicar.  "  In  eccle- 
fiâ  orientali"  fays  the  fynod  of  Libanus,  "  epifcopus  in 
urbe  habet  vkarium,  qui  protopapa,  protopresbyter,  arcbt- 
prcsbijtcr,  et  à  nobis  cïjuu  appellator  :  in  Jingulis  vicis,  et 
pagis  cftorcpt'scopos  conftituit:  pcrtoîïcutas  autem,  feu  ctr= 
cttmcursatorcs,  atque  btsttatorcs  ordinat,  quorum  cura  eft, 
vicos  omnes,  et  pagos  circumobire,  et  cunctos  ad  rectœ 
vitœ,  fanceque  doctrines  normam  efformare.  Horum  autem 
dignitas  perpétua  eji,  quia  per  manus  impofitionem  tra- 
ditur,  tametfi  propter  delictum  fufpendi  pojjint  ab  officio, 
et  amoveri."  The  rarity  of  Morifan's  Diatribe  on  Greek 
protopopes  in  this  country  will,  I  truft,  defend  my  intro- 
duction of  a  few  more  particulars  refpecting  thefe  Syro- 
Maronite  ecclefiaftics  at,  the  conclufion  of  this  divifion 
of  my  labours.  I  fcarce  know  where  elfe  to  admit  them, 
and  they  are  far  too  curious  to  be  entirely  paffed  over. 

In  the  prefence  of  the  urban  bithop,  neither  the  pro= 
topopc  nor  the  rural  bishop,  nor  the  ci'rrumcursator,  exer- 
cife  their  functions  : — their  ufual  enfigns  of  office  are 
laid  afide  : — they  neither  bear  the  crofs  in  their  hand, 
nor  the  mitre  on  their  head,  unlefs  expreffly  licenfed  fo 
to  do  by  the  diocefan.  But,  in  the  abfence  of  the  latter, 
the  protopope  in  the  cathedral,  and  the  cborcpiscopus  in 
the  country,  on  folemn  days  and  feftivals,  occupy  the 
firft  place  in  the  choir,  and  wear  the  mitre — leaving  the 
higher  feat  of  the  bifhop  unoccupied.  When  all  thefe 
oriental  fub-dignitaries  are  convened  before  their  fupe- 
rior  prelate,  the  arebprtest  or  protopope  of  the  city  has 
the  precedence  of  the  cborrpi'scopus,  and  the  latter  ranks 
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Morifan.  de 
ïpcotopapië, 
p.  114. 


Anglia  Sacra, 
Vol.  i.  p.  64. 
Dr.  Fiddes's 
Collect,  to  Life 
of  Wolfey,  p.  91. 


above  the  pcrio&cuta.  Again,  as  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
ornaments  alluded  to — the  protopope  is  the  bearer  of  two 
croffes,  a  mitre,  and  a  paftoral  ftaff : — the  pcrto&cuta  is 
not  entitled  to  a  mitre,  but  only  to  a  crofs,  and  a  fliep- 
herd's  crook,  in  token  of  the  commiffion,  with  which  he 
is  inverted,  of  fuperintending  the  diocefan  flock, — for 
he  is  a  diocefan  officer.  The  infignia  of  the  djorcptscopus 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  ardjprcsbuter  of  the  cathedral. 
See  the  Ruffian  documents  of  the  glppenîm  ;  and  Dr. 
Brett  on  î3t'sïjops  sbuffvagan,  c.  xn.  pp.  230,  feqq.  on  the 
cijorrptscopt  of  Alexandria,  Bohemia,  &c. 

From  Mr.  Wharton,  it  appears  that  our  cftoreptscopt  or 
suffragans  of  the  weft,  were  allowed  the  baculus  pqjto- 
ralis  ;  and  Mr.  Anftis  is  of  opinion,  that  they  wore  mitres 
with  a  flit  in  the  front,  in  order  to  diftinguifli  them  from 
the  fuperior  prelates.  See  the  feal  of  the  Suffragan  Bi- 
fliop  of  Philadelphia  below  engraven.    It  is  probably  the 
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only  leal  of  a  bilhop  in  partibus  infideliimi  now  remain-  Pegge  in  Ar. 

J  •  n  chœol.  Vol  \n. 

ing;  and  if  fo,  a  euriofity  of  no  fmall  regard  .  P.  362.  xxxvm. 


(')  The  feal  is  engraven  for  the  fake  of  exhibiting  the  infignia 
of  office  of  the  Anglican  cfoorcpbcojntS.  It  prefents  to  our  view  the 
effigy  of  Bifliop  Svv  illington  in  pontificalibus,  (landing  in  a  tabernacle, 
with  a  heart  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  crofs  in  his  left.  The  coat  under- 
neath the  figure  is,  a  felfe  charged  with  three  pellets  between  three  tous, 
and  the  infcription  runs  s.  doTni  .  tome  .  episc  .  philadelphiencis. 

Thomas  Swillington,  Pegge  tells  us,  was  prebendary  of  Stow  in  Lind- 
fey,  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  and  appointed  suffragan  to  John  Long- 
land,  bifliop  of  that  fee,  with  the  title  of  Philadelphia,  July  15,  mdxxxiii. 
The  exercife  of  his  epifcopal  function  was  confined  to  the  two  archdea- 
•  conries  of  Lincoln  and  Leicefter. 
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The  origin  of  DcanS  Rural  in  England. — Institution  of 

PARISHES  AND  PAROCHIAL  CLERGY. 


Beveregii  Cod. 
C'in.  Eccl.  Prim. 
L.ll.  c.  v.  p.  2 1 8. 


Thendoret. 
E/iiJi.  ill. 
Routh  Script. 
E^cl.  Opujc. 
Tom.  n.  p.  -4  «7. 


EFORE  the  divifion  of  parifhes,  the  endow- 
ment of  parochial  churches,  and  incardina- 
tion  of  presbyters  in  country  cures,  it  were 
vain,  of  courfe,  to  look  for  Irtans  rural  in 
England1.  A  few  remarks,  therefore,  on  thefe  prelimi- 
nary meafures,  will  neither  be  uninterefting,  nor  irrele- 
vant. They  will  aid  us  in  our  inveftigation  of  the 
specific  fubject  of  the  prefent  fection — the  origin  of  the 
betanal  office  in  our  own  ifland. 


(')  "  Vox  irapoiKia  parcecia  in  anliquis  ecclefiœ  fcriptoribus  et  canoni- 
bus  conciliorum,  territorium,  fedem,  five  ditionem  ad  epijcopum  perti- 
nentcm  perpétua  fignifieat  :  quo  fenfii  hodie  vox  dicecef.s  à  nobis  vulgo 
ufurpatur,  adeo  ut  unufquifque  epijbopus  Juam  haberet  -xapoixlav,  quant 
epifcopali  autoritate  gubernabat.  But,  fubfequently,  it  came  to  fignify 
a  pctrijh,  as  at  prefent  underftood  ;  in  which  fenfe  it  is  ufed  by  Theo- 
doret,  in  his  epiftle  to  Leo  M.  and  in  the  feventeenth  canon  of  the  oecu- 
menic  council  of  Chalcedon.  See  P.  de  Marca  de  C.  S.  et  I.  Lib.  n. 
c.  xiii.  3. — Bilfon's  Perpeluall  Gouvernement  of  Chri/les  Church,  chap.  n. 
p.  184.  Edit,  mdxciii,  and  Slater's  Anjwer  to  Lord  Chancellor  King's  En- 
quiry,  &c.  pp.  31,  feqq.  (which,  by  the  way,  fo  far  fatished  his  lordfhip, 
that  he  gave  the  author  fome  preferment  ;  though  the  diffenters  continue 
to  quote  his  lordfhip's  Primitive  Ciiri/tianify  as  if  it  had  never  been 
abundantly  refuted,  even  to  the  conviction  of  its  noble  author)— alfo/èe 
Burton's  Ecclef.  Lectures,  xn.  p.  359. 
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The  -napoiKta  was  here,  at  firft,  as  elfe  where,  the  6W- 
Krjcrtç  (vide  Suicer.  T.  E.  in  v.  SioUijcriç.  v.) — the  whole 
epifcopal  diftrict — in  which  the  bifhop  and  his  clergy 
lived  together  at  the  cathedral1  or  mother-church  (fo 
called,  fays  Panormitan,  "  quia  ficùt  mater  générât,  ità  et 
ecclefia  baptifmalis  régénérât"  Tom.  il.  p. 73),  and  per- 
formed in  one  fpot  the  public  offices  of  religion  to  the 
congregated  worfhippers  of  a  whole  diocefe  ;  or  fupplied 
the  few  widely-fcattered  chapels,  field-churches,  or  ora- 
tories, in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  country,  with 
fpiritual  inflruction  and  confolation,  by  the  inftrumenta- 
lity  of  itinerant  priefts  ;  who  themfelves,  here  and  there, 
erected  fuch  local  houfes  of  prayer,  out  of  the  means 
fupplied  by  the  liberality  of  bifhops  and  contributions 
of  converts  ;  while  the  munificence  of  pious  kings  and 
princes,  in  places  of  the  greateft  refort,  gave  being  to 
cathedrals  or  diocefan  temples. 

Churches  were,  doubtlefs,  erected  here,  foon  after  the 
firft  preaching  of  the  Gofpel2 — probably  in  the  firft 


Dowiiame's 
Conjicration 
Sermon,  p.  25.  i 
Defence,  13.  II. 
c.  I.  p.  8. 
Kennctt's  Cafe 
of  Impropria- 
tions, l'ub  initio. 
Stillingfieel's 
Ecci  Cafes, 
Works,  Vol.  III. 
p.  649. 

Cawdrey  of  Pa- 
tronage, pp.  18, 
feqq. 

Burnet's  Pajio- 
ral  Care,  c.  x. 
Southey's  Hill, 
of  tiie  Church, 
Vol.  i.  c.  vi. 
pp.  79,  feqq. 


Seidell's  Hiflory 
ofTythes,  c.  9.1. 
p.  250. 


The  Defcription 
of  England^  II. 
c.l.  p.  135. 


(')  "  Thefe  churches  are  called  cathedrall,"  fays  Holinflicd,  "  bicaufe 
the  bllhops  dwell  or  lie  neere  unto  the  fame,  as  bound  to  keepe  continuall 
refidence  within  their  jurifdictions,  for  the  better  overfight  and  gouver- 
nance of  the  fame  :  the  word  being  derived  à  cathedra,  that  is  to  faie  a 
chaire  or  feat  where  he  refteth,  and  for  the  moft  part  abideth.  At  the 
firft,  there  was  but  one  church  in  everie  jurifdiction,  wherinto  no  man 
entred  to  praie,  but  with  fome  oblation  or  other  toward  the  maintenance 
of  the  paftor  :  for  as  it  was  reputed  an  infamie  to  palfe  by  anie  without 
vifitation  :  fo  it  was  a  no  lelfe  reproch  to  appeare  emptie  before  the 
Lord.  And  for  this  occafion,  alfo,  they  were  builded  verie  huge  and 
great,  for  otherwife  they  were  not  capable  of  fuch  multitudes  as  came 
dailie  unto  them,  to  heare  the  word,  and  receive  the  facraments." 

C)  To  what  particular  apoftle  Britain  is  more  immediately  beholden  Collier's  Ecclef. 
e     .  •  •  ,     ,  ,       r  ™  •  •    /--j  x     i  Hift.ofGt.Bri- 

tor  its  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of  Chrilttanity,  it  is  laid  to  be   <ai„,  b.  i.  Cent 

difficult    I- PP.  3. 6,  feqq. 
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TertiiHian.  ad- 

vêrfus  Judœus, 
p.  212. 


Eusebii  De- 
monjlr.  Evangel. 
m.p.112.  Edit. 
Colon. 


Lectures  on 
Eccl.  Hijiory, 
Lect.  xxm. 
p.  279. 


century  : — for,  though  the  earlieft  teachers  may  have 
congregated  their  auditors  at  croiTes  in  the  open  air  ;  it 
is  inconceivable,  how  Chriftianity  could  be  long  and  ex- 
tensively received  amongft  the  people,  in  fuch  a  climate 
as  ours,  without  churches1,  or,  at  leaft,  fome  convenient 
houles,  or  other  places  in  the  nature  of  churches,  ap- 
pointed for  the  exercife  of  devotion.  And  we  know,  on 
incontrovertible  evidence,  that,  in  the  fécond  century, 
Britain  had  generally  received  the  Gofpel — the  "Bri- 
tannorum  inacceffa  Romanis  loca  "  were,  in  Tertullian's 
words,  "  Chri/to  Jubdita."    Nor  lefs  certain  is  the  infti- 


difficult  to  determine.  But  the  evidence  which  proves  that  a  Chriftian 
church  was  planted  here  by  fome  of  the  apoftles,  and  moft  probably  by 
the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  is  alfuredly  entitled  to  grave  confi- 
deration.  The  reader,  who  may  be  defirous  of  purfuing  the  fubject  (too 
extenfive  to  be  here  incidentally  difcuffed),  will  find  all  he  can  require  to 
eftablifh  St.  Paul's  claim,  in  Biflaop  Stillingfleet's  Origines  Britannicœ, 
chap.  i.  pp.  35,  feqq.  ;  Bifhop  Burgefs's  very  learned  "  Tracts  on  the 
Origin  and  Independence  of  die  Ancient  Britijh  Church,"  (2d  Edit. 
London,  mdcccxv);  "  Reinarks  on  the  Weftern  Travels  of  St.  Paul," 
(London,  mdcccxx);  "A  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  Sarum"  (mdcccxxix), 
pp.1 1,  feqq.  and  Second  Charge,  pp.  53,  feqq. 

(')  Profeflbr  Burton  fays,  there  is  no  evidence  of  Chriftians  affembling 
in  what  would  now  be  called  a  church,  before  the  third  century.  The 
charge  of  having  neither  altars,  images,  nor  temples,  was  brought  againft 
them  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  third  century.  Still  I  think  they 
muft  have  had  buildings  of  fome  kind  or  other  for  their  rebgious  worfliip 
in  Britain  before  this  date.  Bede,  fpeaking  almoft  in  the  very  words  of 
Gildas  (de  excid.  Britan.),  fays  the  Britifli  Chriftians  reftored their  churches 
after  the  Dioclefian  perfecution.  So  that  they  muft  have  exifted  before 
that  event.  See  Brett's  Account  of  Church  Government  &c.  p.  169. 
2d  Edit,  on  the  fubject  :  alfo  Suicer  T.E.  in  voce  raoç,  in  favour  of  Burton's 
view,  and  Mede's  Difcourfe  of  Churches,  and  Bingham's  0.  E.  B.  vni. 
c.  i.  s.  13.  againft  it.  Mede  quotes  a  very  remarkable  patfage  from  St. 
Chryfoftom  on  Britifli  Churches  and  Altars.    Works,  B.  n.  p.  386. 
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tution  of  bifhops1,  priefts,  and  deacons,  among  us; —  Lloyd's Chwch 

Government  of 

whereby  the  iorm  01  church-government  was  complete,  Great  Britain, 
and,  fpiritually  fpeaking,  the  Britim  church  fully  efta-  c  1  ' <eqq 
bliflied. 

Strong,  however,  and  uninterrupted  as  is  the  evidence 
of  a  vifible  church2  in  thefe  realms,  through,  what  is 


(')  The  council  of  Aries  in  France  {A.D.  cccxiv.)  was  attended  by 
three  Britifli  bifhops  (probably  the  three  metropolitans  of  York,  London, 
and  Caerleon  ?),  by  one  presbyter,  and  one  deacon  .-—all  of  whom  fub- 
fcribed,  or  rather  prefixed  their  names.  "  Uncle  fimul  confiât"  fays 
Bifliop  Beveridge,  "  non  epifcopos  tantwm,  fed  presbyteros  et  diaconos 
ifiis  diebus  lue  confiitutos  effe,  ac  proinde  perfectam  etiam  ecclefam,  toto 
ecclefiafiicarum  perfonarum  numéro  abfohttam."    {Vide  plura  in  loco.) 

The  civitates  of  Britain,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  were  thirty-three  ;  of 
which  thirty  were  in  England  and  Wales  :  and  Mr.  Turner  thinks  that 
the  ecclefiaftical  concerns  of  each  civitas  were  regulated  by  a  diocefan 
bifliop  ;  over  whom  was  a  fuperior  bifhop  in  each  province,  anfvverable  to 
our  metropolitans,  though  not  diftinguiflied  with  the  title  of  archbifliops. 
See  Wharton  de  Epifcopis  Londinenfibus,  pp.  4,  5.  and  Whitaker's  Hi/lory 
of  Manchefier,  Vol.  r.  B.  i.  c.  xi.  pp.  402,  feqq. 

(2)  The  light  of  the  Gofpel  having  been  introduced  into  Britain,  was 
never  afterwards  extinguifhed.  When  driven  from  the  interior  provinces 
by  the  devaftating  fvvord  of  the  pagan  Saxon,  the  Britifli  church  withdrew 
with  its  hierarchy  into  the  faftnelfes  of  Wales  and  Cornwall  ;  and  was 
there  exifting  as  an  apoftolical,  independent  church,  ("  avTOKecpaXoç," 
fays  Bifliop  Beveridge,  "nvM  extraneo  ep\fopo,fed  fuo  foli  metropo- 
litano  fubjacens,")  when  Auguftine  arrived  in  the  Ille  of  Thanet  ( A.D. 
dxcvi). — Nay  more — preferving  its  integrity  for  a  century  and  a  half 
and  beyond,  after  the  monk  had  commenced,  with  his  forty  coadjutors, 
the  labours  of  re-converting  the  then  heathenized  inhabitants  of  the 
interior  of  the  ifland.  See  the  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph's  admirable  annota- 
tions on  the  fixth  Nicene  canon  ;  Borlafe's  State  of  Chrifiianity  in 
Comical!,  §  m.  p.  340.  Antiq.  of  Cornwall  ;  Cave  s  Di//èrtation  con- 
cerning the  Government  of  the  Ancient  Church,  c.  v.  pp.248,  feqq.,  and 
Soames's  Bampton  Lectures,  p.  453. 

The  evidence  of  each  fucceflive  age  moft  clearly  proves,  as  Bifliop 

Burgefs 


Lloyd's  Church 
Government, 
c.  m.  p.  72. 
Cave's  Church 
Government, 
c.  v.  p.  245. 
Annott.  in  Can. 
Cone.  Nicœn.  I 
Synod.  Tom.  n. 
p:?8. 

Routh's  Reliq. 
Sacrœ.Vol.  IV. 
pp.  94-5. 
Hijiory  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons, 
Vol.  r.  B.  I.  c. 
VUI.pp.tS3,feqq. 


Matth.  Weftmo- 
naft.  adann. 
580. 


Annotationes 
ad  Can.  Cone. 
Nicœn.  Primi, 
p.  58. 

Bedfe  E.H.G.A. 
L.  I.  cap.  XXV. 
L.  v.  cap.  xxiv. 


62 


©itgtn  of  the  Office, 


[Part  II. 


called,  the  Britifli  period  of  our  ecclefiaftic  hiftory,  viz. 
the  firft  fix  hundred  years  after  Chrift — there  is  no  trace 


Clemens  Ro- 
man, ad  Cor. 
p.  8. 

ïfeàœH.E.G./l. 
L.  i.  c.  iv. 
Carte's  General 
Hift.  of  Eng. 
la  nd,  Vol.1 
B.  II.  VIII. 
Cave's  Church 
Government, 
c  v.  p.  245. 


Drayton's  Po- 
lyolbion.  Song  8 
p.  273. 

Selden's  notes, 
p.  277. 


Bedœ  E.H.G.A. 
L.  i.eapp.  vi.vii. 
Henr.  Hunting- 
don. Hift  L.  I. 
p.  305. 

Bingham's  Ec- 
clef.Antiq.  13. IX. 
capp.  VI.  VII. 
Church  Hi/lory, 
Cent.  iv.  B.  I. 
p.  24. 

Drayton's  Po. 
lyolbion,  Song  8. 
p.  247. 


Burgefs  has  long  fince  fliewn  in  his  profound  and  accurate  refearches 
on  the  fubject,  that  Chriftianity  was  at  no  period  extirpated  from  Bri- 
tain. See  Pagitt's  Cariftianographie,  P.  in.  pp.  6,  feqq.  ;  The  Conti- 
nuance of  Chriftianity  in  Britaine  ;  and  Roberts's  Appendix,  N°.  vi. 
Hiftory  of  the  Ancient  Britifh  Church;  and  Bilhop  Burgefs's  Tracts  be- 
fore quoted,  pp.  96.  125,  feqq. 

In  the  firft  century  we  have  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  in  Britain  by 
the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles — IîavAoç — Kijpv^  ''/evo/jievoç  ev  re  rrj 
araro\rj  /cat  EN  TH  AYZEI — hiKaiocrvi'tji'  àihâilaç  o\ov  tov  KoiTfiov,  /cat 
Em  TO  TEPMA  TH2  AYZEÎ2Z  EA0S2N — k.t.A. 

In  the  fécond — the  public  avowal  and  protection  of  Chriftianity  by 
Lucius,  a  Britifli  prince — "  the  firft  Chriftian  king  in  the  world  " — 
(A. D.  clxvi.— clxxvi.)  —  "called  by  the  Britons  ïïcber  i$ïaut,  The 
Great  Brightnefs."  By  whofe  means,  undoubtedly,  the  Chriftian  church 
in  our  ifle  (Stillingfleet's  Origines  Britannicœ,  chap.  n.  p.  62.)  was  che- 
riflied  and  advanced,  though  not  originally  founded.  For  we,  cannot 
award  him  the  plenary  praife  of  Michael  Drayton's  mufe,  as  — 

"  That  good  king,  to  whom  we  chiefly  owe 

This  happinefs  we  have,  Chrift  crucified  to  know." 

See  Stevenfon's  Supplement  to  Benlliam's  Ely,  Remarks,  pp.  145,  feqq. 
"  King  Lucius."  Hales 's  Primitive  Church  of  the  Britifh  Ijles,  pp.  1 06, 
feqq.,  and  Roberts's  Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  B.  m.  pp.  90,  91. 
and  notes. 

In  the  third  and  fourth,  the  Dioclefian  perfecution — "  omnibus  fere 
anteactis  diuturnior  atque  immanior" — in  which  St.  Alban,  our  proto- 
martyr,  and  Aaron  and  Julius,  "  legion u?n  urbis  cives,"  and  many 
others,  fell. 

In  the  fourth,  the  prefence  of  a  deputation  of  Britifli  bifliops  at  the 
councils  of  Arles  (A.  D.  cccxiv.)  Sardica  (A.  D.  cccxlvii.),  and  Arimi- 
num  (A.D.  cccxix.) — "  the  moft  avouchable  evidence,"  in  Fuller's  words, 
"  of  Chriftianity  flourifliing  in  this  illand  in  this  age  " — 

"  —  When  the  primer  church  her  councils  pleaf 'd  to  call, 
Great  Britain's  hishops  there  were  not  the  least  of  all, 
Againft  the  Arian  feet  at  Aries  having  room, 
At  Sardica  again  and  at  Ariminum." 

In 
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of  a  parochial  clergy  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  Bish°p of  Lin- 

1  &J  1  coln's(Wake)  Ci- 

terai : — nay  more — for  two  centuries,  or  nearly  fo,  after  fitation  charge, 

J  ,  ...  MDCCIX.  p.  26. 

the  landing  of  Auguftine  and  his  companions  in  the  Ifle 
of  Thanet  (A.  D.  dxcvi.),  we  are  told  by  a  high  authority 


In  the  fifth,  the  fynod  of  Verulam  (against  Pelagianifm  ;  which,  at 
that  time,  in  Bede's  language,  "Jidem  Britannorum  fœdâ  pefte  comma- 
eulaverat") — where  were  prefent,  in  addition  to  the  Britifli  prelacy, 
Germanus  bifhop  of  Auxerre,  and  Lupus  bilhop  of  Troyes — "Apoflolici 
paires,"- — "  qui  ad  coirfirmandam  Jidem  gratiœ  cœlejlis  Britaiuiias 
venerunt."  See  Smith's  iwtœ  ad  Bedam,  p.  54  ;  Carte's  General  Hi/lory 
of  England,  Vol.  i.  B.  m.  m.  pp.  182,  feqq.,  and  Dr.  Hale's  Primitive 
Church  of  the  British  Ijles,  p.  131. 

In  the  fame  century — a  fécond  fynod,  three  years  afterwards,  againft 
the  fame  herefy,  at  which  attended  Germanus  again,  and  Severus  bifhop 
of  Triers,  a  difciple  of  Lupus.  When,  likewise,  the  inceftuous  marriage 
of  King  Vortigern  with  his  own  daughter  was  condemned  by  the  bilhop 
of  Auxerre  and  the  whole  British  clergy  in  council  alfembled. 

In  the  fame  century— two  or  more  Irifh  fynods  recorded  by  Wilkins  : 
and  others  again,  which  the  induftry  of  Sir  W.  Betham  has  lately  brought 
to  light,  held  about  the  year  ccccl.    (Irish  Antiquarian  Befearches.) 

In  the  fixth,  the  celebrated  fynod  of  Menevia — a  general  convention 
of  all  the  bilhops  and  clergy  on  account  of  the  Pelagian  controverfy,  at 
Llanddewi  Brefi,  under  Archbilhop  David  ;  who  removed  the  metropo- 
litan church  from  Caerleon  to  Myny  w — "  ab  urbe  legionum  ad  fuam 
Meneviam" — (" fince,  holy  David's  Seat" — Drayton)  St.  David's.  See 
Bale  and  Wilkins  in  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  8,  note  ;  Stillingfleet's 
Origines,  c.  v.  p.  348  ;  Rapin's  England,  Vol.  i.  B.  n.  p.  43  ;  and  Carte's 
England,  B.  m.  hi.  p.  186.  Tyrrell's  General  Hijlory  of  England, Vol.  i. 
B.  in.  p.  149;  and  Hoare's  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  Vol.  n.  B.  n.  c.  i.  and 
Annotations  by  Sir  R.  C.  H.  ;  also  Nelson's  Life  of  Bull,  p  350.  Oxon. 

In  the  fame — the  fynod  of  Victoria,  alfo  in  Wales,  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  acts  of  the  preceding  fynod  of  Menevia.  (Et  Giraldo  Cambrenf. 
de  Vila  S.  David,  lect.  9.) 

In  the  feventh,  the  meeting  of  the  bifliops  or  doctors  of  the  Britons 
with  Auguftine  at  Auguftinaes-ac  ;  and  at  a  fécond  fuller  fynod,  when 
the  Britifli  bifhops  (feptern  Britonum  epi/iopi,  et  plu  res  viri  doctiffhni 
maxime  de  nobili//i?no  eorutn  monafhrio,  quod  vocatur  lingua  Anglorum 

Bancor- 


Bedae  E  H.G.A. 
L.  I  c.  XVII. 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  1  p.  I.  ac. 
416.  p.2.ac.  449. 
PiofperAquitan. 
De  Ingratis. 
PoetteChrisi/an. 
p.  663. 


BeôxE  H.G.A. 
L.  I.  c.  xxi. 
Ncnnii  Hift. 
e.38.  Wilkins's 
tint,  ail  Condi. 
Britan.  ac.  149. 


Grier's  Epitome 
of  the  Councils, 
pp.  83,84. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  8. 
ac.  519. 


Polyolbion, 
Song  5.  p.  263. 
&  Srlden's  II- 
lujirations. 


Collier's  Eccl. 
Hift.  of  (it.  Bri- 
tain, B.  I.  Cent. 
VI.  p. 56.  &  Stil- 
lingfleet's Origi- 
nes, c.v.  p.350-1 . 
Bedae  E. H.G.A. 
L.  II.  cap.  II. 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  2  1.  See 
note  ex  Spel- 
nian.  ibid. 
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Origin  of  the  (Dffirr. 


Stillinglleet's 
Origines,  c.  v. 
pp.  356,  i'eqq. 
Bingham's  O.E. 
B.  n.  c.  xvill. 


HijloricalSç  Po- 
litical Difcuurfe 
&c.  Part  I.  c.  v. 
p.  13. 


Ancient  Sf  Pre- 
fect Church  of 
England,  Vol.  I. 
p.  4. 


Hift.  of  Ancient 
Brit.  Church, 
p.  323. 


in  thefe  matters,  Archbifhop  Wake,  "  there  were  no  fuch 
things  as  either  parifh-churches,  properly  fo  called,  or 


Bancornaburg,  cui  tempore  ilh  Dlnooth  abbas  <prœfuiffe  narratur) 
delivered  their  ever-memorable  proteft  againft  the  Pope's  authority,  and 
all  communion  with  the  church  of  Rome: — when  "the  rude  fchifmatics, 
in  the  form  of  the  clerical  tonfure,  and  in  the  day  of  the  celebration  of 
Eafter,  obftinately  refilled  the  imperious  mandates  of  the  Roman  pontiffs." 
So  writes  the  infidel  Gibbon. — We  care  little  for  the  farcafm  intended  to 
be  conveyed  ;  while  the  fact  itfelf  is  fo  fully  acknowledged.  (D.  8f  F. 
V.  in.  p.  624.)  See  the  abbot  of  Bangor's  anfwer,  refufing  fubjection 
to  Auftin  and  the  Pope,  in  Wilkins,  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  pp.  26,  27  ; 
Carte's  England,  Vol.  i.  B.  in.  xm.  p.  224  ;  Rapin's  England,  Vol.  i.  B.  in. 
p.  68  ;  Tyrrell's  England,  Vol.  r.  B.  iv.  pp.  160,  feqq.  ;  and  The  Chronicle  \ 
of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  pp.  175,  feqq.,  and  Roberts's  notes.  Upon  which 
anfwer,  Nathaniel  Bacon  remarks — "  This  was  the  Britons'  refolution, 
and  they  were  as  good  as  their  word  ;  for  they  maintained  the  liberty  of 
their  church  Jive  hundred  years  after  this  time;  and  were  the  la/t  of  all 
the  churches  of  Europe  that  gave  their  power  to  the  Roman  beaft;  and 
in  the  perfon  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  that  came  of  that  blood  by  Teuther, 
thefirfl  that  took  away  that  power  again." 

But,  Mr.  Johnfon  fays,  foon  after  Bede  finifhed  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hi- 
ftory  (A.D.  dccxxxi.),  "  the  Welfh  as  well  as  Englifh  became  entirely 
Romanifts  ;  " —  while  others,  with  more  truth,  have  held,  that  there  is  evi- 
dence of  the  Britifh  church  having  maintained  its  independence  of  the 
fee  of  Rome  as  late  as  the  year  dcccciv.  (  fee  Collier's  Church  Hi/lory, 
B.  in.  p.  171),  and  even  till  the  conqueft  of  Wales  by  Henry  I.  See 
Archdeacon  Goddard's  fécond  Vifitation  Charge  to  the  clergy  of  Lin- 
coln, mdcccxx.  p.  27,  note,  and  again  note  p.  82.  "  Notwithftanding  an 
infulated  fact  or  two  which  mark  communications  with  Rome,  and  even 
deference  to  it,"  fays  the  archdeacon,  "though  not  fubjection,  the  Britifh 
church  may  be  faid  to  have  fubfifted  throughout  the  Saxon  times  in  the 
remote  parts  of  the  ifiand,  nor  was  it  finally  merged  in  the  church  of 
England  till  the  conqueft  of  Wales  under  Henry  the  Firft."  See  Bifhop 
Burgefs's  note  on  Briti/h  Ordination,  Tracts  on  the  Origin  of  the  Bri- 
tifh Church,  Appendix,  p.  318.  "In  Ireland,"  writes  Mr.  Roberts,  "it 
continued  to  the  reign  of  Henry  II."    Appendix,  N°.  vi. 
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fettled  priefts  to  officiate  in  them."  But  this  is  rather 
affumed  as  probable  than  proved  as  certain.  The  ftate 
of  the  cafe  I  believe  to  be  this  : — The  hiftorical  docu- 
ments are  few  that  have  come  down  to  us,  bearing  upon 
the  polity  of  the  ancient  Britilh  church  ;  and  thofe  few  seiden's  wn.  »/ 

.  n  •  Tythes,  c.  9.  I. 

give  us  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  practice  of  this  p-  249. 
ifland,  in  refpect  of  its  then  imperfect  church-economy, 
differed  from  what  was  uniformly  received  through  thofe 
parts  of  Chriftendom  of  which  we  have  the  belt  tefti- 
mony  remaining  : — in  all  of  which,  a  fyftem  of  collegiate  Wharton's  Re- 
union and  miffionary  inftruction  feems  uniformly  to  have  ties,  pp.  51,feqq. 
preceded  the  appropriation  of  presbyters  to  particular  Dr.  vïeu  0/  The 
cures — in  accordance  with  which  the  bifhop  and  his  derm  p.  740.  ' 
continued  to  live  together  at  the  cathedral,  and  to  per- 
form the  ordinances  of  religion  there  and  abroad,  as 
occafion  required;   until  fuch  time  as  the  ecclefiaftic 
economy  of  the  diocefe  was  matured  for  clerical  refi- 
dence  on  endowed  country  cures.    1  The  latter  point,  the 
Britim  church,  as  diftinguifhed  from  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is 
fuppofed  by  Selden,  Wharton,  Inett,  Wake,  and  others, 
never  to  have  attained.   At  leaft,  no  evidence  of  the 
fact,  worthy  of  credit,  has  defcended  to  our  times  ;  and, 
in  the  abfence  of  fuch,  the  general  cuftom  of  Chriften- 
dom is  applied  to  the  Britilh  church  ;  which  is  concluded 
never  to  have  had  an  incardinated  parochial  miniftry. 


(')  The  fiory  of  the  pari/h-priejl  of  Cumpton,  i.e.  Long-Cumpton    Parochial  Anti- 
.       .  ..  i-  1  r  c   quittes,  Vol.  l. 

in  Warwicklhire,  waiting  on  Augunine  on  his  way  to  the  conference  or   p  35, 

the  Britifli  bifliops  in  the  remoter  parts  of  Mercia,  and  complaining  of 

the  non-payment  of  tithes  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  is  rejected,  with  its 

miraculous  accompaniment,  as  an  abfurd  legend  : — indeed,  were  it,  in 

all  its  circumftances,  true,  Bifliop  Kennett  remarks,  it  would  carry  back 

'parochial  incumbency  to  a  very  early  date. 

VOL.  I.  F 


©rigtn  of  the  Office. 


[Part  II. 


Be.lœ  H.E.G.A. 
L.  i.  c.  xxvi. 


Steven  Ton's, 
Supplement  to 
Bentham's  Ely,' 
Notes,  pp.1 1,12. 


Still,  auxiliary  churches,  or  vittican  chapels  of  eafe  to 
cathedrals  or  mother-churches,  were  erected  by  the  Bri- 
tifli  bifliops  and  miflionary  clergy,  out  of  the  contributions 
of  the  faithful,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  remote 
from  the  epifcopal  fees.  Of  the  fact  of  fuch  erections 
no  doubt  exifts.  They  are,  again  and  again,  noticed  in 
Bede  and  other  writers,  as  well  as  the  parent  edifices. 
They  are  mentioned  alfo  in  thofe  moft  authentic  records 
of  contemporary  matters  of  church-hiftory,  the  fynods  of 
the  day,  in  the  tomes  of  the  councils  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  To  particularize  feems  fcarce  neceffary.  Let 
it  fatisfy  the  reader,  that  ages  before  the  Gregorian  mif- 
fionaries  and  their  Saxon  converts  began,  "  convenire, 
pfallcre,  orare,  mi/Jas  facere,  prœdicare,  et  baptizare"  in 
the  much-vaunted  church  of  St.  Martin  by  Canterbury, 
the  native  Britons  had  erected  that  édifice — "  ecclejia 
in  honorent  Sancti  Martini  antiquitùs  facta"  fays  Bede, 
"dum  adhùc  Romani  Britanniamincolerent:"  and  there  the 
Chriftian  Bertha,  Queen  of  Kent,  had  been  wont  to  pray 
with  her  chaplain,  Bitliop  Luidhard,  and  a  Chriftian  con- 
gregation. Ages  before  the  Romanifts  obtained  their 
licence  "  ecclejias  fabricandi  vel  rejiaurandi  "  on  Britilh 
foil,  the  aboriginal  "fidèles  Chrijïi"  had  conftructed 
places  of  worfliip1  in  various  parts  of  the  ifland;  and, 


Kennett's  Cufe  ( 1  )  Many  churches  and  pariflies  (till  retain  the  names  of  Britilh  faints  ; 
fion"! y°ï>m~     !  not  on^'  'n  ^ra^es  and  Cornwall  (where  we  mould  expect  to  find  them), 

Whiiaker's  Hijl.  but  in  the  bowels  of  England,  and  in  Hunt'tngdonfliire  more,  perhaps, 
of  Manchejler,  .  °  r  1 

V.  ii.  B.  u.  c.  xi.    than  in  any  other  midland  county.    The  churches  of  Evefliam,  Avalon 

(Stillingrleet's  Orujines  B.  c.  i.  p.  26),  Manchefter  (St.  Michael's),  Dover 

Caftle,  and  other  places,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  Britifh  origin, 

equally  with  St.  Martin's  by  Canterbury.    See  Stillingfieet's  Ecclefutfti- 

cal  Cafes,  Vol.  1.  pp.125,  feqq.,  and  an  interefling-  account  of  the  Ang-lo 

Roman 


§  in.  pp.  440 
446. 
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when  the  Diocletian1  "•turbo  perfecutionis"  which  had 
razed  them  to  the  ground,  had  blown  over,  the  fame 
indigenœ  had  again  reftored  them — "  progre//i  in  publicum 
fidèles  Chrifti,  qui  fe  tempore  difcriminis  fylvis  ac  defertis 
abditifre  fpeluncis  occidi  avérant,  rénovant  ecclejias  ad  folum 
nfque  dejîructas,  bajilicas  fanctorum  rnartyrum  fundant, 
confirmait,  perficiunt,  &c." 

In  thofe  early  days,  any  pious  prieft,  who  defigned  to  a  Defence ,/ 
inftruct  the  country  people,  Mr.  Wharton  thinks,  might,  v.  u^Ultes' 
with  the  approbation  and  licence  of  the  biftiop,  build  to 
himfelf  a  church — "  a  plain  and  humble  conveniency  of 
divine  worfhip  " — and  therein,  after  confecration  duly 
performed,  might  teach  as  many  of  "  the  neighbouring 
ruftics  "  as  chofe  to  attend  upon  him. 

To  fuch  non-parochial  foundations,  the  twenty-third  Synod,  s.  pa- 
canon  of  the  Irifh  epifcopal  fynod  (J.D.  cccclvi.),  feems  |i"'<avoi!i.  ' 
to  refer — "  Si  quis  presbyterorum  ecclejiam  œdificaverit,  v' 
non  offerat,  antequàm  adducat  fuum  pontificem,  ut  earn 
confecret,  quia  fic  decet,"  (c.  23),  &c.     And  fuch  were 
thofe  of  Dubritius,  in  South  Wales  (A.  D.  ccccxc.)  ;  whofe 
primitive  church-eftablifhment,  recorded  in  an  anony- 
mous JttSb.2  of  the  Cottonian  Library  (fmce  printed  in 


Roman  Church  of  Brixworth  in  Northamptonfhire,  in  the  Britijli  Maga- 
zine, Supplement  Dec.  mdcccxxxiii.  pp.  746,  feqq.  ;  alfojee  Hart's  Medulla 
Conciliorum,  cap.  v.  pp.  38,  feqq.,  a  valuable  fynoplis,  highly  creditable 
to  its  compiler. 

(')  Though  Conftantius,  the  Roman  governor  of  Britain  at  that  time,  Lactant.deMo;/. 
had  an  inclination  to  favour  the  Chriftians,  yet  it  was  not  in  his  power  Perfec-  c-15- 
to  difpenfe  with  the  Imperial  edicts,  and  he  complied  fo  far  with  them 
as  to  demolifh  the  churches. 

(2)  This  ancient  author  de  Fundatione  Ecclefiœ  Landavenfis  (who   Defence  of Plu- 
wrote  circiter  A.D.  mcxx,  as  Wharton  thinks)  has  been  mifunderftood.  ralllies>  P- 67- 
Far  from  proving  the  divifion  of  diocefes  into  pariflies,  and  affixing  certain 

F  2  priefts  | 
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©vtgtn  of  the  (Dfficc. 


[Part  H. 


Chap.  n.  l. 
pp.  2  19,  feqq. 


Bel*  E  ll.  G.  A. 
L.  v.  civ.  c.v. 
&  Smith's  noliv. 


the  Monast.  Anglican.  Tom.  in.  p.  188),  is  cited  by  Selden, 
in  his  Hiftory  of  Tythes — "  Videns  functus  Dubritius  laryi- 
ffiiam  potentum  manum  erya  Jibi  commiffam  ecclcjiam,  par- 
titus  eft  difcipulos,  mittens  quofdam  difcipulorum  suorumper 
ecclejias  Jibi  datas;  et  quafdam  fundavit  ecclejias;  et  epi- 
j'copos  per  dextralem  Britanniam  coadjutores  Jibi,  ordinatis 
parochiis  fuis,  cottfecravit." 

Thefe  churches  of  the  Irifh  and  Welfli  archbifliops, 
like  the  earlieft  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  foundations  of  after- 
date, (witnefs  that  noted  by  Bede  "  in  villa  comitis  cujuf- 
dam  qui  vocabatur  Puch,"  who  invited  the  bifhop  of 
Hexham  to  confecrate  it  ;  and  a  fécond  "  comitis  voca 
bulo  Addi,"  confecrated  by  the  fame  prelate — fince  called 
South  and  North  Burton)  circiter  A.D.ncc,  had  fome 
kind  of  limits  of  adjoining  villages  or  towns,  and  fo  were 
in  that  refpect  parochial:  but  the  parochiœ  were  limited 
only  in  regard  of  the  miniftering  presbytery,  and  the 
feveral  functions  of  the  bifliop's  chaplains — "  epifcopi 
clems" — fent,  as  occafion  required,  from  the  cathedral 


Defence  of  Plu- 
ralities, p.  C'J. 


Spelman.C«n«7. 
Angl.  Tom.  I. 
p.  409. 

Collier's  Eccl. 
Hi/t.  B.  III. 
p.Ï78. 

Ejufd.  p.  413. 


priefts  to  them,  the  jjïïjè-  only  fliews  that  the  province  of  South 
Wales  (Dextralis  Britannia)  was  then  divided  into  feveral  diocefes,  and 
bifhops  ordained  in  every  one  of  them  :  the  term  parochia  being1  the 
ancient  ecclefiaflical  name  of  a  diocefe.  As  for  the  fupply  of  country 
churches,  this  teftimony  feems  rather  to  imply,  that  it  was  performed  by 
itinerant  priefts,  whom  Dubritius  fent  in  their  turns  out  of  his  own 
college.  However,  afterwards,  when  the  Britons  were  driven  into  Wales 
and  were  fully  fettled  in  it,  that  country  being  become  populous  thereby 
they  found  it  neceflary  to  divide  it  into  parilhes,  and  to  affign  priefts  to 
them.  For  in  the  laws  of  Howel  Dha,  king  of  Wales,  made  about  the 
year  dccccxl,  there  is  mention  made  of  the  houfe  of  the  r  arifli  prieft 
"  domm  Capellatii  villee,"  in  every  village.  Although  the  divifion  was 
even  then  fo  imperfect,  that  frequent  fubdivifions  were  fubfequently 
made  ;  as  appears  from  the  thirty-fifth  law  of  the  fame  king. 
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or  religious  houfe  adjoining,  to  preach  the  word  and 
adminifter  the  facraments  within  appointed  circuits. 
Still,  the  larger  provinces  of  the  prelates  being  denomi-  seidens  wji  of 
nated  paroch'ue,  thefe  little  diftricts  of  delegate  miniftra- 
tion  affumed,  it  may  be  from  analogy,  the  fame  appella- 
tion, being  the  contracted  diocefes  of  fubordinate  ambu-  Wharton's  ob- 
latory clergymen  ;  but  not,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  parifhes  in  ^pp^jfeqq. 
the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word,  though  fuch  they 
have  erroneoufly  been  fuppofed  to  be. 

While  this  primitive  arrangement  prevailed,  in  the 
nonage  and  immaturity  of  Chriftian  difcipline  and  prac- 
tice, the  miffionaries  difpenfed  the  word  and  facraments  Kennetfs  Ca/e 
abroad;  and,  returning  from  their  holy  circuit  to  the luons^i?" 

„       .         .  .„         in  l  1-  Stillingfleet's 

centre  ot  unity,  the  epiicopal  college,  reported  to  their  True  Antiquity 
diocefan  the  {late  of  his  -napoiKt'a,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their  fief. °Cafes,'v.  n. 
evangelizing  tours.    So  long,  then,  there  was  no  call  P' 
for  the  furveillance  of  local  ireans, — the  Chriftian  flock 
either  being  habitual  worfhippers  coram  epifcopo,  in  pre- 
fential  communion  with  him,  or  conftantly  reported  to 
him  by  the  delegated  emiffaries  of  his  college,  the  dio- 
cefan priefts. 

The  duration  of  this  fimple  church -polity  is  not 
exactly  known.    In  the  Britifh  times  it  doubtless  com-  Sewen'a  wji.  of 

.  .  .  Tythes,  c.  9.  I. 

menced  ;  though  little  or  no  teftimony,  as  I  have  faid,  is 
extant  to  declare  the  ecclefiaftical  ufages  of  thofe  primi- 
tive times;  and,  after  a  period  of  pagan  darkness  and  Ue^Hijt.Ecci. 

„  .         /     1  •    -I      i  l  .    „  -,  ,  .  L.T.     XXVII.  & 

periecution  (which  drove  the  ancient  înlular  clergy  into  l.  iv.  c.  xxvu. 
Wales  and  Cornwall),  the  fame  economy  again  appears 
in  the  days  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  ;  a  community  and  col- 
legiate life  of  the  bifhop  and  his  clergy  being  appointed 
for  the  model  of  the  latter  church  by  Pope  Gregory  at  its 
firft  eftablifhment  ;  and  the  fyftem  of  itinerant  preaching 
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and  difpenfing  the  word  and  facraments,  by  tempo- 
rary minifters  difpatched  from  the  aiTociated  body,  being 
generally  practifed  when  venerable  Bede — "presbyter 
eximius    mentis" — finiftied    his    church -hiftory  (A.  D. 

DCCXXXl).1 


Lib.  IV.  c.  xxvii. 


H.E.G.4.L.UI. 
c.  il.  L.  ii. 

O.  XIV. 


(')  The  ufage  of  the  Britifh  churcli  and  people  in  refpeet  of  itine- 
rancy, about  the  year  ccccxc,  has  been  already  declared,  in  a  paflage 
cited  from  the  ijWJfe.  Hijtory  of  Llandajf.  "  If  any  credit  is  to  be  given 
to  the  ancient  lives  and  legends  of  the  BritiJJi  bifhops  and  faints,  this 
was  the  practice  at  that  time  in  the  Britijli  church  :  That  the  bifhops  at 
their  cathedrals,  and  holy  abbots  and  doctors  in  feveral  parts  of  the  dio- 
tvfe,  fliould  educate  and  maintain  great  numbers  of  priefts  in  a  collegiate 
life,  and  prelide  over  them  ;  who  in  their  turns  fhould  travel  about  and 
iuftruct  the  lay  Chriftians  in  all  the  circumjacent  territories  ;  and  that 
being  done,  return  to  the  college,  and  give  way  to  others  to  fucceed  them 
in  the  fame  employment."  But,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,/ée 
Mr.  Whital<er's  remarks  in  his  Hiftory  of  Mancliejler,  Vol.  ii.  B.  n.  c.  ix. 
§  a.,  and  alfo  Epi/t.  Gildae.  Scriptores,  xv.  pp.  23,  feqq.  Increpatio  in 
Clerum. 

In  reference  to  the  Englifh  Saxons  ( A.D.  dclxiv.),  itinerancy  is  point- 
edly fhewn  in  the  following  anecdotes  of  our  great  ecclefiaftical  hifto- 
rian — "  Si  quis  Jctcerdotum  in  vicum  forte  devenerit,  mox  congregati  in 
ujium  vicani  verbum  vitee  ab  illo  expttere  curabant.  Nam  neque  alia 
ipjls  facerdotibus  aid  clericis  vicos  adeundi,  quàm  prœdicandi,  bapti- 
zandi,  injirmos  vifi/andi,  et  (ut  brevilPr  dicam)  animas  curandi,  cat/fa 
fuit."  And  before,  in  the  fame  chapter — "  ubicunque  elericus  aliquis 
aut  monachus  adveniret,  gaudentèr  ab  omnibus  tanquam  Dei  famulus 
exciperetur.  Etiamji  in  itinere  pergens  inveniretur,  accurrebant,  et  flexâ 
cercice  vel  manu  fignari,  vel  ore  illius  fe  benedici  gaudebant.  Verbis 
quoque  liorum  exhortatoriis  diligenter  audition  prœbebant  "  &c.  And 
again  elfewhere — "  Erat  quippe  moris  eo  tempore  populis  Anglorum, 
ut  venienle  in  villam  clerico  vel  presbytero,  cuncti  ad,  ejus  imperium 
verbum  audiluri  confluèrent,  libenùrea  quœ  dicerentur  audirent,  liben- 
tiùs  eu  quœ  audire  et  intelligere  poterant  operando  fequerentur." 

Facilities  of  local  worfhip  were  then  moft  rare.  Churches  were  very 
widely  (tattered.  In  the  part  of  Noithumbria,  denominated  Pernieia, 
 (North- 
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Nay,  it  would  appear,  from  his  celebrated  Epijile  to 
ArchbiJ/iop  Ecghert  on  the  ftate  of  religion  in  North- 
umbria  (A.  D.  dccxxxiv.),  that  thofe  parts  were  almoft 
utterly  tieftitute  of  fpiritual  affiftance,  not  only  from 
bifhops,  but  from  miflionary  presbyters  alfo.  The  former 
not  only  neglected  to  vifit,  in  perfon,  the  villages  and 
hamlets  of  the  inacceflible  and  mountainous  woodlands, 
but  fent  no  officiating  minifters  from  the  epifcopal  col- 
lege, fupported  though  it  was  by  the  general  fund  of 
the  diocefan  tithes1,  levied  on  the  defer  ted  diftricfs — 
"Audivimus  enim  et fama  eft"  writes  the  presbyter  to  his 
metropolitan,  "quia  multce  villce  ac  viculi  nojtrœ  gcntis  in 
montibus  jint  inaccejjis  et  faltïbus  dumojis  pojiti,  ubi  nun- 
quam  midtis  tranfeuntibus  annisjit  vijus  Antiftes  qui  ibidem 
cdiquid  minifterii  aut  gratiœ  cœlejïis  exhibuerit,  quorum 
tamen  nee  units  quidem  à  tributis  Antiftiti  reddendis  ejje 
poj/i't  immunis  ;  nee  folàm  tcdibus  locis  défit  Antiftes,  qui 
manûs  impojitione  baptizatos  confirmet,  verùm  etiam  omnis 

Carte's  General 
Hill,  of  Eng- 
land, Vol.  I. 
B.  m  xvii. 
pp.  242,  feqq. 

Epift.  V.  Beditj 
ad  Ergherct. 
Aillift.  Edit. 
Smith,  p.  307. 
1.25. 

(Northumberland  and  the  South  of  Scotland  between  the  Tweed  and 
Firth  of  Forth)  we  are  allured,  -on  the  high  authority  of  Bede  (A.D. 
dcxxxv.),  there  was  no  church  or  altar  erected — "  nullum  Jidei  Chrif- 
tianee  Jignum,  nulla  ecclejia,  nullum  altare,  &c" — fave  only  the  church 
of  St.  Ofwald.  In  Deiru  (Lancafler,  York,  Weftmoreland,  Cumberland, 
and  Durham)  no  oratories,  or  baptifteries,  fave  one  bafilica  alone  in  the 
villa  regia  of  Campodonum.  For  an  account  of  the  ftructure  and  mate- 
rials of  many  Saxon  churches,  fet  Turner's  Hijtorij  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
Vol.  ii.  B.  xii.  c.  v.  pp.  4  15,  feqq. 

(  '  )  While  the  neceflities  of  the  country  were  thus  upon  occafiou  fup- 
plied,  it  did  not  alter  the  ftate  of  the  ecclefiaftical  patrimony;  which  ftill 
remained  inverted  in  the  bifliop  for  the  common  ufes  of  religion,  as 
devoted  folely  to  God  and  his  clergy.  Out  of  the  general  fund  the  bifliop 
gave  to  each  officiating  minifter  the  dividend  to  which  he  was  entitled 
for  the  fpiritual  duties  lie  performed  at  the  bifliop's  mandate. 

Kennott's  Cafe 
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doctor,  qui  eos  vel  fidei  veritatem,  vel  difcretionem  bonce  ac 
make  actionis  edoceat,  abjitr 

The  archbifhop  himfelf  being  unable  to  attend  to  all 
the  miniftrations  of  religion  in  all  parts  of  his  vaft  dio- 
cefe,  the  writer  urges  the  appointment  of  affiliant  itine- 
rant presbyters  and  teachers — "  quia  latiora  funt  fpatia 
locorum,quce  ad  gubemacula  tuce  diœ  ce  (is  pertinent,  quàm  ut 
foins  per  omnia  difeurrere,  et  in  Jingulis  viadis  atque  agellis 
verbum  Dei  prœdicare,  etiam  anni  totius  emenfo  curriculo, 
fufficias  ;  necejjarium  fatis  ejî,  ut  plures  tibi  facri  operis 
adjutores  adfcifcas,  jwesbyteros  videlicet  ordinando,  atque 
injtituendo  doctores,  qui  in  Jingulis  viculis  prœdicando  Dei 
verbo,  et  conj'ecrandis  myjteriis  cœlej'tïbus,  ac  maxime  per- 
agendis  facris  baptifmatis  officiis,  ubi  opportunitas  ingruerit, 
in/ijîant." 

At  this  date,  then,  we  may  conclude,  the  fyftem  of 
millions  from  the  epifcopal  college,  ill  fupported  as  it 
was  in  certain  parts  of  Northumbria,  was  the  only  mode 
of  propagating  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  amongft  the 
unconverted,  and  fupplying  the  returning  wants  of  fpi- 
ritual  miniftration  amongft  the  faithful.  At  leaft,  the 
only  material  modification  of  it  (if  modification  it  can 
be  called)  was  in  fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  Chrif- 
tianity  mojt  prevailed,  wherein,  fays  Bithop  Stillingfleet, 
"  encouragement  was  given  for  building  churches,  at  a 
convenient  diftance  from  the  cathedral,  and  fettling  a 
number  of  presbyters  together  there,  which  were  after- 
wards called  collegiate  churches  : — to  which  the  great 
and  devout  men  of  that  time  gave  liberal  endowments, 
that  they  might  the  better  attend  the  fervice  of  God 
there,  and  in  the  country  about  them."  Whence  other 
zealous  itinerants,  again,  ifTued  forth  upon  the  fame 
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footing  as  from  the  epifcopal  college,  to  convert  and 
inftruct  the  circumjacent  inhabitants  ;  and  continued  fo 
to  do,  as  long  as  the  miiïionary  fystem  of  evangelizing 
prevailed — till,  in  mort,  the  country  was  parochialized. — 
And  when  did  this  important  innovation  take  place  ? 

The  idea  of  parifhes,  viewed  in  the  light  of  "  diftricts 
bounded  in  regard  of  the  profits  from  the  people  therein," 
in  Fuller's  words,  "  payable  only  to  a  pallor  incumbent  churchHiji. 
there,"  is  inconfiftent  with  the  community  of  ecclefi-  Sherlock's 

Charge  at  FiJUa- 

aftical  profits  jointly  enjoyed  by  the  bithop  and  his 
clergy  during  the  greater  part  of  the  eighth  century. 
But  towards  its  clofe,  Chriftianity  having  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, and  "  devotion,"  to  ufe  Selden's  phrafe,  "  having 
grown  firmer,"  the  eftablilhment  of  proper  parochial 
cures  was  generally  commenced  by  the  bifhops1  and  Lnnett's  Cafe 
kings2,  in  their  refpective  manors,  and,  more  efpecially,  ton^Pp.T 
by  the  opulent  thegns3,  the  great  landed  proprietors  of 


80. 


tiotl,  MDCCUX. 


Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln's Vifitalion 
Charge.Mnccin. 
p.  26. 


(')  "  Birinus  epift  opus  Dorcincae  &c.  .  .  .  faetis  dedicalifque  eccle- 
Jiis,  multijque  ad  Dominum  pro  ejus  labore  populis  advocatis,  migravit 
ad  Dominion." 

(2)  "  Inter  alias  qua  s  fabricavi  ecclefias,  &c."  Carta  Ethelberti 
Regis  in  Monajl.  Anglican.  Tom.  i.  p.  24.  The  earlieft  lay  foundations  of 
churches  noticed  by  Bede,  are  thofe  before  cited  of  Counts  Puch  and 
Addi  (circiter  A.D.  dcc.) — but  about  A.D.  dccc.  they  appear  to  have 
been  common,  if  we  may  credit  the  charters  of  confirmation  made  by 
Bertulph,  king  of  Mercia,  and  others,  to  the  abbey  of  Crovvland,  on  the 
authority  of  Ingulphus. 

(3)  To  this  origin  we  trace  the  hiftory  of  private  patronage: — the 
manorial  lords,  having  founded  and  endowed  local  churches  out  of  their 
own  private  refources,  obtained,  in  return  for  their  liberality,  the  right 
of  prefenting  to  each  a  competent  paftor,  approved  by  the  bifhop,  and 
amenable  to  his  jurifdiction,  for  inftitution  and  induction  to  the  fame. 
And  our  churches,  to  all  appearance,  are  hill,  generally,  prefentable  to 
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the  Anglo-Saxons,  who  were  defirous  of  the  benefit  of 
rejident  priefts,  for  themfelves  and  vaflals,  on  their  own 
extenfive  domains,  and  of  having  the  limits  of  the  fame 
made  permanent  ecclefiaftical  divifions,  within  which 
they  might  partake  of  the  offices  of  religion,  without 
being  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  a  diftant  cathedral, 
collegiate,  or  mother  church.  Thefe  foundations  had, 
probably,  proceeded  more  rapidly,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
mania1  then  dominant  of  erecting  monafteries  (fo  ftrongly 
animadverted  on  by  Bede),  which  in  many  diftricts 
diverted  the  bounty  of  the  rich  from  the  more  falutary 
direction  of  parochial  eftablifhments.  However,  by  de- 
grees, each  eftate  and  commenfurate  parifh  obtained  its 
appropriate  place  of  worfhip — a  filial  church  fubordinate 
to  the  maternal  temple  of  the  diocese,  with  a  refident 
incumbent  and  diftinct  endowment  of  its  own2.  So 


Tamer's  Hiji.  of 
the  Anglo  Sax- 
on.?, Vol.  I.  p.398. 


by  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  very  parties  who  built  them  originally, 
formally  fettling  upon  them,  reflectively,  at  the  fame  time,  from  land  of 
their  own,  a  dowry  of  glebe,  and  the  tithes  of  their  own  eftates.  See 
Dr.  Burton's  Taoughts  on  t/ie  Separation  of  Church  q,nd  State,  pp.  7,  feqq. 
(')  King  Edgar  boafted  that  he  had  erected  forty-feven  monafteries. 
(2)  To  the  following  beautiful  epifode  of  the  Hiftorian  of  Craven,  not 
inappofite  to  the  text  at  this  point,  the  reader,  I  am  sure,  will  readily  grant 
The  Hijt.  S;  An-  the  meed  of  approbation  : — "  I  would  alk,  says  Mr.  Whitaker,  "  whether, 
' Deanery  ufCra-  at       fondation  of  parifhes,  and  for  many  centuries  after,  it  were  pof- 
ven  &c.  p.  5.        fible  to  devife  a  method  of  supporting  an  incumbent  equally  wife  and 
proper  with  that  of  a  manfe,  glebe,  and  tithes  ? — The  paftor  was  not  to 
be  a  vagrant  among  his  flock  ;  an  houfe  therefore  was  to  be  provided  for 
him  ;  he  wanted  the  common  neceffaries  of  life  (for  it  was  held,  at  that 
I  time,  that  even  fpiritual  men  muft  eat  and  drink),  and  money  there  was 
I  none  to  purchafe  them  ;  a  moderate  allotment,  therefore,  of  land  was  alfo 
required.    But  the  growth  of  grain,  a  process  which  demands  much  care 
and  attention,  would  have  converted  the  incumbent,  as  it  has  been  well 
and  frequently  urged  of  late,  into  an  illiterate  farmer.    It  was  proper, 

therefore, 
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much  being  "reftrained  from  the  common  treafury  of  ^/^p^îi- 
the  diocefe,"  and  perpetually  annexed,  with  the  bilhop's  * 90- 
fanction,  to  each  new  creation,  as  was  fufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  feparate  officiating  minifter  upon  each 
demefne.  This  practice  being  generally  received,  at 
laft  an  uniformity  obtained  in  this  innovation  of  paro- 
chial right1. 

At  firft,  thefe  precincts  were  much  larger,  and  caft  ^"^e0"e^ 
into  fuch-like  divifions  in  each  diocese,  (the  bifhop  of  works,  vol.  m. 
Worcefter  thinks,)  as,  at  present,  conftitute  our  rural 
fceanrtes —varying  in  fize  according  to  the  difference  of 
the  feveral  circuits  of  the  founders'  demefnes, — and  were 
fubfequently  fubdivided  ; — but,  whatever  their  magni- 
tude, there  is  no  record  of  localized  parochial  presbyters 
attached  to  any  fuch  particular  incumbencies  in  England, 
till  after  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century. 

It  is  true,  that  the  advocate  of  earlier  incumbencies 


therefore,  that  the  glebe  fliould  be  reftricted  within  fuch  limits  as  would 
fuffice  for  the  production  of  milk,  butter,  cheefe,  animal  food,  and  fuch 
other  articles  as  require  little  labour;  while  the  bread-corn,  and  other 
grain  of  the  minifter,  should  be  fupplied  by  the  induftry  of  his  parilhioners. 
And  if  the  minifter  fed  the  people,  as  it  was  his  office  to  do,  with  "  the 
bread  that  endureth,"  there  was  an  harmony,  as  well  as  equity,  in  requiring 
that  they  fliould  feed  him  in  return  with  that  "  which  perifheth."  But 
this  primitive  and  pleafing  reciprocation  of  good  offices  too  quickly  ceafetl 
to  be  univerfal  ;  and  the  common  corruption  of  our  nature  will  fuper- 
fede  the  neceffity  of  inquiring,  whether  the  evil  began  with  the  Attrac- 
tion of  tithes  or  teaching.  The  declenfion  would  be  mutual  ;  and  law, 
not  love,  would  foon  become  the  meafure  both  of  the  one  payment  and 
the  other." — The  Hi/lory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Deanery  of  Craven,  &c. 
Edit.  2.  p.  5. 

(')  .See  Sir  Thomas  Ridley's  View  of  the  Civile  and  Eccleftq/iical  Law, 
p.  21G,  note  ;  and  Whitaker's  Hi/lory  of  Ifhalley,  B.  u.  c.  i.  pp.  37, 3S. 
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i  might  allege  the  firft  and  fécond  of  Ecgbert's  Excerpta 
in  proof  of  fuch  a  notion.    They,  feemingly,  evidence 
johnfon's£C-     flie  fact,  "  that  parifh-churches  began  then  to  be  built 

clef.  Laws,Vol.i.  . 

dccxl.  apace  in  the  province  of  York,"  as  Mr.  Johnfon  deduces 

cc.M.B.et  h.  from  Can.  i. — "  Ut  unufquifque  facerdos  ecclefiam  fuam  cum 

Vol  I  pp  102  3 

«  diligentiâ  œdificet,  &c."  And  the  twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-fixth  canons  go, 
apparently,  to  eftablifh  the  fame  point.  But,  it  muft  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  the  date  of  this  compilation  is  un- 
known. The  vicar  of  Cranbrook  places  it  A.  D.  dccxl.  ; 
Spelman  and  Wilkins,  A.D.  dccl.  ;  and  others  much  later 
— as  late  as  the  tenth  century.  The  truth,  perhaps, 
may  be,  that,  though  the  archbimop,  whofe  name  the 
Excerptions  bear,  was  the  founder  of  the  code,  about 
the  time  firft  fpecified,  his  fucceflbrs  and  others  aug- 
mented, curtailed,  and  tranfpofed  its  contents  at  difcre- 
tion  ;  incorporating  many  canons  of  the  ninth  and  tenth 
centuries  with  the  authentic  collection  of  the  firft  ama- 
nuenfis,  Hucarius.  So  that  this  code  of  the  province  of 
York,  as  it  now  appears,  with  the  many  augmentations 
of  Ecgbert's  fucceflbrs,  (the  work  probably,  as  a  whole, 
of  fome  learned  monk  of  the  tenth  century,)  is  no  evi- 
dence of  the  ftate  of  clerical  fettlements  during  the 
archbifhop's  occupation  of  that  See  {A.D.  dccxxxiv — 
dcclxvi).  The  rules  are,  almoft  entirely,  copies  and 
extracts  from  continental  canons  ;  which  circumftance 
alone  would  render  them  inadmiflible  as  teftimony  of 
our  infular  condition,  at  that  or  any  other  time  :  for 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  received  or  ratified 
by  any  Englifh  council. 

But,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  eighth  century,  we  have 
other  indifputable  proof  of  presbyters  appropriated  to 
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particular  churches.  —  In  the  fynod  of  Celcyth  (A.D 
dcclxxxv.)  it  is  ordered,  "  Omni  anno  in  fynodalibus  con- 
ventibus  ab  epifcopis  JinguJarmn  ecclefiarum  presbyteri,  qui 
populum  erudire  debent,  de  ipfâ  fide  dUigenUJfimè  exami- 
nentur,  &c."  And  again,  in  a  fécond  fynod  of  the  fame 
place  (A.D.  dcccxvi.),  all  the  fervants  of  God  are  bade 
to  aflemble  "per  Jingulas  parochias  in  fmgidis  quibnfque 
ecclejiis"  at  the  death  of  the  bifhop,  to  chant  thirty 
pfalms  for  his  departed  foul,  and  perform  other  cere- 
monies of  fatting  and  prayer  : — where,  it  would  feem, 
parithes  limited  as  in  later  days,  are  to  be  underftood. 

As  fuch  foundations  increafed,  the  neceffity  of  fending 
itinerant  priefts  through  the  diocefes  diminimed,  and  at 
laft  wholly  ceafed  ; — fo  that  we  have  no  mention  of  them 
later  than  the  fynod  of  Clovefhoe1  (sl.D.  dccxlvii.)  ;  in 
the  ninth  canon  of  which,  they  are  enjoined  to  a  due 
exercife  of  their  functions  of  baptizing,  teaching,  and 
vifiting,  "per  loca  et  regiones  laicorum,  quœ  J'ibi  ab  ejn- 
fcopis ptrovincice  injinuata  et  injuncta  J'unt,  &c." 

The  inftituting  of  parilhes,  and  proportioning  of 
churches  to  them,  was  certainly  a  flow  and  gradual  work 
of  many  generations — feveral  caufes  and  perfons  con- 
fpiring  to  it — as  Selden,  Wharton,  Stillingfleet,  Wake, 
and  Kennett,  have  abundantly  proved.  And,  againft 
the  authority  of  fuch  writers,  fo  profoundly  learned  in 
ecclefiaftical  antiquities,  few,  I  mould  think,  will  be 


CC.  M.  B.  el  II. 
Vol.i.  p.  146. 
can.  I. 


Sclden's  Hiji.  of 
Tythes,  c.9.  iv. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  I.  p.  96. 
Notes  to  Bishop 
of  Lincoln's 
CVirtrge.Mnccix. 
pp.  26,  27. 


Kennett's  Cafe 
of  Impropria- 
tions, pp.  4,  l'cqq. 


(')  This  Cloveflioe,  where  feveral  councils  were  held  in  the  eighth   Whitnkcr's //;//. 
and  ninth  centuries,  has  been  generally,  but  wildly,  fuppofed  to  be  Cliff,  i  °yj  n''p";(y':j.' 
at  Hoo  in  Kent.    It  was  certainly  in  Mercia,  as  the  kings  of  Mercia 
were  conftantly  prefent.    And  it  was  plainly  Glevum,  Clevum,  or  Glou- 
cefter,  being  Clou's  or  Clove's  Hoo  or  caille,  and  Gloucefter  being  alfo 
part  of  Mercia  at  that  time. 


78 


©rtgtn  of  tïjc  ©fficc. 


[Part  II. 


Hijiwy  of  Man-  found  to  fubfcribe  to  Mr.  Whitaker's  bold  and  gratuitous 

ch'efter.  Vol. n.  .„ 

p.  371.  affertion,  that  "  all  parilhes  were  lormed  immediately  on 

the  Saxon  converfion,  or  even  eftablifhed  previoufly  for 
ages  among  the  Britons  of  the  provinces1." 

Leaving,  however,  this  much-ventilated  fubject — the 
obfcurity  of  which  is  not  a  little  increafed  by  the  dif- 
ferent interpretations  of  the  word  parochia — it  will  fuf- 
fice  for  us  that  a  large  number  of  parochial  fettlements 
were  appointed  towards  the  clofe  of  the  eighth  century, 
and,  by  its  completion,  the  ecclefiaftical  divifion  of  dio- 
wharton'a  De-    cefes,  and  "  parochial  limits  of  the  parifhioners'  devo- 

fenceoJPlurali-  1  .  r 

tks,  p.  85.       tions,  were  grown  mmciently  common  tor  the  ordinary 

Seidell's  Hift.  of  '  J?  , J  ,J 

Tijthes.c.v.w.  inftruction  01  the  people  to  be  wholly  left  to  the  parijli 
priejh,  and  itinerancy  entirely  abolifhed2. 

How  foon,  after  the  organization  of  the  rural  clergy 
upon  this  new  footing,  arcïjpresbyters  were  appointed  to 
overlook  them  and  their  flocks,  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine. Scope  is  afforded  for  the  commencement  of  their 
infpectional  fervices,  in  aidance  of  the  bilhop,  at  the 
date  referred  to  :  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  were 
called  into  being  till  more  than  two  centuries  after. 
At  leaft,  no  church-record  affords  any  tidings  of  them, 
within  the  writer's  knowledge,  in  our  own  illands. 


(')  See  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  Introduction,  §  iv. 
(2)  Presbyters  are  often  recorded  in  Domesday-book  as  refident, 
where  there  is  no  mention  of  churches,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have  given 
titles  to  places  fo  circumftanced— as  Priejl's-town  or  Prejlon,  Prefcot, 
Prejl-icich  &c.  : — in  the  fame  way  as  kirks,  churches,  or  ecclefiœ,  when 
fuch  edifices  were  rare,  gave  to  the  favoured  towns,  or  villages  around 
them,  the  names  of  Kirkby,  Kirkham,  Ormeskirk,  Eccles,  Eccles-ton, 
Eccles-haU,  &c.  The  etymology  of  Crqfs-ton,  perhaps,  may  be  traced 
to  fome  cruciform  object  of  adoration. 
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In  France,  the  firft  foundation  of  parifh  churches  and  ^ 
ordinary  cures  was  much  earlier  than  in  England  ;  and 
fo  alfo  was  the  fafran  imfjt'prtsljytcral  inftitution  of  higher 
antiquity  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  country.  In 
French  councils  and  capitularies,  mention  is  made  of 
rural  parifhes1  and  priefts  in  the  fifth  century,  and  of 
nrcjjprcslnucts  in  the  fixth. 

But,  probable  as  it  is,  that  the  whole  machinery  of 
the  Gallican  church-police 2  would  fpeedily  find  its  way 
into  Britain,  from  the  confiant  intercourfe  between  the 


(')  And  in  Italy,  according  to  Muratori,  parochial  divifions  were  as 
early  as  the  fourth  century.  "  Ad  fœculum  vulgaris  epochœ  quartum 
prœcipuè  perlinet  parœciarum,five  ut  appellare  Jble??ius,  parochiarum 
divijio,  et  affignata  parocho  cuicumque  populi  portio  regenda.  Et 
primo  quidem  ivjtituti  fuere  parochi  in  urbibus,  turn  in  ctgris,  ut  Chrif- 
tianorum  multitudini  in  dies  crefcenti  pajtorum  prafentium  ope  faci- 
liùs  confuleretur.  Baptifmales  autem  ecclefirr  procedente  tempore  ejuf- 
modi  eeclefw  appellate  funt,  quod  bapt'ifterium  et  jus  baptizandi  fidèles, 
antea  uni  urbis  cujufque  ecclejîœ  refervatum,  commune  factum  fuit  cu?n 
ruralibus  quoque  jxirochialibus  ecclefiis,  ne  in  imommodum  infantium 
baptizandorum  vergeret  nimia  facri  fontis  di/tanlia.  Ruralium  dixi  : 
nam  quod  eft  ad  urbanas  parocldas,  longe  ferius  iis  facta  ejl  renia  mi- 
nijlrandi  baptifmatis.  Nempe  olim  erat  cuicumque  civitati  una  bap- 
tifmalis  bafillca,  plerumque  penes  catliedralem,  ad  quam  déferre  opus 

erat  quoslibet  civitatis  pueros  facrâ  undâ  lujlrandos  Plebes 

quoque  nuncupabantur  paroc/dales  ecclefiœ,  unde  ad  ?ws  manavit  Ita- 
lica  vox  Pieve.  Plebis  quippe  nomine  olim  defignabatur  collectio  jide- 
lium,fub  uno  facerdote  pofila  :  quo  fenfu  ttiam  diœcefes  interdiim  occur- 
runt  appellatce  plebes"  &c.  With  the  firft  part  of  this  ftatement  on 
rurales  parochiœ,  Thomaffin  alfo  agrees.  See  his  Fetus  et  Nova  Ec- 
clejire  Difciplina,  Tom.  i.  P.  i.  L.  n.  c.  xxn.  x.  p.  292. 

(2)  "That  there  was  all  along,  in  thefe  days,  a  very  near  affinity 
between  the  polity  of  France,  and  that  of  our  own  country,  in  its  eccle- 
fiaftical,  as  well  as  in  its  civil  eftablifhment,  might  from  many  inftances 

 evidently 


Muratori  Antiq. 
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p.  154. 
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Stillingfieet's 
Eccl.  Cafes, 
Vol.  I.  p.  145. 


CC.  M.  B.  et 
Vol. I.  pp.  95. 
146.  213. 
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two  countries  ;  fuch  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
cafe  as  to  this  particular  department  of  fpiritual  office. 
The  fyftem  of  country  arcf)t prcstiytcrntcs  or  becanattes 
with  their  attached  fuperintendents,  does  not  appear 
amongft  us  till  the  eleventh  century —  owing,  perhaps,  to 
the  magnitude  of  our  firft  parochial  divifions,  and  paucity 
of  diftinct  congregations  and  incumbencies,  which  for  a 
time  called  not  for  fuch  appointments.  Befides — such 
as  they  were,  they  were  vifited,  every  year,  by  the  higheft 
ecclefiaftical  officer.  The  bithops  annually  "  went  about 
their  diocefes  in  order  to  an  inquiry  and  correction  of 
mifcarriages,"  vifiting  parochially  every  church,  and 
manfe,  and  paftor,  and  flock.  They  vifited,  indeed,  be- 
fore the  divifion  of  parithes  at  all.  The  council  of 
Clovefhoe,  under  Archbiihop  Cuthbert,  orders  diocefans 
to  vifit  their  parochiœ  (diocefes)  once  a  year,  and  to 
teach  the  people  of  all  conditions  and  of  both  fexes 
"  utpote  eos  qui  rarb  audiunt  verbum  dei  ;  "  prohibiting 
all  pagan  obfervances  &c.  (can.  in.)  ;  and  the  fame  in- 
junction is  repeated  in  the  council  of  Celcyth  (A.D. 
dcclxxxv.  can.  in.).  After  the  divifion  of  parifhes,  an- 
nual epifcopal  vifitations  continued  to  be  parochially 
made,  as  appears  from  the  conjiitutions  of  Archbifhop 
Odo  {A.  D.  DCcccxLiii.  can.  in.)  ;  "the  bilhops  going 
about  their  diocefes  every  year,  and  vigilantly  preaching 
the  word  of  God." 

While,  then,  church-difcipline  was  thus  fupported  by 
the  diocefan  in  his  own  perfon  throughout  the  whole 


evidently  be  made  appear,"  fays  Archbiihop  Wake.  See  alfo  Hales's 
Primitive  Church  of  tlie  Britifh  Ijles,  p.  6S  ;  Collectanea  Cambrica, 
N°.  vi.  ;  and  Roberts's  Vijitation  Sermon,  mdcccxii.  notes  p.  20,  and 
Appendix,  N°.  vi.  p.  316. 
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parochiâ,  we  have  no  reafon  to  expect  the  introduction 
of  any  official  deputies  ;  and  none  accordingly  are  found 
between  the  bifhop  and  presbyter  with  any  office  or 
jurifdiction  in  the  diocefe  at  large.  By  degrees,  how- 
ever, the  ecclefiaftical  condition  of  the  country  changed  ; 
and  the  fpiritual  government  of  the  faithful  became  too 
arduous  for  one  epifcopal  overfeer  or  vifitor  to  manage. 
Parifhes,  originally  co-extenfive  with  the  largeft  manorial 
limitations — commenfurate,  as  I  have  faid  already,  with 
our  modern  rural  fccanrtes — were  again  and  again  fub- 
divided  ;  till,  at  laft,  they  reached  the  comparatively 
fmall  bounds,  and  multiplied  diftinctions,  which  now,  for 
the  moft  part,  obtain.  Every  new  proprietor,  by  grant, 
or  purchafe,  of  a  partitioned  lordfhip,  was  naturally  de- 
firous  of  a  new  place  of  worfhip1,  a  refident  minifler, 
and  parochial  circuit,  proper  to  his  own  eftate — accom- 
modations, which  the  diocefan  pallor  liberally  ceded  for 
the  advancement  of  Chriftianity. 

Thus  with  the  divifion  of  lordfhips2,  churches  and 
parifhes  fimultaneoufly  multiplied.  And,  notwithstanding 
the  refervations  in  favour  of  the  feniores  ecckfuc — the 


(')  In  Spain,  and  fome  other  countries,  no  patron  can  alienate  an 
advowfon,  but  by  felling  the  manor  to  which  it  belongs  ;  and  flail,  by 
our  law,  if  the  lord  of  a  manor  grant  to  another  perfon  his  manor,  cum  j 
pertinentiis,  the  advowfon  or  patronage  of  any  church  or  churches,  ap- 
pendant  to  that  manor,  paffes  to  the  purchafer,  or  other  grantee,  though 
there  be  no  exprefs  mention  of  the  advowfon  ;  nay,  though  the  words 
cum  pertinentiis  be  omitted.  Bifhop  Burnet  fays  the  feparating  an; 
advowfon  or  prefentation,  and  felling  them  off  from  an  eftate  to  which 
the  endowment  was  annexed,  obtains  in  no  other  nation  or  church  than 
our  own. 

(2)  "  Ecclefiœ  verb  ijlorum  omnes  ferè  tot  perfonas  et  participes  ha- 
bent,  quoi  capitalium  virorum  in  parochiâ  genera  fuerint." 

VOL.  I.  G 
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mother-pariih-churches — of  Edgar's  and  Canute's  days, 
(whereby  thofe  churches,  in  cafe  of  new  ones  being 
erected  within  their  limits,  were  entitled  to  two-thirds 
]  of  the  tithes  and  oblations  of  the  elder  parochia  in  its 
fulleft  extent),  the  daughter-churches,  "  by  connivance 
of  the  time,"  became  poflefled  of  an  equitable  fhare  of 
the  parochial  rights,  and  participated,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  temporal  heritage  of  their  parents  ;  that  is,  as  far 
as  the  lands  fituate  around  the  new  creations  were  once 
tributary  to  the  old,  the  latter  were  entirely  deprived 
of  them,  and  the  fecondary  benefices  therewith  perma- 
nently endowed — faving  alone  the  d)tucf)=S£0t  to  the 
mother-church,  which  was  continued  to  her  as  a  mark 
of  fuperiority. 

HiftffiteJn-  Thence  it  happened,  that  in  the  reign  of  the  ConfefTor 
f*£^n°cVVoL  the  very  great  number  of  churches  (ftrange  as  it  may 
p.  228.  found  to  modern  ears,  and  fcarce  credible  after  all  the 

ravages  of  the  Danes  in  the  ninth  century1)  was  a  fub- 
f  hvafr'' cc  ject  °f  complaint  :  the  new  foundations,  by  the  fubtrac- 
f"3"n  canlix  ^on  °^  large  portions  of  tithe  of  the  primary  dotations, 
greatly  impoverifhed  the  old  parochial  incumbencies — 
"  Multis  in  locis  modo  fount  très  vel  quatuor  ecclejîœ,  ubi  tunc 
temporis  una  tantùm  erat,  et  Jic  (decimœ  Jïngulorum  facer- 
dotwrri)  cœperant  minui."  (A.D.  mlii.)    The  maintenance 


Tomer's Hift. of  (')  Alfred's  interefting  allufion  to  thefe  ravages,  in  his  Preface,  while 
ous, ^oi.°~.\i!v.  contrafting  the  former  and  then  ûate  of  the  kingdom,  fliews  the  number 
c  i.  p.  296.  0f  vvell-furniflied  churches  in  the  ninth  century  to  have  been  confide- 
rable —  .  ..."  I  alfo  remember,"  fays  the  king,  "  how  I  faw,  before 
that  every  thing  iras  ravaged  and  burnt,  that  the  churches  through  all 
the  Englifli  nation  ftood  full  of  veffels  and  books,  and  alfo  of  a  great 
many  of  the  fervants  of  God  &c.  !"  The  churches,  at  that  time,  were, 
for  the  moft  part,  built  of  wood,  and  therefore  foon  deftroyed  by  fire. 
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of  officiating  priefts  was  much  lefTened  from  this  addi-j  JJJJJy^ 
tional  caufe — that  the  clergy,  having  been  in  affluence:  ^^{^ 
while  their  larger  parifhes  were  undivided,  did  not  at  coiner's 

O        l  '  ,  Hi/tory,  B.iii. 

that  time  exact  their  rights  to  the  full;  and  the  fame  p- 228.' 
being  neglected  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  fubfequently 
loft,  :  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  very  cantonment  off 
the  tithes  amongft  a  greater  number  of  poor  clerks  ren-  j 
dered  their  payment  more  neceffary. 

However,  notwithstanding  the  complaints  of  the  pri-  Wharton's  Te- 
rnary foundations,  the  fecondary  ftructures  advanced,  ^"98^99/"^' 
gradually  and  progreffively,  to  the  ftate  of  perfect  bene- 
fices, and  were  inverted  with  diftinct  glebe  and  tithes, 
apart  from  the  mother-parifh-church,  as  the  latter,  in  its 
day,  had  been  portioned  off  from  the  cathedral  endow- 
ment \  Before,  or  about,  the  time  of  the  Confeflbr,  this 
innovation  on  the  elder  parochial  divifion  was  com- 
pleted; and  the  ecclefiaftical  bounds  of  parifhes  gene- 
rally fixed,  as  they  have  fince  obtained  throughout  Eng- 
land— (fee  LL.  Eccl.  Edgar.  R.  ce.  vi.  ix.  xv.  Canut.  R. 
c.  xiii) — the  diverfity  of  our  prefent  parifhes  in  fize  ori- 
ginating in  the  endlefs  diverfity  of  the  feveral  circum- 
ferences of  the  founders'  poffeffions. 

To  reduce  and  preferve  the  multiplied  parochial  cures 
within  the  pale  of  difcipline,  we  may  fuppofe,  that,  about 


(')  In  honour  of  the  cathedral  church,  and  in  token  of  fubjection  to   Gibfon's  Codex 
it,  as  the  biOiop's  fee,  every  parochial  minifter,  within  the  diocefe,  pays   cap  ',  vol.  i. 
to  the  bifliop  an  annual  penfion,  called  anciently  catheuraicum  :  which  ac-   P- 171- 
knovvledgment  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  rife  from  the  eftablifhment  of 
diftinct  paridies,  with  certain  revenues,  and  thereby  the  feparating  of  thofe 
diftricts  from  the  immediate  relation  they  had  borne  to  the  cathedral 
church.    Mr.  Johnfon  feems  to  confuler  the  cathcfcratcum  the  fame  as 
cburdj-ôcot  :  fee  Ancient  and  Prefent  Church  of  Enjland,  Vol.  i.  p.  15. 

g  2 
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this  time,  a  certain  number  of  incumbencies  or  prcsbrj- 
teintes  were  thrown  together,  and  conftituted  an  archt'= 
prcsbijtcratc1 — "  diftrictus  arcrjt'presfjrjtcrt  ruralt's" — at  the 
fole  and  arbitrary  appointment  of  the  bifhop  of  the  dio- 
cefe  ;  or,  as  population  thickened,  within  the  limits  of 
the  fame,  and  new  churches  arofe,  that  a  certain  number 
of  contiguous  cures, in  clafles  of  ten2  or  more  (the  eccle- 
fiaftical  in  this  matter  copying  the  civil  ftate)  were 
fevered  off  from  the  primary  jurifdiction,  and  modelled 
into  ocanrtfs3;  or,  in  other  words,  diocefes  were  broken 
into  arcfttprcsbijtcratcs,  and  thefe  again  remodelled  into 
tournâtes,  and  placed  by  the  diocefan  under  the  vicarious 
tutelage  of  beans  rural  :  who  ftill  preferved,  in  eccle- 
fiaftical  language,  the  title  of  artfjprtcsts4. — "Srtôt'prcs= 


(')  Or  the  arcfotprcsbrjtcratc  may  reprefent  Bifliop  StiTiingfleet's  pri- 
mary parochial  divifion,  a  fection  of  the  diocefe  eorrefponding  to  the 
modern  rural  Ijcanrn  ;  wherein  was  originally  one  church — the  matrix 
ecclefia — with  its  incumbent  minifter  ;  whofe  huge  parifli  was  fubfequently 
cantoned  into  minor  prrsbntrratcô  ;  over  which  the  elder  prieft  prefided, 
as  the  plcbanug  of  the  continent  over  his  minores  tituli  ;  and  continuing 
to  dwell  at  the  principal  town  or  place  (the  metrocomia,  where  was  the 
original  matrix  ecclefia),  exercifed,  as  arcftpric$t,  ecclefiaftical  rule  over 
the  whole  jurifdiction,  churches,  presbyters,  and  people.    See  the  note 
from  Holinflied,  below. 
Preface  to  Eccl.       0  )  "  Within  the  diocefe  of  Worcefter,"  Bifliop  Stillingfleet  fays,  "  in 
Cafes,  xii.         two  granaries  of  it,  there  are  to  be  found  in  Domesday-book  above 
twenty  parifli  churches  :  in  the  tjcanatg  of  Warwick,  ten  ;  and  in  the 
ucanarn  of  Kingftone.  fifteen, 
HUt.  ofEtig-          (3)  Rapin  notes,  that  in  the  days  of  Alfred  the  fecular  clergy  had 
B.  iv.  p.  112.       taken  poffeffion  of  the  monasteries,  from  whence  the  monks  had  been 
driven  by  the  Danes  ;  and  lived  there  in  common,  under  the  direction  of 
an  archprtrgt. 

(4)  "  As  the  number  of  Chriftians  increafed,"  writes  Holinflied  in  The 
Defcription  of  England,  "  fo  firft  monafteries,  then  finallie  parifli  churches, 

were 


Ducangii  Gloff. 
Tom.  L  in  voce. 
See  Thomaffin. 
V.eiN.  E.  D. 
Tom.  i.  P.  n. 
c.  v.  p.  225.  v. 
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bntcrt  dicti  videntur  Decant',"  fays  Morin,  "  eô  quod  anti-  mm'm-  <le Sacrh 

a  m  *       J  f  1  Ordinal.  P.  m. 

quitus  diœcefes  erant  per  trccamas  divifœ,  quibus  prœerant  ;£w.xvi.c.n. 
arc&tprcslmten  ;  ut  videre  ejî  in  capitul  Carol,  calv.  c.  m. 
T.  m.  Com.  Galliœ." 

Some  fuch  ecclefiaftical  arrangement  as  that  alluded 
to,  probably,  took  place  in  England  about  the  middle  of 
the  eleventh  century,  if  not  earlier,  in  imitation  of  the 
economy  long  before  eftablifhed  in  the  Gallican  churches; 
whence,  in  Mr.  Whitaker's  opinion,  the  whole  of  our  mji.ofMan- 
fpiritual  police  emanated.    Whether,  however,  this  no-  b.h.  c.ix.'§m. 
tion  be  admitted  or  not,  there  were  canons  enough  of  P  ° 
influential  councils,  bearing  upon  the  office  in  queftion, 
to  make  known  its  utility,  and  pave  the  way  for  its 
introduction  from  the  continent  into  England — witnefs 
the  fécond  of  Tours,  the  Capitulars  of  Charlemagne,  and 
the  Pavian  and  Lateran  councils,  cited  in  earlier  pages. — 
In  the  latter  it  had  been  expreffly  decreed,  (both  at 


were  builded  in  everie  jurisdiction  :  from  whence  I  take  our  ÎJcancrte 
churches  to  have  their  originall,  now  called  mother  churches,  and  their 
incumbents  archprceStS  ;  the  reft  being  added  fince  the  conqueft,  either 
by  the  lords  of  everie  towne,  or  zealous  men,  loth  to  travell  farre,  and 
willing  to  have  fome  eafe  by  building  them  neere  hand.  Unto  thefe 
fceancrte  churches  alfo  the  cleargie  in  old  time  of  the  fame  oeancrte  were 
appointed  to  repaire  at  fundrie  feafons,  there  to  receive  wholefome  ordi- 
nances, and  to  confult  upon  the  neceffarie  aHiiires  of  the  whole  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  if  neceHitie  fo  required  :  and  fome  image  hereof  is  yet  to  be  feene 
in  the  north  parts.  But  as  the  number  of  churches  increafed,  fo  the 
repaire  of  the  faithfull  unto  the  cathedralls  did  diminilh  :  whereby  they 
now  become  efpeciallie  in  their  nether  parts  rather  markets  and  (hops 
for  merchandize,  than  folemn  places  of  praier,  whereunto  they  were  firft 
erected."  Second  Booke,  chap.  i.  of  the  Ancient  and  Prefente  Stale  of 
the  Church  of'Eru/land,  p.  135.  See  alfo  Stavely's  Hi/t.  of  Churches  in 
England,  c.  vu.  pp.  108,  feqq.  ;  Stillingfleet's  Ecchf.  Cafes,  p.  650.  and 
the  fourfold  divifion  of  churches  there  Jlated  ejc  LL.  Canuti  Regis. 
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P.i.  L.TI.  c.vr 
p.  227.  i. 


'vT/'f-TomV  Ticinum  and  at.  Rome)  "ut  Jîngulœ  plèbes  arcï)tprcst)rj= 
tmun  habeant"  Where  the  word  " plcbes,"  Thomaffin 
remarks,  much  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  " plurium  paro- 
chiarum  tractum  dejignat,  quibus  conjlat  unus  ïrecanatus. 
Quot  plebes,  totidem  debent  ejje  arcf)i'pr?sbQtert,  qui  follici- 
tudinem  gérant,  non  laicorum  tantàm  Jldelium,  fed  paro- 
chorum.  Sicut  epifcopus  matrici  prœejî  ecclejïœ,  ita  arcï)(= 
pvesbyteri  prcefint  plebibus,  &c."  By  which  explanation 
this  artïjtpresïjMeral  regiment  is  made  to  fall  in  with 
our  then  civil  ftate  as  founded  by  Alfred1; — the  confti- 
tution  of  which  is  faid  to  have  beftowed  on  the  firft 
reprefentative  of  the  arebprtest's  office,  in  ante-Norman 
England,  the  title  of  iïecanus  ;  as  the  final  claufe  of  the 
fame  canon,  "  cuncta  tamen  référant  ad  epifcopum"  (the 
bifhop  being  the  author  of  the  appointment)  diftinguilhed 
it  by  the  adjunct  of  "epifcopi" 

To  purfue  the  fubject  of  the  ïïean  rural's  origin  no 
further — it  is  certain,  that,  in  the  year  mlii.,  this  then 
important  perfonage  appears,  for  the  firft  time,  in  the 
tomes  of  the  councils  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
under  the  ftyle  and  title  of  Uecanus  lEptscopi2 — in  which 
capacity  he  takes  cognifance  of  the  violation  of  the 
peace  within  his  fceanrg,  and,  with  the  earl  and  king, 
receives  a  lhare  of  the  emendation  or  fine  of  £.8 
awarded  upon  it — the  king  having  one  hundred  millings, 


LL.  Edward 
Conf.  cap.  31. 
Spelman.  Gloff. 
Archeeol.  p.  1(55 
Gibfon  C.I.E.A 
Tft.XI.IT.  C.VIII 


G.  Sharp's  Ac- 
count of  the  An- 
cient Divifton 
&c.  p.  3. 


C'arpentier:  Ap- 
pend.ad  Dncang. 
Tom.  n.  col.16. 


(')  "The  firft  divifion  of  this  kingdom  into  hundreds  and  tithings 
was  ordained  by  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  King  Alfred,  who  is  expreffly 
faid  to  have  therein  followed  the  prudent  counfel  given  by  Jethro  to 
Mofes,  Deut.i.  9—17." 

(-)  Uccanus  eutgeopt— "  idem  qui  vulgo  ISctanug  ifturalte  aid  ©hrts- 
tianitatig." 
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the  earl  of  the  county  fifty  (hillings — "  Decanus  autem 
fptscopt  in  cujus  îrecanatu  pax  fracta  fuerit  reliquos  decern" 
— which  words  can  be  applied  only  to  the  office  of  rural 
Ifenns,  according  to  the  refpective  diftricts  which  they 
had  in  the  parts  of  every  diocefe.  "  There  could  be 
no  breach  of  the  king's  peace,"  fays  Sir  H.  Spelman, 
gloffing  upon  this  canon,  "  but  it  muft  also  break  the 
peace  and  unity  of  the  church  ;  therefore,  the  bifhop's 
&ean,  in  whofe  fceanrg  the  peace  was  broken,  had  ten 
millings  for  his  part  of  the  mulct  or  fine  thereof." 

Under  the  government  of  the  Saxons  the  iKan  rural 
feems  to  have  had  more  to  do  with  civil  than  fpiritual 
office,  and,  in  that  refpect,  to  have  differed  from  the 
fai'can  arcftpresurjter  of  the  continent  of  the  fame  and 
earlier  date.  When  the  arcfjt'presbytcrate  was  converted 
into  the  ïrecanate,  and  the  arrijprtest  into  the  toan,  the 
office  itfelf  feems  to  have  been  fomewhat  fecularized, 
and  the  officer  made  a  fort  of  country  magiftrate.  But, 
in  truth,  the  notices  of  the  îïcan  are  fo  fcanty,  and  the 
authority  of  the  church  and  ftate  fo  blended  together 
among  the  Saxons,  in  fupporting  the  common  interefls 
of  religion  and  government,  that  we  cannot  pretend  to 
explain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  particular  duties 
that  devolved  on  him  in  their  ecclefiaftical  polity  apart 
from  their  civil.  As  far  as  they  go,  the  laws  of  King 
Edward  and  their  additaments  are  authentic  memorials 
(I  believe — though  Atterbury  queftions,  in  part,  their 
genuinenefs)  of  the  ecclefiaftical  regime  of  the  eleventh 
century  ;  and  I  would  that  they  were  more  full  on  the 
fubject  of  our  inquiry,  inftead  of  throwing,  as  is  the  cafe, 
little  light  upon  it  ! 

The  fcean  of  thefe  laws  being  called  ÏJtcanus  cpi'scopt, 


Ancient  Govern- 
mentof England, 
lieliq.  Spelman, 
p.  50. 


See  Wilkins, 
Not.  ad  LL. 
Ecclef.  S.  Edw. 
Vol.  I.  p.  310. 
Charge  to  the 
Archdeaconry 
of  Tolnefs, 
MIWXVIII. 


Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Vol. if.  Tit.  XLil. 
cap.  vin.  p.  971. 
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Origines  Angli- 
cance.  Vol.  II. 
c.  III.  p.  66. 


LL.  Edward. 
Confefs.  cap.  31. 
A:  Scriptores 
poli  Bedam, 
p."60V. 

Hog.  Hoveden. 
Annal.  Legg, 
Will.  Senior. 
C.  /.  E.A.  ubi 
fuprà,  p.  971. 
Hift.  of  Man- 
cMefter,  B.  n. 
c.  fx.  §  III. 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.1,  p.  311. 


Ecclef.  Laws, 
mi.xiv.  note  {g). 


"  without  doubt,"  Bifliop  Gibfon  argues,  "  was  appointed 
by  the  bifliop,  to  have  the  infpeetion  of  the  clergy  and 
people,  within  the  diftrict  in  which  he  was  incumbent, 
under  him,  and  him  alone." — But  fo  much  is  left  to 
conjecture,  as  to  the  conftitution  of  Ms  office,  that  Dr. 
Inett,  drawing  a  different  conclufion,  is  inclined  to  view 
him,  not  as  a  localized  functionary  with  a  fettled  diftrict 
of  supervifion,  but  rather  as  a  fpiritual  emiffary,  like  the 
archdeacon  of  that  day,  a  diocefan  officer,  with  occa- 
fional  delegations  of  power  from  the  bifliop,  as  circum- 
ftances  required  ; — a  different  perfonage  quite  from  the 
incumbent  bean  rural  of  after  days.  And  yet,  the  laws 
of  the  Confeflbr,  be  it  remembered,  fpeak  of  the  "  becanus 
in  a/jus  becanatu  &c."  as  if  the  officer  intended  were  in 
immediate  connexion  with  a  particular  bcanrn,  and  not 
a  remote  non-refident  delegate,  difpatched  on  emergen- 
cies from  the  epifcopal  fee.  That  he  was  a  refidentiary 
officer,  again,  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Whitaker  ;  who  views 
the  code  of  the  Confeflbr  as  a  document  that  may  be 
relied  on,  and  draws  from  it  a  general  inference  that  the 
rural  bean  was  everywhere  fettled,  and  the  rural  bcanrn 
everywhere  laid  out,  among  our  Saxon  anceftors — an 
inference  by  no  means  warranted. 

If  the  officer  called  "  minifter  e})ifcoj)i"  in  the  tenth 
canon  of  the  fame  code  be,  as  is  reafonably  entertained, 
the  fame  functionary  as  the  "ïietanus  tptscop  i  "  of  the 
thirty-firft  canon,  we  have  an  extenfion  of  his  powers 
from  matters  connected  with  the  king  s  peace,  to  that  of 
the  management  of  an  or  deal-trial  Mr.  Jolmfon,  how- 
ever, does  not  apply  the  "bifhop's  miaijfer"  to  the  bran, 
but  to  the  archdeacon,  "  or  whatever  officer  the  bifliop 
thought  fit  to  fend."   Who  more  fit  than  the  local  orîJi'nanj, 
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the  trean  of  the  diftrict,  in  which  the  ordeal  was  to  be 
held1? 

I  do  not  fay  pofitively  that  the  firft  rural  arcïjjpusbyter, 
or  liean,  was  not  a  diocefan  emiffary  of  the  nature  re- 
ferred to  by  Dr.  Inett  ;  nor  that  the  type  of  his  office  was 
not  founded  on  the  eaftern  model  of  the  fee  of  Laodicea  ; 
where  the  periotreuta  was  fometimes  a  resident  curator, 
fometimes,  and  perhaps  more  frequently,  an  itinérant 
coadjutor  of  the  urban  biftiop — after  the  abolition  of  the 
cljorcpiscopus,  who  was  the  city-bifhop's  previous  help- 
mate.— There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  fifty-feventh 
canon  of  Laodicea  known  to  the  Anglican  church  at  the 
time  of  the  fynod  of  Celcyth  ;  in  the  fourth  canon  of 
which  it  is  decreed,  "ut  fynodalia  edicta  univerfalium  fex  cc.m.b.hh, 
conciliorum  cum  decretis  pontificum  Romanorum  fœpiùs 
lectitcntur,  obferventur,  et  juxta  eorum  exemplar  ecclejiœ 
Jtatus  corrigatur,  ut  ne  quid  novi  ab  aliqidbus  introduci 
permittatur,  ne  Jit  fchifma  in  ecclejiâ  Dei."  From  whence 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  church  of  England  received 
the  whole  body  of  canons  and  codes  contained  in  the 
firft  fix  general  councils,  and,  of  courfe,  thofe  of  the 
topical  councils  ratified  and  confirmed  by  them  {fee  Preface,  exiii. 
the  fécond  Volume  of  the  Clergyman's  Vade-Mecum  by 
Mr.  Johnfon),  of  which  collection  the  Laodicean  decrees 
formed  a  part. 

The  ancient  church  of  our  ifland  had  ever  a  great 
regard  to  the  Orientals  ;  as  appears  from  another  claufe 


Vol.  i.  p.  147. 


Ecclef.  Laws, 

PCCLXXXV.?/0*1', 

can.  iv. 


(')  Collier  interprets  the  phrafe  by  the  bi/Jwp's  official.     On  the  Ecclef.  Hijtory, 

Anglo-Saxon  ordeals,  fee  Wilkins  LL.  Ince,  p.  27  ;  Collier's  Ecclef.  Hi/t.  B.ni.p.228. 
of  Great  Britain,  B.  m.  p.  231.;  and  Turner's  Hi/lory  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  Vol.  ii.  chap.  vin.  p.  266.  4to.  edit. 
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of  the  canon  juft  cited,  whereby  it  is  enacted  that  the 
Englifh  monks  and  regulars  mould  ufe  the  habits  of  the 
Orientals. — So  that,  it  is  poffible,  our  church  may  have 
derived  the  rjt'stttng  presenter's  office  direct  from  the  Eaft, 
inftead  of  receiving  it  mediately  from  France. 

The  evidence,  however,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  the  firft  tfttm 
rural  of  Britain — the  ùccanus  epi'scopt — (whether  the  offi- 
cer be  of  Oriental  or  Gallican  derivation)  would,  affuredly, 
lead  us  to  fuppofe  him  a  local  incumbent  invefted  with 
a  capacity  to  vifit  and  correct  defaults  within  his  jurif- 
diction,  rather  than  a  mere  diocefan  mandatary. 
m/tory  of  Man- .     Tn  the  kingdom  of  France,  where  the  ecclefiaftical 

chrjter,  \  ol.  II.  ©  > 

B-"oC  IX  *ra-  records  have  been  more  carefully  preferved,  and  our 
ecclefiaftical  notices  are  more  numerous  and  accurate, 
the  ïrenns  were,  undoubtedly,  not  diocefan  emiflaries,  but 
local  incumbents.  "  We  fee  them,"  fays  Mr.  Whitaker, 
"  eftablifhed  in  their  îïcanries,  and  making  vifitations  in 
them,  as  early  as  dcccl  ;  and,  even  feveral  years  earlier, 
invefted  with  a  confiderable  authority,  and  acting  as 
ecclefiaftical  judges  immediately  below  the  archdeacon 
and  biftiop."    For  this  ftatement  Mr.  Whitaker  cites  as 

P.  393.  his  authorities,  Hincmar.  p.  716.  Tom.  i.  Articles  of  En- 

quiry made  by  the  3t)eans;  and  Baluzius,  c.  860  &  1123. 
Tom.  i.  I  fuppofe  these  were  the  moft  ancient  examples 
which  this  very  learned  antiquary  could  produce.  But, 
the  reader  will  have  feen,  my  refearches  have  been  more 

ss.ee.  Tom.vi.  fuccefsful,  and  have  carried  back  the  office  in  France  to 

col.  539.  7 

the  fixth  century — to  the  council  of  Tours 1  (A.  D.  dlxvii.) 


(')  There  is  a  canon  of  this  council  of  Tours  well  worthy  of  notice 
in  thefe  our  days,  when  the  ufages  of  antiquity  are,  from  finifter  mo- 
tives, fo  often  mifreprefented  with  regard  to  the  diftribution  of  church 

property  ;— 
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— a  period  when,  according  to  Baronius,clmrch-difcipline 

was  very  energetically  fupported  by  the  Gallican  prelates,  I 

— "  ob  complures  S.  epifcopos,  qui  pneerant  diver/arum  Baromi  Armai. 

,  r.  ,  v  i  r    n-         »•/•    Eccle&qft.  Tom. 

provinciarum  ecclejiis,  vigebat  maynopere  ecclejiajtica  aij-  vu.  coi.  776. 
cipïïna  &c."  Refident  bt'can  nrcfcprcslnjtns  are  there 
i  noticed,  as  in  the  full  exercife  of  their  infpectionary 
powers  :  and  they  are  again  and  again  mentioned,  as  I 
have  already  obferved  in  the  firft  branch  of  our  inquiry, 
in  the  writings  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  a  little  before  the 
date  of  the  council  referred  to.  But  to  return  home  : —  j 
Whether  the  ïïecanal  office  of  the  country  was  of  much, 
or  even  any,  higher  antiquity  in  the  Britith  ifles,  than 
the  eleventh  century,  I  cannot  difcover1: — the  proba- 


property  ; — though  Mr.  Hale,  in  his  admirable  treatife  "  on  the  fuppofed 
exijlence  of  a  quadripartite  and  tripartite  divifion  of  tithes  in  England, 
for  maintaining  the  clergy,  the  poor,  and  the  fabric  of  the  church"  and 
in  his  evidence  before  Parliament  on  the  fame  fubject,  has  fet  that  fallacy 
at  reft  for  ever,  as  far  as  regards  our  own  country  : — to  one  of  the  reci- 
pients of  the  bounty  in  queftion,  the  canon  of  Tours  referred  to  applies 
— viz.  the  poor. — So  far  from  the  Gallican  church  having  been,  at  that 
time,  alone  burthened  with  the  poor,  the  council  orders  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  each  place,  lag  and  clerical,  fliould  fupport  their  oxen  poor  ; — 
"  Ut  unaquœque  civitas  pauperes  et  egenos  incolas  alimentis  congruen-  ss.CC.  Tom  vi. 
tibus  pafcat  fecundum  vires,  ut  tarn  vicani  presbyleri,  quàm  cives  omnes,  co1- 53G- 
Juum  pauperem  pafvant  :  quo  fet  ut  ipfi  pauperes  per  civitates  alias 
non  vagentur."    (Concil.  Turon.  n.  A.D.  dlxvii.) 

(')  A  naked  traditional  account  of  an  earlier  ï)can  is  preferved  in  the  Whitaker's  Hift. 

curious  memoir,  the  Status  de  Blackburn/hire.    The  ftory  ftates,  that  the  \°fWhaU/?'^:Um 

J  J  c.  i.  pp.31, 32. 

incumbents  of  Whitechurch  under  the  Leigh  (Walley)  wrote  themfelves, 
and  were  ufually  ftyled,  not  rectors,  but  tieang  ;  of  which  the  reafon  is 
fuppofed  to  be,  that,  on  account  of  the  remote  and  almoft  inacceflible 
fituation  of  the  place,  entangled  with  woods  and  overrun  with  wild  beads, 
the  bilhops  of  Lichfield  devolved  upon  them  a  large  portion  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  jurifdiction,  referving  only  to  themfelves  the  decifion  of  certain 

difficult 
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bility  is,  that  it  was  not.    The  non-exiftence  of  a  gene- 
rally diftributed  parochial  clergy  before  that  date,  was  a 
bar  to  its  inftitution.    There  was  no  call  for  the  office  ; 
conc.Berghamfi.  and  there  is  no  trace  of  its  exiftence.    The  duties  of 

CC.M.B.elH.  i  i  • 

vol.  i.  p.  60.  the  continental  arcfjprestwtu  were  thrown  on  the  ordi- 
nary prieft  of  England  by  the  feventh  canon  of  the 
Dooms  Ecclefiaftical  of  King  Withred  (A.  D.  dcxcvi),  and 

cann.fub  Ed-    by  the  fixtli  of  King  Edgar's  Canons  (A.D.  dcccclx). 

garoJiege,c.vn.       J  o  o  \  / 

cc.M.B.etH.  From  the  former,  it  is  clear,  that  the  prieft  was  thought 

Vol.  I.  p.  225.  .  '  r  il- 

to  be  under  obligation  to  preient  offenders  to  the  bifhop 
— "  Si  facerdos  injujlum  concubitum  permiferit  &c.  :"  and 
by  the  latter,  fuch  a  prefentment  is  expreflly  taught  ; 
— "  Docemus  etiam,  ut  qidlibet  facerdos  in  fynodo  emmciet, 

fi  in  parochiâ  Jua  no/cat  aliquem  erga  deum  contumacem, 
vel  qui  in  peccatum  mortale  male  incident,  quern  ad  emenda- 
tionem  inclinare  nequit,  vel  non  audet  propter  feculares." 

Had  the  îïcan  of  King  Edward's  laws,  viewed  in  the 
character  of  a  fpiritual  fupervifor  of  morals  and  religion 
(fuch  as  he  was  in  his  arcï)iprcsuy  tpraï  capacity  in  France) 
been  in  exiftence  at  the  date  of  the  Berghamftead 
fynod,  or  even  the  later  Canons  of  Edgar,  the  duty  of 
delating  offenders  &c.  had,  probably,  devolved  on  him  ; 
— fuch  having  been  the  accufatorial  office  of  his  coun- 
tertype  of  France,  many  centuries  before  the  latter 

I  date,  and  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  before 

I  the  former. 

cc.M.B.etH.      Again,  the  Laws  of  fatisf action  for  violation  of  orders, 

Vol.  L  p.  62. 


difficult  and  important  cafes  :  that  this  conftitution  remained  for  four 
hundred  and  feventy  years  before  the  conqueft  &c.  &c.  Dr.  Whitaker 
coniiders  this  ecclefiaftic  not  to  have  been  a  rural  focan.  See  fome 
remarks  upon  his  anomalous  femi-fecular  character,  in  an  earlier  page. 


Whitaker,  ib. 
pp.  39,  40. 
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of  the  aforefaid  King  Withred  {A.D.  dcxcvi),  recite  I 
the  different  Ecclejiajlical  Degrees,  and  the  fines  or 
emendations  to  be  paid  by  perfons  guilty  of  violating 
them  ;  but  there  is  no  notice  of  any  functionary  be- 
tween the  prieft  and  bifhop  :  nor  does  any  fuch  appear 
in  the  Dialogue  of  Ecgbert  (A.D.  dccxxxiv)  ;  one  of  the  cc.M.B.etn. 
refponfes  of  which  apportions  the  quantum  of  penance  °  '  P 
and  price,  inflicted  by  the  church,  for  the  murder  of  a 
bifhop,  a  presbyter,  a  deacon,  and  a  monk.  If  arch- 
deacons and  nrcïjprtsbnters  were  then  in  exiftence  in  the 
Englifh  church,  they  were  not  rated  in  the  fcale  of 
appreciation.  The  legiflative  arithmetic,  by  which  every 
perfon  among  the  Anglo-Saxons  was  valued  at  a  certain 
fum,  denominated  his  trine,  took  no  cognifance  of  them 
by  any  fuch  compenfatory  payment.  But  fee  the  re- 
marks prefently  following. 

The  learned  author  of  our  Ecclefiajtical  Codex  re-  Gibfon's  cw. 
marks  (Tit.  xlii.  cap.  viii.  of  rural  beans),  that  "the  p.  971.' 
office  is  mentioned  in  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Confeffor, 
as  an  office  of  antiquity  at  that  time."  But  I  do  not 
fee  that  the  words  of  the  particular  canon  referred  to 
authorife  the  opinion  that  the  office  was  one  of  long 
flanding,  here  in  England,  at  the  period  in  queftion,  (if 
fuch  be  Gibfon's  meaning,)  though  it  was  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Indeed,  for  the  reafons  juft  ftated,  it 
probably  could  not  have  been. 

But  upon  this  fubject  of  the  antiquity  of  the  office,  it  cc.M.B.etH. 
may,  in  palling,  be  obferved,  (indeed  I  owe  it  to  Mr.  dcccclxvii. 
Brewfter,  the  author  of  the  Collectanea  Ecclefiaftica,  not  ChronJ.Brom* 

'  «•  J         3  ton,  001.871. 

to  pafs  it  over  unnoticed,)  that  the  "pracfectus  epfscopi"  cc.M.B.etH, 
of  King  Edgar's  Law  Ecclefiajtical  (in.  de  decimis) — the  ^.Àmxxxih. 
"sncer&os  cpt'scopt"  of  John  Bromton's  text  of  the  fame, 
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Origines  An- 
glicana,  Vol.  n. 
p.  59. 


Brady's  Glnff. 
p.  59. 

Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  n. 
p.  337. 


Homer.  Iliad. 
A.  514. 


— and  the  "  propositus  cptscopf"  of  Canute's  Laws  Eccle- 
fiaftical  (vin.  de  decimis  reddendis),  may  poffibly  mean 
the  toan  rural  ;  as  the  terms  "  prœfectus  "  and  "  propo- 
situs "  are  often  applied  to  urban  titans,  and  may,  by 
parity  of  conftruction,  be  transferred  to  bfcan  alfo1.  Upon 
thefe  tithe-canons  of  Edgar  and  Canute,  and  the  officers 
employed  in  adminiftering  them  (called  by  Dr.  Inett 
"  the  bilhop's  deputies  "),  I  mail  have  occafion  again  to 
fpeak,  under  the  head  of  rural  cfiapters,  as  courts  of| 
©ïm'sttantty  for  the  recovery  of  church-dues  ; — merely  j 
here  fubjoining,  that  the  more  ufual  interpretation  of 
the  term  "  |3racposttus  lEptscopt"  is  the  Bifhop's  Reeve2. 

As  no  precife  time  can  be  determined  when  the  office 
of  rural  fcean  firft  began,  and  no  writers  have  affigned  the 
caufe  or  reafon  of  its  inftitution  in  this  country,  the  Vicar 
of  Ambrofden  expreiïes  a  conviction  that  its  very  ex- 
igence is  to  be  primarily  fought  in  an  imitation  of  the 
■  civil  economy  of  the  ftate.  The  parallel  drawn  of  the 
lay  and  clerical  politia  of  the  day  by  this  learned  writer 
— in  ecclefiaftical  antiquities  àvrjp  noWûv  àvrâÇtoç  aAAwi/ — 
is  ingenious  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  however  ftrong  the 
analogy  pointed  out  between  the  two,  there  are  obftacles 
to  the  admiffion  of  the  hypothefis  that  the  rural  t/eansfii'p 
of  the  church  originated  in  an  imitation  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  tithing-man  of  the  ftate.  Still,  the  parallel 
is  fo  nicely  worked  out  by  Kennett,  fo  interefting  in  its 


Erclef.  Ilijlory 
<JGt.  Britain, 
B  in.  p.  180. 


(')  See  Ducange's  Glojfar.  in  voce  Prœpqfdus,  Tom.  v.  p.  759.,  and 
Wharton's  Anglia  Sacra,  Vol.  i.  pp.  431.448.  559,  for  examples. 

(2)  Mr.  Collier,  in  his  verfion  of  the  third  canon  of  Edgar's  Conftitu- 
tions,  introduces  the  bifliop  himfelf,  inftead  of  his  officer,  as  the  tithe- 
arbitrator,  in  conjunction  with  the  meriff  and  the  parfon  of  the  parifh. 
Of  Canute's  canon  he  takes  no  notice. 
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details,  and  fo  pertinent  to  this  part  of  our  fubject,  that 
I  am  induced  to  lay  it  before  the  reader  in  the  words 
of  the  author  ; — premifing,  that  he  does  not  profefs  to 
inveftigate  the  original  inftitution  and  jurifdiction  of 
rural  ïicnns  beyond  our  own  church  and  nation,  nor 
attempt  to  extend  the  refemblance  to  any  other  coun- 
tries than  thofe  having  the  like  civil  government. 

"In  the  external  policy  of  the  Chriftian  church,"  I 
fays  Dr.  Kennett,  "feveral  ecclefiaftical  offices  of  dig- 
nity and  power  were  modelled1  by  the  examples  of 
places  and  perfons  in  the  civil  government.  It  was  fo 
in  the  primitive2  ages  through  the  Eaft  and  Weftern 
empires,  where  (as  if  the  church  by  this  compliment 
courted  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  ftate)  the  titles 
and  pre-eminence  of  patriarchs,  primates,  metropolitans, 
and  fome  other  dignitaries,  took  the  rife  and  foundation 
from  the  temporal  powers,  that  is,  from  their  different 
exercife  of  government  in  cities  and  countries.  The 
office  of  rural  ïncnns  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  fame 
emulation  of  following  the  methods  and  forms  of  civil 
government  ;  and  therefore,  as  in  this  northern  king- 
dom, for  the  better  confervation  of  peace,  and  the  more 
eafy  adminiftration  of  juftice,  every  hundred  was  divided 
into  ten  diftricts  or  tithings  ;  each  tithing  made  up  of 


( 1  )  Thus  fpake  the  feventeenth  canon  of  the  Œcumenic  Council  of 
Chalcedon,yî<6  fine — to7ç  ttoXitikois  koi  hrnxo<rloi<;  rviroiq  koi  tu>v  Lkk\y\- 
GtaGTiKcav  -irapoiKtwv  t)  ra£tç  àaoXovdeiTw.  (Editor.) 

(2)  See  Walafrid  Strabo's  Comparatio  ecclef lajlicorum  ordinum  et 
fecularium,  in  his  work  '  De  exordiis  et  incrementis  rerum  ecclefiajli- 
carum,'  cap.  31:  alfo  the  running  glofs  of  Muratori  upon  the  lower 
grades  of  ecclefiaftic  and  fecular  offices  of  the  fame  author,  in  his  Anti- 
quitates  Medii  A'lvi,  Dillertat.  decima,  Tom.  i.  col.  519.  (Editor.) 


Routh  Ofjiifcul. 
Ecclef.  Vol.  II. 


Hittorpii  de  Di- 
vinis  Cathol. 
Ecclef.  Officiis, 
Tom.  I.  col. 
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LL.  Edward. 

Confcfs.  32.  de 
cenlurionibus. 


Ibid  cap.  33. 
de  hundredis. 


W.  K.  STOS.  S(M>. 
Par.  Antiq.  Vol. 
it.  p.  338. 


ten  friborgs,  each  friborg  of  ten  families  ;  and  in  every 
fuch  tithing  '■Jtatucrunt  juftitiarios  juper  quofque  decern 
friborgos,  quos  îictaitos  pq/Jumus  appeïïare,  Anglicè  vero 
Tiei)lift|to&,  i.e.  caput  (le  decern1;'  which  juftices,  or  civil 
îjeans,  were  to  examine  and  determine  all  leffer  caufes 
between  villages  and  neighbours  ;  to  levy  the  fines  or 
emendations  according  to  legal  forfeitures  ;  to  compofe 
all  occafional  differences,  and  prefcribe  the  meafures  of 
Satisfaction  ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  to  keep  their  ftated 
meetings  for  complaint  and  inquiry  ;  but  to  refer  all 
greater  or  more  criminal  caufes  to  the  fuperior  juftices, 
or  thofe  who  had  jurifdiction  over  the  whole  hundred2. 
So,  in  compliance  with  this  fecular  method,  the  fpiritual 
governors,  the  biihops,  divided  each  diocefe  into  fccanc- 
rtes  or  tithings,  each  of  which  was  the  diftrict  of  ten 
parilhes  or  churches  ;  and  over  every  fuch  diftrict  they 
appointed  a  bean,  who  mould  in  like  manner  reconcile 
the  differences  of  Chriftian  neighbours  ;  and  receive 
complaints,  and  inquire  into  grievances,  and  impofe  the 
leffer  cenfures  of  the  church  :  and  for  tins  purpofe  to 


(')  Caput  de  decern — Dcccmbtr — Spelman.  Margin.  Annot.  Glojfar. 
Archœol.  p.  24S.  See  alfo  Dugdale's  Origines  Juridic.  c.  x.  Court  Ba- 
ron, p.  25.  "  13cranu£,  Friboroughed  or  Headborough."  The  oceafion 
of  the  lay-inftitution  is  given  in  full  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  from  the 
original  laws  c.  xx.  loc.  cit.  Glojfar.  Archœol.— ^and  tranflated  in  The  An- 
cient Government  of  England,  p.  51.  (Editor.) 

(2)  "  The  lords  of  the  hundred,  by  the  laws  of  Hen.  I.  c.  S.,  were  to 
hold  their  courts  twelve  times  in  the  year,  i.e.  once  a  month;  efpecially, 
a  full  appearance  was  required  twice  a  year.  So  the  t)ran$  had  their 
fynods." 

"The  like  limilitude  between  the  earl  and  the  bifhop;  both  their 
seftimations  valued  alike  in  the  laws  of  King  Ethelflan  ;  and  two  fchire- 
motes  every  year,  as  tsvo  epifcopal  fynods." 
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hold  their  folemn  chapters,  and  prefide  in  them,  and  judi- 
cially determine  all  matters  of  lefs  concern  ;  but  to  refer 
the  cognifance  of  all  greater  caufes,  and  fufFer  appeals 
to  the  fuperior  courts  of  ©fin'sttantty,  and  fo  on,  to  the 
I  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  judicature 1." 

"  Thefe  ïïcans  were  conftituted  over  fuch  a  number  of 
churches  within  a  large  city,  and  were  then  called  ijecam 


(')  The  like  office  of  Ocang  began  very  early  in  the  greater  monafte- 
ries,  obferves  Bifliop  Kennett,  efpecially  in  thofe  of  the  Benedictine 
order  ;  where  the  whole  convent  was  divided  into  decuries,  in  which  the 
Dean  or  tenth  perfon  prefided  over  the  other  nine  ;  took  an  account  of 
all  their  manual  operations  ;  fuffered  none  to  leave  their  ftation,  or  omit 
their  particular  duty,  without  exprefs  leave  ;  vifited  their  cells  or  dormi- 
tories every  night;  attended  them  at  table,  to  keep  order  and  decorum 
at  their  meals  ;  guided  their  conference  ;  directed  their  ftudies,  and  ob- 
ferved  their  converfation  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  held  frequent  chapters, 
wherein  they  took  public  cognifance  of  all  irregular  practices  ;  and 
impofed  fome  lelfer  penances  ;  but  fubmitted  all  their  proceedings  to  the 
abbot  or  prelate,  to  whom  they  were  accountable  for  their  power,  and 
the  abufes  of  it.  And  in  the  larger  houfes,  where  the  numbers  amounted 
to  feveral  decuries,  the  fenior  Dean  had  a  fpeciul  pre-eminence,  and  had 
fometimes  the  care  of  all  the  others  devolved  upon  him  alone.  And 
therefore  the  inftitution  of  catheDral  Dcang  was  certainly  owing  to  this 
practice.  When  in  epifcopal  fees  the  bifliops  difperfed  the  body  of  their 
clergy  by  affixing  them  to  parochial  cures,  they  referved  a  college  of 
priefts  or  fecular  canons  for  their  counfel  and  affiftance,  and  for  the  con- 
fiant celebration  of  divine  offices  in  the  mother  or  cathedral  church  ; 
where  the  tenth  perfon  had  an  infpecting  and  prefiding  power,  till  the 
fenior  or  principal  Of  an  fwallowed  up  the  office  of  all  the  inferior,  and  in 
fubordination  to  the  bifliop  was  head  or  governor  of  the  whole  fociety. 
His  office,  as  defcribed  in  the  churches  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  and 
St.  Paul's,  was  to  have  authority  over  all  the  canons,  presbyters,  and 
vicars  ;  to  give  polfeflion  to  them  when  inftituted  by  the  bifliop  ;  to 
infpect  their  difcharge  of  the  cure  of  fouls  ;  to  convene  chapters,  and 
prefide  in  them  ;  there  to  hear  and  determine  proper  caufes  ;  and  to  vifit 
all  churches  once  in  three  years  within  the  limits  of  their  jurifdiction. 

VOL.  I.  H 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  n. 
pp.  339,  feqq. 
Regul.  S.Bened. 
63.  et  Synod. 
Mcgunt.  i.  c.  10. 
B.  llidor.  de 
Eccl.  Offic.  L.n. 
c.  15. 

S.  Hieronvm.  ad 
Euftoch.  Epiji. 
xxii.  c.  xv.  de 
Cœnobitis.  See 
H  D.lt.  P.r. 
s.  I.  fub  fine. 

Alteferra  AJcet. 
L.  II.  cap.  9. 


Synod.  Aqnif- 
gran.  can.  55. 


Monaft.  Angli- 
can. Tom.  III. 
pp.  241.  386. 
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uruarn  and  tricant  ;  or  elfe  over  the  like  extent  of  country 
churches,  and  were  then  ftrictly  called  fcecant  rurales. 
And,  indeed,  the  ti thing-men  in  the  ftate,  and  the  rural 
beans  in  the  church,  had  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction 
and  the  exercife  of  it  fo  much  alike,  that  the  one  could 
be  no  lefs  than  a  tranfeript  of  the  other.  And,  there- 
fore, it  is  farther  obfervable,  that  we  meet  with  no  fuch 
offices  as  rural  ïïcans  in  Italy  or  Spain  ;  but,  I  think, 
only  in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  or  thofe  northern 
parts,  where  the  like  cuftom  in  civil  policy  prevailed. 
And  as  hundreds  and  tithings  kept  their  name,  when 
they  bare  no  longer  a  ftrict  relation  to  the  number  of 
villages  or  people  ;  fo  likewife  the  rural  îfcaneues  conti- 
nued, when  they  loft  their  firft  allufion  to  ten  parilhes 
or  churches,  and  the  diftrict  of  them  was  contracted  or 
enlarged  at  the  pleafure  of  the  bilhop1." 

"  Though  fome  ïïeanrtcs  do  ftill  retain  the  primitive 
allotment  of  ten  churches,  efpecially  in  Wales,  where 
the  moft  ancient  ufages  continue  in  the  diocefe  of  St. 
Afaph,  the  fceanues  of  Bromfleld  and  Yale,  and  of  Kid- 
wen  ;  in  Bangor  diocefe,  the  ïïcann'es  of  Llin  and  of 
Llivon;  in  the  Diocefe  of  Landaff,  the  treanry  of  Ulk;  in 
that  of  St.  David's,  the  ijcanru  of  Emlin,  have  the  pre- 
cife  number  of  ten  parith  churches.    And  feveral  other 


Regni  dnglue  (')  "  Totum  Anglice  Regnum,"  fays  Dr.  Cofin,  "  ratioiie  ecclefiajlicœ 
^cclefmjlica,  *n  eo  jurifdictionis,  dividitur  in  duas  archiepifcopales  provincias — Can- 
cap.  iv.  tuarienjem  et  Eboracenfem.     Utraque  provincia  in  fuas  epifcopales 

diœcefes,  fingulce  propemodum  diœcefes,  prœferùm  quœ  majores  funt, 
in  ar'ckidiaconatus,  quandoque  quartam  partem  diœeefa  continentes  ; 
tecanatug,  quibus  prœficiuntur  rurales  ïlctant  antiquis  arcl)tprcst>gtcri«S 
non  muliiim  dijfimiles,  et  compleetenfes  plerumque  îjccctn  parœcias,  qaas 
concilium  Chalcedonenfe  Régionales  vocal;  &c."  (Editor.) 
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ïreanucs,  that  upon  their  new  divifion  were  made  up  of 
two  conjoined,  or  three  contracted  into  two  or  one,  do 
now  contain  the  number  of  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thirty 
churches,  according  to  the  divifion  fo  made.    As  for  I 
inftance,  the  prefent  îïeanrrj  of  Burcefter  is  made  up  of 
thirty-one  parith  churches  :  of  which  the  one  church  of 
Ambrofden  being  excepted,  as  before  the  Reformation 
being  in  the  fccanrn  of  Codefdon,  the  remaining  thirty  do 
expreffly  anfwer  the  three  diftinct  fceanrics  of  Curtling- 
ton,  Iflip,  and  Burcefter,  of  which  the  two  former  were 
annexed  to  the  latter."     Dr.  Whi taker,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Richmondjhire,  Vol.  n.  p.  210,  notices  that  the  rural  ïrcanry 
of  Kendal  conflits  of  ten  parithes,  and  that  of  Kirkby 
Lonfdale  of  the  fame  number  :  though  of  the  latter,  five 
are  in  Lancafture,  four  in  Yorklhire,  and  one  in  Weft- 
moreland,  p.  276.1 

Plaufible  as  is  this  theory  of  the  parochial  antiquary, 
and  true  to  the  extent  of  affording  a  fatisfactory  expla- 
nation of  the  nature  of  the  local  jurifdiction,  and  the 
probable  origin  of  the  name  of  bean,  applied  to  the 
tenant  of  the  arcfttprcsbptnal  office— an  application,  con- 
fefTedly,  fynchronizing  in  its  date  with  the  ftate-polity 
alluded  to,  or  immediately  fucceeding  it2 — it  ftill  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  rife 


(')  See  alfo  Hi/t.  of  Mamhejler,  Vol.  n.  B.  n.  c.  ix.  p.  381. 

(2)  The  date  of  the  inftitution  of  civil  tcanrUg  or  tetania  is  not  Muratnri  Anii- 
exactly  known  :  on  the  continent  it  obtained  earlier  than  among  our-   ^rlff  Differtat 

felves  ;  but  no  where  for  nearly  fix  hundred  years  after  Chrift.    On  the   Dwhna.  Tom.  i. 

col  520 

authority  of  Baluzius,  Muratori  places  it  at  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  cen- 
tury— "primus,  qui  reffionem  civitati  Jubjectam  in  centenas  el  uecantag  | 
divift/fe  crediiur,  fuit  C'hlotharius  II.  Rex  Francorum  circiter  Annum 
Chrijti  Dxcv." 

h2 
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of  the  Spiritual  charge  itfelf  ;  which,  as  identical  with 
that  of  the  rural  arrïjprcsbijtcrsïjtp,  is  traced  to  a  much 
earlier  date  than  the  fecular  office  of  tything-man,  and 
found  where  the  latter  never  exifted.  Lay  influence 
may  have  modified  the  form  and  extent  of  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  jurisdiction,  but  cannot  be  faid  to  have  originated 
an  office  more  ancient  than  its  fancied  archetype. 
clergy  1}  Tot  Accordingly,  by  Atterbury,  when  archdeacon  of  Tot- 
■cftMDccvm.  nefc,  the  fcheme  of  Kennett  was  objected  to,  as  founded 
in  error.  "  It  is  untrue,"  fays  he,  "  that  the  inftitution 
of  rural  ïKans  was  peculiar  to  Germany,  Gaul,  Great 
Britain,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  ;  but  alto- 
gether unknown  to  Italy,  till  the  time  of  Cardinal 
Borromeo1.  The  ground  of  that  error  was  a  falfe 
notion  entertained  by  Kennett,  that  the  îïcan  rural  in 
the  church  anfwered  to  the  tything-man  in  the  (late, 
and  had  the  fame  extent  of  jurisdiction  ;  which  led  him 
to  imagine  that  that  portion  of  a  bifhopric,  which  we 
call  a  rural  tfcanrg,  was  to  be  found  in  no  countries  but 
where  the  like  civil  diftribution  into  tythings  prevailed. 


(')  Dr.  Kennett  and  Dr.  Atterbury  rarely  agreed  upon  any  fubject. 
But  I  believe  the  latter  is  here  right.    The  facts  of  hiftory  are  certainly 
againft  the  hypothefis  of  the  bifliop  of  Peterborough.    We  have  found 
many  inftances  of  this  facerdotal  dignity  in  Italy  and  Spain,  in  the  courte 
of  our  inquiry  :  and,  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife,  the  non-occurrence  of 
the  office  (in  Italy  at  leaft)  would  be  readily  accounted  for  in  the  reafon 
,p  '  '  v-  p- D-      alleged  by  Thomaffin,  (for  he  feems  to  agree  with  Kennett,  as  to  there 
L.  in.  c.  ixxvx    being  no  fuch  officers  in  Italy)  viz.  the  fmallnefs  of  Italian  bifhoprics, 
p.  <94.  in.         an(j  confequent  needleffnefs  of  fubordinate  trranal  jurifdictions.  But, 
in  truth,  archprtcStS  or  ucans  were  of  early  inftitution  in  Italy,  though 
not  exactly  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  were  fubfequently  placed  by  the 
reforming  archbilhop  of  Milan. 
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I  need  oppofe  nothing  to  this  opinion  beyond  the  autho- 
rity of  Sir  H.  Spelman,  in  that  part  of  his  gloffary  which 
he  himfelf  printed;  where  he  tells  us,  that  the  rural 
ttcanrg  anfwered  (not  to  the  fecular  tything,  but  rather 
and  more  nearly)  to  the  county  hundred.    'Uccanntus  9l°ff^-Arf- 

J  '  J  in  v.  bccajiûtuôi 

dicitur  de  portione  epifcopatûs,  centuriœ  feu  hundredo  comi-  p-166- 
tatus  refpondenti,  et  ïiccnno  olim  fuppofitâV  " 

Equally  unfatisfactory  is  the  hypothefis  of  the  bifliop 
of  Peterborough  to  the  accurate  and  penetrating  refearch 
of  Mr.  Whitaker,  the  Hiftorian  of  Manchefter;  who, 
from  his  examination  of  the  Ireanries  of  Lancafhire,  Ihews 
"  the  folly  of  the  inconfiftent  relations,  which  have  been  miiory  of  Man- 

„  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,      .       chelier,  Vol.il. 

equally  adopted  as  true, — that  fceanrtcs  were  made  in  p.  393. 
the  church  in  order  to  correfpond  with  the  ty things,  and 
to  agree  with  the  hundreds  in  the  Hate.  The  uniformity 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  tything  is  aflerted  by  Bifliop 
Kennett.  The  famenefs  of  the  îïeanrrj  and  the  hundred 
is  affirmed  by  Dr.  Warner.  And  both  accounts  are 
equally  adopted  by  Dr.  Burn  in  his  Eccle/iqjtical  Law. 

But  they  are  as  wrong  as  they  are  contradictory."  

"This  ftrange  miftake,"  continues  Whitaker,  "has  fo 
far  influenced  Bifhop  Kennett,  that  falfely  fuppollng  the 
tythings  of  the  ftate  to  have  been  inftituted  by  Alfred,  and 
obliged  not  to  make  the  copy  more  ancient  than  the  origi- 
nal, he  therefore  dates  the  ecclefiaftical  tything  below  the 
age  of  Alfred,  and  afferts  the  latter  to  have  been  in  no 
kingdom  that  had  not  the  former  ;  when  the  latter  was 
confefTedly  in  Wales,  and  actually  in  Ireland,  Hungary, 
Bohemia,  and  Poland,  where  the  former  never  was." 

What,  then,  after  all  this  hypothefis,  contradiction,  and 
uncertainty,  may  we  affume  to  have  been  the  true  reafons 
of  the  firft  rife  and  inftitution  of  this  office  in  England  ? 
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woC/k{  vf"*'        There  were  many  things,  the  Bifhops  Stillingfleet  and 
Attert  •  a     Atterbury,  W-Hh  great  probability,  conjecture,  which  con- 
chidiaconai      tributed  to  letting  the  archdeacons,  and  arcfjpresbrjters  or 
mdccvi'ii.        rural  beans,  into  a  part  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction1; 
Lewis's^/ on  and  thefe  were,  "the  laying  afide  the  cjjorepiscopt  in  the 
»Aops,p.7.       Weftern  parts,"  (of  which  fo  much  has  been  already 
faid),  "  as  taking  too  much  upon  them  " — and  the  pub- 
lic fervices  to  which  the  bifhops,  as  the  king's  barons, 
were  obliged  under  the  Norman  government,  This 
preiTure  of  fecular  bufinefs,  added  to  attendance  at  all 
ecclefiaftical  fynods,  occafioned2  temporary  delegations 
of  the  whole  epifcopal  jurifdiction  to  fome  officers,  and 
of  certain  parts  of  it  to  others,  erected  for  this  purpofe, 
from  whom  the  bifhops  preferved  a  right  of  appeal  ; — 
there  being,  in  the  words  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  "  no  canon, 


Jus  Ecclefiaft. 
ProteftantliXn. 
Tit.  xxxix. 
Tom.  m.  p.  576. 


Of  the  Pacifica- 
tion of  the 
Church,  Works, 
Vbl.ir.  p.  534. 


(')  The  caufes  that  originated  the  Dcart'g  archetype  in  the  eaftern 
church  of  Afia  Minor,  as  affigned  by  Boehmer,  are  worth  noticing — 
"  (Cur  periodeutœ  inftituti.)  §  xxni.  Hoc  fœculo,  variis  inteftinis  malis 
notabili,  qfficium  pcrtoDcutarum  in  quibufdam  ecclefiis  demùm  invaluit, 
turn  quod  epifcopi  primarii  propter  quotidiana  cum  Arianis  aliifque 
certamina,  ferè  a  follicitudine  débita  vifitandi  ecclefias  avocarentur,  et 
fynodis  hinc  inde  co7ivocatis  interejfe,  ab  ecclefiâ  fud  abeffe  juberentur  ; 
turn  etiam  quod  quorundam  provincia  feu  diœcefis  jam  latiùs  extenfa 
effet,  cut  folius  epifcopi  vifdatio  annalis  haud  fufficiebat.  Hâc  de  causâ 
hanc  partem  muneris  fui,  quod  vifitatione  frequent iffimâ  explicandum 
erat,  vicariis  quibufdam  concrediderunt,  qui  a  nutu  epifcoporum  depen- 
debant,  omnia  ad  epifopum  referebant,  et  auctoritate  epifopi  per  dioe- 
ceftn  circumibaitt  &c." 

C)  "  It  is  probable,"  fays  Lord  Bacon  (fomewhat  out  of  temper, 
feemingly,  with  thefe  delegations  of  the  hierarchy),  "  that  bifliops  when 
they  gave  themfelves  too  much  to  the  glory  of  the  world,  and  became 
grandees  in  kingdoms,  and  great  counsellors  to  princes,  then  did  they 
delegate  their  proper  jurifdictions,  as  things  of  too  inferior  a  nature  for 
their  greatnefs  &c." 


Sect.  It]     Scans  &ural  tn  3Englanu,—  parochial  ©lcrgg. 
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or  perfonal  declamatory  claufe,  againft  a  bifliop  giving  fj^T^.^' 
more  or  lefs  of  his  jurifdiction  by  way  of  delegation."  p^cs?  Vol,vn" 
Nay,  we  may  go  further;  and  fay,  with  Mr.  Johnfon,  Preface  to  r«fe- 

J  '  ^    °  ...  .  ,      Mecum,  p.  lxxn. 

that  in  the  codes  of  the  primitive  and  univerfal  church, 
examples  occur  of  every  kind  of  fpiritual  authority,  Bingham 

.n    ,  i       i  -n  •       •       ii      1     •  n  i         O.E.B.ll.  c.m. 

exercifed  by  bilhops  principally,  being,  on  occalions,  de-  s.  5.  c.  vu.  s.  5. 
legated  to  presbyters,  except  that  of  ordination  alone1. 

From  the  conjectures  of  the  cited  bilhops  of  Wor- 
cefter  and  Rochefter,  again,  Dr.  Inett  in  part  diffents, 
ftarting  a  fupplemental  hypothefis  of  his  own,  by  no 
means  unreafonable. — "The  feparation  of  the  eccle-  Origines  Angii- 
fiaftical  and  civil  courts2,  and  fetting  up  the  confiftory,"  chap.'ni.  P.64. 

„   ,  .  .         ,/■        i     •  ro         William  I.  Ann. 

remarks  the  author  ot  the  Origines,  "  made  it  neceiiary  mlxxxt. 
to  change  the  forms  and  circumftances  of  ecclefiaftical 
proceedings,  to  introduce  fuch  new  officers  as  were 


(')  See  Capitul.  Regis  Carolomanni  (A.D.  dccclxxxiii.)  cap.  7.  apud 
Thomafs.  V.  et  N.  E.  D.  Tom.  i.  P.  n.  L.  i.  c.  v.  p.  225.  n. 

(2)  This  feparation  was  made  by  William  I.  But  before  that  period, 
and,  it  may  be,  from  the  firft  introduction  of  Chriftianity,  the  bifliop, 
both  in  England  and  elfewhere,  had  a  feparate  court  for  matters  purely 
fpiritual,  diftinct  from  the  fecular  courts.  This  is  fliewn  by  the  tenth 
anfwer  of  The  Dialogue  o/Ecgbert  (A.D.  dccxxxiv.),  inWilkins;  by 
The  Ecdefiajlic  Laws  of  Hoel  Dda,  L.  n.  c.  xxvm.  (A.D.  dccccxliii.)  ; 
and  by  the  feventh  of  King  Edgar's  Canons  (A.D.  dcccclx.).  Indeed, 
from  the  latter  may  be  inferred  the  exiftence,  in  the  tenth  century,  of  a 
fubordinate  ecclefiaftical  court  invefted  with  a  delegate  power  from  the 
bifliop,  the  final  referee  of  appeal.  "  Docemus  eiiam,"  fays  Edgar's 
canon,  "  ut  nullum  negotium,  quod  inter  facerdotes  ejt,  déférant  adjudi- 
cium  fœculare,  fed  eomponant  ac  pacijicent  illud  proprii  illorum  focii, 
vel  transférant  ad  epifcopum,  fi  opus  fuerit:" — which  maybe  confi- 
dered  as  preparing  the  way  for  the  "  Juflitia  Epif  opi,"  the  judge  de- 
puted by  the  bifliop,  or  the  bifliop's  fpiritual  law,  the  "  Dccanug,"  or 
"  minister  cptSCOpt,  cum  clcricis  fuis,"  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr's  laws,  the 
fuperintendent  of  the  rural  clergy  in  chapter  affembled. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  pp.  84, 
212,  225. 


See  Johnfon's 
Ecclef.  Laws, 
note,  mlxiv. 
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Origines  An- 
glicana.  Vol.  IT. 
chap.  in.  §  XVI. 
p.  64. 


needful  to  convene  and  cite  the  parties  concerned  to 
attend  the  procefs,  and  to  execute  the  fentence  ;  and 
that,  the  better  to  fuit  the  conduct  of  church  affairs  to 
thofe  of  the  ftate,  and  make  this  new  eftablifhment  to 
anfvver  the  ancient  divifion  of  the  kingdom  into  counties 
and  hundreds,  the  bifhops  of  England  did,  about  the 
year  mlxxxv,  divide  their  diocefes  into  archdeaconries 
and  fccanrtcs,  and,  to  fit  theirs  to  the  branches  of  the 
civil  authority,  took  the  archdeacons,  the  urban,  and 
rural  ïrcans,  into  a  fhare  of  their  jurifdiction,  and  fitted 
their  titles  to,  or  rather  borrowed  them  from,  the 
diftrict  they  afligned  them  ;  and  that  hence  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  the  archdeacons,  whofe  courts  were  to  anfwer 
thofe  of  the  county,  had  ufually  the  county  for  their 
diftrict,  and  their  titles  from  the  diftrict  in  which  they 
acted:  and  the  names  of  rural  ijcanrtcs  feem  to  be  taken 
from  the  hundreds,  and  were,  and  generally  are,  the 
fame  to  this  day." 

It  is  not  unlikely,  Dr.  Inett  allows,  that  the  perfonal 
fervices  of  the  bifhops,  as  barons,  might  have  fome  influ- 

I  ence  upon  this  affair  in  England.  "  But  whatever  effects 
the  laying  afide  bfllan  frisfjops  may  have  had  in  other 
weftern  nations,  there  is  no  vifible  reafon  to  believe  that 
it  had  any  influence  on  the  Englifh  church;  for  that 
church  was  not  founded  till  the  inconvenience  of  the 
authority  exercifed  by  the  cftorcpi'scopi  was  become  vifible, 

\  and  provided  againft  by  the  canons  of  the  Chriftian 
church  ;  and  that  office  was  never  received  in  England 
till  after  the  Norman  conqueft1  ;  and  then  the  introducing 


A^cmtntn'f"1  ( 1  )  And  yet  Bifliop  Lloyd  of  St.  Afaph  obferves,  in  his  notice  of  Patrick's 

Church  Govern-  converfion  of  the  Irifh  nation,  his  ordination  of  thirty  bifhops,  and 

menl  &c.  c.  IV.  '  1 

p.  92.  Nennius's 
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the  authority  of  rural  ïïcnns  was  fo  far  from  having  its 
beginning  from  the  ceafing  of  the  office  of  suffragans  to 


Nennius's  tale  (fee  Scriplores  xv.  p.  113.  cap.  lix.),  whereby  they  are 
increafed  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  &e.,  that  "  perhaps  the  meaning 
might  be,  that  befide  thofe  thirty  bifliops  which  Patrick  ordained  for  the 
bifliops'  fees,  he  alfo  ordained  as  many  guffraganS  as  there  were  rural 
ïtanrtcô,  in  each  of  which  there  were  eight  or  nine  parifli-priefts,  taking 
one  icanrg  with  another.  If  St.  Patrick  would  fo  far  confult  the  eafe  of 
the  bifliops,  or  the  people's  convenience,  he  might  do  it  without  altering 
the  fpecies  of  the  church-government."  But  on  the  truth  of  this  tale  of 
St.  Patrick,  fee  Dr.  Maurice's  doubts  in  his  Defence  of  Diocefan  Epifco- 
pacy  in  anfvver  to  Clarkfon,  pp.  153,  feqq.  ;  alfo  Ledwich's  Antiquities  of 
Ireland,  pp.  82,  83.  and  Jamiefon's  Account  of  the  Ancient  Culdees  of 
Iona,  pp.  333,  feqq.  And  although  Holinflied  fays  of  the  office  of  "the 
catheurall  ucanc,"  that  it  was  "  a  calling  not  knowne  in  England  before 
the  conqueft  ;  "  yet  both  the  chronicler  and  the  author  of  the  Origines 
are,  probably,  miftaken.  Of  the  exiftence  of  the  cathcural  Ucan  before 
the  conqueft  there  can  be  no  doubt.  And  the  following  pafiage  from 
Mabillon's  Benedictine  Annuls  makes  the  chorcptecopal  inftitution  more 
ancient  in  our  illand  than  has  been  generally  fuppofed.  "  Non  longe,  à 
loco  ubi  Jletit  Sancti,  Petri  monafterium  extra  civitatem  Cantuariœ,  in 
parte  itidem  orientaU,  exjlabat  vetus  Sancti  Martini  ecclefa,  ubi  Ai/gi/f- 
Unus  fedemfuam  primitîis  fixerai.  I/tic  epifopus,  verius  tftori'ptgCOpuS, 
inflitutus  fuit,  qui  vices  archiepifcopi  ahfentis  in  omnibus  gerebat,  et 
monachos ftbi  ex  majori  ecclefâ,  monachus  ipfe,  in  obfequium  ajffumebat. 
Idem  folemnitates  in  fede  mctropolitanâ  celebrare  folitus,  archidiaconi 
etiam  qffivium  agebat,  clericos  archiepifcopo  fubjectos  corripiens  et  emen- 
dans:  cum  prior  feu  uccanug  majoris  ecchfiœ  eos,  qui  in  ecclefiis  fbi 
fubdilis  degebant,  corrigeret."  Annales  Benedictini,  Lib.  x.  xvi.  Tom.  i. 
p.  274.  See  alfo  Ada  Be?iedict.  fœcul.  vi.  Pars  n.  p.  656.  note  (a), 
from  Gervafius  Dorobernienfis  in  Actis  Pontificum  Canfuar.  cap.  de 
Egelnotho,  and  Battely's  Cantuaria  Sacra,  Pars  m.  pp.  131,  feqq.  Ger- 
vafe  fays,  that  "formerly  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had  a  cftorcptSCO- 
puS,  who  refided  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin  without  Canterbury,  whofe 
office  upon  the  coming  in  of  Lanfranc  was  aboliflied,  as  we  hear  it 
was  done  in  all  parts  of  the  earth.     Decern  Scriptor.  col.  1650.  As 

Lanfranc 


The  Defcription 
of  England, 
B.ll.  ci.  p.  135. 
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diocefan  bifhops1,  that,  in  all  probability,  the  general 
fettlement  of  ardjprcslnjtcrs,  °r  rural  ïrcans,  and  suffragan 
btsïjops  in  England,  were  ufages  derived  from  the  fame 
original  and  much  of  the  fame  date,  and  had  their  be- 
ginning from  the  feparation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  from  the 
civil  courts,  and  the  variety  of  caufes  occafioned  by  the 
fubtilties  of  the  canonifts,  and  the  prevailing  power  of 
the  clergy,  which  drew  fo  much  bufmefs  into  their  hands, 
as  made  it  impoffible  for  the  bifhops  to  attend  all  the 
parts  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction.  And,  though  fome 
advances  were  made  towards  this  change,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  eleventh,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth 
century,  yet,  it  feems  probable,  it  was  never  generally 
fettled  in  England,  till  the  latter  end  of  the  thirteenth, 
or  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth." 

"  At  leaft  thus  much  is  evident,  that  whereas  neither 
the  name  nor  the  office  of  the  suffragan  fuscous  are  to 
be  found  in  the  canons  or  hiftories  of  the  Englifh  church 
before  the  conqueft,  and  but  very  little  of  them  for 
above  an  age  after  ;  from  the  latter  end  of  the  thirteenth 
and  the  fourteenth  century,  down  to  the  Reformation, 
our  hiftories  are  everywhere  full  with  their  names  and 
offices:  and  there  is  fcarce  a  regiftry  in  any  bifhop's 
office,  that  does  not  afford  us  light  enough  to  afcertain 


Lanfranc  came  into  England  with  William  I.,  it  is  clear,  the  cborcptSCOpal 
office  was  of  earlier  date  than  the  conqueft.  Lanfranc  refufed  to  con- 
fecrate  any  more  bifhops  of  St.  Martin  on  account  of  their  fcandalous 
poverty.    See  Brit.  Magaz.  Vol.  n.  p.  3-15. 

( 1  )  Scans  rural  exercifed  jurifdiction  in  Normandy  before  the  Duke 
of  Normandy  became  king  of  England.  See  Concilia  Rotomagenfis 
Provinciœ,  Part  i. 
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the  names  and  the  powers  of  their  refpective  suffragan 
btsfjops1  and  rural  îïcans." 

"  But  whenever  archdeacons  and  rural  îïcans  were 
introduced,"  he  elfewhere  adds,  "we  certainly  do  not  Eju/a.  P  .66. 
hear  much  of  them  till  the  ufurpations  of  the  bifhops  of 
Rome  gave  reputation  to  the  canon  law,  and  brought 
every  thing  into  the  confiftory,  that  either  was  really,  or  j 
could  be  pretended  to  be,  fit  for  the  cognifance  of  the 
church." 

With  all  refpect  to  Dr.  Inett,  I  fubioin  the  fact,  that,  cc.M.B.em. 

1  >  J  Vol.  i.  p.  547. 

at  the  firft  adoption  of  the  îïcan  rural  in  Ireland  (A.D.  h.d.r.v.w. 
mclii.),  it  is  expreffly  ftated  that  he  fucceeded  the  cïjor=  IrishDocuments, 
tptscopus: — the  btllan  prelates  and  fuch  as  occupied  Meatheof 
fmaller  fees  being  removed,  the  churches,  which  had 
previoufly  been  the  feats  of  the  prelacies,  were  made 
the  capitals  of  îïcanrtes,  and  arcfjpricsts  inftituted  in  them 
by  the  bifhop  in  lieu  of  chorcptsropf. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  the  fubferiptions  of  rural  licans 
to  documents  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  Among 
the  atteftations  of  fome  ancient  charters  connected  with 
the  îicanrn  of  Craven  in  Yorkfhire,  Dr.  Whitaker  notices,  mfi-  °f  craven, 

13    p.  481.  Edit.  2. 


(')  Dr.  Pegge,  who  diftinguifhes  between  tfiorcpiSCOpt  and  bifliops  in  Letter  to  Di<- 
partibus  infidelium,  fays  the  latter  commenced  about  A.D.  mcccxxv,  CTopog.  Brit! 
and  were  inftituted  to  affift  archbifliops  and  bifliops  in  large  diocefes,  and  '  g^yp^1^-,  0j 
to  perform  all  prelatical  duties  in  exempt  monafteries.    The  diocefan   Cranmer,  p.  36. 
bifliops,  either  for  their  own  eafe,  or  becaufe  of  their  neceflary  abfence  in 
embaflies,  or  attendance  at  court  &c,  procured  them  to  be  confecrated, 
to  rende  in  their  ftead.    And  the  monafteries  did  the  fame,  making  fome 
of  their  own  order  bifliops  by  the  aid  of  the  Pope,  and  thereby  keeping 
aloof  from  the  jurifdiction  of  the  diocefan.    See  A  Lift  of  the  j&uffragan 
UtShopg  in  England,  by  the  Rev.  II.  Wharton,  in  Pegge's  Account  of 
Suffragans,  pp.  29,  feqq. 
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in  the  year  mclxxxvi,  a  îïcan  of  Craven  who  was  rector 
of  Arncliffe  ;  and,  about  half  a  century  earlier,  the  fame 
rural  dignity  and  title,  enjoyed  by  a  rector  of  Kettlewell. 

vof/s^eff'  A  ruraI  &can  of  Thetford  in  Norfolk  is  recorded  by  Mr. 

rath,,  of  office.  Blomfield  in  the  year  mclxxv.1  But  thefe  are  dates  of 
yefterday,  in  comparifon  with  that  affigned  to  the  pri- 
mary île  canal  inftitution  of  the  north  of  England  by  the 

Sr!  vouT  Hift  orian  of  Mancheft  er  :— "  Greatly  is  the  learned  Bilhop 

p  â8L  Kennett  miftaken,"  fays  the  Fellow  of  Corpus  Chrifti 

College,  "  in  fuppoling  the  office  of  the  archdeacon  to 
have  been  lefs  ancient  than  that  of  the  bean.  The  one 
was  juft  as  ancient  as  the  other.  As  greatly  miftaken 
is  he,  in  his  attempt  to  magnify  the  antiquity  of  rural 
iïcans;  when,  unfaithful  to  his  own  defign,  he  dates  the 
commencement  of  them  fome  time  fubfequent  to  the 
reign  of  Alfred.  And  his  antagonift,  Mr.  Johnfon,  has 
wandered  ftill  farther  from  the  truth,  in  his  contrary 
defign  to  lower  their  antiquity,  when  he  reduces  it  even 
to  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  century.  The  rural  îiran 
was  conftituted  at  the  fame  time  with  the  parifh  prieft  ; 
and  Lancafhire  was  partitioned  into  ïïcanrtcs  very  early 
in  the  feventh  century." 

The  latter  afleverations,  be  it  remembered,  ftand 

Ejufd.  p.  393.  proofless  in  the  hiftorical  references  of  the  antiquarian  : 
and  glad  as  we  mould  be  to  difcover,  there  or  elfewhere, 
evidence  of  the  facts  aflerted,  we  cannot  but  doubt,  in 

(')  My  antiquarian  friend,  Dr. Sutton  of  Xorwich,  informs  me  that 
the  earlieft  collation  of  a  ï)can  to  Thetford  was  in  the  year  mcccxviii,  in 
the  perfon  of  John  Northftrete.  Dr.  Sutton  has  examined  the  books  of 
Inftitution,  and  finds  Blomfield  to  have  been  led  into  error  by  Martin's 
iîïjc.  Hijlory.  There  may  have  been  admitted  capellanes  before,  but 
j  not  collated  fceang.    2d  Edit. 


Sect.  II.]     2>cang  &ural  in  lEnglanï).— $arocï)tal  ©lcrgg.  109 

the  abfence  of  fuch,  the  exiftence  of  îïcans  rural  in  Eng- 
land at  the  period  alluded  to. 

The  archdeacon,  in  my  humble  opinion,  claims  a 
higher  antiquity  here,  than  the  arcftprcsfintcr  rural.  The 
latter  appears  not  till  the  eleventh,  or,  at  the  very 
earlieft,  the  tenth  century, —  fuppofing,  that  is,  with 
Brewfter,  the  pracfcctus  crnscorn  of  Edgar  to  be  the  fcean  cc.M.B.etH. 
rural.    Whereas  archdeacons  had  exiftence  long  before  ;    °  '  ' p' 
though  the  fort  of  jurisdiction  they  exercifed  be  proble- 
matical.    By  the  one  hundred  and  feventh  canon  of 
the  Excerptions  of  Ecgbert  (called  A.D.  dccl.),  they  are 
charged  to  fee  that  prifoners  have  relaxation  on  Sundays. 
But,  this  being  an  Orleans  canon  (A.D.  dl.),  and  added 
to  the  Excerpta  we  know  not  when,  may  be  objected  to 
as  evidence.    Not  fo  the  great  council  of  Baccanceld, 
under  Cynewulf,  king  of  WefTex  (A.D.  dccxcviii),  where  Eju/d.v.m. 
an  archdeacon  (Wilfredus)  is  the  laft  of  the  fubfcribers. 
Mr.  Somner  notices  feven  archdeacons  of  Canterbury  in  A„tiq.  of  cant. 
the  ninth  century:  and,  from  the  Laws  of  the  Northum-  cc.M.B.etH. 
brian  priejls,  it  is  evident  that  the  office  was  then  V  l  p  218- 
(A.D.  dccccl)  one  of  importance  ;  during  the  whole  of 
which  period  we  have  no  traces  of  the  rural  îïcan's  ex- 
iftence in  our  ifland. 

On  the  continent,  it  is  true,  in  the  Gallican  church,  ss.cc. Tom. vi. 

.     '  ,  '    col.  539. 

there  are  much  earlier  notices  than  with  us:  but  no  ^.adlxvii. 
where,  I  believe,  antecedent  to  archdeacons.  See  Bing- 
ham's Ecclef.  Antiq.  B.  n.  c.  xxi.  ;  Atterbury's  Rights  and 
Powers  &c.  pp.  321, 322.  ;  and  Brett's  Church  Govern-] 
ment  and  Governours,  cap.  ix.  pp.  180,  feqq.  ;  and,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  queftion,  whereby  the  antiquity  of  the 
archidiaconal  jurifdiction  is  reduced  below  the  conque  ft, 
fee  Nicholfon's  Preface  to  the  Scottijh  HiJ'torical  Library, 
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Scottish  Hijlo- 
rical  Library,  in 
Preface,  p.  XXH. 
Ecclef,  Cafes, 
Vol.  i.  p.  146. 


pp.  xxi,  feqq.,  who  doubts  the  authenticity  of  the  figna- 
ture  of  Wilfrid  above  referred  to,  and  affirms  the  North- 
umbrian canons  to  be  "  younger  than  they  feem  to  be, 
and  borrowed  from  abroad  ;  being  only  dreffed  up  (à  la 
mode  d'Anglois)  with  Saxon  penalties  and  mulcts."  The 
learned  archdeacon  of  Carlifle  is  decidedly  oppofed  to 
Atterbury's  ftatements  in  his  Rights  and  Powers  &c, 
and  roundly  aiTerts,  "  that  no  archdeacon  ever  exercifed 
any  jurisdiction  in  England  till  fome  time  after  the  con- 
queft  ;  that  is,  till  the  canon-law  was  eftablithed  here  :  " 
— in  which  opinion,  he  is  fupported  by  Bifhop  Stilling- 
fleet.  But  the  antiquity  of  this  office  is  not  the  object 
of  our  inquiry  :  let  it  suffice  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
be  ft  ecclefiaftical  antiquaries,  it  was  a  creation  of  the 
third  century  of  the  Chriftian  Church.  See  Bingham 
O.  E.  ubi  suprà.  Bithop  Gibfon's  Codex  I.  E.  A.  Vol.  n. 
Tit,  xlii.  cap.  vin.  p.  969,  of  Archdeacons,  and  Mr.  Nelfon's 
Companion  for  the  Feftivals  and  Fajîs,ip.  387. 


Ill 


orae  Secantcae  Rurales* 


PART  III. 
&fje  lEIectton  anïï  Institution  of  Beans  ftural. 


SECTION  I. 

The  Right  of  Election. 


E  proceed  to  a  moft  important  divifion  of  our  !  ^i^Aclmni 
fubject — the  authority  by  which  rural  ïïcans  &<-i'-2 
are  eonftituted  in  the  church — to  whom  do 
they  owe  their  primary  inftitution  ? — Upon 
this  queftion  their  titular  diftinctions  in  ancient  councils, 
capitularies  &c.,  will  throw  fome  light,  as  far  as  the  ufage 
of  the  Weftern  church  is  concerned  ;  while,  in  refpect  of 
the  Eaft,  it  has  been  again  and  again  Hated,  that  the  Beyeregii  Sy- 

0  0  7  nodic.  Tom.  II. 

inftitution  to  the  primary  cljorcptscopal,  and  to  the  fe-  Annot.  P.i98. 

1  "  K         1     '  t  Ad  Can.  Lao- 

condary  pcrtoïicutal  offices,  was  exclufively  vefted  in  the  dfc«».Lvir 
diocefan  bifhop.  The  cftorcptscopt,  at  firft,  and  the  pcu'o* 
ïrcutar,  afterwards,  were  appointed  by  the  prelates  to 
whom  they  were  ancillary — the  latter  deputies  being 
the  îïeans  rural  of  the  Eaftern  church.  Nor  did  the  cafe, 
effentially,  differ  in  the  Weft.  Sharers,  from  their  firft 
eftablifhment,  in  the  adminiftration  of  ecclefiaftic  jurif- 
diction  and  difcipline,  their  names  in  the  Latin  church 
point  out  their  minifterial  relation  to  the  bifhop,  as  the 
perfon  from  whom  their  delegated  powers  originally 
emanated. 
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SS.CC.  Tom.  ix. 
col  695.  826. 
Wilkins  LL. 
Anglo-Sax.  el 
Civ.  p.  197. 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  506. 


Soutbey's  Book 
of  the  Church, 
Vol.  I.c.vi.p.84. 


Dr.  Field  of  the 
Church,Booke\. 
SS.  CC.  Tom.  vi. 
col.  536. 


On  meeting  with  the  defignations  —  "  Epifcoporum 
miniftcrii  adjutores"  (capit.  m.  Ludov.  Pii,^.D.Dcccxxviii.) 
— "  Epifcoporum  minifîri"  (Concil.  Aquifgran.  n.  c.  iv. 
^.D.dcccxxxvi.) — "  Minifier"  "  Sacerdos"  "  Becanus  Epi- 
fcopi  "  (LL.  Edward.  A.D.  mlii.) — "  Bctam  t'e?artï)tpr£sbg- 
tert  ad  agendas  vices  epifcoporum"  (Concil. Turon.  can. vu. 
^.Amclxiii.) — "Becam  conjiituti  fub  epifeopis"  (Concil. 
Londin.  A.D.  mcc.)  &c.  &c.,  in  reference  to  rural  iïcans 
or  areftpritsts,  we  cannot  hefitate  to  connect  their  appoint- 
ment and  employment  with  the  bifhop.  Still  it  appears, 
from  the  earlieft  records  of  the  office  that  have  come 
down  to  us,  in  the  Weft,  that  thefe  functionaries  were 
originally  chofen  by  their  own  clergy,  fubject  to  the 
biftiop's  approval,  and  were  only  indebted  to  the  latter 
for  their  confirmation — an  act  which  he  might  execute  or 
not,  at  his  own  pleafure.  And  when  their  inftitution 
had  been  ratified  by  the  diocefan,  they  could  not  fubfe- 
quently  be  difplaced  by  him,  according  to  the  feventh 
canon  of  the  fécond  council  of  Tours  (A.D.  dlxvii.), 
without  the  joint  confent  of  the  electors.  Such,  at  leaft, 
is  the  Dean  of  Gloucefter's  interpretation  of  the  canon, 
"  Ut  cpifcopus  nec  abbatem,  nec  Kii\)i$xt$b\}tmim,  fine  omnium 
Juorum  compresby  ter  orum  et  abbatum  conjilio,  de  loco  fuo 
prafumat  ejicere,  neque  per  prœmia  alium  ordinare,  nifi  facto 
concilio  tarn  abbatum  quàm  presbyter orum  fuorum,  quern 
culpa  aut  negligentia  ejicit,  cùm  omnium  presbyter  orum  con- 
jilio refutetur  ;"  and  he  extends  it  to  our  rural  functio- 
naries. See  alfo  can.  xi.  {ex  J  y  nod.  incerti  loci  A.D.  dcxvi.) 
SS.  CC.Tom.vi.  col.1395.1 


(')  This  canon  alfo  inhibits  the  appointment  of  arcfipricgtgpe/-  prœmia 
(iimoniacally)  both  fpiritual  and  laical  : — for  fometimes  it  feems  the  latter 

were 
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How  long  fuch  a  power  of  electing  and  continuing 
arcjbpn'csts  in  office  remained  with  vican  or  rural  pres- 
byters is  unknown  ; — probably,  for  no  long  period  : 
though  the  privilege  of  recommending  to  the  bilhop, 
and,  in  fome  places,  even  of  nominating  perfons  eligible 
to  the  duty,  has  been  permanently  exercifed  by  them. 
Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it  is  quite  clear,  on  the 
authority  of  Ifidore,  that  about  the  year  dcxxxiii  of 
Chrift  the  arcfttprcsbntcral  office  of  the  country  was  elec- 
tive ;  the  electors  being,  by  delegation,  the  archdeacon, 
clergy,  and  people:  "Si  in  jrfebibus  arcïjtprtsbytcrt  obi-  zw/.p.i. 
erint,  out  pro  aliquo  reatu  exaide  ejccti  j  iter  ait,  aremma-  c.xx. 
conns  (Jpeciali  auctoritate  epifcopi — niji  hoc  habeat  de 
confuetudine  prœfcriptâ,  gloif.)  quantb  ociùs  proficifeatur 
ïllùc,  et  cum  clericis,  et  popidis  (al.  presbyteris,  in  marg.) 
ipjius  plebis  electionem  faciat  ;  quatenùs  dignus  pciftor  domui 
Dei  con/Htuatur  ;  et  dum  ordinatur,  ejus  providentiâ  ipj'a 
plebs  cuflodiatur?    And  the  fame  may  be  inferred  from 


were  inftituted  : — "  Ut  abbcites,  vel  arcfttprcgfcgtert,  abfijue  culpa  de  eccle- 
fiiaflico  minifterio  removeri  jion  debeant:  nec  per  prœmia  inillus  abbas 
vel  archîpreëbgtcr  ponantur.  Quod  ji  quis  facere  prcrfumpjèrit,  com- 
munione  privetur.  Nec  fœculares  arehtpresbgtert  ponantur.  Forjitan  Ji 
talis  fuerit,  quern  pro  merito  perjbnrc  in  fiolatium  ecclefiirc  pontifex  necefi- 
farium  ejffè  judicet,  ut  fine  ejus  defenfione  parœeiani  Mi  fi  defenfare 
non  pqffint."  But  laical  archpresbgterg  are  forbidden  by  the  nineteenth 
canon  of  the  council  of  Rheims  before  cited  (A.D.  dcxxx.) — "  Ut  in 
parochiis  nullus  laicorum  archipregbgter  prrrponatur  :  Jed  qui  fienior  in 
ipfiis  eJJ'e  debet,  clericus  ordinetur."  And  fiee  alfo  can.  xvi.  (ne  ïiecanatuS 
ruraleg  pro  prelio  confier  antur)  of  the  Council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  mccxiv.) 
— "  Inhibemus  ne  Ijccanatus  rurales  ad  tempus  vel  in  perpetuum  pro 
pecunid  vel  aliquo  prelio  conférant  ur  alicui,  ficul  Jlatuluin  eft  in  conci- 
liis  Lateranenfi,  et  Turonenjl  :  eos  qui  contra  hoc  venerint  decernentes, 
prtrter  paenas  in  conciliis  comprehenfias,  jurta  preelatorum  arbitriurn, 
(pari  pœnâ  puniendos."  And  can.  xxiv.  (A.D.  mccxxxi.) 
vol.  I.  I 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  VI. 
col.  1395. 


SS.  CC.  Tom.  vi. 
col.  1 435. 


Concilia  Rolo- 
magenjis  Pro- 
vinciic,  l'art  I. 
p.  113. 


p.  13G. 
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SS.  fC. Tom.  ix. 
col.  1 164. 


the  council  of  Cisalpine  bifhops,  held  for  the  fettlement 
of  ecclefiaflical  difcipline,  at  Pavia  (A.D.  dccclv.)  ;  which 
admits  the  people  as  co-electors — (unlefs  "  election  is 
confortium"  mean  no  more  than  the  prefence  of  the 
people  for  fuffrage  of  public  teflimony,  and  not  of 
formal  choice) — and,  like  the  council  of  Tours  before 
cited,  difallows  the  difplacement  of  arcïjprîcsts  by  the 
bifliop,  after  inftitution,  except  for  criminality,  or  ill-ufage 
of  the  churches  under  their  adminiftration — a  curious 
exemplification  of  which  is  afforded  in  the  conclufion 
of  the  following  extract  :  "  Sanè  removenda  quorundam 
laicorum  procacitas,  qui  hoc  foh  obtentu,  quod  ad  electionis 
confortium  admittuntur,  nvcfjtprcstmtEris  fids  dominari  prœ- 
fiimunt:  et  quos  tanquam  patres  venerari  debuerunt,  velut 
fubditos  contemnunt.  Hi  igitur  intra  proprii  juris  terminos 
Jitnt  redigendi,  et  Ji  extraordinariam  domination  em  in  ec- 
ch'jiis  exercere  prcefumpferint,  regiâfunt  difciplina  coercendi. 
Ipji  verb  qui  ad  gubemandas  plèbes  legitime  provecti  funt, 
nvMatenùs  à  fuis  epifcopis  repellantur,  nift  aid  in  alicujus 
criminis  reaturn  inciderint,  out  eafdem  plebes  male  tracta- 
verint.  lollenda  ejl  erdm prava  omnino  confuetudo,  qua  in 
quibufdam  locis  oriri  cœpit  :  quia  nonnuUi  arcljipvcsbntcrt  tel 
aliorum  titulormn  cuftodes,  fruges,  vel  aliarum  ecclejiarum 
reditus,  ad  proprias  domos  abducunt.  Quidam  vero  aliorum 
pqffeffiones  conducunt,  ut  in  eis  quœ  ab  ecclejiis  fuis  medè 
fubtraxerunt  recondant,  &c." 

Such  authority  of  election,  exercifed  by  thefe  parties, 
was,  probably  in  all  cafes,  by  fpecial  permiiïion  of  the 
bifhop  ;  as  it  is,  wherefoever  prevalent  with  the  clergy 
of  the  prefent  day  ;  the  diocefan  poffeffing  a  clear  nega- 
tive on  the  election  in  the  privilege  of  confirming  or 
fuperfeding  it.    And  to  the  fame  conceiïion,  originally, 
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may  be  affigned  the  elective  character  of  the  urban  or  Gibfon's  codex 

cattictrral  ïicnn;  who,  at  his  firft  inftitution,  Was  riOITll-  Tit.  x  i  l  I.  cap. 

nated  out  of  the  college  of  presbyters  by  the  bilhop 

alone,  as  his  vicarious  fuperintendent  in  the  epifcopal 

church  ;  but  fubfequently  became  independent  of  the 

biftiop,  as  far  as  election  went,  and  only  beholden  to 

him  for  a  ratification  of  the  chapter's  nomination.  By 

which  early  grant,  the  urban  ardjpritst's  appointment  was 

loft  in  perpetuity  to  the  diocefan  : — not  fo,  however,  the 

îfcnn  rural'g  ;  which,  if  at  any  time  furrendered  to  an 

inferior  conftituency,  was  generally  again  recovered  at 

the  will,  and  exercifed  at  the  difcretion,  of  the  bifhop, 

with  or  without  archidiaconal,  clerical,  and  popular 

interference,  at  his  perfonal  choice,  he  having  de  jure  \ 

"  the  folcjhip  of  election;"  although,  in  modern  days,  we 

have  heard  of  archdeacons  pre/bribing  (?)  againft  their 

biftiop  in  the  exercife  of  this  branch  of  his  authority. 

Of  the  parochial  laity,  as  joint  electors,  we  hear 

nothing  after  this  date  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  fuch  a 

power,  feeing,  in  the  fore-cited  Pavian  council,  the  abufe 

to  which  it  was  liable,  was  long  entrufted  to  their  hands. 

But  archdeacons,  having  grown  up  to  a  permanent 

participation  of  other  epifcopal  duties,  feem  to  have 

continued  thence  forward  (viz.  from  the  days  of  Ifidore) 

fharers  alfo  —  by  fufferance,  I  mould  fay,  rather  than 

right  of  office  (for  how  could  any  archdeacon  pre/bribe 

againft  his  bilhop?) — in  the  appointment  of  rural  brans 

in  many  diocefes.    For  which  intervention,  more  or  lefs 

at  all  times  dependent  on  cuftom,  an  early  fanction  is 

alleged  in  the  thirteenth  canon  of  Hincmar's  Capitula, 

addreffed  to  his  archdeacons  Guntar  and  Odelhard, 

(AD.  DCCCLxxvin.)  ;  wherein  the  archbiftiop  enjoins  the 

i  2 
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Hincmari  Opera, 
Trm.I.  p.  738. 
SS.  CC.  Tom.  X. 
col.  25. 


Arnulphi  Lexo- 
vienfls  Epil'oopi, 
Epift.  xxvii. 


Antiquilates 
Medti  JEvi, 
Tom.  VI.  col. 
436.  440. 


latter  officers  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  ïïcans  with 
due  consideration,  and  to  eonftitute  them  conditionally 
in  cafe  of  his  abfence, — referving  to  himfelf  the  power  of 
confirmation  or  deprivation,  as  he  might  deem  expedient, 
on  being  made  acquainted  with  their  choice.  "  Si  ÎJccanus 
in  minijhrio  veftro"  fays  he,  " aut  négligeas,  aut  inutUis 
et  incorrigibiJis  fuerit,  vel  aliqnis  eorum  obierit,  non  incon- 
/îderatè  îrccanttm  eligite.  Et jî  ego  in  prophiquo  fum,  ad  me 
Warn  electionem  referte.  Etfi  ego  in  hngin  quo  fain,  ticcanum 
ilium  qui  electus  eft  interim  conftituite,  donee  ad  meant  noti- 
tiam  electio  ilia  referatur,  ut  meâ  conjtitutione  aut  confir- 
metur,  aut  inunutetur." 

A  letter  of  Arnulph,  bifliop  of  Lifieux,  gives  the  arch- 
deacon the  right  of  prefenting  the  arebpriest  to  the 
bifhop,  who  had  the  power  of  refufing  him  inftitution,  if 
he  thought  him  unworthy  of  the  office  :  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  could  not  proceed,  againft  the  will  of  the  arch- 
deacon, to  a  fécond  inftitution  ;  "  cùm  ei  in  archidiaconatu 
fuo  alius  quodammodo  archidiaconus  annafcatur." 

Nor  was  the  bifhop's  refervation  of  a  veto  upon  the 
election  lefs  marked,  in  cafes  where  the  clergy  enjoyed, 
i  by  cuftom  or  conftitution,  a  delegated  power  of  choice. 
Witnefs  in  the  church  of  Ferrara  :  where,  though  the 
"  conjiitutiones"  of  the  " '  parochi"  of  that  ftate,  con- 
firmed by  the  bifhop  (/i.Z).  mcclxxviii.),  give  to  the 
fubject  "  capellani"  of  the  " parochia"  the  privilege  of 
electing  their  own  arcin'prrsbytcr,  or,  as  he  is  denominated 
in  the  glofs  of  Muratori," caput  congrcgattonts  parodjorum," 
(provided,  that  is,  they  made  their  choice  within  fifteen 
days  from  the  date  of  a  vacancy  by  death)  ;  yet  the 
ftatutes  referve  to  the  diocefan  a  veto  on  prefentation. 
And,  fuppofing  the  parochial  incumbents,  here  called 
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capellanes,  not  to  comply  with  the  inftructions  palled 
"pro  fuœ  congregationis  regimine"  in  this  particular, 
the  elective  capacity  devolved  on  the  bithop — "  quum 
nrcfjiprcstiytcr  viam  camis  ingreffus  fuerit  univerfœ,  capel- 
lani  infra  quindecim  dies  proximos  futuros  arcfjtpresurjtcrt 
electionem  facere  teneantur,  ipjam  electionem  confirmandam 
out  infirmandam  nojtro  domino  Ferrarienji  epifcopo  prœ- 
fentantes  :  alioqidn  prcefata  electio  ad  ipfum  dominum  epi- 
fcopitm  devohatr 

So  great,  however,  was  the  afcendency  and  influence 
which  archdeacons  had  attained  in  thefe  appointments 
in  the  twelfth  century,  and  fo  fubordinate  the  ïjttanal  to 
the  archidiaconal  functions,  that  in  a  canon  of  the  great 
Lateran  council  (A.D.  mclxxix.)  under  Alexander  III., 
regulative  of  the  vifitatorial  expenfes  of  rural  beans  and 
higher  dignitaries,  the  former  are  fpecifically  denomi- 
nated, from  their  fubjection,  "  forçant  conftituti  fab  archi- 
diaconis  :" — which  fubjection  is  repeated  and  made  ab- 
folute  by  the  decretal  epiftle  of  Pope  Innocent  III.  (A.D. 
mccxiv.) — "  &rcl)tprcsbi}tcrt,  qui  à  pluribus  forçant  niincu- 
pantur,  {that  is,  rural  focans,/br  focans  of  catljrforal  churches 
were  never  /object  to  archdeacons — Dr.  Brett)  archidia- 
coni1  jurifdictioni  fe  noverint  fubjacere  :  and,  yet  farther, 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xm.  col.  4 19. 
can.  IV. 


Décret.  Gregor. 
IX.  L.  I.  Tit. 

XXIII.  VII. 

Account  of 
Church  Go- 
vernment, Sic. 
cap.  vili.  p.  183. 


(')  "Statuimus  et  prœcipimus  quod   omnes  presbyteri  et  Decant   SS.  CC.  Tom. 
rurales  obediant  archidiaconis  fuis  in  omnibus  licitis  et  honejlis,  eorum 
jura  et  nq/tra  obfervent  et  faeiant  obfervari.  xiv.  i.    Statuta  fynodalia 
ecclefuB  Leodienfis,"  A.D.  mcclxxxvii. 

"  Ordinatio  vicariœ  de  Pyryton  cujus  eccl'ia  appropriatur  abbatiee  de 
Tewkesbury,  mccccl. — Item  dictus  vicarius  et  fuccejjôres  fui  inventent 
et  exhibebunt  unum  tjecanum  ruralcm  ad  dejèrvîend.  Ordinariis  loci  in 
tjecanatu  de  Poivlett  quotiens  hujvjmodi  onus  ad  dictam  eccl'iam  juxta 
confuetudinem  d'eti  Occanatug  evenire.  contigeret."    irUg.  22lrll. 


w.k.  gjïê.stbb. 

Par.  Antiq.W.  n. 
p.  351. 
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Whitakcr's  Hift 
of  Manche/ter, 
Vol.  ii.  B.  II. 
c.  ix.  §  in. 
p.  383. 


Provinciale, 
L.IL  T.i. 


L.  i.  Tit.  ii.  gl. 
v.  bccanoS  vii- 
caleè. 

L.  m.  T.  xxii. 
g2.ti.beeanotunt. 

L.I.  Tit.H.gJ.w 
eorum  vices. 


L.U.  T.I.  gl. 
in  v.  tccanes. 


Conft.  Dom. 
Othon.  de  VTI. 
Sacram.  gl.  in  v. 

Decanatuum 

fuorum,  p.  10. 


confirmed  by  the  reply  to  the  queftion,  "  Utrum  ïftcant 
rurales,  qui  pro  tempore  ftatuuntur,  ad  mandatant  tuum 

folum,  vel  archidiaconi,  vel  etiam  utriufque,  in/iitui  debeant 
vel  dejîitui,  fi  fuerint  amovendT? — To  which  the  papal 
anfwer  is: — "Ad  hoc  breviter  rejpondemus,  quod  cum  ah 
omnibus,  quod  omnes  tanyit,  approbari  débeat;  et  cum  com- 

•  mune  eorum  {i.e.  of  the  bifliop  and  archdeacon)  liccanus 
ojficium  exercent  ;  communitPr  eft  eligendus,  vel  etiam  amo- 
vendis■." 

Though  equally  an  ordinary,  equally  a  prelate,  with 
the  archdeacon  and  bifhop,  the  ÎJtan  rural  of  England,  as 
well  as  the  continent,  was  fubordinate  and  minifterial  to 
both — being  early  and  repeatedly  called  the  tfcan  of  the 
archdeacon  and  bifliop.  Wherefore  the  doctrine  of  the 
Roman  refcript  is  transferred  by  the  bifhop  of  St.  David's 
to  his  Provinciale  :  u  Dicit  Innocentius,"  obferves  Lynd- 
wood  in  his  commentary  in  v.  ïrccant  rurales,  "  quod  junt 
perfonœ  habentes  quœdam  officia  communitèr  fpectantia  ad 
epifcopum  et  archidiaconum,  et  ideb  communitèr  eorum  re- 
ceptio  et  amotio  pertinet  ad  utrumque  :  " — in  another  place 
he  calls  them  "ïïccam  temporales  ad  aliquod  mini)  te  ri  it  ni 
fub  epifcopo  vel  archidiacono  (al.  archiepifcopd)  eccercendum 
conjtituti:" — in  a  third,  "  qui  fub  archidiacono  quandoque 
certum  minijterium  habent:"  —  in  a  fourth,  u  vicar  ii  epi- 
fcoporum  et  archidiaconorum  (al.  archiepifcoporum)  :" — in 
a  fifth,  "  minijtri  tarn  epifcoporum,  quod  archidiaconorum, 
{non  tanicn  aliorum  ordinariorum)"  And  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  fpeaks  the  glofTary  of  John  de  Athon  on  the  Leija- 
tine  constitutions  of  Otho  :  —  "  Becanattts  rurales,  et  per 
confequens  Ùccant  ibi,  prcefecti  Junt  ipforuni  archidiaconorum  ; 
fed  certèfalvâ  confuctudine  locorum  tàm  prœfici  debent  ïrcrant 
tales,  quàm  etiam,  amoreri,  per  epifcopum  et  per  orchidia- 
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Hoftienlîs  fuper 
primo  decretal. 
Tom. I.  fol.  cxvi. 
col.  3.  &  Panor- 
mitan.  Tom.  TT. 
p.  70. 


eonum  fimiïl  de  jure  ;" — where,  fays  Gibfon,  the  claufe, 
"  falva  confuetudine  locorum,"  explains  the  glofs  ('  fecundàm  \  Codex  i.  e.a. 

r    +    t         7     -»\  i  „  .  »    „  •     xi      e         I  Vol.  n. Tit. xui. 

conjuetuaincm  loci  )  on  the  word  "  communiter,  in  the  tore-  cap. vm.  p.  971. 
going  conftitution  of  Innocent  III.  See  Sbummn  Sbtlbtstrtnn, 
P.  i.  de  Archidiacono.  9.  fol.  xxxviii.  and  Hoftienfis  de  Offic. 
Archidyaconi,  Tom.  1.  fol.  cxvi.  The  latter  of  which  com- 
mentators feems  to  have  correctly  interpreted  the  text 
as  of  local  and  not  general  application — "j'ecundum  conjuetu- 

dinem  Franciœ1 —  in  aliquibus  ecclefiis  conjiituuntur 

tales  teenm  per  epifcopum  et  archidyaconum  communiter  ad 
quœdam  officia  eis  communiter  exercenda  :  nec  injiituuntur  in 
aliquâ  ecclejiâ  nec  confirma) dur  :  immb  quafi  minijh  riales 
et  officiales  funt  ntriuj'que,  et  pro  magna  parte  non  conjiitu- 
untur perpétué,  fed  ad  tempus.  Ubi  ergo  talis  vel  Jimilis 
non  eji  confuetudo,  hoc  quod  ibi  dicitur  non  vendicat  Jibi 
locum." 

Nor  does  Atterbury's  interpretation  of  the  canon  law  ;  Vifitation 
in  reference  to  Englifli  ufage  differ  from  that  of  the 
Cardinal,  Lyndwood,  Gibfon,  and  others.  Ever  fmce 
the  firft-cited  letter  from  the  Roman  fee,  the  bithop  of 
Roehefter  affirms,  the  archdeacon's  authority  has  inter- 
vened, with  that  of  the  bilTiop,  (as  in  the  diocefe  of 
Exeter,)  towards  appointing  îïenrts  rural  ;  except  where, 
by  grant,  compofition,  or  cuftom  immemorial,  things 
have  been  otherwife  ordered  ;  as  the  cafe  was  in  the 
diocefe  of  Canterbury,  where,  thirteen  years  after  the 
date  of  this  refcript,  a  fpecial  grant  was  made  to  the 


Clergy  of  Tot- 
nefs,  MDCCVIII. 


(')  "De  droit  coin/nun,"  fays  Les  Loix  Ecclcfiaftiques  de  France, 
"les  JDogcnS  i&uraux  dépendent  de  l'archidiacre  et  de  l'évêque,  <[ui  doivent 
les  élire  et  les  dépofèr  conjointement  ;  (mais  il  y  a  des  diocefe.S  ou  l'évêque  P-73 
nomme  feul  les  33ogcn3  iiuvnuï  ;  d'autres  ou  ils  Jpnt  élus  par  les  curés 
du  îDojjcnné,  qui  les  pré/èntent  à  l'évêque)." 
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archdeacon  of  the  injlitution  and  destitution  of  rural  ÏJcnns 
by  Stephen  Langton,  the  archbilhop,  in  the  following 
words — previoufly  revoking  his  own  official's  appoint- 
ment of  them  ex  confuetudine —  .  .  .  .  "  Statuimus  ut 
archidiaconi  Cant,  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint  ïïccnrtos  conjti- 
tuant,  et  amoveant  pro  fuce  voluntatis  arbitrio,  proùt  melius 
viderint  expedire  in  Dioc.  memoratâ,  et  Jibi  refpondeant 
fient  decet,  ciim  abfurdum  Jit,  ut  alius  eos  conjlituat  quàm  is 
qui  eis  débeat  prœejje,  et  cui  refpondere  tenentur,  prœfertïm 
cum  ipjis  (lie cam's)  referentibus,  corrigere  debent  {archidia- 
coni) cœterorum  errata."    And  in  a  perfonal  grant  to 
Archdeacon  Hubert  by  Archbilhop  Wethershead  (fur- 
named  Le  Grand),  two  years  afterwards,  the  "  injlitu- 
tiones  et  dejlitutiones  fcecanorum"  are  continued;  but  with 
I  the  faving  claufe,  "  prœhabito  confdio  nojh-o."    The  arch- 
;  deacon  of  Canterbury  had  not  loft  this  privilege  in  the 
!  latter  end  of  the  feventeenth  century  ; — for  it  is  faid, 
that  when  Archbilhop  Sancroft  would  have  nominated 
I  rural  îïcans  in  his  diocefe,  he  was  oppofed  by  his  arch- 
)  deacon,  Parker. 

Again,  before  the  foundation  of  the  fee  of  Che  Iter, 
the  archdeacons  of  Richmond  and  Chefter1  (while  their 
jurifdiction  was  fo  prepofteroufly  extenfive  as  it  was — 
each  indeed  having  an  unlimited  ordinary  jurifdiction  in 
his  own  archdeaconry)  could  appoint  their  vice-arch- 
deacons and  rural  lieans  at  pleafure,  and  remove  them 


(')  On  the  extinction  of  the  two  jurifdictions,  the  endowments  which 
had  been  attached  to  them  from  the  twelfth  century  were  transferred  to 
the  epifcopal  fee,  with  this  provi/b,  that  there  Ihould  ftill  continue  two 
titular  archdeacons,  with  yearly  (Upends  of  50/.  each,  out  of  the  old 
revenues. 
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without  rendering  a  reafon.  And  to  ûhew  the  irrefpon- 
fible  power  of  the  archdeacons  within  their  archdea- 
conries, the  rural  ticans  constituted  by  them  could  not 
be  called  upon  to  attend  the  archbifhop's  courts,  nor 
could  aids  be  impofed,  nor  a  church,  nor  clerk  be  fuf- 
pended  by  the  metropolitan  within  their  limits.  This 
is  particularly  recorded  in  the  olïf  Utcgcr  or  ÎToucfiter  of! 
the  archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  in  reference  to  that 
archdeacon  : — "  Item  archivais  ponet  fud  auctoritate  vice 
archin  et  lie  can  os  in  fuo  archinatu  quofcunque  voluerit  et 
amovebit  et  deponet  eos  fine  omni  contradictione.  Prœterea 
verb  vice-archinus  et  îïccant  non  tenentur  venire  ad  placita 
archiepifcopi  nifi  fponte  voluerint,  &c."  (Ex  tranfcripto 
Vet.  Libr.  vocati  tïje  olîï  Hetger  or  ïJcucïmr  etc.)  And 
the  fame  obtained  with  regard  to  the  archdeacon  of 
Chefter. 

But  in  Ireland,  two  years  after  the  promulgation  of 
the  fore-cited  papal  epiftle  of  Innocent  III.,  we  find  the 
biftiop  of  Meath  ftill  retaining,  and  enforcing,  the  exclu- 
five  right  of  nomination  to  rural  arclnprcstnitcratcs  ;  "va- 
cante per  mortem,  aut  alio  quovis  modo  ardji'presbgteratCts 
officio,  eligendus  eft  per  nos,  aut  Jhcce/fores  noftros  JucceJJbr, 
quia  juri/dictionem  fuam  à  nobis  haurit."  In  the  diocefe 
of  Melun  (A.D.  mcci.),  Innocent  III.  continued  to  the  | 
bifhop  the  inflitution  and  deftitution  of  &eans=rural,  inde- 
pendent of  archidiaconal  interference,  though  the  ruling 
deacons  formally  laid  claim  to  it,  "  afférentes  quod,  eis  | 
inconfultis,  non  licet  aliquem  injtituere  in  îrecanum:"  while 
the  biihop  of  Melun  affirmed,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  thefe  officers,  through- 
out the  diocefe  of  Melun,  had  ever  been  granted  by  the 
papal  fee  to  his  predcccfTors.    The  difpute  ran  high  ; 
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and  the  parties  having  aiTembled  at  the  cathedral  of 
Melun,  for  the  fake  of  fettling  it,  the  pope  decreed,  with 
the  confent  of  the  bifhop  and  archdeacons,  "pro  bono 
pacts"  "  quod  rurales  ïiccanos  Meldenjis  ejrifcojms,  archidia- 
conis  incottfidtis,  pojjit  eligere,  in/'tituere,  et  muta  re,  falvâ 
tauten  fidelitate  quant  de  confer  van  do  jure  archidiaconorum 
confueverunt  prœftare."  Ufage  always  ruled  the  point. 
In  the  diocefe  of  Poictiers  {A.  I),  mcclxxx.),  Bifhop  Walter 
inhibits  the  retirement  of  ïicans  rural  from  office  without 
his  permiffion  ;  and  therefore  we  may  infer  that  he  ap- 
pointed them: — " Inhibemus  arcljtpresliijtfrts  et  forçants,  ne 
recédant  abfque  licentiâ  nojtrâ:  et  injungimus  eifdem,  quod 
antequàm  recédant,  feribant  et  nobis  référant  eare/J'us  factos 
contra  jurifdictionem  ecclefiajî icam."  In  Ireland,  again, 
(A.D.  mccccxxx.)  during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee  of  Derry, 
Archbifhop  Swain  being  guardian  of  the  fame  for  the 
time  being,  conferred  on  Donat  O-Kerulan,  one  of  his 
fnb-guardians,  the  rural  îïcanrrj  of  Magthya,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Derry,  to  continue  during  pleafure.  And,  at  a  much 
later  period,  in  Italy  itfelf,  (between  the  two  oppofite 
precedents  of  Innocent  III.  quoted  from  the  canon  law, 
refcript  againft  refcript,)  Borromeo,  the  celebrated  arch- 
bifhop of  Milan,  appropriated  to  himfelf  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, on  the  occafion  of  eftabliming  among  his  parochial 
clergy  the  fpiritual  fupervifors  termed  bttartt  forann  : 
whom  he  made  amenable  to  himfelf  alone,  and  amotive 
at  his  will  and  pleafure: — "Hi  bttartt  voluntate  epifeopi 
ab  officio  amoveri  femper  pofynt  ;  ac  fi  nude  id  adminijira- 
verint,  pœnas  dent  ejufdem  epifeopi  judicio." 

Such  was  their  conftitution,  too,  in  the  archdiocefe  of 
Salisburg  {A.D.  mdlxix.) — "  ïîuralcs  ïtccanî  à  fais  epifeopis 
confecuti  cum  authoritate  officium  et  dignitatem,  tales  fe 
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reddant,  ut  conceptœ  de  ipfis  expectationi,  et  fuo  muneri, 
ac  fuorum  epifcoporum  fatisfaciant  voluntati  &c."  And 
in  our  own  country,  about  the  fame  date,  the  arch- 
deacon was  entirely  deprived  of  all  participation  in  the 
appointment,  unlefs  perchance  he  happened  to  be  the 
ordinary  (which  alone  the  bifhop  was  de  jure),  when 
he  was  capacitated  to  appoint.  It  was  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  our  Reformers  would  have  much  refpect  for 
papal  edicts  upon  this  or  any  other  branch  of  polity  ; 
and  accordingly,  we  find,  that  it  was  decreed  by  the 
compilers  of  the  projected  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclefaf- 
ticarum  to  this  effect:   "  Becanatus   quiJibet  ardjtprcs-  DeEccufiâet 

»  /  ri  i7- /•  77/'        Mini  ft  ris  ejus, 

by t£ rum  rusticanum  habeat,  vet  ab  epijeopo  vel  ecclejiœ  uiorumque 
ordinario  prceficiendum."     But  in  the  following  chapter  cap.  VI.  p.  90. 
"De  Archidiaconis"  thefe  fuperior  officers  are  enjoined 
to  fee  that   the   arcïjprcsbuters   duly  performed  their 
functions. 

In  the  provincial  council  of  Cologne,  under  Arch- 
bifhop  Herman  (A.D.  mdxxxvi.),  pro  reformatione  clerico- 
rum  et  cœremoniarum  ecclejîœ,  the  twentieth  canon  gives 
to  the  archdeacons  the  fole  power  of  election  and  ad- 
miffion  : — "Archidiaconis  noftris  incumhit.  ne  ullos  inido-  ss.  cc-  To>n- 

xix.  col  1293. 

neos  officiates  out  îiccanos  rurales  deligant  out  admittant, 
fed  ad  has  fnnctiones  viros  tantiim  afjumant,  cum  doctrinâ 
prœjl  antes,  turn  vitœ  innocentis  inculpatœque,  qui  null  in  s 
criminis  labe  notabiles,  officium  fuum  irreprehenjlbilitèr  exe- 
quantur"  While,  on  the  other  hand,  in  direct  variance 
therewith,  the  council  of  Malines  (A.  D.  mdlxx.)  enacts, 
cap.  in.  (De  Decants  (Efm'stt'ant'tum)  : — "&rdj  {presumed  ss.  cc.  Tom. 

I         •      r        j-  n  Ti>       •  ;  xxi.  col. 595. 

rurales  in  Jmgidis  diœcejtbus  pro  dijcretione  epifcoporum  Synod.Prov. 
ajjiimantur,  qui  pojjint  pajioribus  vita,  conJUio,  et  exemplo 
l>rode(Je;  et  non  pluribus  prœficiatitur  ecclefds,  quàm  pojjint 
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commode  regere  ;  ac  font  arbitrio  epifcoporum  amovïbiles." 
But  the  caufe  of  this  exclufive  jurisdiction  being  vetted 
in  the  bilhop  may  be,  as  fuggefted  by  Van  ESpen,  that 
the  entire  archidiaconal  power  had  in  Belgium  merged 
in  the  epifcopal. 

To  the  latter  learned  canonift  we  are  indebted  for 
the  farther  ufages  of  the  Belgian  churches  in  reference 
to  the  appointment  and  constitution  of  this  truft  : — 
£ccJB$»&  Jyr[  "  IV-  Morïbus  Belgii  pafsim  obtinuit,  ut  non  tantàm  epi- 
Tit.vr.c.i.p.29.  Jcopi  foil  pro  Jùo  arbitrio  ïïccanos  rurales  conjiituant,  fed 
infuper  liber  tas  eis  Jit,  quemcunque  è  presbyteris,  quern  huic 
officio  maxime  judicant  convenir e,  eligere  ;  nec  folet  officium 
arcrjt'prcsbrjtcratûs  ulli  determinates  parochiœ  ant  dignitatis 
vel  beneficio  effe  annexumr 

"  Similiter  in  poteftate  epifcopi  ejl,  dijtrictum  trccanorum 
vel  extendere,  vel  limitare  ;  imb  et  unam  fcecantam  Jive 
dijtrictum  arcfttpresbrjtcrahis  in  plures  dividere  ;  aut  plures 
in  unum  conflare." 

"  v.  Functiones  quoque  et  potejlas  ÎKcanorum  à  commif- 
fioue  feu  injlructione,  quam  ab  epifcopis  accipiunt,  unicè 
dependent:  unde  in  litteris,  quibus  arcfit'prestirjtcr  ruralts 
conjiituitur,  inferi  confuevit  hœc  claufula:  arcfttpresbrjtcrum 
dijtrictûs  N.  te  nominamus  et  deputamus  cum  facultatibus 
hujufmodi  archtprcsbtjterts  concedi  folitis  ac  confuetis  juxta 
inj'tructiones  datas." 
strype's  Anwh,  j     But  to  return  to  our  own  country  : — In  the  year 
c.  XXVII.  p.  479.  mdlxii,  among  the  ecclefiaflical  regulations  then  in- 
tended, one  was,  "  That  in  every  ÏJtanrg  in  the  country, 
there  may  be  constituted  by  the  bifhop,  one  grave  and 
difcreet  prieSt,  to  be  arcfttprtsbrjtcr  or  îïccanus  ruralts." 
Which  act  of  constituting,  by  the  canons  of  mdlxxi. 
v°\™rB'wk'  [  {Liber  canonum  &c.  de  archidiaconis),  fuppofes  the  previous 
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recommendation  of  the  archdeacon1;  "  peractd  vifitatione, 
archidiaconus  fignijicabit  epij'copo,  quos  invenerit  in  quo- 
que  îïEcanatu  eâ  doctrinâ  et  judicio  prœditos,  ut  digni  Jlnt, 
qui2 pro  condone  doceant populum,  ('for  preachers  in  thofe 
days  were  rare  ' — Gibfon,)  et  prœfint  aliis.  Ex  Wis 
epijeopus  poteji  delectum  facer  e,  quos  velit  e[fe  îiccanos 
rurales." 

To  the  bifhop  the  fame  power  of  nomination  is  con- 
tinued by  the  fifth  canon  of  His  Majesty's  Declaration 
concerning  EccleJiaJ'tical  Affairs  (A.D.  mdclx.)  :  —  "  élirai 


(')  May  I  notice,  at  this  point,  &  formula  of  the  Romifh  Church  in 
England,  of  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  by  which,  Richard  Smith, 
bilhop  of  Chalcedon,  appoints  his  archdeacon,  and  gives  him  the  power 
of  electing  his  own  î)ean$  rural? — The  original  document  is  ftated  to  be 
in  St.  Gregory's  feminary  at  Paris,  by  the  author  of  The  Church  Hj/tory 
of  England  (Dodd,  I  believe),  whence  I  tranferibe  the  following  extract  : — 

"  Quo  verd  clerus,  et  populus  tuâ  follicitudine,  curâ,  ac  diligen- 

tiâ,  in  via  virtutis  incedat,  et  bonorum  ope  rum  fructus  ubique  proje- 
tâmes, volumus  ut  totum  dijtrietum  tuum  femel  faltem  in  fingulis  annis 
in  propria  perfonci  vijites  ;  et  duos  vel  plures  presbyteros,  viros  idoneos, 
atque  integrœ  et  probata:  vitee,  in  preedicto  di/trictii  tuo,  eligas,  qui  mu- 
nus  occanorum  ruraltum  obeant  in  locis  intra  dijtrietum  tuum  à  te  prœ- 
(iituendis,  prœjtoque  fint  rationem  tibi  continua  reddere  de  moribus  pres- 
byterorum,  et  preedictarum  perfonarum  laicarum  intra  terminos  tui 
di/trictus  degentium,  feu  commorantium.  Quorum  virorum,  ita  a  te 
electorum,  notnina  ad  nos  dejlinabis,  ut,  literarum  nqftrarum  vigore 
approbalionem,  et  eonfirmalionem  confquantur  &c."  Part  vi.  char.  i. 
Book  m.  art.  iv.  Records  of  the  Clergy,  p.  152. 

(2)  In  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter,  the  ucan  rural,  annually  elected 
upon  the  old  foundation,  preaches  two  vifitation  fermons  during  his 
year  of  office  ;  and  the  fame  cuftom  obtained  in  the  days  of  Atterbury 
(archdeacon  of  Totnefs  mdccviii.),  and  ftill  obtains,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Exeter  : — probably,  in  both  cafes,  founded  on  this  canon,  which  was 
interpreted  as  referring  to  Viftation  fermons. 


Sparrow's  Col- 
lection of  Ar- 
ticles Sec. 


CC.M  B.elH. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  562. 


See  H.  D.  R. 
Yol.n.Appendix. 
Part.  II.  Sect.  III. 
Diocefe  of  Lon- 
don. &  a  Letter 
figned  C.  P.  S. 
in  the  Roman- 
Catholic  Maga- 
zine for  Augul't 
1835. 


Atterbury's  Ar- 
chidiaconal 
Charge, 
MDCCVIII. 


126 


Selection  ant)  Institution. 


[Part  III. 


!  trcans,  as  heretofore,  to  be  nominated  by  the  bifhop  of 
the  diocefe."    While  in  the  diocefe  of  Kilmore,  during 
Bnmet's  Life  of  the  epifcopate  of  the  primitive  Billiop  Bedell,  the  old 

Bedell,  p.  184.  _     r      „  ,        ,  ,        .  ,     .  , 

cuftom,  of  the  clergy  electing  their  own  a  cans,  returned  : 
n  ivRf4f  — "  ^  fecun^um  prijtinam  et  antiquam  hujus  diœcefeos 
Kilmorenjîs  conftitutionem,  in  tribus  ejus  regionibus  très 
trecant  (int,  aJ>  ipjis  minijiris  ejufdem  fcccanatus  eligendi,  qui 
vitam  et  mores  cleri  jugi  circumfpcctione  cuftodiant,  et  ad 
epijeopum  référant,  ejujque  mandata  accipiant,  et,  quoties 
opus  erit,  per  apparitorem  fcccanatus  ad  compresbyteros  Juos 
tranfmittant." 

cc.M.B.etH.      In  The  Proceedinqs  in  Convocation  about  Ulural  Beans 

Vol.  iv.  p.  638.  ^  no 

(A.D.  mdccx.),  the  Upper  Home  ieems  to  have  been 
unwilling  to  admit  the  doctrine  of  Innocent's  refcript, 
fo  often  alluded  to,  but  rather  inclined  to  reft  ore  to 
the  diftrict  clergy  the  priftine  capacity  of  electing  their 
own  îjeans,  fubject  to  epifcopal  fanction  alone.  "  That 
the  clergy  of  every  foeanrg,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
fliall  chufe  a  perfon  qualified  "  (i.  e.  "  beneficed  within 
the  ïeanïg,  as  rector,  vicar,  or  perpetual  curate,  refident 
upon  his  benefice  or  cure,  of  the  elder  and  graver  fort 
of  the  clergy,  and  a  graduate  in  one  of  the  two  uni- 
verfities  within  this  province  "....)...."  who  fhall 
be  prefented  by  the  archdeacon  or  other  ordinary  to 
the  bifliop  for  his  approbation  ;  and  when  approved, 
fhall  be  appointed  by  the  bifhop  under  his  hand  to  exe- 
cute the  faid  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
caufe  fhould  appear  to  the  bifhop  for  altering  the  faid 
term." 

The  latter  part  of  this  projected  canon  was  pertina- 
cioufly  refitted  by  the  Lower  Houfe,  in  their  eagernefs 
to  advance  the  privileges  of  their  own  members,  by 
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invefting  archdeacons  with  the  joint-power  of  difmiffing, 
as  well  as  appointing,  ïrcans  rural,  according  to  the  papal 
decree,  and  the  gloffes  of  John  de  Athon  and  Lyndwood 
on  the  legatine  and  provincial  conft  itutions  : — or,  at  leaft, 
they  would  have  carried,  as  an  indifpenfable  amendment, 
that  the  archdeacon's  confent  fhould  be  firft  obtained, 
before  the  biihop  proceeded  to  the  authoritative  act  of 
difplacement. 

On  the  continent,  ten  years  after  this  convocational 
war  about  the  rurt^îjccanal  conftitution  in  England,  the 
council  of  Reuffen  iffued  the  decree  following,  without 
noticing  in  whom  the  right  of  electing  rural  protopres- 
byters lay  ;  but  appointing  them  paftors  of  the  paftors  of 
their  ïïeanrits,  and  correctors  of  facerdotal  faults  and  fail- 
ings, perfonally  or  by  delation  to  the  bifhop,  as  the  head 
of  their  mrifdiction.     "  Quoniam  piotopresbMcrorum  (ïïeca- 1  Concilium  Ru- 

*/       n       «.  n  •/••  thenorum,(A.D. 

norum  ruralt'um)  officium  gravius  eft,  quàm  exijtimatur  :  mdccxx) 
monet  fancta  fynodus,  ut  ii  tantùm  qffumantur,  qui  zelo,  \  ^'rc^fmvi 
jrietate,  doctrinâ,  et  eruditione  cœteris  prœluceant,  ex  feecu-  co1- 353- 
laribus  fi  idonei  inter  eos  fuer'uit  ;  fut  minus  ex  régula  rib  us. 
Ipji  vero  fecum  cogitent,  Je  ejje  conjtitutos  pajtorum  fui 
dijïrictûs  paj'tores,  eâque  de  causa,  niji  ipjbrum  defectus  cor- 
rigant,  vel  ad  epifeopum  déferont,  Juoque  officio  accurate  fuu- 
gantur,  cœterorum  animas  de  ipjbrum  ctiam  manibus  requi- 
rendas  effe." 

As  to  îrccanal  appointments  in  modern  days,  the  fame 
confuetudo  locorum,  as  we  have  above  referred  to,  has 
much  influence  over  them.  There  is  no  general  rule  of 
election  and  inftitution.  Every  diocefe  adheres  to  its 
own  cuftoms.    In  fome  places,  the  mandate  of  election  somnerWMf.  0/ 

A  Cant.  toc.  citai. 

proceeds,  by  the  bifhop's  grant,  from  the  archdeacon 
alone,  as  (to  quote  from  our  infular  ufages)  formerly  in 
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the  diocefe  of  Canterbury1,  and,  at  one  time,  feemingly, 
in  that  of  Lincoln  {  fee,  in  the  gïppenîux,  "admonitio  epifco- 
palis  archidiacono  facta  de  fumptibus  îrccano  rural t  allo- 
candis")  —  in  others,  from  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon 
jointly,  that  is,  from  the  bifhop  through  the  archdeacon, 
as  now-a-days  in  the  diocefe  of  Exeter2,  where  the  clergy 
are  the  actual  electors  : — in  others,  again,  from  the 
bifhop  alone,  as  in  the  diocefes  of  London,  Bangor,  Bath 
and  Wells,  Chefter,  Chichefter,  Ely,  Hereford,  Lichfield, 
Llandaff,  Norwich,  Oxford,  Peterborough,  Winchefter, 
Gloucefter  and  Briftol,  St.  Asaph,  St.  David's,  Worcefter, 
and  Salisbury 3, — in  the  latter  of  which  the  office  is,  at 
prefent,  on  the  authority  of  our  venerated  diocefan  him- 
felf,  entirely  dependent  on  the  perfonal  jarifdiction  of  the 
bifhop  ; — the  archdeacon  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
appointment,  except  fo  far  as  the  bifhop  may  defire 
him  to  mention  the  names  of  clergymen  eligible  to  the 
duty; — which  has  been  occafionally  done  by  the  rural 


(')  The  Commiffion  noiv  iflues  from  the  archbifhop  directly  to  the 
rural  fccan  in  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury  :  and  the  fame  rule  obtains  in 
the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  and  almoft  all  others. 

(2)  "Volumus  etiatn ut  tlccanatuS  Plympton  fteut  ab  antiquo  folet  et 
autentieo  feripto  bonœ  memoriae  I.  Ezo?i.  ep'i  plejiius  et  melius  tejlatur 
eeii'iae  de  Plympton  remaneat,  ita  JcUicet  ut  clericus  per  te  et  fuecejjbres 
tuos  et  canoîiicos  arc/id'o  Tottoniœ.  qui  pro  tempore  fuerit  prefentetur, 
et  curam  foccanatûg  per  eum  fufcipiat — quod  ep'us  et  ejus  officiates 
repellendi  illos  qui  per  vos  fuerint  prefintati  nullum  prorshs  habeant 
potejlatem."  Inter  privilégia  monajlerii  de  Plimton.  Temp.  Ivelii 
prioris.  ftcg.  ^ltmton  Not.  ®ï»t>-  Kennett's  Par.  Ant. 
V.  ii.  p.  353. 

(3)  Such  alfo  is  the  ufage  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with 
its  ruri-tlccanal  adminiftration  ;  and  likewife  in  the  diocefe  of  Barbados, 
on  the  authority  of  Bifhop  Coleridge. 
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presbyters  themfelves  ;  —  but  in  neither  cafe  with  any 
power  of  nomination,  as  an  official  right.    Such  likewife 
was  the  conftitution  of  the  office  in  the  days  of  Bifhop 
Ward,  and  alfo  in  thofe  of  Bifhop  Fifher,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Sarum.    And  yet,  to  fhew  how  much  the  ufages  of  the 
church  have  varied,  at  different  periods,  in  relation  to 
the  economy  of  this  office,  even  in  the  fame  diocefe,  we 
find  traces  of  an  oppofite  cuftom  to  that  now  prevalent, 
in  the  early  conftitutions  of  the  fee  of  Sarum.    In  the 
Conjiitutiones  facta  in  pleno  cap'lo  eccVice  Sarum  in  feflo 
Affkmpt.  B.  Virginis,  anno  mccxxii.,  this  claufe  occurs  : 
"îDecant  etiam  rurales  de  communi  confenfu  d'ni  epi  et 
archid 'orum  inftituantur  et  dejiituantur."     And  in  the 
canon  " de  îïeeants  injîituendis"  of  the  Alice  Conjiitutiones 
Mgidii  Saresberienfis  Episcopi  (A.D.  mcclvi.),  is  the  fol- 
lowing injunction  :  "Statuimus,  ut  cum  îïccam'  rurales  ido- 
nci  ab  archidiaconis  fuerint  injiituti,  nobis  et  fucce/Joribus 
nojiris prœfententur  ad  facramentum  corporate prœjiandum  :" 
— clearly  (hewing,  that,  in  the  days  of  Bifhops  Poore1 
and  Bridport,  the  inftitution  of  îïeans  rural  was  partially, 
at  leaft,  a  matter  of  archidiaconal  concernment  in  our 
diocefe.    Nor,  indeed,  in  that  of  Winchefter2,  has  the 

Keg.  Dfmunb. 
E'pi  Sarum  93îê. 
apud  W.  K.  in 
9)!ê.  9l6t). 

CC.  M.  B.  e  t  H 
Vol.i.  p.  715. 

See  I.  Filefaci 
Selector.  L.  II. 
p.  97.  de  Corpor 
Sacram. 

(')  Bifhop  Poore  drew  up  a  body  of  conftitutions  at  a  diocefan  fynod, 
fubfequent  to  the  year  mccxxii,  for  the  regulation  of  his  fee.    They  are 
divided  into  eighty-feven  canons  ;  of  which  the  penultimate  commands 
the  archdeacons  to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  duly  obferved  ; — to  give 
copies  of  them  to  the  rural  Dcansi,  who  are  to  tranferibe  them,  and  furnifh 
the  rectors  and  vicars  within  their  precincts. 

(2)  In  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter,  there  are,  at  prefent,  two  foundations 
of  rural  Deans,  the  old  and  new — the  latter  inftituted  a  few  years  lince  by 
Bifhop  Sumner,  and  appointed  folely  and  exclufively  by  his  authority 
{fee  &pp cnÎJÎX,  Winchejter  Documents) — the  former  of  ancient  ftanding 
and  peculiar  conftitution  ;  whereby  the  clergy  are  empowered  to  elect  a 
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act  of  appointing  been  always  with  the  bifhop,  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  archdeacon  ;  though  in  the  prefent  age 
the  latter  is  no  party  to  it: — for  in  the  J'y  nodal  conjiitu- 
tions  of  Bifhop  Woodloke  (A.D.  mcccviii.)  it  is  ftipulated 
"  quod  de  ccetero,  tarn  îïccant,  quàm  apparitores  eorum,  per 
nos,  aut  officiaient  nojlrum,  archidiaconum,  vel  officiaient 
eorum,  communitèr  eligantur,  et  amoveantur  Jîmilitèr  com- 
munitèr per  eofdem" 

Indeed,  fo  good  a  cafe  of  feeming  right  to  a  participa- 
tion in  the  appointment  of  tfcans  rural  generally,  in  Eng- 

Interpreter  in  land,  do  the  archdeacons  put  forward,  that  Dr.  Cowell  in 
r.'c.  ofscanâ  his  Interpreter,  and  Dr.  Godolphin  in  his  Repertorium  Ca- 
c!vh. p^3/'     nonicum  (the  latter  copying  the  former),  have  compofed 


their  definition  of  titan  rural  in  accordance  with  it — influ- 
enced, no  doubt,  by  the  papal  refcript  of  Innocent  III  : — 
"Aperfon  having  ecclejiajticaljur  if  diction  over  other  minifiers 
and  parijhes  near  adjoining,  ajjigned  unto  him  hy  the  bijhop 
and  archdeacon,  being  placed  and  difplaced  by  them."  Still 
it  is  the  writer's  firm  conviction  that  no  archdeacon  can 
lay  legal  claim  to  co-electorfhip  with  the  bifhop  ;  whofe 
office  alone  it  is  de  jure  to  appoint  beans  rural  in  his 
diocefe. 

In  the  moft  recent  revival  of  "  the  ancient  ufe  of 


perfon,  at  the  archidiaconal  vifitation,  to  fill  the  nominal  office  of  6can 
rural,  and  to  preach  at  the  two  fubfequent  vifitations  of  the  archdeacon 
and  bifliop's  commiirary  (in  Surrey).  But  the  office  is  in  fact,  Archdeacon 
Hoare  informs  me,  a  mere  nullity,  except  for  preaching  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  election  is  annual,  and  the  lican  changed.  This  ancient  foun- 
dation, though  thus  limited  by  ufage,  it  is  expreffly  provided  by  the 
billiop,  is  not  to  be  affected  by  his  new  appointment.  The  latter  is 
general  throughout  Hants  and  Surrey:  the  older  inftitution,  on  the 
authority  of  Archdeacon  Bayley,  obtains  not  in  Hants. 
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Irenns  rural  "  in  England  (viz.  in  the  diocefe  of  London, 
where,  while  I  am  writing — December  mdcccxxxiii — 
they  are  juft  appointed),  the  act  of  appointment  was  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  bithop  ;  but  the  îïcans  are  to  qffiji  the 
archdeacons  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  and  to  act 
in  Jubordi nation  to  them1;  which  feems  to  be,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  as  judicious  a  mode  of  rendering  the 
inftitution  of  îïcans  rural  efficient,  without  the  rifk  of 
rendering  it  offenfive  to  the  intermediate  functionaries, 
the  archdeacons,  as  can  be  devifed. 

"  Although  there  are  inftances,  in  times  paft  and  pre- 
fent,  of  the  clergy  electing  îïcans  among  themfelves," 
fays  an  anonymous  author,  "  yet  confidering  they  are  to 
correfpond  with  their  bilhop,  to  act  many  things  in  his 
name  and  by  his  authority,  and  to  be  accountable  to 
him,  it  is  but  meet  he  mould  have  the  choice  of  them, 
as  for  the  moft  part  he  formerly  had." 

"  The  wife  election  of  the  îican  rural  is  a  matter  of  the 
greateft  importance,  and  requires  the  greateft  care  ;  " 
for  "he  muft  be  one  that  fincerely  loves  God  and  the 
church,  and  hath  a  tender  regard  to  the  fouls  of  men. 
He  muft  alfo  be  furnifhed  with  found  learning,  and  with 
dexterity  to  manage  men  and  bufmefs:" — "the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  church,  the  {topping  of  herefie  and 
fchifm,  the  preventing  the  growth  of  popery,  and  chiefly 
the  recovering  of  decayed  piety  among  the  people,  de- 
pending on  the  judicious  appointment  of  this  officer." 

A  Humble  Pro- 
pofalfnr  Paro- 
chial Reforma- 
tion &c.  chap. 
xix.pp.120,121. 

I 

(')  In  Gratian's  time,  Bingham  obferves,  archdeacons  had  power  over 
atchpusbntcrg  or  rural  ï)ean$,  and  ufually  now  retain  it.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  rural  Ijcaus  are  not  mentioned  elfewhere  in  the  Ecclefiajli- 
cal  Ajitiquitks. 

K  2 

O.E.  B.ii. 
c.  xxi.  s.  8. 
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"  If  all  the  qualifications  requifite  cannot  eafily  be 
found  in  every  bcnnarw,  yet  it  is  necelFary  to  go  as  near 
them  as  poffible  ;  but  efpecially  to  provide  men  of  clear 
reputation  for  unblameable  behaviour,  and  of  difcreet 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  God  and  advancement  of  re- 
ligion." 
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SECTION  II. 


The  Method  of  Institution. 


AVING  done  with  the  right  of  election  and 
appointment  of  îïcans  rural — in  whom  it  pri- 
marily refted,  and  in  whom  by  delegation — 
we  naturally  inquire,  in  the  next  place,  how, 
or  by  what  method,  were  thefe  officers  inftituted  in  the 
church 1  ? — by  oral  declaration,  or  by  formal  commiffion 
in  fcriptis  ? — If  by  the  latter,  are  any  fuch  formula  of 
inftitution  known  to  antiquaries? 

After  affiduous  fearch — not  in  the  archives  of  public 
libraries,  nor  in  the  manufcriptal  records  of  epifcopal 
muniment-rooms,  (for  I  enjoy  few  fuch  opportunities  of 
inveftigation,)  but  in  printed  books  of  eatler  accefs  and 
perufal — I  am  compelled  to  reply,  to  the  beft  of  my 
belief,  that  none  have  been  ever  given  to  the  public  of 
a  date  antecedent  to  the  fixteenth  century  ;  and  it  is 
faid  by  a  far  higher  authority  in  thefe  matters,  the  vicar 
of  Ambrofden,  that  none  exift  in  manufcript.  At  leaft  i 
Dr.  Kennett  replies  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln's  queftion 


(')  It  were  abfurd  to  think  of  recovering  any  authentic  inftruments 
of  inftitution  of  the  Eaftern  ïieang  rural — the  pcrtoueutœ  of  Afia  Minor, 
or  of  the  fubfequent  warcht  or  protopapaï)cs>.  But  fee  Goar.  Euchol. 
Grœcor.  p.  271.  and  again  p.  277.  and  note  p.  287  ;  alfo  notes  to  Dr. 
Priaulx's  Brief  Account  &c,  for  a  form  of  ordination  of  a  protopapaS. 
Qu.  Was  this  form  ufed  at  the  ordination  of  btcan  as  well  as  urban 
protopopcS  ? 


H.D.R.  Vo1.  it. 
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upon  this  point,  that  he  had  met  with  none  in  the  courfe 
of  his  refearches  : — "As  farr  as  myprefent  thoughts  can 
reach,"  Kennett  writes,  "  I  believe  the  rural  hearts  were 
long  appointed  by  the  diocefan  without  any  formal  com- 
miffion in  Jcriptis,  and  inverted  in  the  office  by  the  deli- 
very of  the  common  feed,  which  at  the  death  of  each  ïican 
was  returned  to  the  bithop,  or  committed  into  cuftody 
by  his  order,  to  be  given  to  a  fuccelTor  at  the  hilltop's 
nomination." 

Oral  declaration  or  nomination,  and  tradition  of  the 
ïiccanal  Jèal,  feems  to  have  been  the  ordinary  way  of 
inftituting  ïrcans  rural  in  England;  and  this,  probably, 
at  the  times  of  epifcopal  vifitation.  Had  there  been 
deeds  of  commiffion,  heretofore  in  ufe,  they  would  have 
been  found  in  fome  of  the  diocefan  regifters 1  ;  but  there 
is  not  the  leaft  intimation  of  any  fuch,  in  an  authentic 
I  form,  to  the  very  time  of  the  Reformation  ; — at  leaft,  in 
reference  to  ïrcans  rural,  ftrictly  fo  called  :  though  many 
formal  conveyances2  occur  of  the  îïcansïjt'p  of  the  court 


(')  White  Kennett  particularly  notices,  that  no  deeds  of  commiffion 
are  feen  in  the  worthy  Dr.  Hutton's  moll  accurate  collections  from  the 
rolls  of  H.  Wells  and  R.  Grofthead,  bilhops  of  Lincoln,  nor  in  thofe  of 
Walt.  Grey  of  York. 

(2)  "  Frater  Johannes  eccl'ice  Cant,  minijier  humilis —  dilecto  jilio 
magijlro  P.  nuper  î)ccanatu£  eccl'iœ  beatœ  Mariœ  de  Arcubus  London. 
cujlodi  falutem — dilectum  jîlium  mag  'rum  Rogerum  de  Rothewelle  cle- 
ricum  nq/trum  in  eccl'iâ  B.  Mariœ  de  Arcubus  prefecimus  in  fccranum 
—  vobis  mandamus — ut  figillum  ïiccnnatûs  eidem  Rogero  liberetis.  Dut. 
apud  Favrefliam  ix.  cal.  Octob.  A.D.  mcclxxix."  By  which  it  feems 
plain,  that,  upon  the  deceafe  of  the  Dean,  another  clergyman  was  made 
keeper  of  the  Jèal,  till  the  archbifliop  appointed  a  fucceffor,  who  had 
feilin  of  his  office  by  delivery  of  the  laid  feal  without  any  other  delega- 
tion in  writing.  Which  nomination  and  tranfmitting  the  feal  was  the 
ordinary  way  of  inftituting  rural  fccang. 
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of  arches,  in  the  arehbifhop's  regift  ers, — an  office  hereto- 
fore attached  to  the  rectory  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary-le- 
Bow,  or  B.  Mariœ  de  Arcubus — the  incumbent  of  which 
was  once  rural  or  urban  îjean  of  London — tfie  ïrean  of 
©firtsttamty1 — having  under  his  peculiar  diftrict  the 
churches  exempt  from  the  diocefan,  and  fubject  to  the 
arehbifhop's  immediate  jurifdiction. 

The  non-appearance  of  formularies  of  bttanal  inftitu-  ^^tprà' 
tion  in  diocefan  regifters,  while  they  abound  in  the  j 
archiepifcopal,  is  accounted  for  by  Kennett  in  his  J$l§b. 
letter  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln: — "The  titan  of  the 
arches  or  peculiars  in  London  kept  his  cuftomary  rights, 
and  obtained  fome  new  prerogatives,  becaufe  there  was 
no  archdeacon  to  reftrain  him  :  whereas  in  other  ordi- 
nary otaiurtes,  the  refpective  archdeacons  had  fo  crampt 
the  authority  of  rural  otans,  (nay,  in  fome  diocefes  had 
extorted  from  the  weaker  bifhops  the  power  of  confti- 
tuting  and  removing  them  at  pleafure,)  that  I  prefume," 
fays  the  antiquary,  "  there  was  no  great  folemnity  in 
appointing  men  to  execute  the  declining  office,  com- 
monly bellowed  by  verbal  nomination  and  tradition  of 
the  feed." 

Wherever  there  was  exprefs  defignation  by  writ  or 
patent,  it  was  in  the  ufual  form  of  the  ordinary's  dele- 


(')  "  E  cœteris  in  urbe  Londinenfi  parœciis,"  fays  Oughton,  "jamdih  Oughton's  Ordo 
fuerunt  et  adhice  extant  numéro  tredecim,  Jub  jurifilictionis  pèculiaris  Ugametw^Ti. xi. 
privilégia,  di/linctee  et  omnino  exemptée;  quœ  nempè  ejujâem  diœcefeos 
epifropo  nullatenùs  Jubjaûeant,Jèd  ipjtjjimo  metropolitano,  quà  ordinario, 
immediate  fubjectœ  remanent  ;  quorum  una  eft  ilia  parochia  Sanctœ 
Mariœ  de  Arcubus,  et  habebatur  quafi  prœcipua,"  &c. 

"Obarcuatam  bafdicam,  m  qud,  pro  tribunali,  fédère  folebat,  ticcnnug 
de  Arcubus." 
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gating  any  other  official  or  commiffary,  mutatis  mutandis. 
And  White  Kennett  acknowledges  it  as  probable  that 
there  may  have  been  Ihort  inftruments  of  conveying  the 
ordinary  truft  of  îïcan  rural,  though  not  remaining  upon 
record1.  Be  it  fo,  or  otherwife,  antecedent  to  the  epoch 
referred  to  by  the  learned  author  ;  many  fuch  documents 
have  been  met  with  in  diocefan  regifters,  fince  that 
event,  in  England,  and  a  few  fhort  formulae  of  inftitution 
of  îjeans  on  the  continent  (one  of  which  has  been  already 
quoted,  Sect,  n.)  are  feen  in  Van  Efpen,  I.E.U.  Part  i. 
Tit.  vi.  cap.  i.  p.  29.  Some  interefting  Jïtsb.  forms  have 
reached  me  from  the  diocefe  of  Cheller,  by  the  kindnefs 
of  Mr. Ward,  and  are  given  in  the  gïppcnïïtx  under  that 
title. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  May  mdli,  Bithop  Bird  (the 
firft  prelate  of  the  new  fee  of  Chefter)  granted  the  office 
of  rural  ican  of  Kendal,  Lonfdale,  and  Catheric  fccanrtes, 
to  Thomas  Bland  for  life  ({'durante  vitâ  fuâ  naturali  ")  by 
patent,  (fee  the  document,  with  feveral  others,  in  the 
gtpjpcnbt'x — Chejîer  Documents — N°.  i.) — Thefe  patents,  as 
formulae  of  inftitution,  are  curious,  and  have  never 
before  been  laid  before  the  public.  From  them  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  principal  regiftrar  of  the  diocefe  did  not 
interfere  with  the  ïïccanal  jurifdiction,  but  that  the  beans 
had  feparate  regiftrars  of  their  acts  appointed  by  the 


(')  It  is  certain  the  next  fuccelFor  to  Peckham,  Archbifhop  Win- 
chelfey,  made  a  ÎJcan  of  St.  Mary  Arches  by  thefe  exprefs  letters-patent. 
— "  Robertus  Cant.  ar.  ep'us  dilecto  Jilio  mag'ro  Henrico  de  Nqffington 
canonico  eccl'iœ  Line,  falutem.  Officium  îjecattatus  eccl'iœ  Beatœ  Mariœ 
de  Arcubus  London,  cum  fuis  juribus  et  pertinentiis  univtrfis,  et  exerci- 
tium  jurifdictionis  cjitfdem — tibi  committimus  per  prefentes — dat.  apud 
Otteford.  3.kaI.Jun.  mccxcv." 
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bifhop.  (See  glppcncrix  N°.  n.)     In  mdcxv2,  the  office  of 
rural  ttean  of  all  the  fceanrics  of  Richmond  archdeaconry 
(fave  only  Amoundernefs)  was  united  with  that  of  com- 
miffary,  and  granted  by  patent  for  life  to  Edmund  Main- 
waring  and  Mark  Pickering  (fee  gïppenïux  N°.  v.),  and  fub- 
fequently  to  Jofeph  Cradock  (including  Amoundernefs) 
in  mdcxxxvi,  who  continued  patentee  of  all  the  ÎJecanatES 
at  the  time  of  the  Reftoration  in  mdclx.  Confirmations 
of  other  fuch  patents  appear  in  the  acts  of  the  tfcan  and 
chapter  of  Chefter  of  later  date,  all  parties  acknowledging 
the  feparate  jurifdiction  of  the  teans  rural  (fee  Remon- 
Jlrance  of  the  bean  and  chapter,  and  Anfiver  of  the  bijhop, 
A.D.  mdclxii,  gïppcnîJh;  N°.  vu.),  and  cautioufly  preferving 
it  in  the  fucceffive  particular  and  general  patents  for  a 
century  afterwards. 

There  anciently  obtained  in  fome  diocefes  a  cuftom  of 
fwearing  toans  rural  to  the  obfervance  of  certain  articles 
at  the  time  of  their  inftitution  ;  of  which  the  firft  notice 
I  have  met  with  is  in  the  feventh  canon  of  the  Meath 
Conjtitutions  (A.D.  mccxvi.),  to  this  effect  : — "  Ut  in  ad- 
mijione  ad  officium  juramentum  prœjîent  de  fideli  execu- 
tione  fui  officii.    Item  de  inquirendo  et  prafentando  nobis  et 

CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  547. 

(2)  At  the  prefent  time,  the  whole  ticcanal  jurifdiction  is  exercifed  by 
the  commilfary  of  Richmond  and  archdeacon  of  Chefter,  the  rural 
Ï)canrtc5  being  all  vefted  in  them  ;  and,  by  right  of  the  ancient  office  of 
liean  rural,  their  jurifdiction  is  confiderable,  though  the  archdeacons  of 
Richmond  and  Chefter,  as  fuch,  have  no  jurifdiction  whatever — that  is, 
in  their  archidiaconal  capacity  alone — the  fame  having  been  furrendered 
to  the  crown  at  the  inftitution  of  the  fee,  and  vefted  in  the  bifhop,  who 
has  not  thought  fit  to  give  to  the  archdeacons  any  jurifdiction,  and  they 
are  entitled  to  none  by  the  charter  but  what  he  choofes  to  beftow  on 
them,  with  the  falary  of  50/.  to  each. 
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CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.i.  p.  715. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  49. 
can.  xiii. 


See  Stypcnbir, 
Chefter  Patents, 
No.  r. 


Ditto  Charge, 
Ditto,  No.  m. 


CC.  Rotomag 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  398. 


officialibus  nojlris  nomina  et  cognomina  omnium  et  fingulo- 
rnm  infra  fuos  ÎJccanatus,  qui  publiée  et  notoriè  defamati  aut 
vehementèr  fujpecti  funt  de  aliquo  ermine  aut  infamiâ,  per 
auctoritatem  nqflram  pnniend.  et  corrigend."  &c.  See  here- 
after, under  Vifttational  duties — f^.B.IR.  Part  iv.  Sect.  n. 

About  forty  years  later  we  read  of  the  facramentum 
corporate  as  being  taken  by  hearts  rural  of  the  diocefe  of 
Salisbury,  on  their  prefentation  to  the  bifhop,  after  infti- 
tution  by  the  archdeacon.  See  the  Conjiitutiones  aliœ 
of  Giles  Bridport  (A.D.  mcclvi.),  can.  de  îïccnnts  infti- 
tuendis  :  and  on  the  nature  of  the  corporal  facrament 
("Tactis  corporalitèr  facrofanctis  evangehis  in  publico  corpo- 
ralitPr  fubeant  facramenta."  Conft.  Siculae,  L.  i.  Tit.  lix.) 
See  Ducange  GJoJJ'ar.  Tom.  in.  col.  884. 

The  obligation  of  an  oath,  I  have  no  doubt,  continued 
to  be  impofed  on  thefe  officers  fubfequently,  though  the 
Concilia  Magnœ  Britanniœ  et  Hibcrniœ  of  Wilkins  afford 
no  record  thereof  till  the  provincial  Scotch  council  of 
Edinburgh  (A.D.  mdxlix.)  ;  wherein  it  is  enacted,  "  quod 
tfecam  ante  fufceptionem  fui  officii  jurent  de  fideli  ejus  adml- 
niftratione  in  omnibus"  &c,  as  hereafter  cited  in  full, 
under  vifitation  duties. 

In  the  patent  of  ttcan  rural  of  the  Cannes  of  Kendal, 
Lonfdale,  and  Catheric,  to  Thomas  Bland,  A.D.  mdli,  it 
is  faid,  "  Tibi  in  virtute  juramenti  tui  coram  nobis  de  officio 
prœdict.  fi déliter  exequend.  in  hâc  parte  priùs  prœjlit. 
damns  et  concedimus"  &c.  :  and  the  oath  is  again  referred 
to  in  the  bifhop's  Charge  to  the  iïeans,  A.D.  mdxciv.  ;  but, 
as  if  it  ceafed  to  be  exacted,  the  words  occur  in  no  fub- 
fequent  patent. 

The  Rouen  collection  of  councils  prefents  us  with 
the  form  of  the  becanaï  oath,  as  it  was  adminiftered  in 
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the  diocefe  of  Evreux  (A.D.  mdlxx vi).  It  appears  among 
the  ftatutes  of  the  fummer  fynod,  under  the  title  "de 
Decants  ÎHuraltuus  ;  "  and  is  thus  introduced — "Nefrujïrà 
lex  et  Jtatutum  detur,fi  nemo  fit  qui  obfervet,  vel  obfervari 
in  nofira  abfenMa  procuret,  prœcipimus  ÎJecam's  ut  tanquàm 
ex  altâ  fpeculâ  pv -ofpiciant  in  omnes,  ac  fidelith  déferont 
delinquentes  et  contumaces:  in  quern  finem  damns  ipfis 
potej'tatem  citandi  quofcunque  fine  alio  mandato  Jpeciali,  et 
prohibcmus  ne  conniveant,  ml  cum  ullo  pretio  interpofito 
tranfigant  fub  pœnâ  erga  nos  perfidiœ,  et  perjurii  in  deum 
contra  juramentum,  quod  omnibus  fynodis  volumus  ab  illis 
in  nojlris  manibus  fieri  et  renovari,  cujns  hœc  eft  forma  ex 
fanctis  canonibus  J'umpta — 

15go  N.  ÏJccanus  de  N.  furo  per  deum  vimm  et  hœcfancta 
evangelia  quod  amodo  in  antea  quidquid  novi,  aut  audiri, 
aut  pofimodum  inquifiturus  fnm  quod  contra  voluntatem 
Dei,  aut  rectam  Chriftianitatem  in  ÎJecanatu  mihi  commifjo 
factum  fit  aut  factum  erit,fi  in  diebus  meis  evenerit,  et  ad 
cognitioncm  meam  pervenerit,  aut  indicatum  mihi  fuerit, 
fynodalem  caufam  ejje  et  ad  minijterium  domini  met  epi- 
fcopi  pertinere  :  quod  nec  propter  amorcm,  nee  propter 
timorem,  nec  propter  pretium,  nec  propter  parentelam,  nul- 
latenùs  celabo  prœdicto  domino  meo  epifcopo,  aut  ejus  miffb, 
cui  hoc  inquirere  juj/èrit,  aut  ejus  officiariis.  Sic  me  deus 
adjuvet  et  hœc  Sancta  Dei  JZvangelia" 

We  have  recorded  the  adminiftration  of  an  oath  to  .^otitiac  ©cttji 
the  beans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Salisbury  by  Bifliop  Tranfcn®,0*"" 
Bridport  in  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century.    An  p'339, 
oath  was  alfo  adminiftered  to  them  by  Bifliop  Ward  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  feventeenth  century.    The  Articles 
of  Enquiru  drawn  up  by  him  (foon  after  his  inftallation)  acppcnb^, 

J  1      J  .       .  Salisbury  Do- 

for  the  ufe  of  the  ïjeans  rural  of  his  diocefe  are  yet  extant  cuments. 
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in  his  Common-place  Booh,  and  are  headed,  "Officinm 
"iDcranortnn  ïluraltum  ad  quod  juramento  ajtringendi" 

From  the  form  of  the  ÎJcan's  oath,  fet  down  by  the 
diligent  Dr.  Godolphin  in  his  Repertory,  as  in  old  times 
adminiftered,  the  then  authority  and  jurifdiction  of  this 
rural  officer  in  England  may  be  fufficiently  underftood. 
The  exact  date  of  the  inftrument  I  am  unable  to  afcer- 
pnjal'for'paro^  ^ôn.  It  is  in  vain  fought  for  in  an  authentic  fhape  of 
Cthnpf\'rma'  ear^er  publication.  The  duties  enumerated  are  found 
difperfed  through  ancient  councils,  but  no  where  fo 
compendioufly  and  formally  drawn  up.  Nor  have  I  met 
with  any  genuine  form  of  îïccanal  jurament  in  actual  ufe 
in  modern  days,  except  in  one  diocefe  of  England1. 
Godolphin's  is  to  this  effect  : — 


Articles  mtrustcrcù  to  Hural  Beans. 

"  ï,  A.  B.,  Î30  sfocar,  diligently  and  faithfully  to  execute 
the  office  of  ÏJtan  rural  within  the  tfcanrp  of  C. 

"1.  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully  execute,  or  caufe  to 
be  executed,  all  fuch  proceffes  as  lhall  be  directed  unto 
me  from  my  lord  bilhop  of  E.  or  his  officers  or  minifters, 
by  his  authority. 

"  2.  Item,  I  will  give  diligent  attendance,  by  myfelf  or 
my  deputy,  at  every  conliftory-court,  to  be  holden  by 
the  faid  reverend  father  in  God,  or  his  chancellor,  as 
well  to  return  fuch  proceffes  as  fhall  be  by  me  or  my 


(')  In  the  Commiffion  ufed  by  Bifliop  Burgefs  in  the  diocefe  of  St. 
David's,  and  kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  Bifliop  Thirlwall,  thefe  words 
occur — "  You  being  Jirji  in  our  preftnee  duly  fwom  upon  the  Holy 
Evangelifts  to  act  faithfully  in  the  difharge  of  your  faid  office  qfl&utnl 
Bean." 
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deputy  executed  ;  as  alfo  to  receive  others,  then  unto 
me  to  be  directed. 

"  3.  Item,  I  will,  from  time  to  time,  during  my  faid 
office,  diligently  inquire,  and  true  information  give  unto 
the  faid  reverend  father  in  God,  or  his  chancellor,  of  all 
the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  within  the  faid  ïieanry  of  C. 
as  mall  be  openly  and  publickly  noted  and  defamed,  or 
vehemently  fufpected  of  any  fuch  crime  or  offence,  as  is 
to  be  punifhed  or  reformed  by  the  authority  of  the  faid 
court. 

"  4.  Item,  I  will  diligently  inquire,  and  true  informa- 
tion give  of  all  fuch  perfons  and  their  names,  as  do  admi- 
nifter  any  dead  men's  goods,  before  they  have  proved 
the  will  of  the  teftator,  or  taken  letters  of  adminiftration 
of  the  deceafed  inteftates. 

"  5.  Item,  I  will  be  obedient  to  the  right  reverend 
father  in  God,  /.  bifhop  of  N.,  and  his  chancellor,  in  all 
honeft  and  lawful  commands  ;  neither  will  I  attempt,  do, 
or  procure  to  be  done  or  attempted,  any  thing  that  mall 
be  prejudicial  to  his  jurifdiction,  but  will  preferve  and 
maintain  the  fame  to  the  uttermoft  of  my  power." 

In  the  Rtfolutions  of  the  Upper  Houjè,  confequent  on 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Convoca- 
tion about  iftural  Deans,  (A.D.  mdccx.),  no  oath  was  pro- 
pofed,  but  it  was  ordered  "  that  A  Papier  of  Injtructions 
from  the  bifhop  mall  be  given  to  every  tural  Ùeart,  without 
fee  or  reward1,  directing  him  how  and  in  what  manner  to 

CC.  M.  B.  cl  11. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  638. 

(')  It  we  may  believe  the  violent  anti-epifcopal  author  oi   A  Short 
View  of  the  Prœlatical  Church  of  England,"  there  was  once  a  cuftom 
of  exacting  a  fee  on  the  adminiftration  of  the  oath  of  office  to  oeans 

rural. 
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execute  that  office  ;  and  that  every  ïïcnn  fhall  fohmnhf 
2>romife,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhop,  or  any  other 
perfon  appointed  by  him,  to  execute  the  faid  office  ac- 
cording to  fuch  inftructions,  to  the  beft  of  his  flail  and 
power." 

Such  may  be  faid  to  be  the  general  ufage  at  prefent 
in  the  diocefes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  wherever 
rural  beans  exifl.  Some  fort  of  infiniment  pafTes  medi- 
ately or  immediately  from  the  bifhop,  his  official,  or 
archdeacon,  to  the  ÎJcan,  inverting  him  with  full  powers 
to  execute  the  trufl,  for  a  definite,  or  indefinite  period, 
as  the  cafe  may  be  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  inflructing 

fographJRcY  ~\  nmi  ^ow  ne  *s  *°  Perf°rm  its  particular  duties.  In 
warns  de  Bod-    Cornwall,  where  I  am  informed  a  the  office  has  never  (?) 

mm.  7  \  s 


rural.    Among  the  means  of  epifcopal  aggrandizement,  it  is  there  alleged, 
with  no  good  intent  towards  our  apoftolical  hierarchy,  that  one  fource 
A  Short  Fiewofl  of  wealth  to  prelates  was— "  By  making  rurall  îlcancS  yearely  (where 
ChurtàéfEng-  !  tne5'  ^e)  m  evei7  llcanrg  : — and  for  the  oath  taken,  fome  pay  8s.  6d. 
land,  MsexLL  I  0r  a  noble,  but  no  benefit  to  the  ocanrg  at  all,  but  to  execute  bifliop's 
I  mandates." 


Ecclef.  Courts' 
Report, 

MDCCCXXXII. 

pp.  517,  518. 
Appendix,  C. 
Part  vn.  Ko.  I. 


At  prefent,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  payment  is  made  for  his  com- 
mifiion  by  the  ucan  rural  of  England,  except  in  the  province  of  York: 
w  here,  in  the  lift  of  fees  taken  in  the  exchequer  and  prerogative  courts, 
appears  "  Commiffion  for  a  rural  Ucan,  5s.  Ad.  (Judge),  3s.  (Regijhar)." 
But  in  parts  of  that  province  the  occanal  office  is  one  of  confiderable 
emolument,  and  held  by  patent  for  life  (viz.  in  the  archdeaconries  of 
Chefter  and  Richmond),  fo  that  the  functionary  may  well  pay  for  his 
commiffion.  See  Table  of  Fees  &c.  N°.  i.  beginning  "  For  bufinefs  cer- 
tified by  rural  Drang:" — ucanS  rural  in  general  have  "  no  cornings-in," 
and  therefore  had  need  have  no  goings-out,  beyond  what  they  unavoid- 
ably incur  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  ordinary  duties  of  parochial  vifita- 
tion,  and  attendance  on  the  citations  of  their  diocefan.  But  fee  fome 
remarks  on  the  income  of  cborcjnscojri,  and  their  fuccefibrs  the  trans  of 
the  countrg,  in  my  Second  Vol.  P.  v.  S.  m.  notes. 
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been  difcontinued,"  the  ancient  cuftom  of  adminiftering 
an  oath,  at  the  time  of  inftitution,  yet  furvives,  with 
other  primitive  peculiarities  connected  therewith.  The 
office  is  there,  as  it  was  in  Lyndwood's  days  generally 
in  England  (fee  the  next  fection)  annual.    The  bifhop's  See  atppen&tjr, 

Exeter  Fovms 

mandate  paffes  from  the  vicar-general  and  commiffary  of  No  i. 
the  diocefe,  under  his  official  feal,  to  the  archdeacon — 
"  charging  and  commanding  him  to  monith,  or  caufe  to 
be  monifhed,  all  the  clergy  of  his  archdeaconry  before 
him  affembled  on  any  competent  and  convenient  day 
and  place,  then  and  there  to  elect,  and  nominate,  one  fit 
and  convenient  clerk  of  each  btanrrj,  to  be  the  ÏJcnn  rural 
of  each  ijcanry,  within  the  archdeaconry  for  the  year 
enfuing  : — and  giving  him  free  power  and  lawful  autho- 
rity to  adminifter  in  due  form  of  law  to  each  and  every 
of  the  beans  rural,  who  fhall  be  elected  in  purfuance  of 
the  mandate,  the  ufual  and  accuftomed  oath  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  their  refpective  offices" — to  this 
effect  : — 


"You  sïjall  sfocar  well  and  truly  to  execute  the  office      Tenor  ju- 

<>  1  ramcnti  &c. 

of  a  bean  rural  within  your  Ircancrp,  for  the  year  enfuing  ;  »t>P««t>ir, 

J  J  °7    Exeter  Forms, 

you  fhall  diligently,  in  the  year,  vilit  all  churches  and  No  n- 
chapels  within  your  bcancrp,  as  alfo  all  parfonages  and 
vicarage  houfes  ;  you  fhall  make  true  prefentments  of 
fuch  defects  as  you  fhall  find  therein,  and  alfo  the 
defects  of  books,  ornaments,  and  other  utenfils  and  fur- 
niture, belonging  to  each  church  or  chapel  ;  you  fhall 
either,  by  yourfelf  or  deputy,  faithfully  execute,  or  caufe 
to  be  executed,  all  fuch  proceffes  and  mandates  as  fhall 
be  fent  to  you  from  your  ordinary,  and  make  true  re- 
turns of  the  fame. — So  help  you  God." 
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Exeter  Forms, 
No.  III. 


Ex.  Epift.  mi. 
Edw.  W'vatt, 
Regil'trar. 


Till  within  thefe  few  laft  years,  the  oath  was  ufually 
adminiftered,  immediately  after  dinner,  at  the  table 
where  the  clergy  dined,  on  the  occafion  of  the  arch- 
deacon vifiting  the  refpective  bcanrtcs  of  his  jurisdiction 
— holding,  that  is,  his  fynodal  vifitations  in  each — (the 
time  felected  for  the  appointment,  under  the  epifcopal 
mandate,  as  moft  convenient  for  the  affembled  clergy  to 
elect  their  beans  rural)  ;  but  the  prefent  archdeacon  of 
Cornwall  (the  Rev.  John  Sheeplhanks)  thinking  it  more 
decorous  to  hold  the  election  and  adminifter  the  oath, 
when  the  clergy  are  called  over,  at  the  altar,  after  divine 
fervice,  that  courfe  is  now  conftantly  purfued.  Inftruc- 
tiotis  are  afterwards  delivered  to  the  bean  for  the  execu- 
tion of  hi^  office,  with  a  Book  of  Forms  for  making 
his  prefentments  ;  copies  of  which  are  delivered  to 
the  churchwardens,  who  are  called  upon,  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  year,  to  anfwer  inquiries  as  to  their  conduct 
in  difcharging  fuch  prefentments  : — and  this  is  done, 
before  the  archdeacon,  in  the  prefence  of  the  brans 
rural. 

It  was  cuftomary  in  the  diocefe  of  St.  Afaph,  during 
the  epifcopate  of  Bifhop  Horfley,  for  the  rural  beans, 
before  their  appointment,  to  make  a  formal  declaration 
of  affent,  and  to  fubferibe,  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
of  Religion,  and  to  the  three  articles  in  the  thirty-fixth 
canon,  in  the  prefence  of  a  notary  public.  This  cuftom, 
however,  of  which  a  record  remains  in  the  fubfeription- 
book  of  the  See,  has  altogether  ceafed — the  prefent 
Bifhop  appointing  to  the  office  by  letter  only. 

In  the &ppenbt.\'  of  documents  will  be  found  numerous 
forms  and  tables  of  inftructions  for  beans  rural  from  the 
ninth  century  downwards  to  the  prefent  time.  They 
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are  culled  from  authentic  fources  in  print  and  manu- 
fcript,  and  may  be  relied  on  for  their  authenticity. 

But  before  I  conclude  this  fection  on  the  fubiect  of  ^  sifcbcnba: 

I  J  Parochial  Anti- 

the  invefhture  of  îïcans  rural,  I  muft  again  cite  the  i  iuities- Vo1- n- 

p.  358. 

JttSb.  letter  of  White  Kennett  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
pregnant  as  it  is  with  much  pertinent  and  fenfible  fug- 
geftion  to  the  point.    "  If  your  lordfhip  doe  not  think  it 
fufficient  to  ordain  rural  beans  by  oral  declaration  at  your 
times  of  vifitation,"  writes  the  vicar  of  Ambrofden  to 
Bifhop  Gardiner,  "but  to  give  them  particidar  commif- 
Jlons  to  authorize  them  (which  indeed  will  look  more 
folemn  and  authentic),  your  lordfhip  may  ufe  a  fhort 
and  general  form  ;  fuch  as  one  of  the  foregoing,  (fee 
Sect.  ii.  notes);  or  fuch  as  is  now  commonly  ufed  in 
creating  an  official  or  furrogate  ;  or  fuch,  mutatis  mu-  j 
taudis,  as  now  conftitutes  a  dean  of  arches.    Or  elfe 
your  lordfhip  may  have  a  new  form  drawn  up,  which 
fliall  decently  mention  the  good  old  cuftom,  and  the 
benefits  of  reftoring  it,  and  fo  delegate  the  perfon  to 
exercife  the  office  of  fcean  of  Œrjusuarutrj  within  fuch  a 
known  tcantrrj,  without  fpecifying  the  acts  or  bounds  of 
his  authority  ;  becaufe  thefe  muft  be  limited  or  enlarged, 
as  the  prudence  of  governors  mail  direct,  or  indeed  as 
the  iniquity  of  times  will  bear.    For  at  firft,  my  lord,  the 
archdeacons  and  officials,  &c.  will  be  jealous  of  them,  and 
will  create  difturbance,  if  there  be  any  feeming  trefpafs 
upon  their  accuftomed  rights.    And  yet  there  be  many 
I  arts  of  difcipline  that  may  be  committed  to  the  rural 
Ùcans  without  any  pretended  invafion  upon  the  arch- 
deacons, or  others,  &c." 

VOL.  I.  L 
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Analyfis  CC. 
Gen.  et  Part. 
Tom.  in.  p.  36. 


Provincial.  L.II. 

T.  i.  gi.  bccani 
envole». 


L.  i. Tit.  n.  gl. 
becanoâ  eucoleS. 


L.ii.  Tit.  i. 

omni  anno. 


SECTION  III. 
The  Duration  of  Office  of  Sïeans  ftural. 

Y  whomfoever  beans  rural  may  have  been,  at 
different  periods  of  their  hiftory,  conftituted 
and  appointed,  and  in  whatsoever  way,  the 
office  itfelf  has  generally  been,  and  ftill  con- 
tinues, in  moft  diocefes  (as  we  have  already  hinted),  of  a 
temporary  nature,  the  powers  with  which  it  is  invefted 
by  delegation  being  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  dele- 
gator. — "Muralts  arcrjt'prcsbutu  non  dignitas  <?/?,"  fays 
Richard,  "fed  [implex  ad  epifcopi  voluntatcm  revocabile 
officium." 

This  precarioufnefs  of  title  is  implied  in  the  paffages, 
already  cited  from  foreign  canonifts,  on  the  removal  of 
beans  rural,  when  occafion  required  it  ;  and  it  is  expreflly 
affirmed  by  our  own  Lyndwood — "  eorirni  officium  eji 
temporale  et  non  perpetuum" — differing  in  that  refpect 
from  the  bccanal  dignity  in  cathedral,  collegiate,  and 
fuch  like  churches, "quibus  perpetuo  intitulantur" — "Sunt 
hi  becant  temporales  ad  aliquid  mini/ierium  fab  epifcopo  vel 
archidiacono  (al.  archiepifcopo)  exercendum  conjtituti  ; — nec 
hahent  injiitutionem  canonicam  tanquàm  in  beneficio" — -And 
again,  "quolibet  anno  mutantur  becant,  et  fiunt  novi^  To 
the  fame  purport  writes  John  de  Atho,  in  his  earlier 
gloffary  on  the  Legatine  ConjHtutions  of  Cardinal  Otho, 
in  the  canon  "  ne  caufœ  matrimoniales  judicibus  imperitis 
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Tit.  xcn.  c.  v. 
]>.  95. 


committantur — "non  eft  perpetuus  (fcil.  fctecanus  ruralts)  gi. «»««!« 6«tont 

etfic  conflcetudinem  prcefcribere  non  poffet, — -fed  eft  amotivus 

ab  officio  ad  nutum  J'uperioris,  cujus  ejt  mini/ier"  And 

once  more  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's,  on  the  fame  point 

of  prefcription — "cum  tales  frétant  rurales1  non  fuit  per-  Provinciaux. 

11  .  T.  i.  gl.  audire 

petui,  et  quicquid  faciunt,  non  Jito  fed  alieno  nomme  faciimt,  pra/umant. 
etiam  ratione  confuetudinis  prcefcribere  non  pojjunt." 

Similar  was  the  intended  regulation  of  the  office  in 
the  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclefiajticarum — "  Munus  antem 
ejus  (ardjtjprcsbrjtcrt  rustt'eant)  erit  annuum"  But  in  the 
Proceedings  in  Convocation  about  Hural  IBcans,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  period  of  fetcanal  tenancy, 
recommended  by  the  Upper  Houfe,  was  three  years2; — 
"  unlefs  caufe  mould  appear  to  the  bifhop  for  altering  cc.M.B.etn. 
the  faid  term  ;  " — or,  as  the  latter  claufe  was  amended  '  P 
by  the  Lower  Houfe, — u  unlefs  great  caufe  mould  appear 
to  the  bifhops  and  archdeacons  having  jurifdiction,  or  to 
the  bifhop  where  there  is  no  archdeacon  having  jurif- 
diction, for  difplacing  them  fooner." 

True,  therefore,  it  is,  as  remarked  by  the  Hiftorian  of  Pam.  P.  jtg. 
the  Antiquities  of  Canterbury,  that  rural  ÎJcans  were  "  ge- 
nerally amotive,  and  removable  ad  nutum  conftituentis  :" 
— but  there  have  been  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

In  fome  places,  by  virtue  of  cuftom  and  the  grants  of 


(')  Which  was  the  reafon,  Gibfon  obferves,  why  the  feals  the  Deans 
rural  had  for  the  due  return  of  citations,  and  the  difpatch  of  fuch  bu(i- 
nefs  as  they  were  employed  in,  had  only  the  name  of  the  office  (and  not, 
as  other  feals  of  jurifdiction,  the  name  of  the  perfon  alfo)  engraven  on 
tiiem. 

(2)  The  Bifhop  of  Down  and  Connor  and  Dromore  appoints  his 
rural  Deans  by  commidion  "for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during- 
pleafure."  mdcccxliii. 

i.  2 


Gibfon's  Cod. 
I.  E.  A.  Vol.  II. 
Tit.  XLH.  cap. 
vin.  p.  972. 


S,-e  Jlppcntir, 
lriili  Documents, 
Down  &  Connor 
&  Dromore. 
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Godolpliin's  Re- 
pertorium  Ca- 
not.icum,  chap, 
vu.  p.  53. 


Burn's  Ecclef. 
Law,  Vol.  II. 
p.  118. 


T.  D.Whitaker's 
Richmond/hire, 
Vol.  I.  p.  '339. 


See  Borlafe's 
Antiquities  of 
Cornwall,  Tan- 
ner, p.  67. 


bifliops,  they  enjoy  a  perpetual  jurifdiction,  fubordinate 
only  to  the  bifhop  and  archbilliop  ; — 'they  are  "  vicarii 
epifcopi  et  archiepifcopi"  and  have  power  of  acting  by 
themfelves  or  deputies.  Of  this  nature  are  the  ïfeans  of 
Shoreham,  Croydon,  and  other  the  archbifliop's  pecu- 
liars ;  who  have  archidiaconal  jurifdiction  under  the 
archbilliop,  and  are  fubject  to  him  alone.  The  official 
principal,  vicar-general,  or  commiiïary  of  the  archbifhop, 
have  no  concurrency  of  jurifdiction  in  thefe  ïfcanu'cs  ; 
but  appeals  lie  from  the  ïïcan  to  the  official  principal, 
and  they  are  fubject  to  the  archbifliop's  vifitation  by 
himfelf  or  his  vicar-general. 

Under  the  title  of  frétant  rurales,  modern  writers  alfo, 
fometimes,  place  the  ïïeans1  of  Battle,  Booking,  Middle- 
ham,  St.  Burian,  Guernjey,  and  Jerfey,  all  of  whom  are 


( 1  )  Batik  or  Battel!  —  De  Bello — is  an  ancient  fceanrg  of  Suflex,  a 
peculiar  jurifdiction  without  a  chapter.  See  Dugdale's  Monajlicon  An- 
glicanum,  Part  xix.  p.  239.  New  Edit. 

Booking  is  the  head  of  the  archbifliop's  peculiars  in  Eflex  arid  Suffolk; 
four  of  which  are  fituated  in  Eflex,  and  three  in  Suffolk  ;  and  all  fubject 
to  the  tlcan  of  Bocking,  as  archiepifcopal  commiflary.  See  Morant's 
Effex. 

Middleharn  is  a  collegiate  church  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  with  jurif- 
diction, privileges,  and  exemptions,  unimpeached  and  undiminiflied  to 
the  prefent  day.  The  Dean  has  the  probate  of  wills,  and  fome  other 
rights  of  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction  within  his  parifli,  together  with  a  court, 
an  official,  and  a  feal  of  office.  "  The  paroch  chirche  hath  beene,  as 
fum  wene,"  fays  Leland,  "  a  collegiate  chirche.  The  parfon  is  yet 
caulled  the  6f  an  of  Midleham.  Richard  the  3d  lay  at  itt,  and  colle- 
giated  the  chirche  there,  but  Henry  the  7th  toke  the  new  college  land 
awaye." 

St.  Burian  enjoys  its  uctanal  dignity  immediately  under  the  crown  ; 
the  tcan  exercifing  an  independent  jurifdiction  in  all  ecclefiaftical 
matters  within  the  panfli  and  its  dependencies.    He  is  rector,  and  entitled 

to 
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perpetual,  and  in  our  days  are  more  correctly  called 
ïreans  of  peculiars  ;  though  lèverai,  or  perhaps  all,  may 
have  fprung  originally  from  ÎJeans  rural.    Indeed,  Sir 
Henry  Spelman  so  thinks  with  regard  to  some  of  them  : 
— "Sunt  etiam  in  rure"  fays  he,  "  ÎJccant  pauculi,  nutti 
collegio  prcefecti,  fed  jurifdictione  quâpiam  gaudentes,  ut 
ifccanus  Croideniœ  in  comitatu  Surriœ,  ïieranus  de  Bella, 
i.  battel,  in  comitatu  Cantii,  &c.     Videntur  ex  ruraltum 
fccranorum  genere  fuiffe  :  quod  hinc  ab  epifcopo,  illinc  ab 
archidiacono,  vel  exhaujtum  omninb  eft,  vel  prijtino  fplen- 
dore  demtdatum." 

But  to  come  to  less  equivocal  ïieans  : — In  the  diocefe  of 
Norwich,  the  continuance  of  ïitarts  rural  in  office  feems 
to  have  been  perpetual,  and  their  admiffion  more  folemn 
than  elfewhere.    For,  in  the  time  of  Archbifhop  Witlefey, 
while  that  fee  was  vacant,  collations  to  feveral  rural 
ÏJEanrtts  occur  (whereas  in  other  places  they  are  called 

Gfoff.  Archaiol. 
p.  165. 

Gibfon's  Codex, 
I.E.A.  Tit.xui. 
c.  vin.  p.  972. 

to  all  the  tithes  of  St.  Burian  :  where  alfo  a  vifitation  court  is  held  in 
his  name,  churchwardens  fworn,  and  wills  proved,  &c.    The  appeal  from 
his  court  is  directly  to  the  king-  in  council.    Three  prebends  were  attached 
to  this  royal  peculiar  from  the  Conqueft  downwards;  but  before  the 
Reformation,  tiean  and  prebendaries  had  deferted  St.  Bcriana  and  her 
flirine.    "  Ther  longeth  to  S.Buryens  a  tcane  and  a  few  prebendarys," 
fays  Leland,  "that  almofl,  be  nether  ther."  Leland's  Itin.  vu.  127.  This 
ancient  fanctuary,  with  its  titular  tican,  has  not  much,  alfuredly,  in  com- 
mon with  the  conftitution  of  an  ordinary  rural  tccanatc. 

The  ucanrte#  of  Guernfiy  and  Jtrfey  prefent  more  points  of  refem- 
blance  ;  and,  on  that  account,  I  have  felected  from  their  canons  and  con- 
Jlitutions  ecclefiajlical  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  fome  few  regulations  of 
the  tJecanal  office,  its  character  and  functions,  as  then  appointed  in  thofe 
remote  parts  of  the  diocefe  of  Wincheftcr.    Thefe  extracts  are  diftributed, 
either  as  text  or  foot-notes,  under  the  various  heads  to  which  they  apply. 
See  Falle's  and  Morants  Jerfey,  and  Berry's  Guernfey. 

Whitaker's  Ca- 
thedral of  Corn- 
wall, c.l.  j..  21. 
&c. 

Lyfon's  Corn- 
wall, p.  49,  leq. 
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Blomefield's 
Norfolk, 
Vol.  r.  p.  473. 
Vol.  ii.  pp. 52. 
228.  271.  422. 


Vol.  IV.  p.  63. 
Vol.  v.  pp.  124. 

358. 

Thetford,  from 

y^.Z).MCCCXVIII. 

3J;ê.  Dr.  Sutton. 


Vol.  vit.  pp.  39. 
211.  363. 
Vol.vm.pp.l81. 

530. 

Vol.  ix.  pp.  400. 
471. 

Vol.x.  pp.  107. 
312. 

Vol.  xi.  p.  145. 


admijjïons  only)  ;  and,  in  an  ancient  metropolitical  vifi- 
tation  of  the  fame  diocefe,  the  firft  in  every  rjeanrg  is  fuch 
an  one,  perpetuus  becanus1.  To  which  may  be  added, 
fays  the  bifhop  of  London,  wha^  we  find  before,  in  the 


(')  On  the  collation  of  Henry  Gold  well  to  the  tjcanrg  of  Cranwich  in 
Norfolk,  this  injunction  is  entered  :  "  Et  epijeopus  virtute  obedientiœ, 
Jirmitèr  injunmt  omnibus  et  fingulis  abbatibus,  prior,  rector,  vicar,  cu- 
ratis,  Sçc.  tarn  clericis  quàm  iaicis  per  diet.  tJecanat.  quod  Henrico  Gold- 
icello  tjecano  perpétua  eorum,  obedicmt  paritèr  et  intendant  in  omnibus 
licilis,  canonicifque  mandatis." 

The  tcan  of  Rockland-Toft  in  Norfolk  exercifed  jurisdiction  over 
thirty  rectors  and  vicars  befides  the  three  parithes  within  the  bounds  of 
his  own  incumbency  :  he  was,  as  well  as  the  other  Cleans,  Mr.  Blome field 
tells  us,  collated  by  the  bifhop.  All  the  tieanrteS  had  peculiar  feals  ap- 
propriated to  them.  They  were  not  temporary,  or  durante  epifcopi  bene 
placito,  but  perpetual  offices  ;  and  were  often  refigned  and  exchanged 
for  other  preferments  in  the  church.  Mr.  Blomefield  gives  a  lift  of  the 
tcanS  of  Rockland  from  A.D.  mcccxv.  to  A.D.  mccccxcviii.  ;  of  thofe  of 
Thetford  from  A.D.  mclxxv.  to  A.D.  mccccxx.  ;  of  Cranwich  from 
A.D.  mcccxv.  to  A.D.  mdix.  ;  of  Breccles  from  A.D.  mcccx.  to  A.D. 
mcccclxvi.  ;  of  Hingham  from  A.D.  mcccvii.  to  A.D.  mcccclxvii.  ;  of 
Norwich  city  from  A.D.  mccxvi.  to  A.D.  mdxix.  ;  of  Humiliart  or  Hum- 
ble-yard from  A.D.  mcclvi.  to  A.D.  mccccxlvii.  ;  of  Deffwade  from 
A.D.  mccxvi.  to  A.D.  mccccxcviii.;  of  Redenhall  from  A.D.  mcccxxvi. 
to  A.D.  mdxxxiv.  ;  of  Burnham  from  A.D.  mccxviii.  to  A.D.  mccccxciv.  ; 
of  Blofield  from  A.D.  mcclvi.  to  A.D.  mcccxlvii.  ;  of  Fincham  from 
A.D.  mccl.  to  A.D.  mdxviii.  ;  of  Repps  from  A.D.  mccciv.  to  A.D. 
mcccxxxix.  ;  of  Lynn  from  A.D.  mcccxv.  to  A.D.  mdxliii.  ;  of  Holt 
from  A.D.  mcccxviii.  to  A.D.  mccccxxxix.;  of  Brifley  from  A.D.  mccc. 
to  A.D.  mcccclii.  ;  of  Broke  from  A.D.  mcclvi.  to  A.D.  mccccxxxvi.  ; 
of  Hitcham  from  A.D.  mcccxiv.  to  A.D.  mcccxlix.  ;  of  Flegg  from 
A.D.  mcclvi.  to  A.D.  mccccxlv. 

About  A.D.  mdxl.  the  rural  DcanrtcS  came  all  into  the  bifhop's  hands, 
and  their  jurifdictions  into  the  archdeacons.  Being  valuable  preferments, 
they  were  taxed  for  their  annual  profits  to  their  refpective  DeanS  in  the 
Norwich  taxation. 
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regifter  of  Archbifhop  Peckham  ;  who  commands  the 
bifhop  to  fequefter  "  proventus  omnium  îïccanatuum,  in 
quibus  bccant,  et  in  facerdotio  conjlituti,  non  faciunt  perfo- 
nalem  rejtdentiam1" 

Again, — If  the  anomalous  perfonage,  so  fully  and  ^^^mC 
amufmgly  defcribed  by  Dr.  Whitaker,  under  the  title  of  !  j^2B-  c- r- 
fccan  of  Whalley,  can  be  confidered  a  rural  bean,  we  have 
an  example  of  the  office  being  hereditary.  But,  clofe 
as  this  ftrange  perfonage  approximates  to  the  corban  of 
Ireland  (in  being  compounded  of  patron,  incumbent, 
ordinary,  and  lord  of  the  manor),  and  aware,  as  I  am, 
that  Sir  Henry  Spelman  views  the  corban  as  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  bean  rural  of  England,  I  cannot  fubfcribe 
to  the  accuracy  of  the  opinion  which  would  confound 
thefe  ecclefiaftics  under  the  fame  general  character. 

A  lefs  doubtful  exception  to  the  office's  limitation, 
the  paftor  of  Great  Budworth  affords,  in  the  notice 
beftowed  upon  it  in  his  Defenjine  Doubts,  hopes,  and 
reafons,  for  refusall  of  the  Oath,  impofed  by  the  Jixth  canon  Ley |  zty enj u ■■• 
of  the  late  Jynod — "In  this  dioceffe  (Chefter),  the  beancs 
for  many  yeares  paft  have  had  a  great  part  of  epifcopall 
jurifdiction  fhared  among  them,"  fays  John  Ley; — "and 
this,  by  patent  for  lives  or  yeares,  from  the  bifhops,  cteftM^Se»<« 
allowing  fometimes  larger,  fometimes  lefTe  authority, 
unto  them." — Which  Itatement  I  find  confirmed  by  a 


(')  Bifliop  Kennett's  JtlS.  additions  to  his  own  copy  of  his  Parochial 

yl/)ti(/uities  cite  the  following  extract  from  the  regifter  of  John  Drokens- 

ford,  bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (A.D.  mcccix. — mcccxxix.) 

"  mcccxxv.  13.  kal.  Octob.  Joh.  de  Roulefliam  ad  officium  arcfitprcg-  iSfcfltëtr.  Joh. 

.....  Drokenestord 
fjgtcratus  in  eccl'ia  de  Pokyngton  Jecundum  jormam  ord'mationis  dkii  ep'i.  B.W. 

archiprtsbgtcratûs  qui  penes  d'num  remanet  ad  prefint.  d'nœ  Aliciae  do 

Knovil  d'uiœ  eccl'iœ  et  archtprcôbjiteratûg  patronœ." 
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£Wê.  8tt>8«i 

pp.  1,2,  teqq.  & 
pp.  70,  i'eqq. 

Ejufdem,  p.  6. 

Whitaker's  Hi- 
ftory  of  Man- 
chejler,  Vol.  II. 
pp.  391—398. 

manufcript  Hcbger  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the 
prefent  deputy  regiftrar  of  that  diocefe,  who  kindly 
granted  me  permiffion  to  confult  the  fame. 

Though  in  the  year  mcc,  it  is  clear,  that  the  rural 
beans  or  vice-archdeacons,  as  they  are  often  denominated 
in  the  Hebger=boofc,  were  removeable  at  the  will  of  the 
archdeacons,  yet,  it  is  prefumed,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
erection  of  the  fee  of  Chefter  (out  of  the  furrendered 
jurifdictions  of  the  two  archdeaconries  of  Richmond  and 
Chefter)  the  rural  beans  held  their  offices  for  life  ;  as 
they,  beyond  all  doubt,  fubfequently  did.    At  the  period 
alluded  to,  rural  beans  were  fubfifting,  and  did  not  fur- 
render  their  functions  as  the  archdeacons  did,  but  con- 
tinued (as  before  placed  by  the  archdeacons)  in  their 
refpective  bcanries  under  the  diocefan  bithop  of  the  new- 
fee  ;  who  deemed  it  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
becanates  dropped  in,  to  continue  to  perpetuate  them  by 
patents  for  lives1;  the  beans  being  ftill  poffefled  of  the 
fame  furbordinate  jurifdiction  which  they  had  exercifed 
under  the  archdeacons  ; — a  jurifdiction  obtained  by  long 
cuftom,  diftinct  from  the  ordinary  jurifdiction  of  the 
diocefe  ;   and  entitled  to  independent  actuaries,  regi- 
ftrars,  &c.  of  its  own. 

The  engraving  of  the  name  with  the  office  on  the  feed 

Ol  LXie  lllUU  UlclUs  Ul  IVldllCIieiLer,  IVII.  VV  lUldKcl  IcIIldlKb, 

of  itfelf  proves  the  appointment  to  have  been  there  for 
life  : — indeed  the  fame  perpetuity  belonged  to  it,  as  to 

(')  See  the  evil  of  this  fyftem  of  patents  for  lives,  as  practifed  in  the 
diocefe  of  Chefter,  in  the  eftate  of  that  diocefe  in  the  time  of  Bifliop 
Bridgeman,  printed  from  the          Hcî)get-33oofe.    'UppenlHi  of  docu- 
ments of  this  See,  N°.  VI. 

Sect.  III.] 
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the  other  ftecanates  of  the  old  archdeaconry  of  Chefter, 
of  which  it  formed  a  part — a  perpetuity,  which,  the  cited 
hiftorian  affirms  with  his  wonted  pofitivenefs,  univerfally 
attached  to  the  office  at  its  firft  inftitution 1. 

In  the  archdiocefe  of  Salzburg,  it  feems,  beans  rural 
were  wont  to  hold  on  beyond  the  bifhop's  pleafure,  "  ita 
lit  fibi  perfuadeant,  fe  eo  officio,  et  jurifdictione,  ob  quam- 
cwnque  can/am  non  pojfe  deftitui:" — to  counteract  which 
uncanonical  notion,  the  fynod  of  mdlxix  decrees,  that  all 
elected  ÏJeans  fhall  appear  before  the  ordinary  for  infti- 
tution, and  afterwards  perform  the  duties  of  their  office 
to  his  entire  fatisfaction,  as  the  condition  of  their  con- 
tinuing to  hold  the  fame  ; — "  Qua  in  re"  concludes  the 
conftitution,  u  neque  alicui  Jit  injuria,  cum  hujufcemodi 
w h nera,  merci  jint  epijeoporum  officia,  quibus  fuis  providere 
ac  conjulere  debent  ovibus,Jibi  à  Jpiritu  fancto  commiflis." 

In  fome  places,  where  our  rural  functionary  enjoyed 
a  perpetuity  of  tenure,  (and  fuch,  we  are  told,  was  the 
conftitution  of  his  charge  not  unfrequent  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  at  firft,  perhaps,  in  many  diocefes  of  Great 
Britain,)  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
lefs  common  title  of  plcfaanus2 — "à  regimine  plebis" — ■ 


Confiitut.  et 
Décret.  Synod. 
Salisburg.  xxv. 
cap.  v. 


Filefaci  Parœ- 
cia,  p.  49. 


(')  What  was  the  duration  of  office  of  the  ancient  chorcptëtout,  I  do   Strvpe's  Mem. 
not  remember  to  have  any  where  feen.    But  it  is  at  leaft  queftionable,  p^uà'ix"N"!xxn. 
whether  it  was  not  for  life.    Not  fo  that  of  the  bithops  in  partibus  infi- 
delium  of  England.     Their  commiffion,  at  and  after  the  Reformation, 
was  revocable. 

(2)  Upon  the  nature  of  this  title,  Bilhop  Stillingfleet  affords  light,  as  Duties  §  Rights 
it  obtained  in  England  foon  after  the  firft  inftitution  of  a  parochial   \\„,ks,  \oiui.' 
clergy;  and  from  him  it  would  appear,  that  the  plebanus  of  thofe  days|  P-651- 
was  not  the  fame,  effentially,  as  our  ocan  rural  of  after-days,  however 
identified  in  the  columns  of  gloffariographers.     "  There  were  fome 

cures,'; 
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Tractatus  (Le- 
andri  Galga- 
netti)  de  Jure 
Publico.  Lib  in. 
Tit.xxm.p.231. 
Venetiis. 
MDCXxm. 
folio. 


a  title,  which,  Filefac  thinks,  originated  in  the  days  of 
Pope  Lncius  III.  {circa  annum  mclxxxi.),  as  fynonymous 
with  parœcus:  but  very  many  perpetual  forans  rural 
were  not  pleiwttf,  and  very  many  plebani  were  not  beans 
rural. 

The  term  plrbanus  is  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  our 


cures,"  fays  he,  "  which  had  chapels  of  eafe  belonging  to  them  ;  and 
they  who  officiated  in  them,  were  called  capellani,  and  had  their  fub- 
fiftence  out  of  the  oblations  and  obventions,  and  were  often  perpetual 
and  prefentative.  And  where  the  incumbents  had  feveral  chapels  of 
eafe,  and  only  affiftants  to  fupply  them,  the  canon  law  doth  not  call  them 
redores,  but  plebani;  who  had  a  fort  of  peculiar  jurifdiction  in  leifer 
matters  ;  but  ftill  they  were  under  the  bifhop's  authority  in  vifitations 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  becaufe  the  care  of  the  whole  diocefe 
belonged  to  him  jure  commuai,  &c."  And  here  let  me  add,  that  fome- 
what  of  this  character  may  ftill  attach  to  the  Dean  rural  abroad:  or  why, 
otherwife,  would  he  have  to  perform,  among  the  duties  of  the  plcbanatc, 
that  of  preaching  and  teaching  in  ecdefiâ  plrbanali,  (as  the  mother 
church  of  fubordinate  daughter-chapels,)  impofed  upon  him  by  Galga- 
netti  on  the  authority  of  the  council  of  Trent,  in  fefs.  v.  de  reformat. 
"  arcfoiprcsbrjtcr  vera  ruralië  presbyterorum,  et  laicorum  plrbaniac  fuœ 
curam  gerit,  contra  tamen  decretum  epifcopi  nihil  ordinare  potejl. — Sed 
et  ipfe,  et  alii  omnes  parochiales,  vel  curatas  ecclefias  habentes,  tàm  in 
civitatibus,  quàm  in  vicis  per  fe,  vel  alios  idoneos,  fi  legitime  impediti 
fuerint,  diebus  faltem  dominicis,  fejtifque  folemnibus,  plebes  fibi  eom- 
miffas,  pro  fuâ  et  earum  capacitate  pafcant  falutaribus  verbis  :  docendo 
ea,  qua:  Jcire  omnibus  necejjarium  ejl  ad  falutem,  annunciandoque  eis 
cum  brevitate,  et  facilitate  fermonis  vitia,  quœ  eos  declinare,  et  virtutes, 
quas  fectari  oporteat,  ut  pœnam  œternam  evadere,  et  cœlejlem  gloriam 
confequi  valeant,"  &c.  See  the  learned  remarks  of  Muratori,  in  his 
feventy-fourth  dilfertation,  Antiquit.  Med.  JEvi,  Tom.  vx  on  the  eccle- 
fiaftical incumbents  termed  plebani  and  arthtprcsbrtrri — and  a  Bull  of 
Pope  Alexander  III.  (A.D.  mclxviii.),  Tom.  vi.  col.  423.  confirming  to 
a  plrban  the  fubject  churches  of  his  plcbanatc  :  and  at  p.  441,  one  of 
Archbifliop  Anfelm  of  Ravenna,  confirming  to  an  arthprcsbrjtcr  his 
fubordinate  capellae  &c.  {A.D.  mclvi.) 
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Englifh  councils,  (indeed  I  remember  to  have  met  with 
it  only  once  or  twice);  but  in  Tufcany,  the  §bumma  ;5btl- 
bestrina  notes  that  the  "  ardjtprcsbntcr  ruralts  communitèr  nmudexwfr 

m'Ct'lnitci'o, 

(licit/ir  plcbanus  alibi  tetanus.     And,  from  the  treatifes  toi-xxxxix. 

.  Eccle/.  Laws,kc. 

of  Auguftin  Barbota  de  Canomcis  et  Dignitatibits  &c,  and  voi.n.j4». 
Ferro  Manrrique  de  Prœcedentiis  et  Prœlationïbus  Eccle- 
Jïafticis,  in  Spain  alfo,  the  title  of  plcfjanus  is  common 
amongft  the  canonifts.  "  ^ilebans,"  fays  Johnfon,  are  the 
fame  with  îïeans  rural,  only  fome  fay  that  they  were  per- 
petual V 

Whether  temporary  or  perpetual,  the  appointment  to 
the  office  of  ùcan  rural  was  on  no  account  to  be  fimo- 
niacally  conferred: — "  Inhibemus"  fays  the  fourteenth 
canon  of  a  Parifian  council  (A.  D.  mccxii.),  repeated  avro- 
Ke^ei  in  the  fixteenth  of  the  council  of  Rouen  (y/.Z).  mccxiv.), 
"ne  ïïecanatus  rurales  ad  tempus  vel  in  perpetuum2  pro 


S  S.  CC.  Tom. 
'Xlii.  col.  824. 
869. 


(')  See  C.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  m.  p.  73  ;  Thomaflin.  V.et  N.E.  D.Tom.  i. 
Part.  ii.  L.  i.  c.  v.  p.  226.  vin.  ;  and  Dr.  Whitaker's  Hi/t.  of  PFlialley,  B.  n. 
c.  i.  p.  42. 

(2)  Defpite  of  prohibitory  canons,  certain  rents  were  anciently  paid 
by  the  rural  ticauô  of  Chefter  to  the  bifliops  of  that  See  ;  as  appears  from   See  aCppenbfr, 
the  following  claufe  in  one  of  their  patents,  "  Reddendo  nihilondnùs         tr   a  e 
amnios  redditus  ei  dictis   uCtanatibuS  eremites  nobis  et  fuceejjbribus 
nq/tris  debito  modo  et  temporibus  confuetis  :"  and  from  the  fame,  or  the 
like  claufes,  in  all  other  patents  of  the  rural  ucan2  : — in  fome  of  which 
the  fum  payable  is  particularly  expreffed.    The  rents  amounted  formerly 
only  to  24/.  10s.  8c/.,  till  about  two  hundred  years  ago;  when  the  value 
of  money  having  advanced,  the  bifliops  advanced  them  to  100/.,  the 
fum  they  had  to  pay  to  their  archdeacons.    Such  a  refervation  of  an   nr.  Andrew's 
annual  payment  out  of  the  foccanal  jurifdiction,  although,  in  common  g^gocr=t8ooit 
cafes,  it  would  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  office  and  the  power  of  granting  it  henes  Regijir. 
(by  the  Jlat.  5  &  6  Edw.VI.),  being  here  founded  on  ancient  cuftom, 
does  not  place  it  within  the  prohibitory  ftatute. 
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pecuniâ  vel  alîquo  pretio  alicui  conferantur,  Jîcut  Jîatutum 
eft  in  concilio  Lateranenji  et  Turonenji.    Eos  qui  contra 
j  hoc  venerint  decernentes,  prater  pœnas  in  conciliis  compre- 
henfas,  juxta  prœlatorum  arbitrium  gravi  poena  pkctendos." 
nLCriM036    ^nd  ^he  eighteenth  canon  of  a  Spanifh  council  (incerti 
loci  circiter  A.D.  mccxvi.)  enacts,  "cum  arcfjtprtstnUEratus 
fpiritualem  jurifdictionem  habeant ;  diftrictc  prohibemus  ne 
arcfjt'prcstnjtnatus  fuh  aliquâ  penfwne  ad  terminum  aUcui 
concedatur." 

The  office  of  fccan  rural,  now-a-days,  in  England  is 
generally  held  durante  epifcopi  beneplacito.  But  in  the 
diocefe  of  Exeter  it  is  an  annual  appointment,  and  in 
that  of  Winchefter  it  is  the  fame,  in  the  inftance  of  the 
older  inftitution  ((till  nominally  kept  up)  ;  while  in  the 
new  foundation,  under  Bithop  Sumner,  it  is  of  unlimited 
duration,  as  in  the  other  diocefes  of  England. 

There  are  reafons,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  why  ttcans 
rural  fhould  not  be  fo  often  as  annually  changed.  To 
fay  nothing  of  thie  improbability  of  all  the  clergy  of  any 
îïfanrp  being  equally  well  qualified,  and  equally  conve- 
niently placed  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  parochial  vifitation 
J  (for  where  the  office  is  annual  it  is  ufually  by  rotation), 
it  is  fcarce  poffible  for  any  tfcan,  however  well  fituated 
with  regard  to  the  parifhes  fubject  to  his  infpection,  and 
bent  upon  performing  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  to  be 
really  efficient  of  much  good  within  fo  fhort  a  period  of 
fervice  as  one  year.  He  may  infpect  and  order  repairs, 
without  doubt,  but  there  is  little  chance  of  his  feeing 
them  executed  before  his  fhort-lived  authority  will  have 
expired.  In  many  cafes  a  fécond  and  a  third  parochial 
vifitation  may  be  required,  to  infure  the  completion  of 
necefiary  alterations  and  reparations  by  churchwardens 
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and  others  :  and  how  can  this  be  effected  upon  one 
confident  plan  by  an  ever-changing  functionary?1 

The  fcfcan  rural  mould  be  appointed  for  an  indefinite 
period — that  is,  for  as  long  as  the  bifhop  may  think  fit 
to  depute  to  him  the  truft — which  will  generally  be 
as  long  as  the  ïfcan  is  refident  within  the  jurifdiction, 
and  performs  the  duties  of  his  calling  to  the  fatisfaction 
of  his  employer — quamdiù  Je  bene  gejjerit. 

In  fome  cafes  it  is  neceffary  to  divide  eftablifhed  rural 
iJeanrtes  into  two,  three,  or  four  jurifdictions,  according 
to  their  extent,  and  to  allot  a  fuperintendent  to  each,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  full  advantages  of  parochial  vifitation 
to  every  church  and  manfe,  with  as  little  trouble  as  pof- 
fible  to  the  bifhop's  vicarious  infpectors.    But  whatever 
the  extent  of  fupervifion,  whether  over  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  pariflies2  (few  jurifdictions  contain  lefs  than  the 
firft  or  more  than  the  laft  number),  in  every  inftance, 
the  office  will  be  more  efficiently  exercifed,  if  it  be  of 
unlimited  duration.    The  circumfcribed  period  of  his 
officialty  deprives  the  annually-elected  îïcan  of  the  great 
inducement  to  vigilance  and  activity,  which  the  more 
permanent  functionary  enjoys  in  the  confcious  certainty 
of  being  able  to  carry  forward  and  complete  any  required 
meafures  of  amelioration  by  his  perfonal  agency. 

(')  I  am  told  that  the  fyftem  of  annual  election  does  not  work  well  in 
the  dioeefe  of  Exeter.    The  refponlibility  of  the  office  is  not  duly  felt, 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  effectively  difcharged. 

(2)  When  the  office  was  revived  in  the  dioeefe  of  London  about  ten 
years  fince,  the  Bifliop  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  reftrict  himfelf  to 
the  ancient  divilion  of  the  dioeefe  into  ucanrks  ;  but  multiplied  the 
number  of  officers  fo  as  to  give  to  each  rural  lican  the  average  number 
of  ten  parifhes. 
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Attcrbury's  Ar- 

chidiaconal 
Charge, 

Mnccvm. 
Correjpondence 
In/  "Nichols, 
Vol.  ii. 

The  evils  of  the  annual  fyftem  of  election  and  change 
are  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Atterbury  in  his  archidiaconal 
Charge  to  the  Clergy  at  Totnefs  :  and  wherever  the 
officer  is  fubject  to  yearly  mutation,  the  advice  of  the 
archdeacon  is  worth  attending  to,  as  it  fuggefts  the  only 
means  of  palliating  an  acknowledged  imperfection  : — 
"  When  beans  rural  are  chofen,"  fays  Atterbury,  "  it 
were  to  be  wifhed  that  they  would,  as  foon  afterwards 
as  conveniently  they  can,  fet  about  the  work,  without 
deferring  it,  as  they  too  often  do,  to  the  very  time  of  the 
expiration  of  their  office  ;  when  they  have  neither  leifure 
nor  inclination  to  make  due  inquiries,  or,  at  leaft,  due 
prefentments  upon  them  ;  but  fatisfy  themfelves  with 
the  promifes  of  the  refpective  perfons,  incumbents,  to  fet 
things  right,  without  having  time  left  fufficient  to  oblige 
them  to  perform  thofe  promifes  ;  which  are  made  again, 
perhaps,  to  the  next  ïrcan  rural,  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
office  alfo,  with  as  little  effect  as  they  were  to  the  former: 
and  thus  dilapidations  and  the  decays  of  churches  in- 
crease without  end  and  without  remedy1." 

(')  I  am  informed  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Barnes,  the  prefent  Arch- 
deacon of  Barnftaple,  that  Bifhop  Philpotts  has  requefted  that  the  rural 
l)canS  of  the  diocefe  of  Exeter  may  in  future  remain  in  office  for  three 
years,  the  elections  being-  triennial  inftead  of  annual,  in  the  four  arch- 
deaconries of  Exeter,  Totnefs,  Barnftaple,  and  Cornwall.  (2d  Edit.) 
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SECTION  I. 

Introductory  Summary  of  Personal  Duties. 

F  the  perfonal  duties  of  the  oriental  Ircart  rural 
(if  we  may  fo  call  the  Laodicean  nEPio- 
aeythz — the  fucceffor  of  the  xGPEnizKonoi:) 
we  have  faid  as  much,  in  our  preceding 
pages,  as  the  brief  notices  of  his  office  in  the  records  of 
the  Eaftern  church  will  warrant.  Referring  the  reader 
to  Part  il.  S.  i.  of  the  prefent  work — to  the  copious 
notes  annexed  to  Dr.  Priaulx's  Brief  Account  &c. — to  Beverog.  syno 

J  !  die.  Tom.  I. 

Suicer's  T.  E.  in  voce — and  to  Balfamon,  Zonaras,  Ari-  I  pp-479,  feqq 
ftenus,  Juftellus,  and  Beveridge  ad  Can.  lvii.  Laodicen. 
reprinted  in  the  &ppcnîit.\ — for  farther  information  re- 
flecting the  oriental  officer  (whofe  character  is  no 
otherwife  known  to  us  than  by  the  canon  of  his  primary 
inftitution,  and  the  commentaries  upon  it),  we  will  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  perfonal  functions  of  the  occidental 
îïcan,  as  exhibited  in  the  definitions  and  glofTes  of  our 
ableft  canonift,  Bifliop  Gibfon,  and  the  authorities  cited, 
or  referred  to,  in  his  Codex  of  Ecclefiaftical  Law. 

Thefe  defcriptions  fummarily  dilpatched,  we  will 


Sarum  Dneu- 
ments  inJtppcnS. 


Tom.  ii.  p.  198. 


See  Part  I.  §  II. 
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Tit.  xi  n.  c.  nn, 
VoLn.  p.  y?2. 


Drcr.  Greg.  IX. 
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afterwards  take  up  the  canons  illuftrative  of  the  office  in 
detail — collected,  with  confiderable  care,  from  the  whole 
range  of  European  councils,  church-hiftories,  and  other 
authentic  documents — and  digefted  and  arranged  upon 
fuch  a  plan  as  to  afford  the  cleareft  and  fulleft  informa- 
tion refpecting  the  mutational,  fy nodical,  and  other  mul- 
tifarious branches  of  the  tican  rttral'g  per/hnal  duty:  — 
noticing,  in  our  progrefs,  any  occafional  points  of  refem- 
blance  between  the  eaftern  and  weftern  ecclefiaftics, 
which  a  more  particular  examination  of  the  fcf canal 
duties  of  the  Latin  church  may  call  to  our  recollection 
in  the  gloffes  of  fcholiafts  and  commentators  on  the 
rtjorcptscopal  and  pcriotjcutal  of  the  Greek. 

"The  proper  office  of  a  rural  ÏJcart1,  however  confti- 
tuted,"  fays  Gibfon,  "  was  the  inflection  of  the  lives  and 
manners  of  the  clergy  and  people,  within  their  diftrict. 
in  order  to  be  reported  to  the  bilhop."  In  the  body  of 
the  canon  law  (already  cited  in  the  Latin,  in  Part  n.  §  i. 
p.  48.)  it  is  fo  defcribed;  and,  in  Dr.  Field's  verfion  of 


(')  The  perfonal  rank  of  the  rural  arthprcsbgtrr  forms  a  queftion, 

feemingly,  of  difficult  folution  to  the  canonifts.    After  a  brief  expofi- 

tion  of  the  opinions  of  others,  Michael  Ferro  Manrrique,  a  Spanifli 

Tractatus  de      canonilt, thus  refolves  it: — "  Scchif rcèbrtrrt  rutalc£/j/  plcbani  dicuntur 

etPrttlationibus]  eJf'e  m  a^l(iu(l  dignitate  faltem  large, etiamfi  convent um  out  collegium  non 
Ecclejiafticis, 


Qua  It.  VI. 
pp.  38, 39,  40. 


habeant  ;  fed  folhm  plebem  fuam  et  clericos  ipfius,  quibus  prafint  :  " — 
his  reafons  being — "quia  tales  archiprrsbntrrt  liabent,  qualem  jurifdic- 
tionem,  nedum  in  follicitudine  et  curd  divinorum  et  plcbaniac,  verîtm  in 
renunciando  epifcopo,  et  ad  ilium  refertndo  cuncta,  quœ  in  plebibus 
acciderint."  Inafmuch  as  they  are  "  prœfdes  et  prcelati  et  ordinarii  et 
pojfunt  minora  negotia  decidere  tanquàm  judices  habentes  jurfdictionem, 
et  graviora  referre,  ergo  pofdi  funt  in  aliqud  dignitate,  &c."  Laftly, 
touching  precedency,  he  fubjoins.  rural  archpric$t$  "  tanquàm  prcelati 
prœcedunt  omnes  in  ecclefiis  plebis  fua,  etiam  rectores  parochialium." 
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the  fame  title,  in  the  following  terms — "  That  each  divi- 
fion  of  the  people  of  God  in  their  feverall  limits  have 
their  arcftprcsbytcr,  who  may  not  only  take  care  of  the 
rude  and  ignorant  multitude,  but  may  alfo  with  conti- 
nuall  circumfpection  obferve  and  looke  unto  the  life  and 
converfation  of  the  presbyters,  which  dwell  in  the  lejfer 
titles,  and  mew  unto  the  bifhop  with  what  diligence  each 
of  them  performeth  the  worke  of  God.  Neither  let  the 
bifhoppe  contend  and  fay,  that  the  people  committed  to 
his  charge  need  no  arcfiprcsbytu,  as  if  he  himfelfe  were 
able  fufficiently  to  governe  the  fame  ;  becaufe,  though 
he  be  exceeding  worthy,  yet  it  is  fit  he  mould  divide  his 
burthens,  that  as  he  is  over  the  mother  church,  fo  the 
arcftpresbyters  may  be  over  the  people  abroad,  that  the 
ecclefiafticall  care  ftagger  not,  or  be  not  too  weake  in 
any  thing.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  let  them  referre  all 
things  to  the  bifhop,  neither  let  them  prefume  to  order 
any  thing  againft  his  liking  and  decree." 

The  like  defcription  of  the  office  is  alfo  found  in  the 
Reformatio  Legmn,  of  which  I  quote  Bifhop  Kennett's 
verfion — forefeeing  that  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  cite 
many  claufes  of  the  Latin  text  in  the  fequel  : — "  That 
every  ïreanny  fhould  have  a  rural  arcfipresbytn  appointed 
by  the  bifhop,  or  by  the  ordinary  of  the  church,  whofe 
office  fhould  be  annual  ;  who,  as  a  watchman,  fhould 
continually  fupervife  the  presbyters,  deacons,  church- 
wardens, and  fextons,  that  all  of  them  difcharge  their 
refpective  duty.  Who  fhould  inquire  of  all  idolaters, 
heretics,  fimoniacs,  bawds,  whores,  adulterers,  forni- 
cators, perfons  who  had  two  wives  or  two  husbands, 
forcerers,  witches,  calumniators,  blafphemers,  fodomites, 
drunkards,  forgers,  and  perjured  witnefTes  in  teftamentary 


Dr.  Field  of  the 
Church,  Boolce 
v.  p.  507. 
See  Morin.  De 
Sacr.  Ordinal. 
P.m.  Exerei- 
tat.  xvi. 
de  3lrcl)tprc?&. 
cap.  II.  p.  2 17.  x. 
Thomaffin.  V.  el 
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Reformatio  LL. 
Ecclef.  Tit.  He 
Eccleliâ  et  Mi- 
nïftris  cjuf.  c  v. 

Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  3G8. 


VOL.  I. 


102 


^agonal  functions.  [Part  IV. 


Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Vol.  il.  Tit.  xi  n. 
cap.  vin.  p.  972. 


caufes,  and  all  violators  of  the  ecelefiaftic  laws,  and  the 
injunctions  of  the  bilhop.  And  fhould  have  authority 
to  cite  before  them  and  to  examine  all  perfons  fufpected 
of  fuch  crimes  ;  and  then  within  ten  days  mould  return 
in  writing  to  the  bilhop  or  ordinary  of  the  place  the 
whole  matter  of  the  accufation,  whether  by  public  fame, 
or  attefted  by  the  depofition  of  witnefles,  or  juftly  fu- 
fpected. And  if  any  perfon  refufe  to  come  to  him  when 
duly  cited  by  the  apparitor,  he  fhall  be  cenfured  as  con- 
tumacious, &c.  And  within  every  fix  months  the  faid 
rural  îican  mould  inform  the  bilhop  or  ordinary  of  the 
place,  how  many  fermons  had  been  preached  in  his 
ïrcancrrj  within  that  fpace  of  time." 

"  And  where,  in  the  plan  that  was  under  confideration 
ann.  mdlxii."  continues  Gibfon,  "  the  fame  duty  is  laid 
out,  it  is  expreffly  added, — But  the  faid  focan  not  to  deter- 
mine any  thing  in  thofe  matters." 

"  This  report  to  be  made  to  the  bifhop  concerning 
the  manners  of  the  clergy,  and  people,  rendered  them 
necefj'ary  attendants  on  the  epifeopal  fynod  or  general 
vilitation,  which  was  held  for  the  fame  end  of  infpecting 
in  order  to  reformation  :  and  they  might  on  account  of 
the  informations  given  by  them  be  fometimes  called 
Tejtes  Synodales  ;  but  not,  I  conceive,  exclufive  of  the 
Tejtes  Synodales  properly  fo  called,  or  that  thefe  fuc- 
ceeded  the  rural  beans  in  the  office  of  detecting  (however 
thofe  things  have  been  affirmed)  ;  fince  they  have  no 
fuch  title  given  them,  in  any  canon  or  conftitution,  that 
I  have  met  with  ;  and  it  is  alfo  certain,  that  the  calling 
out  the  Tejtes  Synodales  at  fynods,  was  in  practice  long 
before  the  declining  ft  ate  of  the  rural  foeans."  (See  Sec- 
tion m.  Editor.) 
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"  But  however,  at  firft,  the  office  of  rural  ïreans  was 
merely  infpection  ;  by  degrees  they  became  poffefled  of 
a  power  to  judge  and  determine  in  fmaller  matters;  and 
therefore,  upon  the  forementioned  rule  of  the  canon 
law,  (quoted  entire,  with  its  glofs,  in  earlier  pages,  from 
the  council  of  Pavia  A.  D.  dcccl.),  at  the  words  cuncta  Beer.  GreS.  ix 
tamen  référant  ad  epifcopum,  the  glofs  defcribes  the  im-J  c'iv. 'editor. 
provement  of  their  power  by  cuftom,  prœter  minora,  quœ 
ipfi  arcïuprcsbrjteu  determinare  pq/Jimt,  cum  habeant  ordi- 
nariam  jurifdictionem  : — which  is,  in  effect,  the  fame  con- 
ftitution  that  we  find  in  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Con-  Leg.  Edward, 
feffor,  concerning  the  Decemvir,  or  the  Head-man  of  editor/' 
every  tything,  in  the  ftate  :  IJti  inter  villas  et  vicinos 
caufas  tractabant,  et  fecundum  forisfacturas  emendationes 
capiebant,  et  concordationes  faciebant,  videlicet,  de  pafcuis, 
pratis,  mejjibus,  et  de  litigat'wnibus  inter  vicinos,  et  innu- 
meralibus  hujufmodi  decertationibus,  quœ  humanamfragïli- 
tatem  infejiant,  et  earn  incejjantcr  oppugnant.    Cum  autem 
caufœ  majores  erumpebant,  refer  ebantur  ad  fn per  tores  eorum 
jujïitiarios,  &c. 

"  This  then  was  the  Jlanding  office  of  rural  ïieans, — 
To  infpect  the  manners  of  the  people  and  clergy,  to 
determine  lefler  matters  themfelves,  and  to  report  the 
reft  to  their  ecclefiaftical  fuperior1.  But,  as  to  other 
branches  of  power  (fuch  as  inductions,  inquifitions  de 
Jure  Patronatûs,  cuftody  of  vacant  benefices,  trial  of  Kennett's  Paro- 

,  .  chittl  Antiqui- 

caufes  by  delegation,  and  the  like)  which  have  been  voi.n. 

J  °  7  '  Editor. 


(')  — "  Recogitare  debent  arc^îprcsBgteït.Tê  effe  conjlitutos  pajtorum  Va^  ^fpen^ 

et  ecclefiajlicorum  fui  diflrictus  pet/tores;   ipjarumque  parochiarum  T.vi.c.m.p. 30. 

vice-epifcopo  directioni  intendere  ;  ut  vel  ipfi  defectus  corrigant,  vel  ad  Er>ITOK- 
minus  epifcopum  de  omnibus  plenè  injlruant."  Editor. 
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placed  to  their  account,  as  branches  of  the  office  ;  in  thefe 
they  feem  only  to  have  been  occafionally  employed  by 
their  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  to  whom  they  fwore  obe- 
dience at  their  admiffion.  And  therefore  the  faying 
that  they  were  fometimes  employed  in  fuch  matters,  would 
have  been  lefs  apt  to  mislead  the  reader,  than  the  repre- 
fenting  fuch  duties,  wherein  they  were  but  occasionally 
employed,  as  powers  of  right  belonging  to  the  office." 

"It  hath  been  alfo  affirmed,  that  parochial  vijitations 
are  part  of  the  office  :  and  it  is  true,  that  where  the 
Lateran  council  determines  the  retinues  of  vifitors,  and 
allows  to  archdeacons  five  or  feven  horfes  ;  it  is  added, 
ïDfcnnt  conjîituti  fub  epifcopis  (al.  ipfts,  in  marg.)  duobns 
equis  contenti  eœijïant  :  but  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that, 
!  though  the  faid  Lateran  canon  is  transferred  by  the 
J  bulk  into  the  canons  of  the  council  of  London,  ami.  mcc.  ; 
yet  in  all  the  Provincial  and  Legatine  Conftitutions,  or 
the  gloffes  upon  them,  there  is  not  the  leaft  intimation 
of  their  being  parochial  vifitors,  or  their  having  any  con- 
cern therein  ;  which  work,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  them,  is 
fuppofed  to  belong  wholly  to  archdeacons,  as  the  legal 
adminiftrators  of  that  branch  of  the  epifcopal  jurif- 
diction." 

Hitherto  Bifhop  Gibfon  and  his  authorities. — But, 
perhaps,  it  will  not  be  going  too  far  in  the  humble  col- 
lector of  thefe  notes  on  the  tftcanal  office  of  tfie  countrg, 
to  fay,  that  the  learned  canonift,  in  the  foregoing  ftate- 
ment,  is  at  iffue  with  other  antiquaries,  and  poffibly 
miftaken. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  what  were  permanent  powers  of 
right,  and  what  of  temporary  delegation.  Strictly  fpeak- 
ing,  the  former  were  very  few  ;  and,  fuch  as  they  were, 
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perhaps,  more  extenfively  annexed  to  the  office  on  the 
continent  than  in  England,  and  in  fome  places  here  than 
in  others  ;  and  fo  feeming  contradictions  may  be  recon- 
ciled.   "Circa  hœc  attaque  jura  et  officia  nrcfitpresbnterorum  ;  van  Eg™ 
notandum,  illa  plurimùm  ex  confuetudine,  et  inftructionïbus}\  m™.  Pam. 

y  ,.      7.        /m        Tit.  VI.  cap.  v. 

feu  facultatibus,  quœ  arci)tprtsï)tUEns  in  fingulis  diœcejibus  P.3i. 

dari  confueverwnt,  dependere  et  variari;  aded  ut  ex  con- 
fuetudine  aut  decreto  unius  diœcefis  quoad  fimïlia  ad  alias 

diœcefes  ordinariè  non  liceat  inferre." 

Mr.  Somner  acknowledges  the  undefined  nature  of  the  Equities  «/ 

O  J  Canterbury, 

office  of  beans  rutal.  "  Their  jurifdiction,"  fays  he,  "  for  JJJ 1  pp175> 
ought  that  I  can  find,  is  not  fo  certain,  nor  particularly 
laid  down  any  where,  as  it  can  be  faid  to  be,  of  this  or 
that  form,  or  to  be  thus  or  thus  bounded  out.  And 
therefore  as  they  are  generally  amotive,  and  removeable 
ad  nutum  conjUtuentis,  fo  is  it  arbitrary  to  the  fuperior 
that  ordains  them,  I  fuppofe,  with  decency  and  order, 
what  charge  or  bufinefs  they  fhall  undergo." 

Be  their  powers  what  they  may — we  judge  of  them 
alone  by  their  exercife  ;  and  however  fubordinate  our 
rural  ordinary  may  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  have 
been,  the  great  machine  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  having 
been  principally  conducted  and  applied  by  his  agency  in 
country  diftricts,  he  muft  be  viewed  as  an  important 
perfonage  in  the  by-gone  days  of  his  plenary  jurifdiction 
— fuch  as  the  following  pages  will  (hew  him  to  have  once 
pofTeffied  at  leaft  by  epifcopal  commiffion.  An  officer  to 
whofe  perfonal  vigilance,  fubordinate  to,  or  a-part  from, 
the  archdeacon,  as  the  cafe  might  be,  the  bifhop  con- 
figned  the  vicarious  vifitation  of  the  rural  cantonments 
of  his  diocefe — the  fupervilion  of  the  clergy  therein  as 
to  manners  and  function — the  detection  of  vice — the 
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fupport  of  churches  and  ecclefiaftical  manfions — and  the 
care  of  all  things  which  concerned  the  public  worfhip  of 
Almighty  God — cannot  have  been  other  than  a  moft 
influential  member  of  our  rural  church-police,  while 
capacitated  to  fulfil  and  actually  difcharging  fuch  grave 
and  vital  duties  ;  and,  in  the  ratio  of  his  then  importance, 
an  interefting  fubject  of  antiquarian  inveftigation  to 
modern  ecclefiaftics. 
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SECTION  II. 

Parochial  Visitation. 

O  begin  with  an  eflential  branch  (as  the  writer 
believes)  of  the  ïican  rural's  perfonal  functions 
— the  cardinal  duty  on  which  nearly  all  the 
reft  depend — parochial  vifitation  : — Never  at 
any  period,  according  to  the  compiler  of  our  Codex  of  Gibibn-s 
Church  Law,  did  the  rural  arcfipresbyter  attain  to  the  Vol.  ii.  Tit.  xlii. 
right  of  parochial  vijitation  ;  though  &  parochial  vifitor,  by 
epifcopal  delegation,  he  has  ever  been,  in  every  Chrif- 
tian  country,  from  his  firjt  eftablifhment  to  the  prefent 
time. 

"&rcfit'prcsbrjteris  five  becants  ruralibus  hicumbere  curam 
parochiarum  fuorum  rejpectivè  dijlrictimm  extra  dubium  eft" 
Van  Efpen  obferves,  "  adeoqne  jus  eft  artfttpresbyteus 
vifitandi  dictas  parochias,  quotih  id  necefjarium  out  utile 
videbitur,  ut  debitam  parochicc  notitiam  habere  queant." 

"  Touching  the  power  and  authority  of  thefe  arcfjprcs- 
tirjters,"  fays  Dr.  Field,  " .  .  .  .  they  were  twife  in  the 
year  to  vijite  all  the  churches  within  the  limits  fubject 
to  them,  to  fee  what  was  there  amiffe,  defective,  or 
weake,  that  fo  they  might  either  reforme,  fupplie,  or 
ftrengthen  the  fame." 

"  By  cuftom  warranted  by  law"  Mr.  Somner  writes,  Aniiqnitus 0/ 
"many  of  them  had  a  kind  of  jurifdiction1  to  vifit  their.  Parti.  P.  no. 


Jur.  Ecclef. 
Univ.  Part  I. 
Tit.  vi.  cap.  v. 
p.  31. 


Of  the  Church, 
Booke,  v.  p. 507. 


(')  Dr.  Godolphin  enumerates  the  feveral  officers,  to  whom,  under  the 
bifliop,  the  due  execution  of  ecclefiaftical  laws  is  entrufted,  and  who  "  are 

to 
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iJcannj,  and  to  inquire  of  crimes  and  defamations  hap- 
pening in  the  fame,  efpecially  by  the  clergy,  and  to  take 
cognifance  thereof;  correcting,  for  the  fmaller  offences, 
by  themfelves  ;  and  for  the  reft,  referring  them  to  the 
fuperior,  the  bifhop,  namely,  or  archdeacon,  at  the  next 
fynod,  chapter,  or  vifitation,  reporting  unto  them  what, 
they  found,  like  as  did  the  Irenarchœ  and  Apparitores  of 
old,  their  notoria  to  the  magiftrate." 

"  They  had  power  to  vifit  and  hear  caufes,"  fays  Mr. 
Johnfon,  "  and  a  fort  of  authority,  latterward,  to  correct 
delinquent  clergymen,  but  not  to  proceed  to  cenfure,  &c." 

Such  an  opinion,  again,  in  modern  days,  the  learned 
civilian  Dr.  Andrews  expreffes  : — "  They  had  by  law  the 
right  of  vifitation  both  of  the  laity  and  inferior  clergy. 
In  fmaller  matters  they  had  a  right  of  judging  ;  but  in 
thofe  of  a  higher  nature,  they  were  to  refer  to  the  bifhop, 
I  and  to  follow  his  directions.  They  had  an  ordinary 
jurifdiction  within  their  bcanries  :  their  attendants  at  the 
time  of  vifitation  were  reftrained,  and  their  demands  of 
procurations  regulated  by  the  canon  law." 

This  early  capacity,  by  Bilhop  Kennett  alfo  denomi- 
[  nated  a  right  of  vifitation,  and  ftated  to  have  been  long 
I  retained,  and  exercifed  ex  confuetudine  over  all  the 
churches,  as  well  as  clergy,  of  their  ùeanrifs  twice  a-year 
(for  all  vi/itations  were  at  firft  parochial),  Gibfon,  as 


to  make  infpection  into  the  manners  of  each  particular  diocefe — the 
chancellor,  commilfaries,  archdeacons,  officials,  and  ûcanë  rural."  And 
then  (25)  he  fays — "  for  the  government  of  the  church,  and  correction 
of  offences  by  the  aforefaid  officers,  vijitations  of  pariflies  and  diocefes 
were  allowed,  that  fo  all  poffible  care  might  be  taken  to  have  good 
order  kept  in  all  places  of  the  diocefe."  See  alfo  Molanus  de  Canonicis, 
L.  h.  c.  vin.  pp.  158-9. 
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I  have  faid,  altogether  denies  to  Ùcans  rural  in  England. 
"  In  all  the  Provincial  and  Legatine  Conjlitutions,  and 
the  ghjjhs  upon  them,"  writes  the  canonift,  "  there  is 
not  the  leaft  intimation  of  their  being  parochial  vi/itors1, 
or  having  any  concern  therein." 

Here,  however,  Mr.  Whitaker  alTerts  the  bifliop  of 
London  to  have  made  "a  great  miftake  ;"  for  that  the 
rural  ùcan,  as  the  ordinary  and  prelate  of  his  Ueanery,  like 
the  archdeacon  and  bifliop,  perfonally  vijited  every  bene- 
ficed clergyman  and  church  ;  and,  like  them,  had  a  right 
to  a  procuration  from  each,  or  one  day's  entertainment 
for  himfelf  and  his  attendants.  And  affuredly,  unlefs 
inverted  by  the  bifliop  with  a  visitatorial  capacity,  in  fome 
fenfe  or  other  of  the  term,  rural  focans  could  not  have 
performed  their  duties  of  infpection  in  aidance  of  their 
fupreme  head,  the  urban  diocefan  : —  acting  in  whofe 
name,  the  primary  objects  of  their  office  was  to  examine 
the  demeanour  of  the  clergy  and  the  conduct  of  the 
laity,  and  to  promote  the  important  interefts  of  religion 

Codex  I.  E.  A. 

Tit.  XLII.  C.  VIII. 

p.  972. 

Hijtory  of  Man- 
chefler,  Vol.  II. 
pp.'  384.  394. 

(')  Archbifliop  Peckham  feems  to  acknowledge  them  as  parochial 
vi/itors  in  his  letter  to  Anian  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph  (A.D.  mcclxxxiv.), 
hereafter  quoted.  He  orders  them  to  be  procured  for  by  the  rectors  and 
vicars  of  the  diocefe. 

In  Lyndwood's  glofs  upon  the  words  alii  ordinarii  in  Archbifliop 
Stratford's  vifdation  conftitution  (A.D.  mccclxii.),  rural  fccang  are  not 
excluded,  though,  it  muft  be  confetl'ed,  they  are  not  named.  The  glof- 
fographer  writes  —  "  archidiaconis  cequales,  et  inferiores  eis" — which 
explanation  will  alfuredly  admit  toctanal  orûtnaricS.  See  the  Meath  Con- 
ftitutions,  iv.  v.  VI.  beyond. 

See  Dr.  Phillimore's  opinion  on  the  power  of  rural  tlcanS  to  exercife 
in  fpection  by  authority  of  the  bifliop  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln.  Ecclef. 
(lazette,  p.  164.  March  1839.  N°.  9. 

CC.  M.  B.  el  //. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  105. 

Provincial.  Lib. 
nr.  Tit.  xxii. 
p.  224. 

Appendix, 

Lincoln 

Documents. 
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Tit  vi.  cap.  m. 
p.  3D. 


Boëhmer.  Jiif. 
Ecclef.  Prote/t. 
L.  in.  Tit 


Bingham 
O.  E.  B.  II. 

c.xxi.  s.  9. 


S/fr  *n  ^30^1  :  an(*  tne  fecon(iary,  to  infpect  the  ftate  of  the 
ftructure,  and  the  condition  of  the  furniture,  in  the  rural 
churches  ;  and  to  keep  the  ecclefiaftical  houfes  in  good 
repair. 

"  Cum  arcfrfprcslmtcri  omnibus  pajîoribus  et  ecclefiajiicis 
fui  diji rictus  fuperintendere,  et  invigilare  debeant"  fays 
Van  Efpen  ;  "  attendere  quoque,  num  nihil  in  parochiis 
ftbi  fubjectis,  ad  earum  debitum  regimen  et  curam  anima- 
rum  fpectans  negligatur;  nihil  evidentius,  quàm  inter  primas 
arcf)tprrsbrjterorttm  obligationes,  ejfe  parochiarum  fibi  fub- 
jectarum  exactam,  et  frequentem  vifitationem,  qua  medi- 
ante  in  notitiam  parochiarum  venire,  et  corrigenda  corri- 
gere,  aut  ad  epifeopum  corrigenda  referre  queant." 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  were  parochial  vi- 
codex  i.e.' j.  '  fitors  of  very  early  days — eftablifhed,  in  all  likelihood,  at 
vol  n.  p. 9GS>.  the  abolition  of  the  cïjoreptscopt  to  this  department  of 
office  : — nay,  as  pcrtolfcutcE,  with  whom,  in  earlier  pages, 
we  have  endeavoured  to  affimilate  them,  they  were 
effentially  vifitors  —  "  epifcoporum  vicarii,  qui  regiones 
epifcoporum  circumibant  et  vifitabant,  auctoritate  quadam 
epifcopali,  qua  etiam  defectus  emendâjje,  et  alia  quœ  viftta- 
tionum  necejjitas  pojtulabat,  peregi[Je  videntur."  Vifita- 
tion  was  an  attribute  of  their  office  even  before  it  was 
delegated  to  the  principal  deacons  ;  who,  under  the  title 
of  archdeacons,  at  their  original  institution,  had  no 
relation  to  the  rural  diocefe  at  large,  but  only  to  the 
epifcopal  fee. 

But  that  rural  ùrans  or  arc&prcsorjters,  or  even  prn'o= 
teuta?,  ever  parochially  vifited  their  fubject  churches 
otherwife  than  by  exprefs  or  implied  permiffion  and 
authority  of  their  diocefan,  I  am  far  from  affirming  : — 
indeed,  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  that  they  ever 
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exercifed  this,  or  any  other  branch  of  duty,  except  as 
epifcopal  delegates  "  in  fubftitution  and  vicarage."  So 
true  is  it,  as  afferted  by  Richard,  that  rural  ardjjpresuMm,  Anaiyju  cc. 

'  J  '  .  Gen.  el  Part. 

ùcans  rural,  and  foraiuous  tncars,  act  not,  "  niji  per  com-  \  Tom.  m.  P.  30. 
mijjionem,  quœ  ad  epifcopi  nutum  revocari  poteji;"  like 
their  archetypes  the  iiepioaeytai  of  the  eaft,  of  whom 
Boëhmer  fays,  "Hi  vicarii  à  nutu  epifcoporum  dependebant, 
omnia  ad  epifcopum  referebant,  et  aiictoritate  epifcopi  per 
diœcefm  circumibant"  (loc.  citat.) 

In  this  delegate  capacity,  prebyters  acted  as  btsfta= 
tores  at  a  very  ancient  date,  in  the  Weftern  church,  as 
they  did  under  the  title  of  pnt'otieutœ  in  the  Eaft.  See 
Routh's  Reliq.  Sacrce,  Vol.  in.  pp.  348, 382  ;  and  notes  to  j  h  d.r.  Voi.n. 
Priaulx's  treatise,  N°.  xxxm.    The  bifhop  had  power  Documents"""1 
granted  to  him  by  the  fourth  council  of  Toledo1  (A.D.  coi.'mg'i.  °m'  ' 


(  '  )  According-  to  the  decree  and  direction  of  the  Toledo  Council,  °f*he  c^nh' 
"  we  fliall  find,"  fays  Dr.  Field,  "  that  bifliops  hindered  by  other  em-  P' 
ployments,  ficknefle,  weaknefle,  or  age,  fo  that  they  could  not  go  in 
perfon  to  vifit  their  churches,  fent  fome  of  their  chiefe  presbyters  or 
deacons,  but  efpecially  the  chiefe  deacons,  to  performe  the  worke  of 
vifitation  for  them  ;  becaufe  they  being  the  chiefe  among  the  deacons, 
which  are  but  church-fervants,  were  more  attendant  about  them  for 
difpatch  of  all  publick  bufineffes,  than  presbyters.  Thefe  chiefe  deacons, 
or  archdeacons,  at  firft  they  fent  onely  to  vifit,  and  to  make  report,  but 
not  to  fententiate  any  man's  caufe,  or  to  meddle  with  the  correcting  or 
reforming  of  any  thing  ;  but  afterwards  in  procède  of  time  they  were 
authorized  to  heare  and  determine  the  fmalleft  matters,  and  to  reforme 
the  lighter  and  lelfer  offences  :  and  therefore  in  the  councell  of  Laterane 
under  Alexander  the  Third,  it  is  ordered  that  the  archdeacon  lhall  not 
give  fentence  againft  any  one.  But  in  the  councell  of  Rhoane  it  is 
appointed,  that  the  archdeacon  and  archpregbnter  fliall  be  fore-runners 
to  the  bifliop,  and  fliall  reforme  the  lighter  and  fmaller  things  they  finde 
to  be  amifle." 

"  Hence 
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dcxiii.),  of  invefting  presbyters  or  deacons,  vicarioufly, 
with  the  exercife  of  parochial  vifitation  : — every  diocefan 
being,  by  himfelf  or  deputy,  obliged  to  vifit  annually  all 
the  churches  and  parifhes  of  his  diocefe.  "  Quod  ft  ipfe 
aut  languore  detentus,  aut  aliis  occupationibus  implicates, 
id  explere  nequierit,  presbyteros  probabiles  {probabilis 
vitœ.  Burchard.  L.  i.  c.  lxxxvii.)  aut  diaconos  mittat,  qui 
et  reditus  bafdicarum,  et  reparationes,  et  minijîrantium  vitam 
inquirant  :"  Can.  xxxvi. — "which  is  the  original,"  fays 
Eccief.  Ca/es,     Bifhop  Stillingfleet,  "of  the  archdeacon's  vifitation  ;"  and, 

Vol.  i.  p.  77.  1  °  J 

I  would  add,  of  the  tiean  rttrars,  in  the  Latin  church. 

The  council  of  Chalon  in  France  protects  the  paro- 
chial clergy  from  the  intrufion  of  civilians  in  the  cha- 
ss.caTom.vii.  racter  of  vifitors  (at  variance  alike,  fays  the  canon,  with 
eftablifhed  cuftom,  and  canonical  regulation)  unlefs  fpe- 
cially  invited  by  the  arcf)prcstmter  of  the  diftrict  ; — which 
would  indicate  that  the  local  clergy  were,  there  and  at 
that  time,  fubject  to  the  latter's  peculiar  and  exclufive 
De  ^y^»*     infpection  under  the  diocefan  bifhop  :  Can.  xi.    In  the 
No.  lvii.         fame  office  of  perfonal  vifitation  Rheginon  afTociates  the 
arc^pn'est  with  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon  at  a  later  date. 
Agreeing,  then,  with  the  bilhop  of  London  in  his 

"Hence  in  time  it  came,  that  archdeacons  much  ufed  by  bifliops,  as 
moll  attendant  on  them  in  the  vifitation  of  their  churches,  and  reforming 
fome  fmaller  diforders,  at  length  by  prefcription  claymed  the  correction 
of  greater  things,  as  having  of  long  time  put  themfelves  into  the  exer- 
cife of  fuch  authority.  And  thus  the  deacons,  or  at  leaft  the  chiefe  of 
them,  the  archdeacons  (which  at  firft  might  not  fit  in  the  prefence  of  a 
presbyter,  but  being  willed  by  him  fo  to  doe)  in  the  end  became,  by 
reafon  of  this  their  employment  by  the  bifhop,  to  be  greater,  not  onely 
than  the  ordinary  presbyters,  but  than  the  archpiTStrntcrS  themfelves."  &c. 
— See  Bifhop  Marfh's  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  Peterborough,  mccccxxiii. 
pp.16,  feqq. 
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unqualified  negation  of  all  power  in  rural  beans  to  vijit 
de  jure  (if  fuch  be  the  author's  meaning  in  the  above- 
cited  pafiage)  independent  of  the  diocefan,  at  leaft  in 
England  (for  to  the  canons  and  cuftoms  of  his  own 
country  alone  Gibfon  alludes)  ;  we  will  proceed  to 
adduce,  in  chronological  order,  fuch  memoranda  of 
vifitational  meajures  conducted  by  beans  rural,  as  the 
councils  of  Great  Britain  and  the  continent  prefent  ;  in 
order  to  fhew  the  important  fact,  that  they  did  vifit  "  by 
fubftitution  and  delegation  "  under  the  fanction  of  the 
church1 — beginning  with  a  curious  manual  of  inftruc- 
tions  to  beans — ("  Capitula  quïbus  de  rebus  magijtri  et 
becant  per  Jingidas  ecclejias  inquirere,  et  epifcopo  renuntiare 
debeant  ")  from  Hincmar,  archbifhop  of  Rheims,  bearing 
date  A.D.  dccclii. —  the  earlieft,  I  believe,  on  record  for 
regulating  rurt-becanal  inquiries  by  vifitation.  From  this 
document,  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  glppenbt'x,  it 
is  evident  that  rural  beans,  eftablifhed  in  their  beanrtes, 
made  annual  parochial  vifitations  in  France,  in  the  middle 
of  the  ninth  century  :  and,  from  the  obligation  impofed 
on  them  to  deliver  yearly  in  July  their  vifitational  returns 
to  the  archbifhop,  may  be  inferred  the  vicarious  cha- 
racter of  their  infpectional  journeys. 

Out  of  this  Rhemiûx  formula  of  the  middle  of  the  ninth 


Hincmari  Oper. 
Tom.  I.  Capitula 
et  Coronationes. 
SS.  CC.  Tom.X. 
col.  5,  feqq. 


(')  The  power  of  the  diocefan  bifliop  to  delegate  to  archprcsbntcrg 
rural  his  vijitatorian  right  of  parochial  infpection,  as  often  as  may  be 
expedient  for  the  due  confervation  of  the  churches  and  manfes  of  his 
diocefe,  cannot  be  doubted — when  he  can  do  it  to  any  presbyler-rural  ; 
— and  the  fame  is  capable  of  fuch  a  commiffion  of  vifttation.  The 
bifliop  of  Chichefter  authorifed  two  clergymen  {A.D.  mdclxxxvi.)  to 
vifit  every  church,  parfonage-houfe  &c,  within  an  archdeaconry  of  his 
diocefe,  and  to  make  their  return  to  him,  or  his  vicar-general. 


Boëhmcri  Jus 
EcclefiaJi.Pro- 
tejtant,'\À\>.  lit. 
Tit.  xxxix. 
§  xxxv. 


(Commiffw  pro 
vifitatione  pa- 
rochiali.) 
Gibfon  Cod. 
I.  K.A.  Append, 
p.  1550.  xvm. 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XIII.  col.  419. 
can.  IV.  Anrtal. 
R.  de  Hoveden 
Script,  poll.  Be- 
dam,  p.  807. 


V.  et.  N.  E.  D. 
de  B.  P.  m. 
L.  it.  c.  xxxin. 
V.  in.  p.  376. 


Collier's  Ecclef. 
Hilt.  Appendix, 
A.D.  MCI.XXXH. 
Hen.  II.  29. 


century,  probably,  fprung  the  more  copious  inftructions 
of  Rheginon  towards  its  clofe — u Injtructio  de  his,  qua  in 
vifttationibus  ecclefiarum  epifcopum  vel  ejus  minijtrosper  vicos, 
paqos,  et  parochias  fuœ  diœcefeos  inquirere  olim  oportuit." 
The  latter  table  is  fuppofed  by  Baluzius  ad  Reginon. 
p.  533.  to  have  been  in  general  ule  in  Weftern  Europe  ; 
though  the  abbot  of  Prumia  compiled  his  Difciplina 
Ecclefta/lica,  more  efpecially,  for  the  German  churches. 

The  celebrated  council  of  Rome  under  Alexander  III. 
(A.D.  mclxxix.)  "writing  expreflly  on  the  fubject  of  cift- 
tation,  and  confirmed  by  our  own  provincial  council  of 
London  (A.D.  mcc),  under  Archbifhop  Hubert,  and  by 
the  Legatine  Conftitutions  of  Cardinal  Othobon  (A.D. 
mcclxviii.),  fets  a  limitation  to  the  visitatorial  retinue  of 
rural  rjcans,  as  well  as  that  of  fuperior  church-dignitaries  : 
— "Quocircà  J/atuimus  quod  archiepifcopi  parochias  mjir 
tantes,  pro  diverfitate  provinciarum  et  facultatibus  eccle- 
fiarum, quadraginta  vel  quinquaginta  evectionis  numerum 
non  excédant:  cardinales  verb  viginti  quinque  non  excé- 
dant (thefe  are  omitted  at  London)  ;  archidiaconi  quin- 
que aut  feptem  ;  fcccaru,  eonjiituti  fub  ipfis,  duobus  equis 
exiftant  contenti  "  And  why  mould  the  canon  be  thus 
reftrietive  upon  the  latter  functionaries,  if  they  never 
vifited  jmrochially  ?  "  His  omnibus"  fubjoins  ThomalTin, 
"  jus  erat  vifitationis  et  procurations  ;  "  and  to  all  alike 
is  forbidden,  in  their  retinue,  the  1  accompaniment  of 


( !  )  Three  years  after  this  council  of  Lateran,  the  following'  curious 
indulgence  to  the  Berkfliire  clergy  was  iflued  by  Pope  Alexander  : — 
"ALEXANDER  PAPA  CLERICIS, 
per  Archidiaconatum  Berkesire  constitutis, 

INDULGET  NE  CaNES,  VEL  AcCIPITRES 

Archidiacono  exhibeant. 

"  ALEX- 
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hounds  and  hawks,  frequent  appendages  of  dignity  in 
thofe  days,  both  in  lay  and  clerical  life  :  "  nec  cum  cani- 
bus  venatoriis  et  avibus  proficifcantur,  fed  ita  procédant,  ut 
non  quœ  funt  fua,fed  quœ  Jefu  Chrifti  quœrere  videantur: 
nec  fumptuofas  epidas  quœrant,  fed  cum  gratiarum  actione 
recipiant,  qaod  honejtè  et  competentèr  fuerit  ïllis  miniflra- 
tum."  And  to  archdeacons  and  rural  ïïcans,  in  parti- 
cular, exactions  on  the  clergy  are  ftrictly  inhibited  in 
the  fequel  of  the  fame  council — "  Archidiaconi  verb,  five 
bcfflnt  nullas  eœactiones,  vel  tallias2  in  presbyteros,  five 
clericos  exercere  prœfumant."    See  Boëhmer  "de  cenfibus, 


"  ALEXANDER  EPISCOPUS,  firms  fervorum  Dei,  dilectis  Filiis 
Clericis,  per  Archidiaconatum  Bcrkefire  conjtitutis,  Saluiem  et  Apojlo- 
licam  Bened'utionem. 

"  Cum  nobis  fit,  quamquam  immeritis,  omnium  Ecclefiarum  cura 
commi/Ja  ;  ficut  officii  nojlri  debito,  cogimur  providere  ne  fubditi  fupe- 
rioribus  debitam  reverentiam  fubtrahant  et  honorem,  ita  quoque  volumus 
prœcavere,  ne  a  majoribus  fubditi  raleant  indebite  prœgravari  ;  ea 
propter,  quieti  veftrre  paterna  follicitudine  provideides,  auctoritate  vobis 
Apojlolica  indulgemus,  ne  Canes  vel  Accipitres  ARCHIDIACONO 
vejtro  cogamini  exhibere,  nec  eum  pluries,  quant  femel  in  anno  recipere, 
tunc  ei  per  diem  unum  et  noctem  neeeffaria  mini/lraturi,  cum  ftptem 
ta?rfum  equitaturis,  et  perjbnis  tolidem,  et  tribus  fervientibus  peditibus. 

"  Nulli  ergo  hominum  liceat  ha/ic  paginam  nojlrœ  conceffionis  infrin- 
gere,  vel  ei  auju  temerario  contraire. 

"Si  quia  autem  hoc  attemptare  prœfumpferit,  indignationem  Omnipo- 
tentis  DEI,  et  beatorum  Petri  et  Pauli,  Apojlolorum  ejus,  Je  noverit 
incurfurum. 

"  Dal.  Lateran.  vm.  KL.  Martii. 

"  Filis  fericis  coloris  fiavi." 

O  Tallia — "  Cenfus  vel  fributum  quod  viritbn  exigilur."  Spelman. 
(iloj]'.  Arch,  in  voce.  "  Exactio,  impofttio  " — Ducang.  Cllofs.  M.  et  I.  L. 
in  voce. 
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CC.M.B.etll. 
Vol.  n,  p.151. 


exactionibus  et  procurationibus,"  m  Jus  Ecclefiajticum  Pro- 
tejlantium,  Tom.  m.  Lib.  in.  Tit.  xxxix.  §  ci.  p.  633. 

All  thefe  vijitors,  as  above  ftated,  were  allowed  their 
cuftomary  procurations,  originally  in  provifions,  but  fub- 
fequently  in  pecuniary  compofition1  ;  the  churches  to 
be  vifited  having  the  privilege  of  withholding  payment 
unlefs  the  duty  of  vif 'dation  was  duly  performed;  "cum 
procuratio  aliud  non  fit  "  fays  Peter  Quivil  in  the  Exeter 
fynod  (A.D.  mcclxxxvii.),  "  nififujtentatio  vifitantis"  To 
the  like  purport  a  continental  fynod  of  the  fame  year 
(Statuta  Synodalia  Ecclefiœ  Meldenfis  (A.D.  mcclxxxvii.), 
in  its  twenty-fifth  canon,  writes — "  Prohibemus  ne  archi- 
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(')  Vifitational  procuration  became  gradually  To  fixed  and  certain, 
that  it  was  frequently  redeemed,  or  changed  into  a  pecuniary  payment, 
obferves  Mr.  Whitaker,  as  early  as  the  year  mcc.  ;  and  has  long  fettled 
into  a  pofitive  fum.  It  was  very  wifely  appointed  at  firft,  as  a  provifion 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  ordinary  and  his  attendants  during  the  time 
of  vifitation,  and  to  preclude  that  natural  fear  of  expence  which  might 
abridge  the  frequency,  and  contract  the  particularity,  of  this  ufeful  exer- 
tion of  difcipline.  But  this  end  is  now  anfwered  no  longer.  The  firft 
departure  from  the  defignation  reduced  it  into  a  pecuniary  payment. 
Cuftom  foon  afcertained  the  particular  fum.  And  the  lowered  value  of 
money  has  rendered  the  latter  infignificant.  It  is  no  longer  fufficient 
for  the  purpofes,  for  which  it  was  originally  impofed.  And  the  very 
ufeful,  the  parochial,  vifitation  has  therefore  contracted  itfelf  into  little 
more  than  a  formal  and  hafty  one  by  ticanrrtcë.  Vifitations  are  now, 
for  the  moft  part,  fynodal,  and  not  parochial — in  confequence  of  the 
viiitor  availing  himfelf  of  the  indulgence  which  the  law  grants  in  fpecial 
cafes,  where  every  church  cannot  be  conveniently  repaired  to  :  "  et  Jt 
commode  vel  abfque  difficultate  accedere  ad  unamquamque  non  pole  rit  ; 
de  pluribus  lotis  ad  unum  congruum  clerieos  et  laicos  Jlxideat  convocare, 
ne  in  illis  vifitatio  pq/lponalur."  From  this  indulgence,  and  the  great 
extent  of  diocefes  and  jurifdictions  beyond  what  they  originally  were, 
grew  the  cuftom  of  citing  the  clergy  and  people  to  attend  vifitations  at 
particular  places.    See  Gibfon's  note  ad  can.  lx.  {A.D.  mdciii.) 
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diaconi  vel  tjceant  rurales  cliquas  exigant  procurationes, 
niji  legitime  vifitaverint.  Prohibemus fub  pœnâ fujpenjionis 
fubditis  eorum,  ne  Jblvant  procurationes,  vel  aliquid  loco 
procurationis,  niji  legitime  vifitantibus.  Ita  cum  requifiti 
fuerint,fuper  hoc,  ft  opus  fuerit,  fidem  faciant  facramento, 
ne  prœdicti  archidiaconi  vel  ÎJccant  numerum  in  Lateranenji 
concilio  conjtitutum  excédant.  Et  moderates  faciant  ex- 
penfas,  ne  longi  temporis  victum  brevis  hora  confumat."  And 
another  fynod  at  the  fame  place  in  its  ninety-fourth 
canon,  de  procuratione  Ûecanorum — "  prœcipimus  presby- 
teris  omnibus  ne  recipiant  îïccanos  ad  procurationes,  niji 
cum  duobus  cquis  ;  quod Ji  contr  avium  factum  fuerit,  contra 
presbyterum  et  foecanum  graviter  procedemus." 

Reftrictions  are  indifcriminately  paffed  on  archidia 
conal  and  decanal  vijitations  by  the  councils  of  the  day; 
— that  they  be  not  onerous  to  the  clergy  in  point  of  j 
expence  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  enacted,  that,  at 
all  events,  they  be  performed.     So,  that  of  Le  Mans  ! 
(A.  D.  mccxlvii.),  in  its  canon  de  officio  brcanorum,  orders,  : 
"  ut  Decant  quamlibet  jibi  fubjectam  ecclefiam  vifitent  annu- 
atim  ferfonaliter  et  prioratus  :  et  ft  procurationes  vofuerint 
omittere,  nullatenùs  tamen  vifltationem  omittant."    That  of 
Saumur  (A.D.  mcclhi.)  not  only  confirms  the  canons  of 
earlier  fynods,  pertinent  to  thefe  matters,  obliging  the 
functionaries  in  queftion  to  an  obfervance  of  them,  but 
particularly,  and  by  name,  forbids  to  rural  arcljpn'csts  the  | 
fubftitution  of  officials  in  parochial  vifitation,  perfonal 
miniftration  being  their  bounden  duty. 

The  canon  de  officio  arcfjtpresbnterorum  of  the  fynod  of 
Clermont  {A.D-  mcclxviii.),  fo  corroborative  of  the  vifi- 
tatorial  power,  and  declaratory  of  the  points  of  inquiry, 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  beans  was  to  be  directed, 
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claims  our  fpecial  notice  : — "  Statuimus  ut  artfjtprcsfnitrrt 

quamlibet  fbi  fubjectam  ecdeftam  vifitent  annuatim  perfo- 
naliter.  Et  fi  procurationem  omittere  voluerint,  uulhi- 
tenùs  tamen  vifitationem  omettant.  Item  inquàrant  Jum- 
mariè  de  omnibus  notoriis :  et  fi  quid  eft  quod  fcandalum 
generet  ibidem  in  populo,  Jive  clero,  et  quod  per  fe  non 
poteruni  corrigerez  nobis  vel  officudi  nojtro  référant  infra 
menfem  :  ut  fecundum  relationem  ad  plenam  inquifitionem 
defcendamus,  et  corrigamus,J\cut  nobis  videbitur  expedire. 

"  Item  quœra/it,  ut  rum  ecclefiis  vel  prioratibus  impoftœ 
fuerint  norm  impenjiones  ab  abbate,  vel  ab  alio  aliquo,  abfque 
confenfu  nojtro.  Et  fi  invenerint,  nobis  renuncient  fideUtèr 
abfque  mora. 

"Item  prcceipimus,  quod  arcïnprcsfjptcri,  quandb  procu- 
rations recipiunt,  duorum  equorum  numerum  non  excédant, 
prout  in  Lateranenfi  et  in  provincial  concilio  eft  Jtatutum. 
Et Jl  excej/'erint,  procuratio  denegeturr  The  canon  then 
proceeds  to  prohibit  them  meddling  with  judicial  caufes 
without  fpecial  mandate,  on  pain  of  excommunication  ; 
or  uttering  interdict  or  excommunication,  except  by  the 
authority  of  their  fuperiors,  ecc. 

The  fynod  of  Saintes  {A.  D.  mcclxxxii.)  forbids  all 
pecuniary  compofition,  (which  had,  indeed,  been  pre- 
vioufly  reftricted  till  after  vifitation  performed,  for  fear 
of  abufe),  and  enjoins  archdeacons  and  arcïjprtcsts  to  be 
fatisfled  with  two  fercula  by  way  of  provifion,  to  fojourn 
with  the  vifited  only  one  night,  and  to  abftain  from  ex- 
tortion of  every  kind.  That  of  Liege  (A.D.  mcclxxxvii.) 
orders,  that  no  allowance  whatever  be  made  to  the  fame 
perfonages  "  ratione  vifitationis,  nifi  ad  ecclef  as  fpeciolitrr 

vifitationis  causa  venerint  velaccefferintr    "  et  cum 

archidiaconi  vel  ijcrant  rurales  vifitaverint,"  fays  another 
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canon  of  the  fame  church,  "  et  ad  aliquant  ecclefiam  per- 
venerint,  quœ  vifitanti  per  fe  ad  aliqua  non  fufficit,  tunc 
duas  vel  plures  conjungant,  et  eas  uno  die  vifitent,  et  tunc 
expenjas  illius  vifitationis  ab  ipfis  ecclefiis  vifitatis  pro  rata 
citjuslibet  recipiant,  nec  aliquant  pecuniam  ab  ipjts  ecclefiis 
habeant,  quant  quod  expenfœ  illius  vifitationis  folvantur." 

In  the  diocefe  of  St.  Afaph  (A.D.  mcclxxxiv.),  the 
rural  beans  or  local  officials  are  ordered,  by  the  letter  of 
Archbifhop  Peckham,  addreffed  to  the  diocefan  bifhop 
and  clergy,  to  be  procured  for  by  the  rectors  and  vicars 
— "îrccanos  verb  rurales  vel  qfficiales  locales  volumus  à 
rectoribus  et  vicariis  procurari,  nift  forte  ab  iifdem  pro 
necejjitate  aliqua  invitentur."  See  alfo  the  Chichefter 
Si/nodal  Statutes  of  Bifhop  Richard  de  la  Wich  (A.D. 
mccxlvi.) — Archbifhop  Stratford's  Vifitation  Canon  (A.D. 
mcccxlii.) — Lyndwood's  glofs  in  v.  alii  ordinarii  ;  and  the 
"  Injiructio  39ccanorum  tant  in  curfu  vifitationis,  quant 
extra  "  in  the  Statuta  Synodalia  Eccleftœ  Meldenfts  (A.  D. 
mccclxv.),  in  our  glppcntotx. 

But  the  molt  important  of  all  documents,  in  corro- 
boration of  the  vifttatory  capacity  of  rural  beans,  or,  at 
leaft,  fécond  only  to  the  quoted  canon  of  the  great  La- 
teran  council  {A.  I),  mclxxix.),  is  the  "  Conjlitutio  Bene- 
dicti  PP.  XII.  fuper  procurât ionibus  vifitantium  "  {A.  D. 
mcccxxxv.) — wherein,  among  the  procurations  of  other 
ecclefiaftical  vifttors,  thofe  of  rural  beans,  "  qui  in  aliquibus 
regionibus  areïjtpresbjjtcrt  nom'mantur"  are  authoritatively 
regulated  and  eftablifhed, — the  fame  being  in  England 
the  fum  of  ten  turons,  at  the  rate,  as  the  Pope  informs 
us,  of  twelve  turons  to  the  floren  of  Florence  (45. 4d. 
Spelman  in  v.).  The  paffage  is  fo  explicit  on  the  fub- 
ject,  that  I  extract  it: — "Illud  quoque,  quod  archidiaconis 
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fuperiùs  duximus  ordinandum,  locum  habere  vohtmus  m 
becants,  preepofitis,  aliifque  perforas  ecclejiafticis  fuperiùs 
non  cxprejis,  quibus  vifitationis  officium  et  procurationis 
receptio  ex  privilégia  apqfioKcœ fedis,  vel  de  jure,  feu  de  con- 
fuetudine,  competere dignofcitur :  toccams  ruraltbus  dumtaxat 
eœceptis,  qui  in  aliquibus  regionihus  nrc^tprrsï)îjtcn'  nominan- 
tur;  circa  quos,  in  receptione  hujufmodi  procurationis,  id 
quodftatutum  ejî  de  aliis  arcrjtprcsbmm's,  volumus  obfervari." 

Nor  are  their  rijitational  dues  forgotten  in  the  plan 
of  reformation,  compiled  by  the  bifliop  and  chapter  of 
Liege  (A.D.  mccccxlvi.),  and  confirmed  by  Pope  Ni- 
I  cholas  V.     Two  new  fpecies  of  perquifites  are  there 
allotted  to  our  beans  of  Christian  t'trj,  entitled  cathedrati- 
cum  and  obfonium  ;  but  they  are  to  be  fatisfied  with  a 
ss.cc.Tom.   I  quarter  of  the  archidiaconal  dues: — "  Ne  bccam  (Ttjrts- 
xix. coi. 43.      tt'ttn|tatttm»  (called  in  the  next  claufe  'bccnni  ruralts') 
"  fub  colore  vifitationis  ficto,  vel  illius  remijione  recipiant  de 
fuis  quartis  capeUis pecunias  annuas,  nifi  perfonalitèr  vifita- 
verint,  et  cum  effectif.    Et  tunc  fient  contenti  quarto  parte 
illius,  quod  archidiaconis  pro  intégra  ecclejïœ  vifitatione  debe- 
tur.    Et  idem  volumus  obfervari  in  folutîone  obfonii  et  cathe- 
dratici  ipfarum  quartarum  capellarum  dictis  bream's  fa- 
cienaa. 

Before  we  finifh  what  is  hitherto  unnoticed,  in  coun- 
cils of  later  date,  of  the  infpectional  duties  of  îïcans  rural, 
we  muff  recur  to  the  famous  Irifh  Conft itutions  (firft 
publifhed  by  Archdeacon  WiUdns  from  a  iït^ç.  in  the 
bifliop  of  Clogher's  poffefïion);  in  which  is  feen  the 
fulleft  account  of  any  of  our  infular  councils  of  the  duties 
of  arcïjfprrstnjtcral  vifitation,  as  exercifed  in  certain 
parifhes  of  the  diocefe  of  Meath,  during  the  epifcopate 
of  Simon  de  Rochfort  (A.D.  mccxvi). 


Sect,  rr.]  ^arocïrial  **%îtatt<m.  1S1 

 _  — —  1     —  — 

The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  con/Ututions  particularly 
fpecify  the  fubjects  of  examination  at  the  annual  vijita- 
tions  of  rural  arcïjpuests  ;  omitting  altogether  other  vifitors 
of  every  denomination. 

"  iv.    Ut  arcïnprcslnjrnt  quotannis,  et  fœpiùs  fi  opus  cc.m.bmh. 

Vol  I  p  547 

fuerit,  perfonalitèr  vifitent  ftatum  et  conditionem  omnium 
ecclefiarum  infra  fuos  ïiccanatus  ;  et  Jï  qua  ecclefia  repara- 
tione  indigeat,  hortentur  gregem  Dominicum  ad  eamm  repa- 
rationem,  actaque  vifitationis  ad  nos  in  proximâ  fynodo 
tranfmitti  curent.  Videant  etiam  an  domus  pajiorum  et 
capellanorum  fuit  fartœ  tectœ  ;  corruptelas  morum  in  populo 
reformare  jludeant,  et  fi  quas  abjlergere  nequeant,  ad  fyno- 
dum  diocefanam  référant,  ut  de  Us  emendandis  cum  concUio 
cleri  deliberare  pojjit. 

"  v.  Item  ut  procurent  fidèle  tranfcriptum  ad  nos  in 
fynodo  tranfmitti  de  Jîatu  et  conditione  lïbrorum,  vajbrum, 
vejïimentorum,  et  aliorum  ornamentorum  et  fupellectilium  in 
eccleftis  infra  fuos  tretanatus,  et  de  Us  reficiendis,  quoties 
expedit,  Jîatuamus. 

"  vr.  Curent  infuper  pœnitentias  canonicas  à  nobis  vel 
ojficialïbus  nojiris  impofitas  delinquentïbus  débite,  et  eâ,  quœ 
decet,  folemnitate  peragi,  et  perimpleri  in  ecclefis  infra  fuos  \ 
limites,  quibus  ipfi  cum  presbyteris  parochialibus  interjint, 
tanquam  tejîes,  ut  quâ  humilitate  et  devotione  pœnitenti<c 
laboribus  defuncti  funt,  tejlificare  pojjînt." 

The  eleventh  conjîitution,  copying  the  Lateran  canon 
already  cited,  inhibits  "  exactiones  vel  tallias  :  " — from  the 
frequent  repetition  of  which  interdictory  claufe  in  the 
councils  of  the  time,  it  is  manifeft  that,  both  here  and 
abroad,  our  arcïjpn'csts  were  wont  to  tranfgrefs  in  that 
refpect.  Indeed,  it  was  to  correct  abufes  of  this  kind, 
before  the  iffuing  of  the  Lateran  edict,  that  a  certain 
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number  of  vijitors  were  appointed,  under  Henry  II. 
(A.D.  mclxx.),  to  an  inquifitorial  tour  through  the  dif- 
ferent counties  of  England,  and  inftructed  "  to  enquire, 
in  every  bifhopric,  what,  and  how  much,  and  for  what 
caufe  the  archdeacons,  or  rural  hearts,  took  of  any  one  ; 
and  the  whole  was  to  be  written  down  :  "  or,  in  the 
words  of  the  original  chronicler,  "  quid,  et  quantum,  et 
qua  de  caufâ,  archidiaconi  vel  ïrccam  injufte  et  fine  judicio 
ceperint — et  hoc  totum  fcribatur  :" — for,  at  that  date,  thefe 
officers  of  the  church  held  their  judicial  courts  of  Chris- 
tianity, occafionally,  at  the  times  of  vifitation. 

From  the  fact  of  the  iiTue  of  this  commiflion  of  in- 
quiry, our  Jufpkions  are,  at  leaft,  excited  of  the  purity  of 
the  artïnprcsbptcral  character  here  at  home  :  but  in  the 
Gallican  church,  the  charges  are  pofitive  and  highly 
criminatory  of  the  vifiting  arcfjprtests1, — lofing  nothing  of 
their  heinoufnefs  in  Ley's  amufing  verfion  of  the  original 
anecdote  of  u  the  zealous  preacher  in  the  councell  of 
Rhemes" — who  "complained  that  the  arc&presbgUr  went 
about  in  vifiting  of  his  circuit,  felling  all  fortes  of  finnes, 
murder,  adultery,  inceft,  facriledge,  perjury,  and  thereby 
filling  his  purfe  ;  the  fame  whereof  coming  to  the  eare 
of  the  bifhop,  hee  fends  for  him,  that  hee  may  have  a 


SS.CC.  Tom. ix. 
col.  826. 


(')  Indeed,  in  very  early  days,  it  was  arraigned — the  latter  part  of  the 
fécond  chapter  of  the  fécond  council  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  (A.D.  dcccxxxvi.) 
condemns  the  avarice  of  arcftprcsbntcrg  and  other  epifcopal  fervants  in 
its  fourth  canon: —  ..."  Comperimus  quorumdam  epifcoporum  mi- 
niftros,  id  e/t  cftorcptëcopoS,  arcftiprcëbgteroS,  et  archidiaconos,  non  folùm 
in  presbyteris,  fed  etiam  in  plebibus  parochiœ  fuœ  avaritiam  potiùs  exer- 
cere,  quàm  utilitati  ecclefq/ticce  dignitatis  infèrvire,  populique  faluti 
confulere.  Quam  negligentiam,  im?no  eorum  execrabile  ac  damnabile 
cupiditatis  vitium  omnes  in  commune  deincejis  vitandum  flatuimus  &c." 
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Ihare  with  him  :  upon  demand  he  denieth,  upon  deniall 
they  wrangle  :  but  at  laft  hee  knowing  that  if  the  bilTiop 
be  again!!  him  hee  mult  forgo  his  gaine,  hee  yieldeth 
him  a  part  :  and  fo,  faith  that  preacher,  are  Herod  and 
Pilate  reconciled  againft  Chrift."  But  let  us  have  the 
original — "  glrcfnprcsïujter  circuit  obedientiam  Jibi  credi-  \sermo  cuju/dam 
tarn  ;  et  ut  impleat  jaccum  Juum,  tradit  Janguinem  jujtum.  Mkem.  in  Oper. 
Vendit  nempe  homicidia,  adulteria,  incejlus,  fornicationes,  736.  Tom.  n. 
facrilegia,  perjuria  ;  et  ufque  ad  fummum  implet  manticam 
fuam.  Famd  igitur  volante  innotefcit  epifcopo  talis  quœjlus; 
et  accerfito  artjjt'prtsbgtcro  :  'Da  mihij  inquit,  'partem 
meant.'  At  ille  :  i  Nihil  dabo  tibi.'  E  contrà  epifcopus  : 
'  Si  non  dederis  mihi,'  inquit,  'partem  meant,  auferam  tibi 
omnia'  Fitque  altercatio  maxima,  et  propter  avaritiam  Jit 
difcordia.  Pojîeà  vero  nrcïjfprcsbgtcr  revolvens  fecum,  quod 
auctoritate  epifcopi  fungatur  potejtate  ijtâ,  et  quod  fine 
gratia  ipfius  nihil  pojjit  ;  perverse  converfus  :  '  Pœnitet,' 
inquit,  '  me,  accipe  partem  tuam  et  infuper  de  meâ  quod  bene- 
placitum  fuerit et  reconcïliantur.  Heu  !  Jicut  Herodes  et 
Pilatus  reconcïliatifunt,  et  Chriftus  crucifixus  eji  ;  jic  nihil o- 
minùs  ijti  reconcïliantur,  et  pauper  es  Chrifti  fpoliati  funt." 

This  was,  indeed,  in  the  language  of  the  pallor  of 
Great  Budworth,  "  laming  out  beyond  their  line  ;  "  and 
if  there  were  any  chance  of  a  recurrence  of  fuch  abufes, 
*  either  by  the  connivence,  or  by  the  corruption  of  the 
bifhopsin  later  times,"  it  is  well  "that  the  arcôpusbytfrs 
have  had  leffe  to  doe,  and  fo  done  leffe  evil  ".x 


Defenfive 
Doubts,  Sic. 
p.  49. 


( 1  )  To  check  the  like  abufes  in  the  vifitational  circuits  of  commhTaries  Strype's  Annals 

and  officials,  Bifliop  Freak  fuggefts  the  propriety  of  inftituting  tlcang  Uon^Vofn 

rural  or  gupcrtntcnucntg  within  the  diocefe  of  Norwich  (^.D.mdi.xxx).  P.ir.  p.696. 
Of  the  vidtations  of  the  former  he  fays — "  What  felling  of  the  people's 
fins,  without  any  regard  or  confideration  of  duty  at  all  ;  what  unfiling 

of 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xix.  col.  76. 
can.  IX. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xvi.  col.  1121. 


Fajciculus  Re- 
rum,  p.  425. 


Return  we  now  from  thefe  corrupt  practices  of  our 
predeceiïbrs  in  office,  (and,  criminal  as  they  were,  they 
(till  mew  the  refponfible  vijltatorial  character  of  the 
perfon  exercifing  the  functions  of  aufrpriesi,  and  are  fo 
far  to  the  point,)  to  the  period  at  which  we  fufpended 
our  inveftigation  of  the  perfonal  duties  of  ijcans  rural,  for 
the  fake  of  reviewing  the  Meath  canons. 

In  the  ecclefiaftical  councils  of  the  fifteenth  century 
(to  proceed  chronologically),  the  fame  inhibitory  claufes, 
as  we  have  before  cited  from  earlier  councils,  continue  to 
be  applied  to  archdeacons  and  rural  toans,  relative  to 
procurations.  The  council  of  Tours  {A.D.  mccccxlviii.) 
enacts  that  there  be  no  payment  without  due  previous 
vifitation.  "Archidiaconi,  arcïnprrsïnurri,  becant,  et  aliœ 
perfonœ  ecclejiajticœ  de  jure  aut  confuetudine  ecclefuis  vifi- 
tantes  //  non  débité  vilitaverint,  nihil  percipiant  &c."  And 
the  provincial  council  of  Angers  of  the  fame  year  again 
places  the  greedinefs  of  Ùcans  and  others  in  procurational 
matters  under  reftraint  : — "ProMbemus  ne  de  cœtero  dif- 
penjatione  légitima  fuper  hoc  cefjante,  archidiaconi,  arrfjt- 
prrsïnjtEri',  ÎJccanf,  ultra  imam  procurationem  recipere  una 
die,jive  unum  locum  vifitatum,y?yfi  pjlura  etiam  loca  vifitare 
ft/fficeret,  ad  procurationem  integrant  perfohendam,  quoque 
modo  prœfumant  ;  nec  etiam  fi  non  débite  vifitabunt,  quid- 
quam  percipiant.'"  See  alfo  Appendix,  Concil.  Conjtantienfis, 
L.  v.  c.  ii.  (A.D.  mccccxvi.) 

The  "  conjt itutio"  of  Cardinal  Campegius  "  ad  remo- 


of  verdicts  for  money  ;  what  manifold  corruptions  and  briberies  are  ufed 
by  abufe  of  regifters  ;  all  the  whole  country,  with  deteftation,  feeth.  And 
thereupon  moft  men,  by  the  abufe,  do  utterly  contemne  all  ecclefiaftical 
government." 
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vendos  abufus  "  (A.D.  mdxxiv.)  ratifies  to  rural  beans  an 
authoritative  inspection  of  the  property  of  the  church  in 
the  following  claufe  : — "Do?nos  quoque,  fundofque  dotales 
beneficiorum  collapfos  injîaurent  pojjejjbres,  quantum  ne- 
cejjitas  pojtulaverit,  reparataque  in  débita  Jtructurâ  con- 
fervent,  et  per  archidiaconos  et  îïccanos  rurales,  ac  alios,  ad 
quos  de  jure  vel  confuetudine  fpectat,  ubi  négligentes  fuerint, 
per  fubtr actionem  proventuum,  authoritate  nojtrâ,  arctiùs 
compeUantur."  The  fame  infpectional  duties  are  im-  \cc.  Rotomag. 
pofed  on  rural  îïcans  in  the  Liber  Synodalis  of  the  bifhop  p.  437.  Synodi 

c  ci  /  \      ee  s\   v  »    /•        i"  n        v.  »  Sagienfes. 

ot  heez  [A..D.  mdxxiv.) — "Quod  Jingulis  menjibus  Occam 
rurales  habeant  vifitare  fuos  îrctanatus,  cafus,  crimina,  et 
excejjus  fubditorum  inquirendo.  Qubdque  ecclejiarum  rec- 
tor es  de  fuorum  parochianorum  delictis  et  exce£ibus  publicis 
et  fcandalofis  ipjbs  fcccanos  informare  Jludeant,  fub  poena 
50  folidorum  Turonenfium.  Qui  bream  nos  et  ecclefiam 
nojlram  epifcopalem  Sagienfem  terminis  fibi  prœfixis  infor- 
mare tenebunturT 

"Item  volumus  eofdem  becanos  (ut  melius  crimina,  cafus, 
et  excejjus  fubditorum  cognqfei  valeant)  in  qudlibet  vifita- 
tione  ad  minus  interrogent  decern  perfonas  fide  dignas, 
notabiles  et  omni  exceptione  majores,  de  Jtatu  et  regimine 
uoftrorum  fubditorum  in  eodem  loco  manentium:  atque  de 
prœdictarum  conjtitutionum,  et  aliarum  per  nos  aut  prœ- 
decejfores  noftros  conjtitutarum  obfervatione." 

The  fynod  of  Augsburg  (A.D.  mdxlviii.),  in  its  feventh  \ ss.ee.  T0m. 
canon,  orders  arcfjpres&rjtns  to  visit  parochially  twice  a  XIX  c0"  ■ 
year  ;  and  whatfoever  corruptions,  fpiritual  or  temporal, 
they  cannot  perfonally  correct,  to  prefent  officially  to 
the  bilhop  at  the  epifcopal  fee,  if  urgent,  or  at  the  next 
following  diocefan  fynod,  if  there  be  no  danger  from 
procraftination  : — and  this  they  are  to  do  in  obedience 
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Reformationis 
Formula  &c. 
p.  28. 
Lovanii, 

MDXLVIII. 


CO.  M.  B.  el  H. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  48, 49. 


to  their  oath.  Moreover,  they  are  fpecially  charged,  in 
their  vifitational  progreffes,  to  fee  that  no  images  or 
pictures  be  erected  in  their  diftrict  churches,  without 
the  previous  permiflion  of  the  bifhop  ;  and  to  collect  all 
heretical  works,  and  uncanonical  liturgies  and  ordina- 
tions, and  to  fend  them  to  the  bilhop  without  delay. 

Plenary  power  of  vifitation  is  granted  to  rural  beans 
in  the  German  churches  by  the  Formula  Reformatio- 
!  nis  of  the  fame  year,  under  the  head  de  Vifitatione  : — 
ïDccant  rurales,  territorii,feu  regiwiculœ  fuœ  ecclefias fingulis 
quïbufque  minis  vifitare  debent.    Ad  hoc  enim  negotium  in 
partem  follicitudinis  epifcopalis  vocati  /mit."    Indeed,  they 
are  tied  down  to  the  fame  form  of  vifitational  inquiry  in 
their  feveral  fubdivifions  of  the  diocefe,  as  the  bifhop  in 
the  whole  : — "Ad  hanc  formam  vifitent  quoque,  et  in- 
quirant,  ac  pœnitentiam  injungant  archidiaconi  et  tfECant 
rurales  in  fuis  regiunculis  ;  graviora  verb,  et  quœ  per  feipfos 
emendari  nequeunt,  référant  ad  epijeopum,  et  fynodum  epl 
fcopalem,  publico  judicio  fubmittenda,  eorum  enim  vifita 
tiones  parvœ  quœdam  et  particulares  funt  fynodi,  fynodo 
majori  fubjectœ,  et  fecundum  ejus  judicium  dirigendce."  See 
alfo  Synodales  Conjîitut.  Arboricenjîs  Diœcefis  (A.D.  mdl.) 
Statut,  xxxix.  CC.  Rotom.  Prov.  P.  n.  p.  289  ;  and  the  Sta 
tûtes  of  the  diocefe  of  Lifieux,  in  the  fame  collection, 
p.  481. 

As  vijîtors,  again,  they  are  acknowledged,  in  the  pro 
vincial  Scotch  council  held  in  Edinburgh  (A.D.  mdxlix.), 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  fee  that  the  drefs  of  the  clergy  be  in 
all  refpects  canonical — "fuper  quibus  per  Jingulos  becanos 
in  eorum  vifitationibus,  et  fi  quis  fuerit,  fiat  diligens  in 
quijitio,  &c."  (can.  iv.  de  veftibus  clericorum).  And  again 
(can.  xiii.  de  vifitationibus)  it  is  decreed,  "  Quia 
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nonnunquàm  publiai  exceffus,  tàm  majores  quàm  minores, 
per  ÏJfcanos  et  alios  vifitatores  occtdtari  et  dijjimulari 
dicuntur,  eb  quod  pecuniarios  quœjius  à  concubinariis  et 
adulteris  accipere  non  erubcJcant,faciendo  eos  in  tali  fœditate 
fordefcere,  quod  îrccant  ante  fufceptionem  fui  officii  jurent  de 
jideli  ejus  adminijtratione  in  omnibus,  et  cum  exceffus 
majores  eorundem  commiffariis  deferunt,  non  priùs  recijn-  \ 
antur  ab  eis,  quàm  illi  denub  jurati  fuerint,  quod  omnes  et 
fingulos  exceffus  majores,  tam  publicos  quàm  privatos,  fibi 
per  affifas  et  inquifitiones  utrobique  delatos,  abfque  gratiâ  et 
favore,  prece  vel  pretio,  nullis  penitùs  omiffis,  commiffariis 
tradant,  quifi  reperti  fuerint  in  prœmijjis  culpabïles,perjurii, 
amiffionis  officii,  et  aliis  arbitrariis  pœnis  per  ordinarium 
infligendis  fubjaceant  ;  et  fuper  hoc  follicitè  inquirant  commif- 
farii,  proùt  domino  ordinario  funt  refponfuri  :"  and  laftly, 
in  a  council  of  the  fame  province  (A.D.  mdli.  confirmed 
A.D.  mdlix.)  it  is  ordered  (can.  xiv.  de  clandeftinis  matri-  cc.M.B.etn. 

..  .  .  Vol. iv.  pp.71, 

moniis,  et  bannis,  et  regijlris  curatorum)  that  the  iJcnns  rural  72. 
of  the  province  "in  fuis  vifitationibus  diligentem  indaginem 
faciant,  et  déficientes  ad  commiffàrios  référant"  &c.  ;  and 
they  are  farther  noticed  in  the  eighth  tand  ninth  canons 
in  the  fame  capacity. 

What  vifitatorial  jurifdiction  the  rural  beans  of  the 
diocefe  of  Chefter  enjoyed  during  the  exiftence  of  the 
unlimited  ordinary  powers  of  the  archdeacons  of  Rich- 
mond and  Chefter,  and  while  they  were  within  the 
diocefe  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  it  is  now  impoffible  to 
afcertain  :  but  fince  the  foundation  of  the  new  bifhopric, 
many  of  the  rurt=ïfecanal  patents  granted  by  the,  bifhop,  ^cl^^"b,>' 
and  confirmed  by  the  tean  and  chapter  of  the  cathedral,  men^- 
appear  in  their  books,  and  fome  few  of  the  patents 
themfelves. 


1 88  personal  function*.  [Part  IV. 

From  thefe  it  would  appear,  that  much  of  the  furren- 
dered  jurifdiction  of  the  old  archdeacons  was  delegated 
to  the  ïïcans  rural  (all  having  merged  in  the  bithop  by  the 
charter  of  foundation)  ;  and  the  archidiaconal  right  of 
vijitation  continued  to  furvive  in  the  rijltational  powers 
of  the  ïïcans  rural  ;  who,  whatever  they  may  have  done 
in  earlier  days,  certainly,  after  the  change  of  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  regime,  being  armed  with  an  epifcopal  jurifdic- 
tion by  virtue  of  their  patents  and  the  ufage  of  the 
archdeaconries,  as  vicar  ii  epifcopi,  vijited  their  fccanrics 
twice  a-year,  convened  before  them  the  churchwardens, 
received  their  prefentments,  and  corrected  upon  them 
all  offences  ecclefiaftical  (inceft,  adultery,  and  fome 
others  excepted),  and  proved  the  wills  and  granted 
adminiftrations  of  all  perfons  whofe  effects  amounted 
not  to  40/.  (knights,  efquires,  and  clergymen,  excepted)  ; 
and,  in  cafe  any  perfons  whatever  fubject  to  their  vifita- 
tions  refufed  attendance  at  them,  the  deans  proceeded 
againft  them  by  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  bifhop  or  his  vicar-general  does  upon 
an  epifcopal  vifitation.  They  were  alfo  entitled  to  the 
ufual  places  of  judicature  for  holding  their  vifitations  ; 
and  if  they  were  obftructed  therein  by  any  perfon  fub- 
ject to  their  jurifdiction,  they  might  admonifh,  and,  upon 
non-compliance,  excommunicate.  For  the  oath  of  cano- 
nical obedience  is  not  perfonal  to  the  bifhop,  but  to  his 
jurifdiction,  and  extends  to  an  obedience  to  the  rural 
:  ïïcans  who  act  by  his  authority, 
m  ccbgcc-         It  is  probable  that  the  ïïcans  poffeffed  thefe  powers  ab 

2300k  ex  Kegiftr.  1  1  1 

Biocef.  Cefir.  \  antiquo  ;  for,  in  a  patent  granted  to  a  chancellor  of  the 
diocefe  only  twenty  years  from  the  firft  foundation  of 
the  See,  after  a  general  grant  without  exceptions,  there 
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is  an  additional  one  made  to  him  of  the  place  of  rural 
fcean  of  three  rural  fceanries,  "  to  do  all  things  which  ab 
antiquo  belonged  to  that  office,"  fpecifying  in  detail  thefe 
vijitational  duties.  And  again,  in  the  document  drawn 
up  at  the  convention  of  the  bilhop  and  beans  rural  in  the 
palace  at  Chefter,  A.D.  mdxciv.,  the  ïiccanal  power  of  vijl- 
tation  is  diftinctly  fet  forth,  and  the  particulars  thereof 
enforced  in  the  way  of  order  or  monition  from  the  dio- 
cefan  to  the  rural  îjeans. 

The  rural  iJcan  of  Chefter  (for  the  twelve  tfcanrtcs  are 
now  confolidated)  continues  his  vijltation-court  (A.D. 
mdcccxxx.)  for  fwearing  in  churchwardens,  proving  wills, 
and  granting  administrations,  where  the  effects  are  under 
40/.  And  over  the  eight  If  cannes  of  the  archdeaconry  of 
Richmond,  an  officer  bearing  the  title  of  commiffary 
prefides,  invefted  with  the  ÎJccanal  jurifdiction  of  tefta- 
mentary  matters,  vijitational  duties  &C.1,  but  in  which 
capacity  he  vifits  parochially  does  not  exactly  appear. 
Mr  .Ward,  in  his  evidence  before  the  ecclefiaftical  courts' 
commiffioners,  "  apprehends  that  he  vifits  parochially,  as 
commiffary." 

The  council  of  Trent  continued  to  rural  ïieans  the 
power  of  vifitation  under  certain  regulations,  eftablifhed 
in  their  twenty-fourth  feffion  : — "Archidiaconi,  iJccaru,  et 
alii  inferiores  in  Us  eeclejiis,  ubi  hactenùs  vifitationem 
eocercere  legitime  confueverunt,  debeant  quidem  ajfuwjpto 
Notario  de  confenfu  epifcopi  deinceps  per  feipfos  tantàm 


See  Mpfmbi^, 
Chefter  Docu- 
ments, No.  in. 


Ecclef.  Courts' 
Report, 

MDCCCXXXII. 

Mr.  Ward's  Evi- 
dence, p.  1 8 1 . 


( 1  )  It  is  cuftomary  in  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  before  epifcopal  vifita- 
tions,  and  preparatory  thereto,  for  inhibitions  of  the  rural  ïiean  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Chefter,  and  of  the  commiflliry  of  the  archdeaconry  of 
Richmond,  to  take  place. 


Ejufd.  p.  190. 


Synod.  Trident, 
sèff.  xxiv. 
cap.  in. 

<SS.CC.  Tom.xx. 
col.  158. 


Ecclef.  Courts' 
Report,  p.  316. 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XX.  col.  1397. 
cap.  VI. 


Van  Efpen  Jur. 
Ecclef.  Vniv. 
Part  i.  Tit.  xn. 
cap.  i.  p.  57. 


Décréta  Synodi 
Cameracenfis, 
fol. 3.  c.  I. it. 


ibidem  vifitare:"  and  they  were  to  tranfmit  their  vifita- 
tion-acts,  inquifitions,  and  all  other  inftrumenfs,  to  the 
diocefan  bifhop,  within  a  month.  The  particular  objects 
of  attention  to  the  vi/itors  are  pointed  out,  as  being,  to 
preferve  found  orthodox  faith,  to  expel  herefy,  to  fup- 
port  morality,  to  correct  vice,  to  exhort  people  to  reli- 
gion, innocency,  and  peace  ;  and,  as  occafion  might 
require,  and  prudence  dictate,  to  promote  the  general 
interefts  of  the  Chriftian  community.  From  the  perfons 
vi/ited  parochially,  throughout  their  refpective  diftricts, 
the  officers  were  not  to  receive  any  thing  but  "  frugall 
and  moderate  diet,  which  might  be  given,"  in  Brent's 
verfion,  "  either  in  kind  or  money  ;  yet  fo,  that  if  there 
was  a  cuftome  in  any  place  not  to  receive  fo  much  as 
thefe,  it  was  to  be  obferved." 

The  Cambray  council  (A.D.  mdlxv.)  bids  the  Ircans  of 
©Ôristtanttg  ("ïrecant  rurales  quos  ©ïm'sttarutatts  appel- 
lant ")  to  vijît  their  diftrict  fchools  every  fix  months,  or, 
at  leaft,  once  a-year,  and  diligently  to  certify  the  ordinary 
of  their  ftate  of  difcipline.  Indeed,  it  appears  from 
Zypaeus  that  a  concordate  was  entered  into  between  the 
bifhop  and  the  archdeacons  of  the  diocefe  of  Cambray, 
that  neither  mould  personally  vifit,  but  that  the  îïcans  of 
©ïjusttam'trj  fhould  be  the  vifitatorial  reprefentatives  of 
each,  by  mutual  agreement. 

Accordingly,  in  the  Acts  of  the  diocefan  fynod  under 
Archbifhop  Maximilian  {A.  D.  mdlxvii.),  the  vif/tational 
duties  of  the  arcïjprf  sbgtcrs  or  beans  of  the  parochi  are 
thus  laid  down  : — "  Cap.  i.  Cum  arcfit'presbrjtert  munus  fit 
ecclefiarum  quarundam  follkitudinem  gerere,  eafque  fmgidari 
quadam  annua  vifitatione  recognofcere.  Volumus  et  man- 
damus, ut  quàm  dUigentiJJimè  advigilent  ne  quid  in  Mis 
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ecclefiis  défit,  quod  ad  divinum  officium  pro  fuâ  dignitate  per-  ' 
agendum  requiritur"  "  Cap.  n.  Cum  autem  deus  in  fpiritu 
et  veritate  adorandus  fit,  follicitè  etiam  profpiciant  tfecant 
nojlri  in  eccleliarum  vifitatione — An  non  irrepferint  in  eas 
aliqua  fuperflitiofa  et  nana,  in  cœremoniis,  procej/ionibus, 
peregrinationibus,  imaginum  et  reliquiarum  ac  fanctorum 
veneratione,  quïbus  mentes  Chriftianœ  à  fmcero  Dei  cultu 
fensïm  dimoveri  pojjïnt.  Ubi  verb  hujiffmodi  aliquid  com-  j 
pertum  habuerint,  voîumus  nobis  nojïrifve  vicariis  quam- 
primùm  denunciari  &c." 

The  fynod  of  Salzburg  (A.D.  mdlxix.)  orders  the  ap-  Conptut.et 
pointed  vifitatores  of  the  diocefe  to  folicit  all  the  infor-  Sulisburg. 
mation  they  can  from  the  archdeacons  and  rural  ïïeans,  cap.  vi.  p.  320. 
in  furtherance  of  their  general  parochial  vijitation  ;  and  p!  326.XIV' 
then  proceeds  to  fay,  that  the  fpecial  vijitations  of  thefe  i 
inferior  officers  are  not  thereby  fuperfeded;  but  that  j 
they  are  to  be  executed  by  them  notwithftanding,  and 
the  refults  of  their  inquiries  to  be  laid  before  the  fupe- 
rior  vifitors  within  a  month.     Moreover,  the  council 
enacts,  that  the  rural  toans  themfelves  mail  be  vifited, 
and  examination  made  "  de  illorum  officiis,  an  eifdemfatif- 
faciant,  et  quomodo,  an  fint  fiifficientes,  folliciti,  prudentes, 
expediti,  et  jujîi,  ml  injujti,  avari,  munerum  cupidi,  pœnas  j 
pecuniarias  imponentes,  perfonarum  acceptor  es,  delicta  non 
punientes,  fed  diffimulantes,  jujlitiam  et  œquitatem  petenti- 
bus  morem  non  gerentes,  et  ad  id  genus  alia,  quœ  ad  fe  fpec- 
tant,  prœjlent,  necne." 

The  Malines  council  (A.D.  mdlxx.)  promulgates  the  \ss.  cc.  Tom. 

™  ,  -        .  .  n  ii         xxi.  col.  608. 

I  rent  decrees  relpectmg  vijitation  generally  ;  and  orders  \ 
that  rural  îjeans,  where  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
vifiting  churches,  mould  be  immediately  invefted  with 
that  power  ; — the  bithop  taking  care  that  their  procura- 
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cap.  XX.  See 
alio  cap.  XXI. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  462. 


Hons  ("fub/idia  vi/îtationis")  fliould  be  fufficiently  remu- 
nerative for  the  labour  and  expenee  of  vi/itation  ;  and 
that  whatever  was  immoderate  in  the  way  of  charge 
upon  the  clergy,  mould  be  corrected. 

The  ftatutes  of  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Ypres  (A.I). 
MDLxxvii.)  ratify  the  like  capacity  of  vijitation  to  ùcans 
of  (£fjristtarutij,  on  the  authority  of  the  Trentine  fathers; 
— the  bifhops  delegating  to  their  rural  deputies  the  right 
of  vifiting  the  churches  of  their  focanucs  on  fuch  years  as 
they  themfelves  are  unable  to  vifii:  on  which  occafions 
the  îïcans  are  to  follow  the  rules  of  epifcopal  vijitation 
laid  down  by  the  council  of  Trent — the  fubftitutes  acting 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  their  employers, 
and  being  fully  capacitated  to  carry  forward  the  whole 
mutational  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  church-officers, 
the  condition  of  church  ornaments  and  utenfils,  the  ftate 
of  church-fabrics,  parfonages,  &c.  For  all  which  vica- 
rious trouble,  it  is  decreed — "  Ut  in  nulla  par ochiâ  etiam 
ft  minima  fit,  ItZtmo  Jbcundum  prcefcripta  ftatuta  vifitanti, 
detur  infra  octo  aut  decern  ftuferos  :  in  nulla  autem,  etiam 
maxima,  accipiat  ultra  dalerum  vel  coronation  :  in  mediis 
verb  fervetur  mediocritas,  habité  rations  laboris  et  confue- 
tudinis."  Any  extraordinary  labour  is  to  be  paid  for  in 
extra  procuration.  See  alfo  Stat.  Synod.  Dicec.  Yprenf. 
(J.D.  mdcix.)  Tit.  hi.  cap.  vi.  and,  particularly,  in  the 
documentary  gïppmtrt'x,  the  extract  from  the  Décréta  et 
Statuta  Prima?  Synodi  Diœcefanœ  Brugenfis,  A.I),  mdlxxi. 
De  diverfs  ïrreanorum  (Eïjrtstt'arutatîs  officiis.  The  duties 
of  vifitation  are  there  fo  minutely  detailed,  I  have  thought 
the  document  worthy  of  being  copied. 

A  few  years  later,  Charles  Borromeo,  in  the  fifth 
council  of  Milan  (A.D.  mdlxxix.),  impofed  on  his  îft'carit 
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Jpoinnet  the  infpection  of  the  rural  clergy,  their  churches, 
church-furniture  &c,  by  perfonal  vifitation  and  exami- 
nation, conducted  according  to  the  items  of  the  following 
manual  of  inftructions  : — The  jf  oraiuous  ïTtcars  are  to 
inquire — 

 "Qui  parochorum  in  jrrimis  zelus  in  animarum 

falute  procurandâ  ;  quœ  in  facramentis  minijirandis  fedula 
diligentia  ;  quàm  frequens  in  pafcendis  verbo  Dei  fidelibus 
officium  ;  quœ  denique  in  omnibus  parochialis  muneris  par- 
tibus  vigilantia,  quœve  affiduitas. —  Quœpopuli  in  Chrijîianœ 
caritatis  operibus  exercitatio,  quàm  religiofus fej forum  dierum 
cultus,  quàm  pia  in  ecclefiis  converfatio,  quœ  in  doctrines 
Chrijîianœ  fcholis  frequentia  :  turn  de  afiis  piis  fodalitatibus 
difquirant,  turn  denique  de  reliquâ  omni  ejufdem  populi  difci- 
plina,  et  in  via  domini  progreffu. 

"  Pojî  videant,  qui  ftngularum  eccleftarum,  prœfertim  pa- 
rochialium  Jlatus,  an  ft  quœ  injlaurationem  defiderant  ;  an 
debito  cultu  fraudantur;  an  facris  vejiïbus,  ornamentisKfupef- 
Jectdeque  ecclefiajlica,  ad  cultum  neceffariâ,  injîructœ  funt; 
an  denique  ullâ  ex  parte  incultœ. 

"Pojîremb  an  ft  aliqua  funt  provincialmm,  diœcefana- 
rumque  fynodorum  décréta,  edicta,  viftationum  prœfcripta, 
aliave  epifcopalia  jujja,  quœ  executionem  non  habeant  ;  quid 
item  impedimenti,  aut  difficultatis,  aut  denique  caufe  fit, 
quamobrem  eorum  executioni  non  ft  locus,  &c."  (See  alfo 
on  Jforaruous  ïftears,  their  qualities,  and  inquiftorial 
duties,  the  council  of  Rome  under  Benedict  XIII.,  SS. 
CC.  Tom.  xxi.  col.  1864.) 

Again,  the  council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  mdlxxxi.)  orders, 
in  its  twenty-feventh  canon,  that  ïrcans  rural  follow  the 
canons  of  inquiry  there  copioufly  laid  down  for  epifcopal 
vifitation,  "et  vifitationis  à  fe  factœ  infra  menfem  rationem 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XXI.  col.  462. 
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Stat.  Synod. 
Diœc.  YprenJ. 
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reddent  epifcopo,  et  depofttiones  tejîium,  ac  intégra  acta 
ei  exhibere  tenebuntur."  (CC.  Rotomag.  Prov.  Part  i.  214.) 
—  and  the  like  charge  is  impofed  on  them  by  the 
council  of  Tours  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii.),  SS.  CC.  Tom.  xxi. 
col.  850  ;  and  of  Malines  (A.D.  mdcvii.),  SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  1462. — the  latter  publifhing  certain  heads  of 
inquiry  for  the  use  of  the  ardjpresbyters  in  their  vifita- 
tional  proceedings. 

In  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  we  find 
the  fame  truft  continued  to  them.  In  the  Spictlegium 
Ecclef lafticum  of  Lunig,  thefe  precepts  are  recorded  as 
given  to  fcecanal  vifttors  of  Julien  and  its  furrounding 
district  (A.D.  mdcii.) — "  Decani  exigant  à  feabinis  et  ju- 
ratis  tabellam  2Srogf)  ^ettul  (Ji.e.  fpecificationem  delictorum 

jitdici  denuntiatorum)  aut  copiant  authenticam.  Ut  viri 
zelofi  et  integri  in  fide  fcabini  fynodales  eligantur.  Ut 
communia  puncta  et  interrogatoria  fcabinis  communicent, 

fuper  quibus  tenebantur  facer e  inquifitionem  et  dare  infor- 
mationem." 

A  chapter  of  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Ypres  {A.D.  mdcix.) 
prolongs  to  beans  rural  the  vifitatorial  powers  they  en- 
joyed by  the  earlier  fynod  of  mdlxxvii  :  and  a  fubfequent 
council  (A.  D. lmdcxxx.)  makes  them  downright  inquifitors 
into  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  rural  clergy,  the 
employment  of  their  time  at  home  and  abroad,  their 
ftudies,  hours  of  confeflion,  &c.  &c.  ;  all  which  they  are 
to  pry  into,  by  the  moft  fearching  perfonal  vifitation. — 
The  fynod  of  Antwerp  (^.D.mdcx.)  confers  on  them  the 


Slat.  Synod. 
Diœc.  Antwerp, 

pp.  328-29.      fulleft  vifitational  authority  ;  and  bids  them  lay  their  acta 
th.  xxiv.  cap.    vifitationis  before  the  bithop —  .  .  .  "  Vifitantibus  verb 
bream's  ruralttms,  tanquàm  à  nobis  mijjis,  omnem  débitant 
reverentiam  et  qffijîentiam  ad  exequendam  commijjionem  à 
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nobis  injunctam  eœhibeant"  fays  Mirants,  u  et  fi  aliqua  ad 
reformationem  aut  bonum  ecclefiœ  facicntia  f riant,  benevolè 
fuggerant."  See  alfo  Ordinationes  Joaimis  Malderi  Epifc. 
Antwerp.  (A.D.  mdcxxx.) 

A  chapter  of  the  fynod  of  Bois-le-duc  (A.D.  mdcxii.)  is  staiuta  synodi 

r,  J  ,      y  Bufcoducenfis, 

expreffly  dedicated  to  arcbtpresbgteral  vifitation  : — "gXrdji-  tu.xv.  cap  iv. 
fït%bvtexi,/eu  Decant  parochias  fibi  commifjas  cum  Xenodo-  P 
chiis,  capellis,  et  confraternitatibus,  ajfumpto  fecum  notario, 
vel  faltem  aliquo  presbytero,  quotannis  fecundùm  injlruc- 
tionem  illis  dandam,  authoritate  nojlrâ  vifitent,  ac  de  vitâ, 
fide,  et  morïbus  parochorum,  facellanorum,  cujtodum,  ludi- 
magiftrorum,  œdituorum,  ac  gubernatorum  menfic  Sancti 
Spiritûs,  reliquorumque  incolarum  fiefe  diligentèr  informent, 
ac  advertant,  an  piis  fundationibus,  eleemofynis,  et  oneribus 
beneficiorum  et  ofiiciorum  ecclefiqfiicorum  laudabilitèr  fatifi 
fiat,  itemque  utrùm  ecclefiœ  reparations  egeant,  et  cœmeteria 
bene  occlufa  fint  :  nec  facramentalium  et  ornamentorum 
ecclefiœ,  atque  fcholarum  vifitationem  prœtermittant  &c." 

A  canon  de  vifitatione  of  the  council  of  Bourdeaux 
(A.D.  mdcxxiv.]  aflbciates  our  rural  arcfipresbgtcrs  with 
other  ecclefiaftic  tejîes  for  the  more  effectual  conduct  of 
parochial  inquifition. — Cap.  xxi. — in.  "  &rcï)tprcsbDteri  ss.  cc.  Tom. 

*  ,    .      ,       ,.,.       /.,  r.      .     .     .      .  xxi.  col.  1505. 

jeu  Occam  in  Jingulis  diœcejibus  conjtitnti,  jugi  arcum- 
fpectione  mores  clericorum,  Jlatum  et  ordinem  parochiarum, 
ac  etiam  laicorum,  folliritè  obfervent  et  profpiciant,  deque 
iis  omnibus  fingulo  quoque  menfe  epifcopum  certiorem  fa- 
riant.  Et  ne  propter  arcïjtpresbDteratûs  dijïantiam  minus 
officio  fuo  fatisfacere  pojfint  :  in  cujuslibet  arcïnpresbntcrattïs 
tractu,  duo  rectores  aut  plures  pii  ecclefiqfiici  tejles  fynodo 
diœcefanâ  ab  ordinario  nominati  et  electi,  arcïripresbutcus 
feu  Decants  adjungantur,  qui  zelo  regiminis  ecclefiaftici  in- 
f  ammati,  feduld  invigilent,  et  ordinarium  fiatis  temporibns, 
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Van  Efpen 
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Tit.  vu.  cap.  ii. 
apudVaa  Efpen. 


de Jîatu,  conditione,  et  excejibus  hujufmodi  arcïjiprcsnrjtcratûs 
certiorem  faciant  :  pojfintque  ordinarii  nrcljiprcsbytcrts,  &c- 
cant's,  et  te/iîbus  fynodalibus  inquifitionum  feu  informationum 
conficiendarum,  fine  alio  fpeciali  mandate,  facultatem,  quo 
citiàs  quœcumque  vitia  purgentur,  et  cuncti  in  ordine  con- 
tineantur,  concéder e  :  quas  inquifitiones  et  alias  probationes 
ab  iifdem  perfectas,  tcneantur  officiales  recipere,  et  ex  iifdem 
ad  alia  juris  remédia  procéderez 

The  fynod  of  Saint  Omer  (A.D.  mdcxl.)  writes — 
"Be cant  in  vifitationibus  fuis  fcholas  non  prcetermittant, 
fed  fingulis  femejîribus  vifitent,  et  accurate  inquirant,  &c." 
— That  of  Namur  (A.D.  mdclix.)  admonifhes  all  arcfiprcs- 
brjtcrs,  "Ut  annales  vifitationes  obeuntes,  et  alias  diligentèr 
inquirant,  quibus  rebus  paftoresfe  impendant,  ut  fi  quos  otio 
deditos  repererint,  ne  nihil  agendo  male  agere  difcant,  eos 
actionibxis  ecclefiajlico  homine  dignis  incumbere,  et  per  bona 
opera  certam  fuam  vocationem  facere  procurent  &c."  The 
fame  duties  are  impofed  by  the  fynod  of  Bruges — 
"  Sedtdo  inquirant  arcfijprcsbrjtcrt  in  fuis  vifitationibus  de 
vitâ,  doctrinâ,  et  moribus  curatorum  et  aliorum  presby- 
ter orum;  ac  prœceptorum  feu  magiftrorum;  et  cujus  fini 
qualitatis,  fidei,  et  nominis  ac  famœ."  And  the  fynod  of 
Ypres  legiflates  with  the  fame  degree  of  latitude  and 
particularity. 

The  lateft  inftructions  to  titans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of 
Malines  enforce  vifitation — "  Ut  potiffimam  officii  fui  par- 
tem, vifitationem  curent  arc'fttpresbrjteu,  fedidb,  accurate,  et 
cum  timoré  dei  perficere,  et  prœcipuè  invigilare,  ut  altar ia 
et  facramentalia,  ipfaque  templa  nitida  ferventur,  pajlorcfque 
ipji,  quoad  obligationes  et  functiones  fuas  pqfiorales  exacti 
ftnt  et  diligentes,  an  quo  Jtudio,  quove  exercitio  otium  pel- 
j  lant.     Quarè  non  plures  uno  die  vifitabunt  ecclefias,  quàm 
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commodè  pojfunt."    And  farther — that  timely  and  feafon-  Ejufd.  p.  n. 
able  repairs  of  ecelefiaftical  houfes  be  attended  to,  and  c.vrn.p.674. 
their  fabric  not  allowed  by  gradual  decay  to  fall  into  utter  Mechlin. 
ruin  and  watte,  the  fynod  decrees — "  ^rcfjtjprtsintcn',  ubi 
ipfts  id  juris  ex  confuetudine  competit,  domos  paftorwm  et 
beneficiatorum  fingulis  minis  ferib  vifitent  ;  et  quandb  eas 
reparatione  indigere  advertent,  earn  mox  fieri  mandent  et 
non  obedientes  denuncientur  epifcopo,  vel  ejus  vicario  gene- 
ral}, ut  ad  débitas  reparationes  faciendas,  pjrout  juris  et 
rationis  fuerit,  compellantur,  et  pro  prœteritâ  negligentiâ 
etiam  puniantur1 (Tit.  xxn.  c.vn.) 

"  lUs  Dorjens  &£  la  ©fnéttenté  et  ruraux,"  fays  the  fynod  ;  cc.  itotomag. 
of  Bayeux  (A.D.  mdclxii.),  "auront  Join  de  faire  une  fois  jp.252. 
Van  les  vifites  de  presbytères,  de  drejjer  leurs  procès  verbaux 
de  Fêtât  auquel  ils  les  trouveront,  et  les  mettront  aux  greffes 
de  nos  ojficialitcz,  &c." 

Again, — 'the  Synodal  Decrees  of  the  archbifhop  of  Co-  ;  Beer.  Synodal. 
logne  (A.D.  mdclxii.)  order — Ut  de  pajlorum,  vice-pajlo-  \  Henr.Archïep. 
rum  diligentiâ,  et  cctatis  tenerioris  profectu  nobis  conjtare  cap.x.  11.  p.  13. 
poffit,  îïecant  rurales  quoties  vifitant,  convocatâ  juventute  :  cef-  Gantltw.'V'it 
breve  examen  catecheticum  injtituant  :  quidquid  verb  me-  lZIxVdcl?  74 
morabile  contigifje  notaverint,  in  Acta  fuarum  vifitationum 
nobis  6fc.  .  .  .  exhibenda  référant  ;" — and  fubfequently 
the  fame  injiitutes  detail  the  points  of  inquiry  to  be  par- 
ticularly attended  to  by  the  ïicans  vifiting  their  parochial 
clergy.    See  Part  11.  Tit.  v.  c.  vi.  11. 

Our  next  examples  are  adduced  from  the  Anglo-Gallic 


(')  In  the  paftoral  letter  of  the  Belgian  primate  (A.D.  mdcc.)  the  [Altera  Epiftola 
archpucStS  are  charged  "  Ut  diligentiorcs  mayifque  exactas  per  diflridus  H^^.Guliehn. 
fuos  injlituard  vifitationes  juxta  earundem  vilitationum  inlerroyutoria  Ardu  Mechlin, 
typis  édita  &c."  < 
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A  Humble  Pro- 
/lofalfor  Paro- 
rliial  Reforma- 
tion &c.  by  I.M. 
p.  35. 


Heylin's  Life  of 
Laud, 

KDUUIVU. 


Cafarea  by 
r'alle  &  Morant. 
dppcndix^o.j;. 
p.  206. 


ifles  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey — which  were  anciently,  we 
are  told  by  an  anonymous  author,  two  rural  fccanries  of 
the  bifhopric  of  Conftantia,  in  the  dukedom  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  their  fole  vifitors  in  church  affairs,  their 
refpective  licans,  each  poffe  fling  the  fame  power  as  our 
chancellors  and  archdeacons  at  prefent  enjoy.  Nor  is 
their  ecclefiaftic  constitution  otherwife  altered  in  modern 
days,  than  that  they  are  members  of  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
chester ;  having  been  annexed  thereto  foon  after  the 
Reformation1.  Their  jurisdiction  was  then  fettled,  fees 
were  appointed  to  the  beans,  and  a  revenue  eftabliihed  ; 
but  the  functionaries  themfelves  were  then,  and  ftill 
remain,  accountable  to  their  diocefan  bifhop  for  the  due 
performance  of  their  vifitatorial  charge,  like  the  corre- 
sponding officers  in  England. 

The  duties  of  thefe  focans  rural,  in  refpect  of  vifitation, 
are  thus  exprefTed  in  the  twenty-third  rule  of  the  canons 
and  confiitutions  ecclefwjtical  granted  to  the  ifles,  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  Firft  :  "Le  53oge n  accompagné  de  deux 
ou  trois  minijtres  vifitera  une  fois  en  deux  ans  chaque 
paroi fjè  en  fa  perfonne,  et  donnera  ordre  qu'il  y  ait  prefche 
le  jour  de  la  vifitation,  ou  par  foy  même,  ou  par  quelqu'un 
par  lay  appointé  ;  et  fe  fera  la  dite  vifitation  pour  ordonner 
que  toutes  chofes  appartenantes  à  Véglife,  au  fervice  de  dieu, 


Berry's  Hijl.  of 
Guernfey, 
p.  241. 


(')  King  John  had  it  in  contemplation  to  place  the  iflands  under  the 
diocefe  of  Exeter  ;  and  Henry  VII.  actually  procured  the  Pope's  Bull 
for  placing  them  within  the  jurifdiction  of  Salisbury  ;  which  he  cancelled, 
and  obtained  another  for  Winchener.  But  this  laft,  though  even 
entered  in  the  then  bifliop's  regifter  (Langton),  never  took  effect  ;  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  at  laft  fixed  them  in  that  fee.  The  Bull  of  Pope 
Alexander  VI.,  for  transferriug  them  from  Confiance  to  Winton,  may  be 
feen  in  Falle's  Appendix,  N°.  IX.  p.  195. 
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Berry's  Hijt.  of 
Guernfey, 
p.  263. 


et  adminiji  ration  des  facremens,  foyent  pourveûes  par  les 
furveiUans,  et  le  temple,  cimitière,  et  mai/on  presbytériale 
foyent  entretenues  et  reparées  :  et  aujfy  recevra  information 
des  dits  furveillans  {ou  faute  à  iceuoc  à  faire  leur  devoir) 
du  minijîre,  de  toutes  offences  et  abus  qui  feront  à  réformer 
en  aucun,  f oit  minijîre,  officiers  de  Véglife,  ou  autres  de  la 
paroifje  ;  et  recevra  le  dit  ÏJorjen  pour  la  dite  vifttation  40 
fols  de  la  rente  du  Thréfor  à  chaque  fois." — Equally  ex- 
tenfive  are  the  powers  bellowed  on  the  ïïean  of  Guernfey 
in  the  commiiïion  of  Bilhop  Brownlow  North  to  3£)ean 
Durand, — "  in  his  Head,  authority,  and  name,  according 
to  law,  to  viftt  the  churches  and  other  ecclelialtical 
places,  and  the  clergy  and  people  fubject  to  his  jurif-  j 
diction  &c.  &c."     Indeed  Dicey  fays,  "The  toans  of  V"*y'sHiji. g 

J        J    '  I  Oruernjey,  p.  5 1 . 

both  the  iflands  pretend  that  their  office  carries  with  it 
all  delegated  jurifdiction,  without  any  need  of  permiiïîon 
or  commiffion  from  the  bilhop;"  and  if  fo,  they  are 
vifitors  de  jure — nay,  I  have  been  told,  that  they  can 
prefcribe  againlt  the  bilhop  ? 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  feventeenth  century,  Bilhop  snotittac  ©cti) 
Seth  Ward  of  Sarum  inverted  his  iJeans  rural  with  con-  frFS! 
fiderable  vifitational  powers  ;  as  the  following  formula  of  bury  Documents, 
inft ructions  indicates.    They  were  authorifed — "  1.  To 
view  infra  fctcanatum — churches,  chancels,  parfonage  and 
vicarage-houfes,  hofpitals,  almshoufes,  church-houfes,  and 
free  fchooles,yme/  in  6  menfibus,  faltem  in  anno,  and  to 
prefent  decays  to  the  Bp  or  chancellor." 

"  2.  To  obferve — parfons,  vicars,  curats — as  to  conver- 
fation,  performance  of  duty,  conformity  to  laws,  diligence 
in  reading  fervice,  adminiltering  facraments,  preaching, 
catechifing,  preparing  for  confirmation,  marryeing  &c." 
— "  churchwardens,  as  to  performance  of  duty — fchole- 
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matters,  as  to  teaching  and  catechifmg  fcholars,  bringing 
to  church  on  Sundays  and  holydays;  and  to  acquaint 
the  Bp,  if  amifs." 

"  3.  To  examine  differences,  and  compofe  or  delate  to 
Bp,  reports  of  fcandalous  offences  contrà  Leges  Ecclef" 

"  4.  To  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  executed,  mandates,  orders 
fent  immediate  ab  epifcopo,  mediante  archidiaamo." 

"  5.  To  acquaint  Bp  if  any  conventicles,  diforders  &c." 

"Md.  hofpitals  —  terriars — regifters  of  chriftenings, 
marriages,  burials." 
cc.M.B.etn.  In  the  convocational  proceedings  about  rural  beans  in 
°  P"  '  England  (A.D.  mdccx.),  the  fécond  refolution  of  the 
.  Upper  Houfe  fuggefts  the  propriety  of  a  canon  declara- 
tory of  the  viftatorial  capacity  of  ttans  rural: — "To 
enquire  into  the  manners  of  the  clergy  and  people,  to 
ri/it  and  examine  the  ftate  of  parochial  churches  and 
chapels,  with  the  chancels  of  the  fame,  together  with  the 
ornaments  and  utenfils  thereunto  belonging,  as  alfo  the 
manfers  of  rectors  and  vicars,  and  all  ecclefiaftical  en- 
dowments &c.  &c."  To  which  refolution  the  Lower 
Houfe  délires  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  rural 
Irtans  fhould  be  firft  "  duly  commijjioned  by  the  bifhop  or 
archdeacon,  or  other  ordinary,"  fo  to  vifit  : — indicating 
thereby  that  rural  îïcans  have  no  fuch  power  by  virtue  of 
their  office  ;  and  anticipating,  perhaps,  that  the  exercife 
of  it,  as  a  matter  of  right,  independent  of  fpecial  com- 
miffion,  would  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  arch- 
deacons. While,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Lower  Houfe 
acknowledges  the  obligation  of  rural  ïiearts  to  execute 
the  commiffion  of  vifting  parochially,  whenever  enjoined 
fo  to  do  by  fuperior  authority. 

So  the  matter  at  prefent  refis.    No  conftitution  has 
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ever  been  drawn  up  to  ratify  any  part  of  thefe  Proceed- 
ings of  Convocation  ; — which,  of  courfe,  leaves  the  rttrt- 
ÏJccanaï  capacities  juft  as  they  were  before  the  royal 
mandate  hTued. 

Two  documents  alone,  on  the  topic  of  bccanal  vifttation, 
remain  unnoticed — the  one  domeftic — the  other  foreign. 
The  firft  is  a  claufe  of  Bifhop  Gibfon's  publifhed  Injlruc- 
tions  to  îflural  Beans  of  the  Diocefe  of  London  : — "  The 
bean  rural  is  likewife,  as  occafion  fhall  require,  to  infpect 
the  churches,  chancells,  and  chapels,  and  the  houfes  *  n2lwc" 
belonging  to  the  parfons  and  vicars  within  his  diftrict, 
and  to  give  information  of  their  decays  and  dilapidations 
to  the  ordinary." 

With  the  foreign  canon,  we  clofe  our  long  catalogue 
of  authorities  ; — and  worthy  of  particular  notice  it  is,  as 
reviving  the  eaftern  title  of  protopresbyter  in  application 
to  the  ïican  rural.  It  is  the  ninth  canon — de  protopres- 
bgteus,  five  îïecarus  ruraltbus,  of  the  council  of  Reuffen 
(A.D.  mdccxx.) — "  Prœter  ea,  quœ  à  fancto  fynodo  ad 
qfficium  protoprcsbyt eu  fpectare  conftitutiim  eji,  ut  fedicet 
diligentèr  référant  ad  or  dinar  ios,  fi  qnos  decretorum  fyno- 
dalium  violatores,  ft  quos  officii  parochialis  negligentiores, 
ft  quos  popinarum  frequentatores,  percuffbres,  out  alias 
fcandalofos,  five  presbyteros,  five  laicos,fub  fuâ  jurifdictione 
compererint  ;  Hind  omninb  addendum  cenfuit  debere  eos 
epifcopo,  vel  alteri  vifitatori  ajjijiere  per  fuum  ïiccanatum,  ut 
ipfum  de  Jîatu  ecclefiarum,  et  morïbus  mhùjlrorum  inflruere 
pojjint." 

"  Infuper  teneantur  vifitare  proprium  ÏJecanatum  anno 
fubfequenti  v  'fitationem  gêneraient,  non  folùm,  ut  de  vis,  quœ 
modo  diximus,  ac  de  cœteris,  quœ  continentur  in  injîruc- 
t'tone  generali  diligentèr  inquirant  ;  verùm  etiam  ut  décréta, 


Manfi  Suppl.  ad 
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et  reformations  ejufdem  generalis  vifitationis  exequutioni 
mandari  curent.  In  obeundâ  hâc  vifitatione,  caveant,  ne 
quid  prorsùs  accipiant,  aut  extorqueant,  prœter  victualia  pro 
fuâ,  alteriufque  domejtici  perfonâ,  ac  duobus  equis;  alioquin 
prœter  pcenas,  quas  Jtatuit  fancta  fynodus  titulo  fexto  gra- 
vij/imè  ab  ep'fcopo  puniantur." 

That  we  have  adduced  evidence  enough,  in  the  many 
pages  devoted  to  the  fubject,  of  "  a  fort  of  vifitatorian 
capacity"  in  rural  fccans  of  ancient  and  modern  days,  the 
reader  will  readily  acknowledge.  The  capacity  can  be 
no  longer  doubted.  The  church,  in  her  conciliar  de- 
!  crées,  has  acted  upon  it  for  more  than  a  thoufand  years 
— nay — from  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  office  in  the  eaft 
and  weft,  with  little  or  no  interruption,  to  the  prefent 
hour.  Tedious  though  the  enumeration  of  authorities 
be  in  proof  of  the  fact,  I  could  not  otherwife  have  efta- 
blifhed  a  controverted  duty  of  the  laft  importance. 
While  endeavouring  to  do  fo,  I  have  cited  many  items 
of  becanal  fervice  connected  with  and  performed  during 
viftational  progrefs,  and  thereby  have  added  fomewhat 
to  the  reader's  knowledge  of  the  perfonal  functions  of 
the  rural  arcôprtcstôocïi. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  priftine  character  of 
that  power,  when  thefe  now  humble  functionaries  were 
linked  with  archbifhops  and  cardinals,  and  their  retinues 
made  the  fubject  of  canonical  limitation  throughout 
Weftern  Europe,  as  we  fee  they  were — if  it  ever  attained 
to  the  dignity  of  an  ordinary  jurifdiction  (which  on  the 
continent  it  feems  extenfively  to  have  done),  it  was  only 
locally  and  partially  fo  in  England,  and,  for  the  molt 
part,  of  Ihort-lived  exercife.  Not  fo  the  archidiaconal 
power  of  vifitation  ; — this,  like  the  facanal,  originally  a 
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delegate  jurifdiction  emanating  from  the  bilhop,  became 
by  continual  grants  an  ordinary  one,  and  eventually 
almoft  (in  many  places,  quite)  extinguifhed  the  other1. 

But  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  vicar  of  Am- 
brofden,  who  confiders  the  antiquity  of  treans  rural  greater 
than  that  of  archdeacons,  looks  upon  the  former  as 
the  earlieft  rightful  parochial  vifdors  under  the  diocefan 
bifhop,  and  fuppofes  them  to  have  loft  their  privilege  of 
vifitation  in  the  way  following.  "  When  archdeacons 
grew  up  to  be  vicars-general  of  the  bilhop  and  ordinaries 
in  the  diocefe,  then  they  affumed  to  themfelves  fo  much 
of  the  viftatorian  power,  that  the  rural  beans  could  no 


(')  See  Van  Efpen  Jur.  Ecclef.  P.  i.  Tit.  xn.  c.  i.  §  vi.  ;  Boëhmer 
Jus  Eccl.  Protejtant.  L.  i.  Tit.  xxm.  de  Officio  Archidiaconi,  Tom.  i.  p.  545, 
feqq.,  and  L.  in.  Tit.  xxxix.  Tom.  m.  p.  578. 

Dcang  rural  in  no  cafes,  I  believe,  vifd  peculiars.  Even  bifliop's 
peculiars  are  not  vifited  by  them.  In  the  diocefe  of  Exeter  there  are 
thirty-fix  epifcopal  peculiars,  which  are  vifited  by  no  J)eang  rural  ;  and 
are  indeed  fo  far  exempt  from  the  jurifdiction  of  the  bifhop  himfelf, 
that  he  never  vifds  them,  even  in  his  triennial  vifitation.  Parochial 
churches  within  peculiars  are  generally  in  moft  wretched  condition. 
Such  jurifdictions  fhould  be  abolifhed  :  difcipline  can  never  be  fuftained 
effectually,  while  they  exift.  In  the  ÎJeanrg  over  which  the  writer  pre- 
fides,  there  are  three  of  thefe  ecclefiaftical  anomalies.  To  one  of  which 
there  is,  probably,  no  counterpart  in  all  England  ; — it  is  a  parifh  wherein 
a  Roman-catholic  peer  is  both  lay- rector  and  lay-bifhop,  and  appoints, 
or  not,  as  he  choofes,  a  ftipendiary  chaplain  over  many  hundred  Protef- 
tant  fouls.  The  church  is  ruinously  dilapidated  :  and  its  doors  have 
been  clofed  againft  the  church-going  population  for  nearly  two  years 
(Sept.  mdcccxxxiv.) — See  Bifhop  Burnet's  account  of  the  origin  of  thefe 
blemiflies  of  our  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution,  in  the  Hi/lory  of  the  Refor- 
mation, Vol.  i.  Book  in.  p.  522  ;  Vol.  v.  Book  vi.  p.  634.  Oxford  Edit. 
MDCccxxix.  See  H.  D.  R.  Vol.  i.  P.  iv.  S.  v.  c.  vu.  §  6.  alfo  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  Convocation  under  Cardinal  Pole  mdlvii.  "  De  abnfibus  et 
eapellis  Sancti  Joharmis  et  fi milium." 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  360. 


Ecclefiaftical 
Courts'  Report, 
MDCCCXXXII. 

p.  85. 


Cardwell's 
Synodalia,  Vol. 
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Charge  to  the 
Clergy  nf  Sur- 
rey, on  Paro- 
chial Vilitations, 
p.  10. 


longer  vifit,  but  in  fubordination  to  thefe  new  mafters  ; 
and,  as  a  mark  of  inferiority  and  fubjection,  they  were 
allowed  to  go  their  circuit  with  two  horfes  only,  when 
the  archdeacons  might  have  five  or  feven.  This  depen- 
dency and  limitation  of  power  reftrained  the  rural  ïttans 
from  the  defire  of  being  vi/itors  ;  and  therefore,  to  eafe 
themfelves  of  the  trouble,  and  their  clergy  of  the  ex- 
pence,  they  let  fall  this  jurifdiction  by  confent,  and  left 
this  neceflary  care  of  all  the  churches  folely  to  the  arch- 
deacons next  under  the  bithop  :"  whofe  right  and  duty 
it  now  is,  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  church  of 
England,  to  infpect  the  churches  and  chancels,  with  the 
ecclefiaftical  houfes  and  poffeffions,  in  the  feveral  parifhes 
!  within  their  jurifdiction.  To  wThich  Gibfon  adds,  as  a 
farther  illuftration,  that  it  is  thefe  parochial  vifitations, 
and  not  fuch  vifdations  as  are  now  held  by  archdeacons 
(which  feem  to  be  only  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
fynods)  that  our  ecclefiaftical  laws  ordinarily  mean,  when 
they  fpeak  of  archidiaconal  vifdation;  and  that  it  is  on 
account  of  the  fame  parochial  vifitations,  and  not  of  thefe, 
that  the  archdeacons  claim  and  enjoy  their  procurations. 
Such  vifitations  as  are  now  held  by  archdeacons,  are 
more  like  general  chapters  of  the  clergy,  anciently  held 
by  the  rural  ÎJcans,  in  their  refpective  fccartrtcs  ;  at  which 
the  conftitution  of  Otho  required  the  archdeacons  to  be 
often  prefent  ;  and  they  being  fuperior  to  the  rural  beans, 
in  point  of  jurifdiction,  grew  by  degrees  to  prefide  over 
them,  and  from  thence  to  have  the  fole  authority  in 
them  ; — that  authority  paffing,  by  a  kind  of  devolution, 
from  the  rural  tirans  to  the  archdeacons.  See  alfo  Codeoc 
I.  E.A.  Tom.  ii.  p.  969.  Tit.  xlii.  cap. 
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When,  however,  their  own  power  of  parochial  vifita- 
tion  was  thus,  in  Kennett's  phrafe,  interfered  with,  it 
appears,  from  an  epiftle  of  Robert  GroiTetefte  \  bilhop  of 
Lincoln,  to  his  archdeacon,  that  the  beans  of  tïjc  country 
were  ftill  employed  to  convocate  the  rural  clergy  to 
epifcopal  vifttations  ; — "  Vobis  mandamus  tsuànos  arckidia- 
conatûs  vejlri  prœmoneatis,  ut prompti  Jint  ad  convocandum 
coram  nobis  prœdictos  redores,  vicarios,  et  facerdotes  locis 
et  temporibus  quibus  eis  mandabimus,  ne  in  prcedicando  aut 
aliis  exequendis  quœ  ad  nojlrum  fpectant  officium,  invenia- 
mus  impedimentum." — This  duty  they  had  lhared  with 
archdeacons,  probably,  from  their  firft  inftitution  : — for 
in  the  feventh  century  the  arcfjprtcst  or  the  archdeacon 
are  charged,  by  the  fixteenth  canon  of  the  council  of 
Rouen  (A.D.  dcl.),  to  be  perfonally  active  in  the  per- 
formance of  fuch  preliminary  meafures,  and  to  prepare 
the  clergy  and  people  for  the  arrival  of  their  diocefan 
pallor  in  vifitation. — "  Cum  epifcopus  fuam  diœcefim  circuit,  \ss.  cc.  Tom. 

t.».  7        „<        f  ■        il  '!  vu.  col.  406. 

archidiaconus  vel  arctjtprcstintcr,  eum  prœire  debet  uno  aut  iSeeRegmon.de 
duobus  diebus  per  parochias  quas  vifitaturus  ejl,  et  plèbe  jÊ^'^Mt  '. 

.  a  ■  77.  ..         /}  7        .  ,    Burchard,  Lib.  I. 

convocata  annunciare  debet  propru  panons  adventum,  et  cap.xc.  p.n. 


anno  mcclii. 
Inquilttio  in 
Cler.  Lichfield. 


(')  In  the  early  Articles  of  Enquiry  at  Tlfttation  (the  earlieft,  indeed,  ^fon^on^ 
in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain,  fave  thofe  of  Hugh  de  Welles,  A.D. 
mccxxx,  to  his  archdeacons,  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  627),  addrefled  by 
this  learned  prelate  to  his  church-officers  (feemingly,  from  the  leading 
article,  of  laical  character),  the  firft  is — "  De  vitâ  archidiaconi  et  fuœ 
families."  The  fécond — "  33c  Decants  "  (rural  tjcans)  "  qualiter  fe  fia- 
beant  in  offidis  fuis."  And  in  the  general  Inquifitionesde  clerioiset  laicis 
of  the  year  mccliii,  recorded  in  the  fame  annals  (p.  325),  there  is  one 
item  of  examination  "  De  vitâ  et  honeftate  archidiaconorum,  Occanorum, 
et  ciericorum  qui  miniflrant  in  ecclefis,  et  de  mini/Iris  et  famulis  per- 
fonarum  et  aliorum:"  and  another,  "An  DccanuS  et  alii  confpirationem 
fecerint  ante  adventum  epifcopi." — p.  326. 
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ut  omnes,  exceptis  infirmis,  ad  ejus  fynodum  die  denomi- 
natâ  imprœtermifsè  occurrant.  Et  omnimodis  ex  autoritate 
ss.  canonum  preecipere,  et  minacitèr  denunciare  debet,  quod 

fi  quis  abfque  gravi  neceflitate  defuerit,  proculdubib  à  com- 
munione  Chrijlianâ  fit  pellendus.  Deinde  accitis  fecum 
p>resbyteris,  qui  in  UJo  loco  Jervitium  debent  exhibere  epifcopo, 
quidquid  de  minoribus  et  levioribus  eaufis  corrigere  potejl, 
emendare  fatagat  ;  ut  pontife x  veniens  nequaquàm  in  faci- 
lioribus  negotiis  fatigetur,  out  fibi  immorari  ampliùs  neceffe 

ft  ibi  quàm  expenfa  fuffieiat.  Ait  enim  Dominus  ad  Moifen, 
de  kujufcemodi  cooperatoribus,  '  ut  tecum'  (inquif)  lfuj 'len- 
ient onus  populi,  et  non  tu  foins  graver  is  ;'  et  beatus  Joannes 
JBaptiJla  adventum  Domini  prœcurrit  prœdicando  dicens  : 
'  Pœnitentiam  agite,'  &c.  Et  iterhn,  '  Parafe  viam  Do- 
mini,'  &c." 

Laftly,  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Antwerp  under  Miraeus 
Tit.xxiv.  cap.    (A.i).  mdcx.)  decrees — "  33ccanus  ruralt's  prœmonitus  à 

il.  p.  385.  # 

nobis,fuos  pajlores  moneat  ut  epifcopo  vifitaturo,  omnia  qua 
ad  vifitationem  fpectant,  prœparent  ;  eifque  in  earn  rem 
mittat  injlructionem  à  nobis  prœfcriptam." 


In  the  ninth  century,  rural  arrfjprfests  had  the  honour 
of  entertaining  the  bifliop  on  occafion  of  his  vifiting  for 
parochial  confirmation  : — when,  it  will  be  feen,  the 
council  of  Pavia  (A.D.  dccclv.)  catered  moft  liberally  for 
the  epifcopal  guefts  and  retinue  : — "  Statuimus,  ne  epi- 
fcopi,  quandb  pro  confirmando  populum,  parochias  circum- 
eunt,  arcfjtprcsbrjtcros  fuos  gravent,  ut  kujufmodi  difpenfd 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
ix.  col.  1165. 
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contenti  fuit:   Panes  centum,  frijïringas1  quatuor,  vini 
fextar'm  quinquaginta,pullosfeptem,  ova  quinquaginta,  agnum 

unum,  porcettum  unum,  annonam  ad  caballos  modios  fex, 
fœnum  corr.2  très  (fœni  corbes),  mel,  oleum,  cera,  quod 
fufficit" — 3 a  fair  allowance  of  entertainment,  it  muft  be 

(')  Friftringas — written  alfo  fri/kiîigas  and  frejeengias  {fee  Sirmondi 
notas  ad  capitula  Karoli  Calvi  et  fucceffbrum,  p.  8.) — they  were  young 
pigs,  not  fucking-pigs,  but  of  larger  fize,  as  Sirmond  and  others  explain 
"  porcellis  majores,  nondum  tamen  jujli  incrementi."    They  are  men- 
tioned by  Hincmar,  in  his  Capitula  to  his  archdeacons,  and  by  many 
others.    "  Vadianus  {et  alii)  fcrofam  adultam  exponunt,"  gloues  Spel- 
man  ;  "  nam  et  nojlri  {inquit  Vadianus)  venatores  porcum  fdvejlrem 
anniculum  aut  adultum  frifchling  vocant."    Glqffar.  p.  250,  in  voce 
Frifcinga. 

(2)  "  Corr.  corbis  or  corbus — menfurœ  frumentariœ  fpecies  apud  Bo- 
nonienfes  Italos  &c."     See  Ducange  GloJJàr.  Tom.  n.  col.  580-81,  in 
vocibus  corbis — corbus. 

(3)  In  his  annotations  on  the  CCompotllS  of  Bolton  (a  folio  of  a  thou- 
fand  pages,  beginning  in  mccxc,  and  ending  in  mcccxxv.)  Dr.  Whitaker 
has  noticed  {Hi/lory  of  Craven,  p.  399 — 2d  Edit.)  the   enormous  ex- 
pence  of  parochial  vifitation  as  then  conducted.    The  fum  charged,  as 
expended  on  the  archbifhop's  reception  at  Bolton,  would  have  been 
fufficient,  the  hiftorian  fays,  for  two  hundred  men  and  horfes.    Nor  will 
that  be  thought  extravagant,  when  it  is  underftood  that  in  A.D.  mccxvi, 
an  archdeacon  of  Richmond,  on  his  vifitation,  came  to  the  priory  of 
Bridlington,  with  a  train  of  ninety-feven  horfes,  twenty-one  dogs,  and 
three  hawks.    Dugdale's  Monajl.  Vol.  u.  p.  65.    See  Hi/lory  of  Whal- 
ley,  p.  171  ;  and  Hoffman's  Lexicon,  in  voce  Procuratio.    Another  article, 
relating  to  the  archiepifcopal  vifitation  at  Bolton,  is  extremely  curious — 
"  In  prebendâ  et  furfure  equorum  et  canum  D'ni  A'ep'i  xv.  qr.  aven." 
Dr.  Whitaker  thinks  this  prelate  hunted  with  a  pack  of  hounds,  in  his 
progrefs  from  parifli  to  parifli  !    See  an  extract  from  an  indulgence  of 
Pope  Alexander  to  the  clergy  of  Berkfliire,  before  quoted  under  vifita- 
tional  duties  from  Collier's  Appendix.    The  writer  polfefles  a  curious 
little  compend  of  vifdational  duties,  entitled  Œractatug  l)C  UtettatiombuS 

20S                                          personal  functions.                  [Part  IV. 

acknowledged,  for  man  and  horfe — confidering  that  the 
ecclefiaftical  legiflators,  then  in  fynod  afTembled,  had 
the  relief  of  the  arcljtprrstmtcrnl  hofts  in  view,  when 
paffing  this  canon  of  limitation. 

ïptecopaltbuë,  pe r  R.  P.  Anthonium  (Doppinrr),*E/ji/copî/w  Midenfem, 
A.D.  mdcxcvi. — Dublinii  mdcxcvi. — which  throws  fome  light  on  vi/i- 
tcitio/ial  duties,  as  exercifed  by  ïicanë  rural  and  other  ecclefiaftical 
officers. 
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SECTION  III. 


Synodical  Duties. — ftcssteg  j&gnolialcg. 

N  confequence  of  the  report,  which  ÎJcnns 
rural  had  to  make  at  epifcopal  fynods,  of 
the  ftate  of  religion,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  their  bennrtes,  they  were 
necejj'ary  attendants  at  thefe  general  vifitations  of  each 
diocefe1,  appointed  at  ftated  intervals  for  the  whole- 
fome  purpofe  "  of  infpecting  in  order  to  reformation." 
And  thence,  in  the  opinion  of  Somner,  Kennett,  Atterbury, 
and  others,  they  were  defignated  Teftes  Synodales — from 
the  information  communicated  by  them  to  the  fynod,  as 
witnefles: — but  not,  Gib/on  fuggefts,  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
fynodal  witnejj'es  properly  fo  called  ;  of  whom  Arehbifhop 
Edmund's  twenty-firft  conftitution  (A.D.  mccxxxvi.)  thus 
fpeaks  : — "  Sint  in  quolibet  beennntu  duo  vel  très  viri,  deum 
habentes  prœ  oculis,  qui  excejjus  publicos  prœlatorum,  et 
aliorum  clericorum,  ad  mandatum  archiepifcopi  vel  ejus 
officialis,  ipfis  denuncient:" — and  who  had  been,  nine 
years  before,  inftituted  by  the  council  of  Narbonne  in 
thefe  words  : — "  Dij'irictè  mandamus,  ut  ab  epifcopis  teftes 
fynodales  in  jingulis  injiituantur  parochiis,  qui  de  hœrefi  et 
de  aliis  criminibus  manifeftis  diligentèr  inquirant,poJtmodùm 
epifcopis  quod  invenerint  relaturi." 


A nt'i ij {lilies  of 
Canterbury, 
p.  17G. 

Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  il. 
p.  364. 

Charge  at  Tot- 
nefs,  A.li. 

I  MDCCVIII. 

I  C.  I.  E.  A. 
!  Vol.  II.  p.  972. 
Tit.xui.  c.  IX. 

CC.M.B.  etJl. 
Vol.  i.  p.  637. 


(')  Herbert  fays  of  the  country  parfm,  that  "  he  obferves  vifitations, 
and,  being  there,  makes  due  ufe  of  them,  as  of  clergy  councils,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  diocefe." 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XIII.  col.  1 10«. 
can.  xiv. 


The  Country 
Parfon,  c.  XIX. 
p.  62. 
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Hijiory  of 
Churches  in 
England,  chap, 
xvf.  p.  280. 
Stillingfleet's 
Ecclef.  Cafes, 
Vol.  L  p.  2. 


Anahjfis  CC. 
Gen.  et  Part. 
Tom.  iv.  p.  208. 


See  Hincmari 
Oper.  Tom.  I. 
p.  716. 

Décret.  P.  II. 
Caus.  xxxv. 
c.  vu.  A.D. 
nccccvi. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xvii.  col.  54. 


Thefe  were  the  true  juratores  fynodi  or  tejt  es  f y  noddies 
(from  whence,  fays  Staveley,  "  our  Queji-men,  who  are 
to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  churchwardens,  are  called 
Side-men,  i.e.  quafi  Synod-men") — not  fucceffors  of  the 
rural  brans  in  the  office  of  detecting,  after  the  latter  had 
begun  to  decline  in  authority,  as  affirmed  by  Kennett  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  employed  long  before  ("  teftibus 
fynoddlibus  arcïjt'prrsbijtcrt  aut  ÎJctant  rurales  fuffecti  funt," 
fays  Richard)  in  the  duty  of  laying  informations  before 
the  bifhop  in  private  at  the  epifcopal  fee,  or  publicly  at 
fynod.  On  which  latter  occafion,  it  was  cuftomary — at 
an  elder  date  than  the  Narbonne  and  Canterbury  canons 
—  as  early,  indeed,  as  the  days  of  Hincmar — for  the 
bifhop  affembled  with  his  clergy  and  laity  in  council, 
Ci  pojt  congruam  allocutionem"  to  appoint  certain  "  matu- 
riores,  honejtiores,  atque  veraciores  viros,"  to  give  infor- 
mation upon  oath1  concerning  the  manners  of  the 


concerning 


(')  Can.  xvi.  "  Jurabunt  teftes  fynodales,  velfalthn  Jidem  loco  jura- 
menti piabunt  in  hacformâ.  Primo,  quod  per  totum  annum  ufque  ad 
fynodum  proiimam  diligenùr  inquireni,  fimplkitèr  tamen  de  piano  et 
abfque  ulld  jurifdictione,  quœ  correetionis  et  reformationis  tarn  in  clero 
quam  in  populo  fuit  neceffaria  :  et  quod  ilia  JideUter  referent  in  concilia 
provinciali  et  fynodo  epifcopali  prorimè  celebrandis,  pqftquàm  fuerint 
requifili:  ufurarios,  adulteros,  concubinarios  notorios,feu  matiifeflos,  et 
quofcunque  manifeftè  et  publiée  delinquentes,  tcim  in  clero  qucun  in 
populo,  quos  débita  ad  heee  adhibitd  diligentid,  perquifiverint,  déferre  et 
denuntiare,  quando fuper  hoc  requifti fuerint,  denuntiare  non  omillent." 
See  Concil.  Salisburgenfe,  ann.  mccccxx,  cap.  n  ;  alfo  the  title  de  Tefti- 
bus Synodalibus  in  the  fourth  council  of  Milan  (A.D.  mdlxxvi.),  cap.  vi. 
SS.  CC.  Tom.  xxi.  col.  296  ; — and  the  fame  title  in  the  council  of  Avignon 
(A.D.  mdxciv.),  cap.  iv.  SS.  CC.  Tom.  xxi.  col.  1331  ;  and  of  Rome  (A.D. 
WDcexxv.),  SS.  CC.  Tom.  xxi.  col.  1898. 

Such  prefentments  of  the  ftate  of  the  churches,  clergy,  and  people, 
within  the  diocefe  of  Sarum,  by  fynodal  witneffes,  Mr.  Boucher  informs 

me, 
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people  within  the  diftrict  of  fupervifion2. 

About  the  title  of  thefe  primitive  fecular  ivitncjjes,  then,  f^f^T' 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  They  are  exprefily  denominated, 
by  the  council  of  Salzburg  and  others,  tejtes  publicijive 
fynodales.  In  Rheginon's  Articles  of  Enquiry,  they  bear  ^egi"°"xLibn- 
the  title  of  ïfccnnt  :  "  Si  in  unaquaque  parochiâ  becant  Jint 
per  villas  conjiituti  viri  veraces  et  deum  timentes,  qui 
cœteros  admoneant,  ut  ad  ecclejiam  pergant  ad  matutinas, 
miffam  et  vejperas  :  et  nihil  operis  in  diebus  feftis  faciant. 
Et  fi  horum  quifpiam  tranfgrejfus  fuerit,  presbytero  an- 
nuntient ;  Jimiliter  et  de  Inœuriâ,  et  otnni  opère  pravo:" 
and  the  fame  in  an  early  council  of  Rouen  (A.  D.  dcl.),  ss-  cc-  Tom. 

J  v  y'    vu.  col.  400. 

can.  xv.,  the  words  of  which  have  been  already  adduced, 
in  a  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  p^ora?. 

To  the  circumftance  of  the  names  being  identical  for 
the  lay  and  fpiritual  police,  and  the  duties,  as  appears 
from  the  cited  article  of  inquiry,  fo  much  alike,  may  be 
attributed  the  erroneous  application  of  the  title  of  tej'tes 
fynodales  to  our  fpiritual  ïïcans  ;  (who  were  not  merely 
u puri putique  delatores"  like  the  lay-informers,  but  were  Anaiyfiscc. 
clerical  fupervifors  with  confiderable  iurifdiction) — a  ;  Richard.  Tom. 

:  iv.  p.  208. 


L 


me,  occur  in  regular  feries  in  the  epifcopal  regiftry  during  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  particularly  in  the  year  mccccv.  In  fome  few  inftances  the 
prefentments  alfo  contain  accounts  of  the  lands  and  titles  belonging  to 
benefices. 

(2)  At  a  later  date,  they  had  to  give  an  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
rural  ûeang  themfelvcs — "  Ibi  (in  fynodo  diœcefanâ)  eligantur  teftes 
fynodales,  five  per  fcccanatug,  five  aliunde,  ad  arbitrium  epifcopi,  qui 
omni  exceptione  majores  explorent  in  totà  diœcefi  per  parœcias  fingulo- 
rum,  aique  etiam  arckidiaconorum  et  uecanorum  actiones,  de  quibus  in 
proximâ  fynodo  epifcopo  renuntient."  And,  probably,  the  like  reference 
to  ueang  rural  may  be  intended  in  Archbifhop  Edmund's  conflitution, 
before  quoted. 

p  2 


CC.  Rolomag. 
Provinc.  P.  I. 
p.215. 


•21-2 


Pergonal  jf  mutions. 
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Slatuta  Synod. 
Ecclef.  Ceno- 
manen/is.  In 
1  hefauro  Script. 
Veter.  Tom.  vn. 
col.  1401. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xvti.  col.  142. 


Van  Efpen  Jur. 
Ecclef.  Univ. 
Parti.Tit.xvrn. 
cm.  p.  108. 


miftake  firft  made  by  Lyndwood  under  the  guidance  of 
an  Italian  canonift,  Joannes  Andreas1. 

Though  we  look  in  vain  for  any  canon  or  conftitution 
of  the  church  bellowing  on  beans  rural  in  general  the 
title  in  queftion,  ftill,  in  point  of  function,  they  were 
fynodal  witnefjes  at  the  epifcopal  fynod — as  well  as  the 
lay-officers  above  mentioned — informing  and  attefting 
fuch  diforders  of  the  clergy  and  people,  as,  during  their 
previous  vifitations,  they  had  obferved  to  be  meet  for 
epifcopal  interference: — "Dum  vifitent  tscrant  officium 
tejtlum  fynodalium  exercentes,  inquirant fummariè  de  noto- 
riis  criminibus  et  JcandaUs  ejufdem  loci,  tarn  clericorum 
quant  Imcorum  :  et  quod pcrfe  corrigere  non  potentat,  ep'fcopo 
référant  infra  menjhn,  ut  fecund  inn  eorum  relationem  ad 
plenum  inqui/itionem  defcendat  epifcopus  et  corrigat,  ut 
viderit  expedite"  And,  on  one  occafion,  it  feems,  they 
were  appointed  with  laymen  to  the  office  in  fact,  and 
Jhared  with  them  the  title  of  tejtes  fynodales  for  the  time 
being.  Such  a  nomination  of  beans  rural2,  arcfjjpricsts, 
and  beans  of  (Tijrtsttani'tii,  occurs  in  the  fortieth  canon  of 
the  council  of  Paris  ( A.D.  mccccxxix). 

In  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Antwerp  {A.D.  mdlxxvi),  the 
rural  brans  are  inverted  with  the  capacity  of  appointing 
t    •  .<  fynodales  by  Francis  Sonnius. — Seeing  that  vice 


Strype's  Annals, 
Vol",  it.  Part  II. 
p.  697. 


(  )  See  Card.  Hoftienfis  fol.  cxix.  fuper  primo  Decretalium,  de  Officio 
Srchi^rrstnitrrt — "  ui  ftngulœ  plèbes  &c."  Jobnfon's  Ecclef.  Laws,  Ad- 
denda &c.  A.D.  mlxiv.  ;  Boehmer  Jus  Ecclef  aft.  Prote/lant.  Lib.  m. 
Tit.  xxxix.  §  lxiii.  feqq.  "  an  tejles  fynodales  conferendi  cum  prrto- 
tirutts  ?  "  §  lxv.  ;  and  particularly  Billiop  Dopping's  of  Meath  Tractatus 
de  Vifi'.alionibus  Epifcopalibus,  cap.  xxi.  pp.  4S,  feqq. 

(2)  Bifliop  Freak,  in  his  paper  on  rural  Drang  or  fuperinlendents,  fays 
•hey  are  termed  in  the  law  Tejtes  Synodales  ;  but  this  is  a  miftake. 


_i 
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had  vaftly  increafed,  from  the  want  of  fufficient  detection 
and  expofure,  the  bifhop  commands  his  fccans — "  Ut  in 
Jîngulis  parochiis  conjlituant  duos  vivos  honeftos  et  zelofos 
teji  es  fynodales,  qui  concubinarios,  adidteros,  clericornm  in- 
vafores  ac  percujjbres,  vfurarios,  contractu/que  iUicitos  eocer- 
centes,  et  quœcanque  crimina  ad  no/tram  correctionem  fpec- 
tantia  quotanràs  coram  ipjis  tyrant's  aut  aliis  ad  hoc  nobis 
deputandis  eœponant,  ut  habita  inqiùfdione  pojjit  contra  eos 
procedi  ad  emendationem." 

The  duties  of  ùcans  rural,  abridged  as  they  are  in 
modem  days,  approximate  very  nearly  to  thofe  of  the 
rural  tejles  of  old  ;  though,  in  the  by-gone  days  of  the 
former*s  plenary  jurifdiction,  they  far  furpafTed  the  jura- 
tores  j'ynodi  in  the  extent  of  their  commiffion. 

But  to  return  to  diocefan  fynods — whence  has  inci- 
dentally arifen  this  too  long  digrefTion  on  tefi es  fy  nodales, 
their  origin,  duties,  and  likenefs  to  beans  rural. 

The  canons  of  the  church  vary  in  their  injunctions  as 
to  the  frequency  of  holding  epifcopal  fynods  ((till  exifting, 
Bilhop  Stillingfleet  tells  us,  under  the  type  of  diocefan 
vilitations  at  which  îï£ans  rural,  heretofore,  made  their 
atteftations  and  prefentments.  Once  a  year,  at  leaft, 
fuch  a  convention  of  the  clergy  under  their  diocefan 
(the  raoft  ancient  form  of  fynod,  though  not  the  moft 


Slat.  Synodal. 
Dioec.  Antverp. 
de  Te/iibus  Sy- 
nodalibus  refti- 
tuendis,  p.  254. 


EccIefiaJUral 
Cafes,  p  2. 


Thomnffin.  V.  et 
N.Ë.D.  Tom.n. 
P.  II.  L.iii. 

C.  LXXV. 

Décret.  P  I. 
Dijl.  xviii. 

C.  XVI. 


(')  At  the  time  of  the  Reformation  under  Henry  VIII.  the  fubmiffion 
of  the  clergy  made  all.  diocefan  meetings  to  be  executive  vifitations,  no 
longer  legillative  fynods  :  yet,  when  the  clergy's  fubmifiion  was  repealed 
under  Queen  Mary,  the  diocefan  power  of  legillation  returned;  and  in 
that  reign,  Bonner  and  other  bifliops  held  fynods  and  framed  conûitu- 
tions  for  their  refpective  diocefes.  But  now  that  fubmifiion  has  returned 
upon  us. 


Kennett'.-f  Ec- 
elefiajlical  Sy- 
nods, Part  I. 
p.  201. 
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Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  3C3. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xix.  col.  1292. 
can.  xviii. 


Wilkins'sD(/7(T- 
tatioEpiftolaris, 
&c.  p.  vii. 
CC.      B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i. 

State  of  the 
Chun  k  Sf  Clcr- 
sy  of  England, 
pp.  23,  i'eqq. 


Stat.  Synod. 
Diœc.dudomar. 
Tit.  xxii.  c.  II. 

p.m. 


dignified)  was  afTembled. — "Annis  fmgulis  epifcopus  in 
fuâ  diœcefi  fynodum  faciat  de  fuis  clericis,  neenbn  abbatibus, 
et  d'feutiat  alter  os  clericos  et  monachos." 

At  this  council  of  the  diftrict,  the  rural  beans  of  Eng- 
land were  rightful  coadjutors  for  deliberating  on  the 
affairs  of  the  church  :  and,  when  duly  conftituted,  the 
fynod  confifled  of  the  bifhop  as  prefident,  the  catïjcïlral 
ÏJcans  in  the  name  of  their  collegiate  body  of  presbyters, 
the  archdeacons  as  deputies  or  proctors  of  their  inferior 
order  of  deacons,  and  the  rural  fceans1  in  the  name  of 
\  the  parochial  clergy,  as  the  proper  delegates  and  Hand- 
ing reprefentatives  of  that  body,  to  confult  with  the 
bifliop  upon  all  matters  connected  with  the  church  and 
its  local  difcipline — "  Ut  quœ  ex  ipforum  judicio  reforma- 
tione  opus  habere  comperientur,  communi  conjilio  emendentur." 


•Stat.  Synod. 
Dicec.  Ypren- 
fis,  I.  cap.  III. 
p.  9. 


(')  This  procuratorial  character  of  ïicang  rural,  at  diocefan  fynods  in 
England,  did  not  go  to  the  extent  of  fuperfeding  the  attendance  of  the 
parochial  clergy  ;  who,  in  addition  to  the  ÎJeanS  and  archdeacons,  if  they 
had  benefices  within  the  diocefe,  were  obliged  to  perfo?ial  attendance. 
If,  however,  at  any  time,  the  incumbent  clergy  were  prevented  attending 
on  the  bifliop  by  lîeknefs  or  other  caufe  ;  on  fuch  occalions,  we  may 
underftand,  the  archdeacons  and  rural  ucang  were  empowered  to  act  for 
them  ; — a  cuftom  which  obtained  more  particularly  in  the  German  fynods. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Saint  Omer,  it  was  particularly  decreed  (A.D. 
MDLXxxm. — mdcxl.)  that  all  paftors  fliould  be  perfoncdly  attendant. 
They  were  not  to  be  excufed  on  the  plea  of  parochial  duties,  funerals, 
or  marriages  ;  nor  were  the  ocang  to  admit  any  excufes  as  juftifying 
!  abfence,  till,  on  conviction  of  their  neceffity  or  probability,  they  had  pre- 
fented  them  to  the  bifliop  for  examination.    "  Interim  et  pro  Je  et  pro 
fui  difl rictus  pojloribus  rejpondeant,  adfint  necne,  abfentes  nomment  et 
fcripto  tradant,"    And  the  like  was  decreed  by  the  diocefan  fynod  of 
I  Ypres  (A.D.  mdlxxvii.)  ;  lady  abbeffes  alone  being  excufed,  cuftomarily 
I  from  perfonal  attendance,  and  allowed  to  depute  their  confelfors  and 
chaplains  inftead. 


Sect.  I  If.] 


Sgnofctcal  39utfc«s. 


215 


And  fo  on  the  continent,  in  Belgium  and  the  adjoining 
ftates,  Van  Efpen  reports,  "  Generalitèr  vocari  capituhim 
epifcopale,  r  ever  endos  dominos  abbates,  abbatiffas,  prœpofitos, 
ardjt'pvcsbyteros  rurales,  prior  es,  priori  (J as,  cœterofque  omnes, 
qui  de  jure  vel  confuetudine  fynodo  diœcefanœ  inter  eJJ'e  de- 
bent."    See  alfo  Statuta  Synod.  Diœcefan.  Yprenf.  cap.  n. 

{A.  D.  MDLXXVII.) 

The  number  of  thefe  fynods  in  each  year  varied,  as 
above  ftated,  at  different  periods  and  places — once — 
twice — thrice — no  general  rule  prevailed.  Once,  however, 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  the  moft  frequent  ufage — "Ad 
minus  femèl  in  anno,  ubi  non  ejl  confuetudo  bis  annuattm 
celebrari."  But,  in  the  ancient  formulary  for  holding 
them  in  England,  the  order  is  that  they  be  convened 
twice  a  year,  and  fuch  Wake  afferts  to  have  been  the  mea- 
fure  of  them  here  ;  though  the  common  direction  of  the 
canon  law,  with  which  Lyndwood  agrees,  was  once  only. 

An  epiftle  of  the  archbifhop  of  Rouen  (circa  A.  D. 
mcclxxx.)  de  Regularium  PriviJegiis  orders  every  metro- 
politan to  hold  a  provincial  council,  annually,  "  noufolmn 
de  epifcopis,  verum  etiam  de  capitulis  cathedralium  et  ali-  \ 
arum  ecclefiarum,  abbatibus  exemptis  et  non  exempt  is,  necnon 
de  becants  ruralttnts  et  aliis  eccleftafticis  viris  deum  timen- 
tibus  et  peritiam  habentibus  Jitterarum;  vt  communi  omnium 
confdio,  cum  dictum  negotium  omnes  tangat,  via  communis  et 
utilis  eligatur  ad  obviandum  pericidis,  et  onus  profequendi 
negotium  ah  omnibus  fiqqwrtetur  &c." 

In  Germany,  the  conftitution  of  Cardinal  Campegio 
(A.  D.  mdxxiv),  before  referred  to,  bids  the  celebration  of 
an  epifcopal  fynod  by  each  diocefan  bifliop,  "Jingido 
anno  J'aftèm  cum  potioribus  prœlatis  ïïecarus  ruralttnts,  vi- 
rijque  dignis  :  " — but   the  Formula  Reformatiouis  (A.D. 


Jur.  Erclef. 
Univ.  P.  I.  Tit. 
xviii.  ci.  p.  105. 


Synod.  Bujil. 
Self  xv. 
SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xvii.  col.  288. 


Slate  of  the 
Church  §  Clergy 
of  England, 
pp.  23,  l'eqq. 


CC.  Rotoma- 
genf.  Provinc. 
P.I.  p.155.  & 
P.  ii.  p.  53. 
can.  II. 


Brown's  Fafci. 
cuius,  Rerum, 
p.  428. 
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Form.  Reform, 
per  Vcejar.  Ma- 
jefi.  pp.  6.  &  30. 
Lovanit. 


SS.  CC  Tom. 
xix.  col.  1380. 


Field  of  the 
Church,  B.v. 
p.  508. 


Thomaffin.  V.  et 
N.  E.D.Tom.u. 
P.  il.  L.  in.  c.  75. 


Décréta  Anti- 
qua  Stjnodi  Ca- 
meracenf.  p.  72. 


Acta  Concil. 
Cameracenf.  ad 
finem. 


CC.  Itotom. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  489.  Synod. 
Lexovienfis. 


mdxlviii.)  under  the  head  de  Ordinum  Ecclefiafîicorum 
Officiis,  recurs  to  the  olden  cuftom  of  twice, — enjoining 
all  ecclefiaftical  officers,  whether  archdeacons,  tïjoifjpî- 
scopt,  arcljprcsbrjtcrs,  or  tfcans  rural,  "Jynodis  epi/copalibus 
interejjb,  referre,  et  exponere  illic  fuœ  portiuncidœ  flatum 
et  unà  cum  partibus  coufulere  ac  decernere  &c."  So  alfo 
the  council  of  Cologne  under  Adolphus  (A.D.  mdxlix.)  : 
"Bis  quotannis  pro  veteri  more."  And  the  latter  alfo 
preferibes  that  the  tjeans  and  their  co-attendants  fhould 
have  their  expences  paid  by  the  perfons  whom  they 
reprefented,  and  grants  a  power  of  compulfion  on  non- 
payment : — "HDccant  collegiorum  accedentes  ad  fynodum 
pro  fuis  collegiis  in  religionis  officio  et  dignitate  fuâ  coufer- 
vandis  :  et  trecant  rurales  pro  fuœ  regiuncidœ  parochiis 
deo  utique  militant.  Nemo  verb  militât  unquâm  fuis  dif- 
peudiis  :  Propter  eà  ft  atuimus,  ut  pro  numéro  dierum,  quibus 
concilium  durât,  conférant  Octants  fuis  collegia,  et  parocki 
fubfdia  in  fumptus,  quos  necejj'arib  facere  debent,  abfque 
omni  tergiverfatione." 

The  fynod  of  Cambray1  (A.D.  mdl.)  legiflates  for  the 
ïïecanal  retinue  on  the  occafion: — "Quilibet  ïïccanus  pro 
fe,  et  duobus  facerdotibus  fui  bccanatûs,  quinque  equis,  et 
quâlibet  die,  pro  quolibet  equo,  fecundàm  diftantiam  locorum, 
octo  grofjis  turonenftbus  regalibus  fit  contentus,  veniendo  ad 
fynodum,  et  remanens  ibidem,  quoufquè  computus  ïrecanorum 


(')  Attached  to  the  report  of  the  provincial  council  of  Cambray  (A.D. 
mdlxv.),  are  the  names  and  titles  of  eighteen  rural  ucang — "  ardjtpreS- 
bgtcrt  feu  fcccani  ©brtëttanttattg  diœcefis  Cameracenf  is,  tarn  fuis  quàm 
curatorum  fuoruni  occanatuttm  refpeetive  nominibus  :"  and  others,  again, 
i  appear  in  the  mufter-roll  of  names,  "  tarn  de  jure  quàm  de  confuetu- 
dine,"  prefent  at  fynod  in  the  diocefe  of  Lifieux. 
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fmtjiniti,  et  per  unam  diem  îdtrà  :  nifi  de  mandate  Domini 
&c.  diutiùs  rémunère  debeant." 

In  the  diocefe  of  Ypres  in  Flanders,  it  had  been  cuf- 
tomary  to  hold  two  annual  conventions  of  the  dignified 
and  inferior  clergy  in  the  cathedral  church  ;  but,  in 
Gonfequence  of  divers  inconveniences  experienced  by 
the  parochial  clergy  in  attending  a  fécond  time,  it  was 
decreed,  under  the  fanction  of  the  fynod  of  mdlxxvii, 
that  the  Utnns  alone  mould  be  obliged  to  a  fécond  at- 
tendance, at  the  joint  expence  of  all  the  clergy,  in  the 
bimop's  palace  : — "De  rebus  religionis,  et  de  ftatu  eccle- 
fiarum,  fuis  et paftorum fuorum  nominibus  cum  epifcopo  com- 
municaturi  :  necnon  declaraturi,  ft  quœ  difficultates  pqji 
novijjimam fynodum fubortœ  fuerunt,  quœ  commode  vfque  ad 
alteram  fynodum  differri  non  pojj'unt  :  atque  etiam  audituri, 
qua?  ipjis  ex  officio  proponi  continget"  &c. 

A  privilege  of  confolidating  the  two  meetings,  again, 
into  one,  on  the  united  authorities  of  the  Tridentine, 
Lateran,  and  Bafil  decrees,  was  ceded  to  the  difcretion  j 
of  the  bifhop  by  the  council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  mdlxxxi.),  \ 
in  expectation  of  a  proportionate  increafe  of  care  and 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  fmgle  feifion  ;  which  were 
provided  for  by  exprefs  canon  : — "In  ipjis  archidiaconi  et  ! 
îjccant  rurales  de  curatis  tàm  prafentibus,  quàm  abfentibus, 
epifcopo  debent  redder e  rationem,  et  omnia  in  vifitatione  et\ 
calendis  audita  et  comperta  referri,  ea  aminari,  ac  jndicari,  | 
et  jiatuenda  pubîicari."    And  the  fame  precept  appears  I 
in  the  canons  of  the  council  of  Rheims  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii.) 
— and  of  Saint  Omer  of  the  fame  year: — the  latter  of 
which  fynods  enacts,  "Decani,  quibufcum  ante  et  poJÏ> 
fynodum  de  tote  diœcejis  flatu  et  bono,  agendum  nobis  eft, 
maturiàs  adjint,  et  uno  atque  altero  die  fy nodi  diem  prœve- 


Stat.  Synod. 
Dioec.  zprenf. 
Tit.  I.  cap.  v . 


See  alio  SS.  Ro- 
lom.  Prov.  V.  It. 
p.  131.  A  D. 
M»:xL. 


SS  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  631). 
CC.  Untomag. 
Piov.  P.  I. 
p. 2 15.  can.  XXXI. 


col.  7 13. 


Deere!.  Synod. 
Audomar.  Tit. 
XXII.  cap.  IV. 
p.  112. 
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niant,  et  quid  its  faciendum  fit,  à  nobis  poji  fynodum  man- 
data  accipiant." 

But  of  the  frequency  of  holding  epifcopal  conventions 
we  have  faid  enough  ; — a  few  extracts  explanatory  of 
the  ïrccanal  duties  in  connexion  with  them,  and  we  have 
done — referring  the  reader,  who  may  be  defirous  of  more 
detailed  information,  to  Van  Efpen  de  Synod.  Diœcef  etc. 
Part  i.  Tit.  xvin.  cap.  i.  p.  105.  and  the  Directorium  Sy- 
nodale of  the  diocefe  of  Cologne  publifhed  by  Arch- 
bitbop  Maximilian,  A.D.  mdclxii. 

In  council  affembled,  the  fccans  delivered  to  the  pre- 
fixing bifhop  their  acta  bt'st'tattonts,  attefting  the  fame  by 
oath  ;  and  otherwife  informed  him,  orally  or  by  letter, 
of  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  circumftances  of  their  re- 
fpective  îïeianatcs — particularly  delivering  to  him  formal 
prefentments,  in  fcriptis,  of  all  that  was  amifs  in  the  rural 
diftricts  under  their  charge  ;  and  availing  themfelves  of 
'  the  opportunity  of  paying  the  feveral  taxes  due  on  ac- 
count of  the  parochial  clergy  to  the  diocefan  ;  of  which 
imports,  as  we  fhall  hereafter  fhew,  they  were  the  official 
collectors.  Such  was  the  ufual  routine,  u  in  obedience 
to  the  oft-repeated  injunction  that  bade  them  to  be  dili- 
gent in  their  delegate,  refponfible  overfeerfhip,  and  to 
report  every  thing  to  the  bithop."  But  when  the  matter 
of  their  prefentments  was  urgent,  and  required  imme- 
diate epifcopal  interference,  they  waited  not  for  the  flow 
formality  of  the  periodical  fynod,  but  went  at  once  with 
their  complaint  to  the  bifhop  in  private,  and  received 
his  instructions  thereon1. 


(')  This  uniformity  of  reference  on  the  part  of  ïlcang  rural  to  the 
bifliop,  at  his  fee,  or  at  vifitation,  or  fynod,  is  invariably  obferved  by 

continental 
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CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  IV.  p.  146. 


Even  monthly'2'  reference  to  the  bilhop  (under  the  title 
of  "  the  ordinarie  ")  is  ordered  in  the  Gloucejier  Injunc- 
tions of  Cardinal  Pole  (A.D.  mdlvi.) — Touchinge  the  clergie," 
can.  xiv.  All  prefentments  are  commanded  to  be  thus 
often  laid  before  him,  or  his  chancellor,  by  the  îjean 
rural,  the  churchwarden  fupplying  them  to  the  latter: — 
"  That  every  îjeaiu  do  fende  all  the  prefentments,  that 
fhall  come  to  his  hands,  to  the  ordinarie,  or  his  chaun- 
celor,  monthelie  uppon  pain  of  contempt:" — which  pre- 
fentments are,  by  the  fame  Injunctions,  "  Touchinge  the 
htitie"  can.  xvii.,  ordered  to  be  delivered  by  the  church- 
wardens into  "  the  handes  of  the  Irean  of  the  ÏJcanrte,  as 
they  will  avoyde  the  daunger  of  perjurie,  and  forfeting 
of  theire  recognizances." 

But  to  go  back  to  epifcopal  fynods  of  earlier  times,  of 
the  economy  of  which,  as  well  as  the  concern  of  ïïcans 
rural  therein,  the  fee  of  Augsburg  offers  an  ancient  and 
very  interefting  example. 

In  that  diocefe,  St.  Udalric,  a  canonized  faint  of  the  l^am.y.et 

I,  j  Tom.  II. 

tenth  century,  was  wont  to  felect,  in  conjunction  with 
his  arcfjprcsfarjtcrs,  fuch  places  for  his  fynods  as  were 
leaft  liable  to  civil  interruption  ;  and  there,  in  fecluded 
conference,  to  make  fLrict  inquiry  of  the  attendant  arcï)- 
prtcsts  and  ïïcans,  into  the  ftate  and  condition  of  their 


P.  ii.  L.  in. 
c.  i.xxiv.  p.  790. 


continental  councils  of  the  fixteenth  and  feventeenth  centuries: — witnefs  Ejufdem,  àeBe- 

neficiu,  Tom.  I. 

thofe  of  Augsburg-  (A.D.  mdxxxvi.  and  mdxlviii.)  ;  of  Cambray  (A.D.  mdl.  p.  229. 
and  mdlxv.)  ;  of  Malines  (A.D.  mdlxx.)  ;  of  Melun  (A.D.  ridlxxix.)  ;  %&Rot omag. 
of  Rheims  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii.)  ;  of  Acqui  (A.D.  mdlxxxv.)  ;   of  Rouen  ip.  125. 
(A.D.  mdcxxviii.)  ;  and  innumerable  others. 

(2)  The  îlean  rural  is  ordered  by  the  Reformatio  LL.  Ecclef.  to  lay  j  Cap.  v.  p.  95. 
his  prefentment  before  the  bifhop  or  ordinary  "infra  decern  dies  in 
fcriptis." 
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^ëbmen;  jus^  fubject  churches,  the  morals,  and  religious  obfervances 
ikxLxxix''      °^         inhabitants,  &c- — "  Congregatis  ante  fe  clericis, 
S^smS"''  arrï'Prcsl3l1trros  <tf  toccanos,  et  optimos  quos  inter  eos  inve- 
^c^B^ed-' !"   ,l*re  l'°*u'f>  cautè  iaterrogavit,  quatenùs  quotidianum  dei 
p.  432.  n.  3u.     fermtkm  ab  eis  impleretur,  et  qualitcr  Wis  popmlus  fubactus 
ex  eis  regeretur  in  Jtudio  prœdicandi  docendique,  quantâque 
cauteld  infantes  baptizarentur,  infirmi  viftarentur  et  unge- 
rentur,  defunctorum  etiam  corpora  quanta  compa  [fione  fe pnl- 
turis  traderentur,  viduis  et  orphams  in  univerfis  nece//)tatibus 
fubvenirent.  qua ntoque Jtudio  in  hospitibus  et  advenis  Gkriflo 
mi  n't  ft  ra  rent,  fx  fubintrodt'ctas  mulieres  fecum  habuiffent,  et 
inde  crimen  fufpicionis  inderent  ;  ft  cum  canibus  et  accipn- 
tribus  venationes  fequerentur,  tabernas  canfd  edendi  vel  bi- 
bendi  ingrederentur,  fi  turpes  jocos  in  vfu  haberent,  fi  ebrie- 
tates  et  commejjhtiones  fupra  modum  a  ma  rent,  ft  rid  is  et 
eontentionïbus  et  tetmdationibus  defervirent  ;  ft  nuptiis  fecu- 
laribus  interejjent ;  fi  aliqui  eorum  minifteria  indecentia  in 
confuetudine  haberent:  fi  p>er  kalendas  more  antecejjbrum 
fuorum  ad  loca  Jtatuta  co/tvenirent,  ibique  folitas  orationes 
expièrent,  fuafque  ecclefas  ad  tempjus  reviferent  :  fi  obedi- 
enftam  eorum  magiftris  prœbuijfent,  et  in  toto  fuo  minij'terio 
devoti  et  apti  manere  jludutlj'ent.    Refponfume  autem  de 
interrogatis  facta  et  ratione  veritatis  perceptâ  JîantUms  in 
rectitudine  duJciJ/ima?  confolationis  gratia  gratificavit  et  ut 
deinceps  à  normulâ  jujtit'ue  ne  démirent,  fuavi  coïïoquio 
admonuit,  erroneos  autem  per  dévia  incedentes  fratres  dignis 
terrait  correptionibus,  et,  ut  ptojtea  confueta  vitia  omitterent, 
prœcepntr     Such  were  the  interrogatories  put  to  the 
afTembled  clergy  by  the  fainted  prelate  of  Augsburg. 

The  next  century  affords  a  very  copious  defcription 
of  the  formula  of  holding  a  diocefan  fynod,  in  the  year 
mxxii,  at  Salingeftat  in  Germany.    It  has  been  copied 
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by  Van  Efpen,  and  tranflatéd  by  Dr.  Field.    But  the 
interrogatories  of  St.  Udalric  will  fufficiently  explain  the 
concern  of  beans  rural  therein  ; — and  to  his  long  cata- 
logue of  inquiries  may  be  added  another  of  prefentments 
of  a  later  date  ;  which  the  bifliop  of  Padua  has  left  us, 
(bearing  date  A  D.  mcclxxxiv,  in  fynodo  a/pud  S.  Hlppo- 
lytwm — charging  the  clergy,  generally,  to  make  known 
to  their  beans  in  fcriptis,  within  a  month,  all  perfons 
obnoxious  to  the  defects  and  crimes  enumerated  therein 
as  meet  for  accufation  ;  and  the  beans,  on  their  part,  to 
lay  the  fame  before  the  bifliop  at  fynod,  on  pain  of 
grave  punifhment. — The  catalogue,  below  given,  con- 
tains many  curious  items  of  impeachment1. 

I.E.  U.  Part  i. 
Tit.  xviii.  c.  u. 

Hi/iory  of  the 
Church,  B.  v. 
p.  508. 

SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  co).  889. 

(')  "  Accufandi  funt  circa  infra  fcripta." 
"  Hi  funt  defectus  et  culpce,  crimina  et  articuli,  de  quitus  funt  clerici 
quilibet  accufandi  ;  contra  quos  poterunt  comprobari  :  abfentes  à  capi- 
tulo  tam  pîebani,  qua/in  vicarii;  item  abfentes  à  fuis  bene/iciis  ;  item 
vocati  ad  ordines  et  non  venienfes  ;   item  ordinal'  ab  aliis  epifeopis  ; 
item  cohabitantes  manifefïè;  item  concubinas  in  aliis  domibus  habenles 
publiée;  item  tabernarii,  lufores,  et  alios  difjblulce.  vitœ.    Item  clerici 
tabernas  in  fuis  domibus  habentes.     Item  plebani,  qui  vicarios  fit  os  fu/ti- 
nent  cokabitare.     Item   clerici   ufurarii,  anticipatores,  et  amtiquam 
monetam  pro  nova  mutuantes.    Item  alchimi/tœ,  et  qui  utuntur  falfâ 
monetâ  et  argento.     Item  qui  peregrinos,  et  ifjnolos  recipiunt  in  focios. 
Item  qui  facramenta  ecclefœ  vendunt,  et,  fuper  remediis  decedentium, 
conventionemfaciunt,  antequam  fèpéliatur  defunctus.    Item  qui  propter 
augendum  cenfurn  confuetum  arnovent   idoneos  ab  eccîefiis  et  injli- 
tuunt  minus  dignos.    Item  qui  décimas  et  proventus,  five  redit  us  eccle- 
fiarum  fiiarum  laids  conferunt,  quibus  impojlcrum  ecclefiœ  defraudan- 
tur.    Item  capellani  cajtrorum,  villa  rum  feu  civitalum,  qui  noîi  veniunt 
ad  capitula  et  conventus.    Item  apqftatœ  et  de  apojlafuî  fufpecti.  Item 
qui  interdit  ti,fufpeiifi  tel  excommunie ati  celebraverunt,  vel  fe  ingejferunt 
divinis.     Item  qui  voluntariè  laïcos  fin  conjliluunt  advocatos.  Item 
qui  in  foro  feculari  prcefumunt  advocalice  qfficium  exercere,  Item 

habenles 

SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  889. 
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So  copious  are  the  articles  of  inquiry,  juft  introduced 
into  our  text,  from  the  canonized  Udalric  of  Augsburg, 
and  fo  full  the  foot-note  of  delatable  crimes  and  defects 
of  the  bifhop  of  Padua  at  St.  Hippolyte,  that  it  is  fcarce 
neceffary  to  offer  any  farther  illuftration  of  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  fynodal  prefentments  of  îrtans  rural, 
from  later  councils.  We  will  fill  up  the  gap  of  inter- 
vening centuries  with  a  few  only  of  the  many  prefentable 
facts,  offences,  &c.  of  other  churches,  culled  from  their 
documentary  and  conciliar  collections  ;  and  will  add, 
from  the  fynods  of  Milan,  Cologne,  and  Reuffen,  in  par- 
ticular, the  laft  authentic  memorials  we  poffefs  of  the 
connexion  of  ùeans  rural  with  epifcopal  conventions  ; — 
concluding  our  extracts  with  a  few  notes  on  the  coftume 
and  behaviour  of  thefe  officers,  when  in  attendance  at 
them. 

DecretaAntiqua]     Thus  writes  the  fynod  of  Cambray  (A.D.  mdlvi.) — 

Synodi  Camera-  ,  .  -  .  _ 

cenfis, MiiL.p.73.  "  SBccant  omnium  ujurariorum  manijejtorum  et  excommu- 


habentes  pluralitatem  beneficiorum.  Item  qui  corpus  Chrifli  et  chrifina 
fub  Jideli  cujlodiâ  non  referva?iL  Item  fine  miniftro  célébrantes.  Item 
religiofi  fine  licentiâ  epifcopi  plèbes  régentes.  Item  plebani  qui  fuas 
aliis  locant  ecclefias,  et  vicarias  ajfumunt  regendas.  Item  dilapidatores 
fuarum  ecclefiarum.  Item  qui  fymoniace  ordines  vel  beneficium  fuf- 
ceperunt.  Item  illegitimi  habentes  bénéficia  cum  cura  animarum.  Item 
qui  fine  invefliturâ  epifcopi  et  injlitutione  canonicâ  ecclefias  recipiunt, 
atque  regunt.  Item  qui  per  fubdiaconum  vel  tftanum  plebes  fuas  in 
viatico  et  confejfione  procurari  permiltunt.  Item  qui  excommunicatos, 
vel  interdictos  recipiunt  ad  ecclefiaflicam  fepulturam.  Item  qui  fine 
licentiâ  nojlrâ  iji  oratoriis  vel  ecclefiis  non  confecratis,  vel  violalis  mijjas 
celebrant.  Item  qui  in  cœmeteriis  non  confecratis  vel  violatis  permittunt 
mortuos  fepelire.  Item  qui  fubplantatores  funt  et  anticipatores.  Item 
tranfgreffbres  omnium  prœdictorum  /latutorum." 
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nicatorum  per  annum  et  diem,  totius  fui  îïcranatûs  nomina 
et  caujàs  excommunicatorum  injchedulâ  déférant  anno  quo- 
libet ad  fynodum  vel  computum  &c." — ■"  Item  référant  no- 
mina presbyterorum  omnium  qui  in  fuis  liccanattbus  Mo 
anno  obierunt,  ut  infynodo  abfolvantur  &c." 

"The  ÏJcan  rural  or  supm'ntcn&ant,"  fays  the  bifhop  of  Bishop  Freak's 
Norwich  (A.D.  mdlxxx.),  "  lhall  make  faithful,  careful,  vemment,  by 
and  diligent  inquiry,  not  only  of  every  minifter  in  the  strype's Annau, 
ïrcanry,  but  alfo  of  every  man  of  account;  which  may  u^mdii^Ql'. 
either  be  profitable  or  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  in  their 
feveral  parithes.    And  exhibit  their  names,  according  to 
every  feveral  îfcanrrj,  in  a  fair  long  parchment  fcroll,  to 
the  bhTiop,  or  his  chancellor  ;  to  remain  with  them, 
or  either  of  them  :  giving  advertifement  from  time  to 
time,  of  their  amendment,  or  waxing  worfe  and  worfe. 
Whereby  the  bithop  fhall  be  able  to  cut  off  any  mifchief, 
as  it  firft  fpringeth  forth  ;  and  be  a  moft  notable  infini- 
ment of  advertifmg  and  preferving  the  eftate.  Befides, 
by  the  authority  refident,  and  as  it  were  overwatching 
the  behaviour  of  the  neighbours  round  about,  all  fmaller, 
ufual  offences,  as  fwearing,  drunkennefs,  lewd,  lafcivious 
talk,  and  fuch  other  enormities,  which  are  as  it  were 
entrances  into  the  more  grievous  and  enormous  fins, 
may  be  reftrained  and  punifhed.  Which  now  are  jetting 
matters,  of  fmall  account."    (See  more  in  loco — where 
Freak  propofes  that  the  beans  lliould  fit  judicially  on 
delinquents,  as  affiftants  to  the  bithop  or  chancellor  in  j 
fynod  affembled.) 

The  council  of  Bourdeaux  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii.)  impofes  ss.  cc.  Tom. 
on  Ùeans  rural  the  fy nodical  duty  of  making  known  to 
the  diocefan  all  vacant  benefices,  the  names  of  non- 
reftdent  clergymen,  and  thofe  who,  being  poffeffed  of 


2U 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  1507. 

Synod.  Lexov. 
CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  505. 


Coi'Jl.  Part  in. 
cap.  x. 

SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  462. 

A.D.  MDLXXIX. 


Directorium  Sy- 
nodale M.  Henr. 
Arch.  Colon.  4. 


pro  becaniê  ru- 
ïalibuë. 


benefices,  are  not  ordained  priefts,  within  their  refpec- 
tive  jurifdictions  :  and  the  like  canons  pafFed  the  council 
of  Narbonne,  cap.  xxvm.  {A.D.  mdcix.) 

The  fynod  of  Lifieux  enacts  [de  breams)  "  Ut  per  cedil- 
las fuas  in  fngulis  fi/nodis  fidelitèr — nobis  référant,  aut 
vicariis  nqffris,  qui  fint  curati  non  refidentes,  ubi  morentur, 
et  de  caufâ  fuœ  non  refidenciœ,  ac  de  eorumdem  curatorum 
vicariis,  fi  et  qiiandb  fuerint  à  nobis  approbati  &c." 

The  fifth  council  of  Milan,  under  Cardinal  Charles 
Borromeo,  records  the  ordinary  duties  of  rural  beans 
(there  termed  "btcaru  foranci"),  and  thofe  which  more 
particularly  fell  to  their  lot  at  the  epifcopal  fee,  on 
occafion  of  a  congrefs  of  the  bifhop  and  his  clergy — 
u  Cum  fynodalis  dies  propè  adeji,  btcaru  forartet  pridiè  Wins 
diei  adfint  fummo  mane  in  œdibus  epifcopalibus  ;  eoque  ipfo 
die  quamprimùm  epifcopo  nomina,  et  cognomina  tradant, 
eaque  ordine  difcripta,  facer dotum,  et  clericorum  fnguhrum, 
qui  ad  J]/nodum  conveniunt,  ac  rursùs  abfentium  caufs 
figiUafim  item  defcriptis,  quamobrem  fynodo  non  adfint. 
Idque  prœter  qfficiion  Jegitimœ  excufationis,  quam,  qui  ab- 
funt,  epifcopo  afferre  et  probare  debent." 

In  the  following  century  to  Borromeo,  Maximilian 
Henry,  archbifhop  of  Cologne  {A.D.  mdclxii.),  com- 
manded his  beans  rural  to  perform  the  like  duties  four 
days  antecedent  to  the  affembling  of  the  diocefan  fynod  ; 
at  which  each  rural  bean  is  ordered  to  deliver  in  a 
formal  document  to  this  effect  : — "  Ego  N.N.  pajtor  in 
N.  becanus  (Ebristtanttatts  N.  fub  archidiaconatu  N.  con- 
Jtitutœ,  habeo  fub  meo  decanatu  parochias  numéro  N.  N. 
inter  quas  aliquœfunt  filiales,  videlicet  N.  dependens  à  ma- 
trice  N.  item  N.  dependens  à  matrice  N.  capellas  N.  paro- 
chia  N.  ficut  ex  antiquis  documentis  con  fiât,  foil -ere  confuevit 
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ad  taxât  ionem  .  ...  ad  decimationem  et  ad  cathe- 

draticum  " 

Laftly,  the  council  of  Reuffen  (A.D.  mdccxx.)  fummons 
annually  a  diocefan  fynod  upon  the  ufual  footing, — "  III  Manli  Supple- 
quâ,  collatis  epifcoporum  cum fuo  clero  conJiJUs"  fays  the  Tom.Vi.coi. '350! 
fynod,  "Jïatuantur  ea,  quœ  pro  communiori  totius  diœcejis 
bono  Jtatuenda  videbuntur,  et  caveatur,  ne,  quœ  benèjlatuta 
funt,  temerentur — and  then  it  proceeds  to  the  duties, 
more  efpecially,  of  protopresbyters  or  rural  ÎJeans  in  con- 
nexion with  this  convention  : — (iAd  fynodorum  diocefana- 
rum  fructum  uberiùs  ajfequendum  protoprcsbrjtcrt,yît^  ùccaru, 
quibus  id  potijjimè  incumbit,  ac  etiam  parochi  in  fud,  vel 
vicinâ  parochid  dijpiciant,  an  ii,  qui  curam  animarum  gerunt, 
rejideant,  et  follicite  fidelium  faluti  invigilent:  an  in  facra- 
mentis  fanctè  minij'trandis,  in  rudium,  ac  puerorum  ad  doc- 
trinam  Chriftianam  inftitutione,  cœterifque  officiis  curœ 
parocliialis  diligenterfe  prœjïent  ;  an  ecclefiœ fanctœ  tectœ Jint, 
obferventur,  ac  ornamentis,  et  facrâ  fuppeUectdi  congrue  in- 
Jîructœ  ;  an  ea,  quœ  in  fynodo  jwovinciali  décréta  funt, 
obferventur,  tarn  quoad  internum,  quàm  quoad  extern  uni 
ecclejîarum  Jiatum.  Inquirant,  an  populus  colat  dies  fejtos, 
et  frequens  conveniat  ad  divina  officia;  an  jejunia  obj'ervet 
Jtatutis  temporibus;  an  aliqui  Jint  facrilegi,  blafphemi,  ex- 
communicato, fchijmatici,  ac  demagiâ,  et  fuperftitione  fufpecti, 
eaque  omnia  ad  ordinarium  feripto  déférant  ante  fynodum 
diœcefanam,  ut  Us  opportune  malis  medeaturT  See  Van 
Efpen  Jur.  Ecclefiaji.  Univ.  Part  1.  Tit.  xvin.  pp.  106-7. 
— on  the  Milanefe  and  other  diocefan  fynods. 
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Conj}.  Synod. 
Epifcop.  Allre- 
bat.  AD. 

MCCCCI.V. 

Thomaffin.  V.  et 
NED.  Tom.  il. 
P.  il.  L.  m.  cap. 
i.xxv.  p.  79). 


Ant.  S t alula 
Sipmd.  Ecclef. 
JEduenJ.  Thif. 
Anecd.  T.  IV. 
c.  474. 


SS.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  il. 
p.  436-37. 


On  the  above  and  all  other  occafions  of  clerical 
gathering,  it  behoved  the  arcfrpricsts  or  ùcans  rural1  to 
wear  their  proper  canonical  veftments,  as  the  albe,  and 
jîole  or  fcarf- — "  decant  ©ïmsttanttatts  Jknctam  fynodum 
mirent  albis  et  Jïolis"  fays  the  council  of  Arras  (A.D. 
MccccLV.) — and  the  parochi  (according  to  the  Cologne2 
canons  of  A.D.  mcclxxx.)  were  to  wear  their  Juperpelli- 
cium  or  furplice  alone  ; — which  garb  the  fuperior  func- 
tionaries were  to  fee  duly  obferved  by  their  inferiors. 
Indeed,  it  was,  in  general  terms,  enacted  by  the  Jy  nodal 
Jlatutes  of  the  fee  of  Autun,  that  the  arcbprtests  mould 
be  attentive  to  the  habiliments  of  their  fubject  priefthood 
— that  they  were  fuitable  to  the  occafion — "  Caveant 
arcïjtprcsbytnt  ut  eorum  fubditi  veniant  ad  fynodum  in 
habitu  competently  The  Liber  Synodal  is  of  the  bilhopric 
of  Seez  (A.D.  mdxxiv.)  impofes  the  fame  garb  on  all, 
without  diftinction  of  grade — "Ut  eorum  quilibet  rejpectivè 
Jmbeant  et  déférant  unum  caputium  honejîum  cum  cornetâ, 


Provinc.  L.  HI. 
Tit.  i.  p.  118. 


gl.  in  v.  decentèr. 


gl.  in  v.  habitu 
clericali. 


Director.  Syno- 
dal. Archiep. 
Colon.  A.D. 

MDCLXII. 


(')  The  drefs  of  rural  DcanS  at  their  own  chapter-meet'nigs  is  elfewhere 
noticed.  It  was  alio  the  fubject  of  ecclefiaftical  regulation  on  ordinary 
occaiions — "  0?nnes  tccant  rurales  decentèr  incedant  in  habitu  clericali, 
et  cappis  claufis  utantur  :  " — where  Lyndwood  tells  us  decentèr  may 
refer  "  ad  formant,  longitudinem,  brevitatem,  Jlrictitudinem,  vel  ampli- 
tudinem  vejlium."  As  to  colour,  red  and  green  were  forbidden,  alfo 
ftripes  and  parti-colours.  But  we  have  not  information  enough  in  the 
glofs  upon  habitu  clericali,  to  attire  our  functionaries  e/c  to>v  trohaiv  iç 
rijv  Ke(pa\tjv  ; — and  therefore  we  leave  them  with  a  hope  that  they  neither 
drcfled  too  fmart  nor  too  mean — "  nec  nimis  fulgidis,  nec  nimis  fordidis 
vejlibus."  On  cappce  claufce  fee  before  ;  alfo  Macri  Hierolexlcon,  p.  121. 
in  v.  cappa;  p.  583.  in  v.Jlola;  p.  601.  in  v.  fuperpelliceum. 

(2)  J&uralcg  Ijccant  in  loco  fynodi  compareant  Jlolis  rubris  latioribus  " 
— fays  the  Synodal  Directory  of  the  archbifhop  of  Cologne,  A.D.  mdclxii. 


Sect.  III.] 


jènnoutcal  Unties. 


227 


tit )i /cam  talarem  ac  longam"  &c.  —  under  a  penalty  of 
forty  Turonefe  (hillings  for  difobedience.  The  fynod 
of  Tournay  (A.D.  mdlxxiv.)  adds:  "  Ut  jejuni  et  rafi 
fynodum  intrent,  ufque  ad  Jinem  permanjuri,  atque  audituri 
quidquid  in  eo  ftabilietur  et  conftituetur1."  And  the  fynod 
of  Lifieux  prohibits  "  Ne  tunc  per  ecclejiam  vagentur  aut 
ambulent,  nec  in  eâ  confabulcntur"  &c. 

Both  priefts  and  arcfjpu'ests  were  to  conduct  themfelves 
with  becoming  circumfpection  to  and  from  the  conven- 
tion, that  is,  going  and  returning  by  the  road  :  (fee  CC. 
Rotomag.  Provinc.  P.  n.  p.  78;  Prcecepta  îBecams,  &c); 
and  while  in  attendance  at  the  epifcopal  fee  within  the 
province  of  Rouen,  they  were  to  be  lodged  and  boarded 
at  the  palace  of  the  archbilliop  and  the  houfes  of  the 
prebendaries  ;  or  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  accommoda- 
tion, (which  had  been  long  difcontinued  in  the  year 
mdcxxviii.),  it  is  enacted,  "  Que  chacun  ÎJoynt/èra  élection 
d'  une  maifon  régulière,  pour  s  y  loger  avec  les  curez  de  fori 
ÏJopcntu,  et  y  prendre  fa  réfection."  But,  in  a  later  fynod 
of  the  year  mdcxci,  it  is  deemed  enough,  "  Quils  (les 


Décréta  Synod. 
Tornac.  p.59.iv. 


SS.  Rotom.Prov. 
P.  II.  p.  488. 
Synod.  Lexo- 
vienf. 

SS.'CC.  Tom. 
xix.  col.  288— 
298. 

H.  D.R.  Vol.  ii. 
Appendix. 
Parti.  S  VIII. 

I.  D.  of  Roueu. 


CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.124.  Statut,  x. 


Ejufd.  p.  153. 


(')  By  a  conciliar  order  of  the  fee  of  Arras  (A.D.  mcccclv.),  entitled 
"  De  contiunacid  non  venientium  ad  fynodum  vel  minus  débite  receden- 
tium  ab  eâdem  " — lieans  rural  are  enjoined  to  bring  with  them  to  the 
convention  the  Jynodal  conjtitutions  of  the  diocefe  ;  and,  before  leaving 
the  airembly,  to  exhibit  them  to  the  bifliop  or  his  reprefentative,  on  pain 
of  excommunication,  and  forfeiture  of  forty  (hillings  to  be  applied  to 
pious  ufes. 

By  the  precepts  addrelfed  to  the  ïieanô  of  the  province  of  Rouen 
{A.D.  MccxLV.),  they  are  bade  to  correct  their  Jynodal  in/lructions 
according  to  the  decrees  of  the  provincial  council,  and  to  fee  that  the 
copies  held  by  the  presbyters  are  corrected. 

Q2 


Conft.  Synodal. 
Epifcop.  Altre- 
bat.  A.D. 
MCCCCLV. 


CC.  Rotomag. 
Provinc.  1'.  II. 
p.  78. 
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See  Gibfon  on 
Vifitalion,  59, 
60,61. 


curez)  avertiront  le  boijcn  rural  des  logemens  qu'Us  auront 
choij's  dans  la  ville  pendant  le  Jijnode,  afin  qu  'il  puijje 
les  trouver  aisément,  en  cas  que  nous  ayons  hefoin  d'eux" 
fays  the  arehbifhop,  "pour  régler  les  affaires  de  leurs 
égîifes." 

The  ancient1  fynodical  honour  of  brans  rural  in  Eng- 
land is  fhared,  in  modern  days,  between  the  church- 
wardens on  the  one  fide,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
parochial  clergy,  termed  proctors,  on  the  other  ; — the 
former  being  the  grand  inqueft  upon  every  vifitation, 
the  teftes  fynodales  of  their  respective  parilhes,  bound  on 
oath  to  prefent  all  offenders  or  violators  of  the  laws  of 
the  church  ; — the  latter  (nominally)  reprefenting  the 
diftrict  clergy  in  convocation,  as  heretofore  the  rural 
beans  reprefented  them  in  provincial  and  epifcopal  fy- 
■  I  nods.  "While  the  cattjc&ral  beans  and  archdeacons  Hill 
keep  their  ancient  right  of  fitting  in  convocation,"  re- 
marks Kennett,  "  the  rural  brans  alone  have  been  forced 
to  give  place  to  an  arbitrary  election  of  two  only  for 
every  diocefe,  inftead  of  one  by  {landing  place  for  every 
bcancry." 

In  France,  however,  on  the  authority  of  Richard's 


quilies.  Vol.  II. 
p.  3G4. 


Direclioyis  to 
Churchwardens, 
9th  Edit.  p.  178. 
See  Freak'9 
Paper  in  the 
Appendix,  Nor- 
wich Documents, 
from  Strvpe. 


(')  Till  the  rebellion  (A.D.  mdcsli.),  we  are  told  by  Dean  Prideaux, 
"  diccefan  fynods  were  kept  up  in  the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  and  all  the 
clergy  of  the  diocefe  conftantly  met  at  them  every  year — that  is,  the 
clergy  of  Suffolk  at  Ipfwich,  and  the  clergy  of  Norfolk  at  Norwich.  In 
which  fynods  the  &can$  rural,  having-  prefented  whatfoever  they  had 
found  defective,  either  in  the  manners  and  duties  of  the  clergy,  or  in  the 
reparation  of  the  church,  chancel,  or  minifter's  houfe,  in  every  parifli, 
within  their  reflective  îicanricé,  care  was  thereon  taken  of  rectifying 
whatfoever  was  amifs  herein." 
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Analy/îs  of  the  Cornells,  rural  artljurtcsts  were  honoured  Anaiyfucc. 

i  n  .  .  Tom.  III.  p.  .36. 

not  long  mice  (during  the  eighteenth  century),  in  the  ex  fers.  Dai- 
archiepifcopal  fynod  of  Paris,  with  a  dignified  ftation  on 
the  left  of  the  archbifhop,  where  they  were  aflociated 
with  the  catfjctiral  ariljprtrsts.    And  in  the  diocefan 
fynods  of  Salzburg,  annually  held  throughout  the  pro-  Covft.  et  Décret. 
vince,  they  alfo  appeared  in  neceffary  connexion  with  burg,  c.  lxiv. 
bifhops,  or  their  reprefentative  commifTaries,  conftituting  ap  P 
local  church-conventions.    Nor  were  they  overlooked, 
according  to  Van  Efpen,  about  the  fame  time,  in  the  Jur.  Ecci.  Univ. 

&  i   .  P.  i.  T.  xvin. 

epifcopal  fynods  of  Belgium.  cm.  p.ios. 

In  fome  few  of  our  EnglilTi  diocefes,  wherein  the  office 
of  ïrean  rural  has  been  revived,  and  is  fuftained  with 
praifeworthy  alacrity  and  zeal — the  diocefans  co-operat- 
ing with  their  rural  delegates  in  rendering  the  difcharge 
of  the  tocanal  duties  as  efficient  as  poffible  to  church- 
difcipline — a  faint  imitation  of  the  epifcopal  fynod  of 
elder  times  has  been  introduced  with  the  belt  fuccefs. 
The  prelates  of  the  fees  alluded  to,  annually,  or  oftener 
if  occafion  require  it,  invite  the  iJeans  of  the  different 
îïcanrics  to  a  friendly  conference  at  their  refpective 
palaces  ;  and,  while  there  entertaining  them  as  welcome 
guefts  at  their  hofpitable  boards,  difcufs  with  them  the 
general  condition  of  the  ecclefiaftical  cantonments  of 
their  diocefes — receiving  from  the  hands  of  the  beans 
their  acta  vijltationis  (or  articles  of  vifitational  inquiry 
duly  filled  up),  prefentments,  &c,  and  advifing  with  them 
thereon — "  Ut  quœ  ex  ipforum  judicio  reformatione  opus  ss.  cc.  Tom. 

.  2  a      .      J  r  J  „         1         xix.  col.  1292. 

habere  compenentur,  communi  conjdio  emendentur.  huch 
is  the  ufage,  I  am  happy  to  fay,  of  the  diocefe  of  Sarum, 
commenced  and  zealoufly  fupported  by  the  venerable 
and  learned  Bifhop  Burgefs  ;  and  the  like,  I  believe, 
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obtains  in  the  diocefe  of  Winehefter — examples  of  pri- 
mitive practice  well  worthy  of  univerfal  imitation  \ 


(')  The  Reformatio  LL.  Ecclef.  would  have  reftored  the  ancient  epi- 
fcopal  fynods  in  each  diocefe  : — See  the  fection  "  De  ecclejiâ,  et  mini/Iris 
ejus,  illorumque  officiis."  "  Cap.  xix.  De  fynodo  cujuslibet  epifcopi  in 
Juâ  diœcefi."  This  and  the  four  following  chapters  contain  many  ufeful 
and  practicable  fuggeftions,  in  cafe  of  their  revival,  at  any  time,  by  the 
church  of  England.  The  time  of  the  annual  convention  was  to  have 
been  notified  by  the  bifliop  to  the  rural  clergy  by  the  inftrumentality  of 
the  rural  ticans — "  per  Uccanog  rurijparfos  "—  elfewhere  called  "  archt- 
pvc$t>gtm  rugticant,"  and  "  tccant  ruraleg."    See  cap.  v. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Supervision  of  the  Laity. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Prefatory  Arrangement. — Supervisai,  of  Laical  Offences. 

N  the  numerous,  I  fear,  wearifome  extracts, 
which  have  been  adduced  in  corroboration  of 
the  controverted  vijitational  duties  of  ÏJcans 
rural,  and  thofe  undifputed  ones,  which,  both 
in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent,  they  performed 
at  epifcopal  conventions,  many  items  of  their  perfonal 
functions  have  been  incidentally,  but  briefly,  touched 
upon. 

The  object  there  in  view  was  not  to  anticipate,  or 
fuperfede,  a  formal  clarification  of  individual  duties  in 
fubfequent  pages,  but  merely  to  illustrate  the  vifttatorial 
and.  jynodkal  capacities  of  the  officer, — not  to  particu- 
larize and  explain  every  item  of  perfonal  fervice,  but  fuch 
only  as  were  necefiarily  performed  at  vftation  and  fynod. 
A  large  number  have  reference  neither  to  the  one  nor  to 
the  other  occafion  ;  and  thefe  remain  entirely  unnoticed. 

The  canons  and  obfervations,  therefore,  now  and 
hereafter  to  follow,  propofe  to  fpeak  of  the  latter,  that  is, 
of  the  whole  range  of  perfonal  duties  in  detail  (faving 
vifttational  and  fynodical  attendance,  &c.) — whether  per- 
taining to  the  maintenance  of  church-difcipline  in  the 
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perfons  of  the  laity  or  the  clergy,  or  to  the  general  fup- 
port  of  external  decency  and  order  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
concerns  of  the  country. 

The  fnbjects  alluded  to  will,  collectively,  occupy  the 
;  remaining  fections  of  the  present  divifion — Part  iv.  ;  and 
!  will  be  diftributed  in  the  following  order  : — In  the  firjt 
fiction  we  mall  place  the  obligation  impofed  on  our  rural 
censors  of  fupervifing  the  parochial  laity — of  inquiring 
into,  and  fuppreffing,  all  laical  profanenefs  and  immora- 
lity— and  of  performing  certain  purgational,  exorcijiical, 
\  catechetical,  funereal,  and  tejtamentary  duties  towards 
lay-members  of  the  church.    To  the  fécond  head  (though, 
in  point  of  number  and  importance,  paramount)  we  mall 
Parochial  Ami-  affign  the  fervices  of  ïicans  rural  towards  the  parochial 

quittes,  Vol.  ir.  .  .    .  A  , 

p. 355.  clergy;   whose  manners   and  miniftrations  they  were 

more  efpecially  bound  "  to  infpect  and  cenfure."  LaJ'tly, 
we  lhall  confider,  under  as  many  feparate  fections  and 
chapters  as  the  great  variety  of  the  fubject-matter  may 
require,  the  refidue  of  the  perfonal  functions  of  c/cans 
rural — -thofe,  namely,  of  a  mixed  minifterial  character, 
bearing  both  on  the  clergy  and  their  flocks — which  were 
performed  by  ÎJcans  rural,  as  public  functionaries,  under 
the  authority  of  the  hierarchy,  for  the  general  fupport  of 
church-difcipline  and  good  order,  in  the  rural  diftricts 
of  each  diocefe. 

To  begin,  then,  with  the  parochial  laity — whom  the 
i  canonifts  in  general  confign  to  the  fupervifing  care  of 
jur.  Eccief.  fceans  rural — "  Bccant  rurales,"  fays  Van  Efpen,  "laicorum 
c.ir.  P.  30.  Juorum  dijtrictuum  mores  diligentèr  obfervent." — Not  only, 
Moian.  de  Ca-  obferves  Molanus,  in  his  gloffarial  remarks  on  the  fynodal 
e.  vin. pp.  158-9.  conftitution  u  ut  Jlngulœ  plèbes,  &c",  does  the  law  exact, 
"  Ut  arcfttpresbyteri  vifitent  pajtores  et  parochiales  ecclefias, 

 !  ;  


S.  IV.  C.  I.] 


jèupcrbtston  0{  tye  îlattg. 


233 


fed  etiam  ut  quales  oves  pajïores  habeant,  cognofcant  et  ad 
epifcopum  référant."    Over  all  the  inhabitants1  of  every  \  Parochial  Ana- 
village,  within  their  jurifdictions,  writes  Dr.  Kennett,  £"354?*  °'n" 
titans  rural  exercifed  a  general  infpection  and  fuperinten- 
dence  ;  and,  if  any  Chriftians  lived  in  any  open  and 
fcandalous  fin,  the  titans  were  bound  to  reprove  their 
offence,  and  admonifh  them  to  repent,  as  they  would 
anfwer  it  to  God  and  the  church.    This  power  was  J 
entrufted  to  them  in  their  perfonal  capacity,  independent 
altogether  of  their  chapters;  and  very  important  it  was 
in  preferving  the  peace,  and  afferting  the  difcipline  of 
the  church2. 

The  church,  by  her  canons,  interfered,  at  an  early  date,  Dr.  Fiew,  of 
in  fupport  of  ardu'presbrjttral  government  over  the  laity  Booke'v.  p'.'soz. 
— the  imperitum  vulgus  of  the  oft-cited  decretal  of  Pope 
Gregory  —  enacting  in  the  forty-fourth  canon  of  the 


(')  The  commiflion  of  the  pcrtogcuta:  and  wartljt  of  the  Eaft  extended 
to  the  laity  as  well  as  clergy.  They  equally  fupervifed  the  fpiritual  and 
moral  condition  of  all;  and  by  correption,  admonition,  and  encourage- 
ment, as  need  was,  helped  forward  the  falvation  of  all.  See  Balfamon's, 
Zonaras's,  and  Ariftenus's  gloffes  on  the  fifty-feventh  canon  of  the  coun-  H.D.R.  Vol.  11. 
cil  of  Laodicea,  in  Bifhop  Beveridge's  Pandects,  Vol.  i.  pp.  479-80  ;  and  APPendix- 
Priaulx's  Brief  Account  of  the  Office  of  33ean  Mural. 

(2)  The  following  anecdote  from  Pegge's  Biography  of  Bifhop  Great-    Pegge's  Life  of 
head  fliews  the  fact  of  their  interference  even  with  the  civil  authorities,  ss'^' 
where  the  latter  violated  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  its  rights,  and  pri- 
vileges.— "  Roger  de  Lexinton,  itinerant  juftice,  and  his  alfociates,  held 
pleas  of  blood  on  a  Sunday  at  Lincoln  (A.D.  mccxlvi.),  and  H.  the 
rural  fccan — ïiecanus  Œftrtettanttatig — told  them  '  it  was  a  thing  that 
ought  not  to  be  done  :  '  upon  which  they  gave  him  opprobrious  language,  I 
fliut  up  the  door  of  his  houfe,  and  feized  on  his  effects,  with  fome  lands  | 
which  he  held  in  truft  for  his  nieces,  and  fome  goods  of  his  relations, 
for  the  king's  ufe.    The  bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  when  he  heard  it,  wrote 
to  Lexinton,  obferving  to  him,  how  ftrange  it  was,  that  men  of  their 

refpectable 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
vi.  col.  646. 


council  of  Auxerre  (A.D.  dcclviii.)  "Si  quis  ex  Jtecula- 
ribus  injiitutionem  ant  common itionem  artfitpri'Sbyteri  fui, 
contumaciâ  faciente,  audire  dijhderit,  tamdià  à  liminibus 
fanctce  ecclefiœ  habeatur  extraneus,  qiiamdià  tàm  faJubrem 
injiitutionem  adimplere  non  Juduerit.  Infupèr  et  mulctam, 
quant  ghrio/J/imus  dominus  Reœ prœcepto  fuo  irtjUtuit,fuJli- 
neat."  And,  yet  farther  to  enforce  the  jurifdiction  of 
arcfiprtests  rural,  the  invefted  them  with  a  coercive  au- 
Thomaffin.  r.  e<  thority  over  the  perfons  of  lay-offenders — "Videat  arcfjt- 
p.n.  i,.i.  cv  presbntcr,"  fays  a  capitulary  of  the  year  dcccv,  "  ut  dili- 
gentijjimâ  examinatione  conjlringantur  ;  fed  tali  modérât  tone 
fiat  dijtrictio,  ne  vitam  perdant." 

On  the  abolition  of  the  crjoreptscopt  of  the  diocefe  of 
Meath,  and  the  tranfmutation  of  the  poorer  epifcopal 
fees  into  the  heads  of  rural  arcrjtprcsbytcratcs,  it  was 
ordered  by  Cardinal  Paparo  (A.D.  mclii.),  and  repeated 


cc.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  I.  p.  547. 


refpectable  characters  fliould  punifli  a  man  for  informing  them  of  what 
was  juft  and  right  ;  and  it  certainly  was  but  juft  and  right,  that  pleas  of 
blood  ought  not  to  be  held  on  a  Sunday  ;  fince  the  canons  directed  that 
the  day  {hould  be  kept  holy,  and  forbad  that  markets  lhould  be  held,  or 
pleas  profecuted,  or  any  perfon  be  adjudged  either  to  death  or  punifh- 
ment,  upon  it.  The  l)ean,  he  faid,  ought  therefore  to  have  been  com- 
mended by  them,  and  rewarded,  for  cautioning  them  againft  finning, 
rather  than  puniflied  ;  and  would  have  been  culpable  hiinfelf,  if  he  had 
not  apprized  them  of  their  fault.  His  lordfliip,  in  the  conclufion,  be- 
feeches  and  intreats  them  to  have  regard  to  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,  if 
they  were  defirous  of  being  true  and  obedient  fons  of  Chrift  the  legillator, 
and  his  fpoufe  the  church  ;  and,  if  the  matters  reported  to  him  were 
true,  that  they  would  redrefs  them  ;  remembering,  that,  fuppofing  the 
l)«an  had  given  them  offence,  it  was  not  their  bulinefs  to  punifli  him, 
fince,  according  to  the  law  of  God  and  the  canons,  the  perfonal  faults 
of  clergymen  are  not  to  be  animadverted  on  or  punifhed  by  fecular 
judges  ;  nor  would  the  church  ever  fuffer  ecclefiaftical  liberty  to  be  fo 
injured  and  infulted." 
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by  Bifhop  Rochfort  (J.D.  mccxvi.) — "Ut  ardjtprEsbritnt 

de  futuro  injlituendi  non  folùm  perpétuant  et  perfonalem 
rejïdentiam  faciant,  verùm  etiam  clevi  et  populi  in  fra  limites 
fuorurn  bccanatuum  follicitudinem  gérant."  A  few  years 
later,  in  the  diocefe  of  Clermont,  the  flrcfjprcsfnjters  were 
charged  to  inquire  in  their  perfonal  visitations  "fummariè 
de  omnibus  notoriis  ;  et  Jî  quid  ejî  quod  fcandalum  genevet 
ibidem  in  populo,  Jive  clero  &c." 

To  aid  îïcans  rural  in  obtaining  information  of  offences 
committed  by  the  laity  within  their  precincts,  the  clergy 
themfelves  are  commanded  by  the  fynod  of  Saintes  (A.  D. 
mcclxxx.)  to  lay  all  grave  faults  before  the  ïtraît  of  their 
diftrict  ;  that  he,  again,  may  certify  the  archdeacon,  or 
bifhop,  of  the  fame — "Peccata  notoria  de  quibus  fcandalum 
in  populo  generatur,  jignificent  facerdotes  ÏJEcano,  et  ùccaruts 
archidiacono,  vel  epifcopo  :  nifi  forte  per  eos  fint  fopita  : — 
timentes  ne  pœnam  incurvant,  fi  pev  alios  fcandalum  defe- 
ratur  :" — if  the  bifhop  became  acquainted  with  offences 
from  any  other  than  the  appointed  legitimate  fource, 
the  negligent  parties  were  to  be  fubjected  to  canonical 
punifhment. 

On  no  account  were  the  îieans,  in  their  infpectional 
and  correctional  capacity,  to  accept  any  pecuniary  com- 
pofition  for  crimes  amenable  to  their  jurifdiction  ;  either 
for  the  concealment  and  fupprefïion  of  them,  or  for 
inflicting  lefs  feverity  of  punifhment  on  the  criminals 
than  their  tranfgreffions  merited, — and  this  on  penalty 
of  grave  punifhment  and  removal  from  office.  Such  was 
the  decree  of  Walter  de  Cantilupe,  bifhop  of  Worcefter 
(A.D.  mccxl.)  : — "Nee  îïecam  pecuniam  recipiant  pro  cri- 
minibus  celandis,  et  omninb  fupprimendis,  vel  remijjws  pu- 
niendis.    Quod  fi  ÏJEcant  fecerint,  ab  qfficiis  amoti,  gvaviùs 


S  S.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  319. 
can.  viir. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XIV.  col.  714. 


CC.  M  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  671. 
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Brown's  Fafci- 
culus  Rerum, 
p.  423. 


J.  De  Athon, 
Lyndwood,  Bar- 
bofa,  aliique. 


Giblbn's  Codex 
l.E.A.  Tit.XLii. 
cap.vi.  can.cix. 
p.  964. 


puniantur."  Nor  were  their  apparitors,  if  guilty,  al- 
lowed to  go  unpunithed  :  —  u  Apparitores  etiam  ïïccano- 
vum,  fi  crimina  celaverint,  per  officiaient  epifcopi  graviter 
puniantur." 

Again,  in  the  Ratisbon  conftitution  of  Cardinal  Cam- 
pegio  for  the  reformation  of  ecclefiaftical  abufes  {A.D. 
mdxxiv.),  the  îïcans  are  charged  not  to  connive  at  crimes 
that  ought  to  be  denounced,  not  to  wink  at  violations 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  cardinal,  "  ob  pecuniam  ultrd 
oblatam,  ant  alterius  rei  gratia,  fed  potiàs  ad  pœnas  de  jure 
vel  confuetudine  débitas  contra  delinquentes,  pro  delicti 
qualitate  et  officii  fui  débite  procédant,  &c." 

But  what  were  the  offences  againft  religion  and  mora- 
lity, on  the  part  of  the  laity,  which  conciliar  law  placed 
under  the  furveillance  of  our  rural  ccclcstasttcs,  and 
commanded  them  thus  honeftly  and  refolutely  to  de- 
nounce ? — All  tranfgreffions  without  exception  were 
fubject,  according  to  the  canonifts,  to  their  cognitional 
jurifdiction,  though  not  to  their  correctional  cenfure  : — 
fee  ©ajutular  functions,  Party.  §  n.  chap.  iv. 

To  the  queftion — ■  What  offences  were  fo  fubject  ?  no 
better  reply  can  be  made,  than  that  they  were  the  fame, 
for  the  moft  part,  as  the  crimes  and  perfons  to  be  parti- 
cularly prefented  by  the  ceditui  or  œconomi  of  modern  days, 
at  epifcopal  and  archidiaconal  vifitation-courts.  Thefe, 
according  to  the  Canons  and  Conjtitutions  of  the  church 
of  England  {A.D.  mdciii.),  are,  adultery,  whoredom,  incejï, 
drunhennefs, /wearing,  ribaldry,  ufury,  and  other  uncleannefs 
and  tvickednefs  of  life; — which  are  enumerated  as  vices 
which  churchwardens,  quejtmen,  or  fynod-men  (vulgarly 
called  Jidefmen),  are  faithfully  to  prefent  to  their  ordi- 
naries.   And  in  the  preceding  canons  of  A.  D.  mdlxxi, 
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we  have  u  adulter  os,  for  nicarios,  incejîos,  ebr  infos,  juratores, 
lennnes,  vfurarios,  &c."  pointed  out  as  perfons  ripe  for 
the  church's  cenfure. 

Of  fuch  offences  and  offenders,  and  many  more  than 
are  named  in  either  of  the  quoted  tables,  titans  rural 
heretofore  took  cognifance,  as  the  extracts  already  ad- 
duced under  the  heads  of  vifttational  and  fynndiccd  duties, 
and  the  after-cited  canons  of  foreign  and  domeftic  coun- 
cils abundantly  demonftrate.    Like  the  churchwardens, 
too,  the  fceans  were  concerned  in  fupporting  the  outward 
fanctity  and  reft  of  the  Lord's-day  ;  and — yet  farther — 
in  granting  difpenfations  from  the  ftrict  letter  of  the 
law,  when  circumftances  rendered  it  neceffary  to  depart 
from  its  rigid  obfervance — a  power  never  entrufted  to 
the  lay-guardians  of  the  church. 

The  Canons  and  Conftitutions,  by  which  our  church 
is  now  regulated,  were  framed  from  elder  codes,  in  the 
yearMDcin.;  at  which  time  the  ruri-&ctanal  office  (for  all 
ufeful  purpofes  of  fpiritual  government)  was  virtually 
non-exiftent  in  England.    So  that  the  lay-wardens  of 
the  church — the  fucceflbrs  of  the  older  tej'tes  fynodalcs — 
and  the  parochial  clergy,  were  the  only  local  helpmates 
of  the  hierarchy  in  fuftaining  the  good  manners  and 
religious  obfervances  of  the  people  —  the  only  remaining 

nvnric  cif  PYnirino'  HtPpi  nil  tip      TV)  tlipip  wpurlprm  tliprp- 

fore,  and  their  fpiritual  head,  the  incumbent  paftor  of 
each  village,  was  configned  by  the  bifhop  and  arch- 
deacon, under  the  fanction  of  the  canons  referred  to1, 

Liber  Canon  it  m 
Pe  .E.lituis,  29. 
Sparrow's  Col- 
lection. 

(')  But  with  this  difference — the  wardens  and  paftor  could  only  pre- 
fent  to  the  bifhop  or  archdeacon.    They  had  no  power  of  correcting  by 
tliemfelves  ;  whereas  the  ïlcanS  were  capacitated  to  correct,  under  certain 
limitations. 
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the  charge,  once  principally  exercifed  by  beans  rural,  of 
"  obferving  the  behaviour  of  the  parifhioners  concerning 
fuch  faults  as  belong  to  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction." 

The  canons  of  King  James  I.  took  no  meafures  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  then  antiquated  office  of  rural 
Parochial  Ami-  ïican.    It  is  not  mentioned  nor  alluded  to,  in  his  code. 

quittes,  Vol.  II.  ,  .  m 

p.  369.  The  previous  permiffion  (for  it  did  not  amount  to  a 

Atterbury's  1  tit      i  i 

charge  to  the^  command)  oi  the  Elizabethan  canon  to  appoint  to  the 
nqfs,  MDccvnx.  office  had  been  difregarded  in  almoft  all  the  diocefes  of 
the  kingdom.  And  the  earlier  and  more  copious  canon 
of  the  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclejlq/iicarum  on  the  fubject 
had  never  been  other  than  a  dead  letter,  from  its  firft 
enactment. 

But  our  felections  have  to  do  with  other  times,  and 
other  countries — with  the  furveillance  of  laical  tranfgref- 
fwns,  at  a  period  when  fuch  " corruptelce  morum"  received 
little  or  no  lhare  of  the  churchwardens'  attention  ;  and 
in  countries  where,  perhaps,  no  like  officers  exifted,  or, 
if  exiftent,  were  inefficient — where  beans  rural,  therefore, 
were  functionaries  of  neceffary  and  grave  importance. 

To  fuch  laical  faults,  then,  as  are  particularized  in 
the  fynods  of  the  day,  and  made  fubject  to  ÏJecanal  cen- 
fure  or  delation,  we  proceed — premifing,  that1,  of  the 
more  grave  and  incorrigible  offences  the  tfeans  were 
bearers  of  information,  by  prefentment,  to  the  diocefan 


(')  This  ftatement,  perhaps,  may  need  qualification.  The  ufages  of 
different  diocefes  varied  fo  much  in  refpect  of  ruri-ûccanal  power,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  fpecify  exactly  its  limits.  In  fome  diocefes  it  was  far  more 
extenfive  than  in  others.  In  fome  the  ucattS  had  no  judicial  faculty,  but 
reported  every  thing  to  the  bifhop  : — in  others,  their  local  authority  was 
prefcriptive  and  independent,  and  extended  to  all  laical  faults. 
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fynod; — of  the  lighter  immoralities  they  took  cogni- 
fance,  and  attempted  correction,  in  their  own  fcantfes  :  I  cc.m. 
— "  Corruptelas  morum  in  populo  reformate  jîudeant"  fays 
the  bifhop  of  Meath  (A.D.  mccxvi.),  "et Ji  quas  abjïergere 
nequeant,  ad fynodum  diœcefanam  référant,  ut  de  Us  emen- 
dandis  cum  conjîlio  cleri  deliberari  pojfit."    Can.  iv. 

If,  in  the  exercife  of  their  perjbnal  jurifdiction,  they 
had  not  fufficient  influence  over  laical  tranfgrejjions  and 
tranfgrejfors,  to  effect  the  amendment  required,  they 
had  a  farther  refource  in  the  power  vefted  in  them,  of 
calling  together  their  capitular  afibciates,  the  rural  clergy 
of  the  diftrict,  and  conftituting  local  courts  of  Cfjn's- 
tt'anttrj  ;  wherein  they  could  inflict,  by  judicial  proctfs, 
within  certain  limits,  condign  punifhment  on  obftinate 
offenders.  If  all  their  efforts  failed,  perjonal  and  capi- 
tular, then  they  had  recourfe  to  the  ordinary  and  his 
confiftory.    But  more  of  this  anon. 


B.  et  II. 
p.  547. 


Dr.  Field  of  the 
Church,  Booke 
v.  p.  508. 


The  felections  below  made,  in  illuftration  of  the  fpe- 
cific  vices  and  impieties  of  the  laity,  fubjected  to  the 
fupervifal  of  beans  rural,  are  not  the  whole  that  might 
have  been  brought  together  under  this  head.  I  have 
not  thought  it  neceffary  to  repeat  what  have  been  elfe- 
where  noticed,  fave  in  a  few  inftances.  Nor  have  I 
attempted  to  clajjify  the  breaches  made  by  the  laity  in 
the  difcipline  of  the  church— the  offences  againft  reli- 
gion and  morals,  which  the  beans  were  to  fupervife  and 
heal.  The  canons,  inhibitions,  and  injunctions,  perti- 
nent thereto,  are  quoted  in  the  bulk,  (various  and  imme- 
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CC.  Rotomag. 
Provinc.  P.  I. 
p.  37. 


Conjl.  Synod. 
Ep'ifc.  Attrebat. 
4to. 


Ejufdem,  De 
vitâ  et  hone/late 
Clericorum, 

W.D.MCCCCLV. 


Brown's  Fafci- 
culus  Rerum, 
Vol.  II.  p.  382. 


thodical  as  the  fequence  of  their  enactments  may  be), 
and  are  arranged,  for  the  moft  part,  according  to  their 
dates  alone — no  other  plan  feeming  equally  feafible. 
They  relate,  however,  we  may  fay,  in  general,  to  the 
lives  and  converfation  of  the  laity. 

By  a  decree  of  the  provincial  council  of  Normandy 
{cir  citer  A.D.  dcccc),  it  is  enacted,  "Ut  incejluofi,  necnbn 
et  adulteri,  qui  feparantnr  à  presbyteris,  ipfts  locis  et  major 
et  ïiccanus  illorum  habeant  providentiam,  ne  iterùm,  in- 
Jtigante  diabolo,  conjungi  pojjint." 

By  the  canon  "de  Sacramento  Matrimonii,"  of  the 
f if  nodal  constitutions  of  the  fee  of  Arras  {A.D.  mccclxxv.), 
the  îïcans  are  ordered  to  tranfmit  the  names  of  all  adul- 
terers to  the  bifhop's  court,  within  a  month  "  à  die  noti- 
tice."  And  in  the  fame  diocefe  (A.D.  mcccclv.),  the  fol- 
lowing conftitution  appears  againft  laical  laxities  : — 
.  .  .  .  "  IB  team's  et  eoriim  loca  tenentïbits  J'ub  pœnâ  excom- 
municationis  prœcipimus  et  mandamus,  quod  moneant  etiam 
laicos  parochianos  publiée  in  ecclefiâ  auctoritate  nojlrâ, 
quod  nullus  etiam  laicus  teneat  in  domo  fuâ  boullam1  feu 
ludum  taxillorum  ;  nec  recipiat  in  domo  fuâ  ribaldos  nec 
meretrices,  cum  ex  talibus  plura  feandala  fœpè  necnbn  piacula 
folent  evenire.  Alioquin  trima  monitione  fc  publiée  facta, 
dictos  laicos  talem  domum  tenentes,  et  prœmijfas  viles  per- 
forms frequenter  recipientes,  diebus  dominicis  et  fejlivis  ex- 
communicatos  denuncient." 

During  the  preceding  century,  Bifhop  GrofTetefte  of 
Lincoln  complains,  in  a  letter  to  his  archdeacon,  of 


(')  Boula — aleatorium,  tabularum  ludus,  ut  opinor.  Carpentier  in 
Append.  Tom.  i.  col.  613.  Taxilli — lujbriœ  tefferce,  Gall.  Déz.  Can. 
pentier  in  Append.  Tom.  il  col.  966. 
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See  Spelman 
Gtoff.  Arch,  in 
v.Scotala,  p.506. 


the  laity  celebrating  drinking-bouts,  termed  fcotales  — 
"Faciunt,  ut  audivimus,  laici fcotales;" — which  ought  not  to 
be,  and  could  not  be,  the  good  prelate  adds,  if  the  ïrcans 
rural  and  bedels  were  duly  watchful  to  prevent  fuch 
immoralities.  Wherefore,  he  charges  the  archdeacon, 
by  the  inftrumentality  of  the  fore-mentioned  affiftants, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  fuch  alejhots,  forbidden  [ports,  "et 
cohabitationem  Chrijtianorum  cum  Judœis  quantum  pojjibile 
ejl,  impedire" 

The  ftatutes  of  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Ypres  (A.  D.  j  %a<-  sunod- 

J  1     .  I  D'à*-  Yprenf. 

mdlxxvii.)  are  copioufly  furnillied  with  mftructions  for  I  Tit.  vu.  c.  xn. 
tecanal  fupervifion  of  the  people  at  large  : — "  Non  tantàm  j 
presbyter  is  et  clericis  bccanos  prœfici  intelligimus,  fed  et\ 
univerfo  populo,  Sçc" — "  De  excejjibus  publicis,  et  quorum- 
cunque  incolarum  fuorum  îïtcanatuum  fcandalofâ  vita;  de 
blafphemiis  in  Deum  et  fanctos  ;   de  fifpicione  hœrejïs, 
necnon  de  pugnis  in  loco  facro  commi//is,  et  aids  quibuf- 
cunque  fcandalofis  factis  ;  ntpote  de  publicis  adulteriis  et 
fortilegiis,  &ccam  fe  per  tejles  ad  hoc  evocandos,  aut  alias 
fufficientèr  informari  curent  :  atque  informatione  habita,  ut 
corrigantur,  nos  ulteriùs  informent.     Sint  etiam  folliciti, 
ut  illorum,  qui  ex  illegitimo  concubitu  nafcuntur,  parentes 
innotefcant  :  ne  ignorantèr  poftmodùm  per  aliquos  in  gradu 
prohibito  matrimonium  contrahatur  ;  et  etiam  ne  hujufmodi 
delicta  impunita  maneant,  et  impunitas  ipfis  continuandi  in 
peccato  occafionem  prœbeat  :  mulieres  tamen  fornicarias  poji 
partum,  facta  de  his  inquifitione,  et  expleto  tempore,  ad  pur i- 
ficationem  abfque  alia  contradictione  admittant,  feu  per  fuos 
pajlores  admitti  curent." 

The  projected  Reformatio  LL.  Ecclef.  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI., 
impofes  on  the  arcfttprfsbrjter  utsttcanus  extenfive  perfonal 


Reformatio  Le- 
gum  Ecclef. 
c.  V.  p.  95. 


VOL.  I. 
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Ley's  Doubts, 
&c.  p.  50. 


See  Appendix 
to  H  D.  R. 
Vol.  n.  Diocefe 
of  Chei'ter,  Pa- 
tents, &c. 


duties  among  the  laity  of  his  diftrict,  in  fupport  of  reli- 
gion and  morals  : — "  De  idolatris  et  hœreticis,  de  jimo- 
niacis,  de  lenonïbus  et  meretricibus,  de  adulter  is  et  fornica- 
toribus,  de  Us  qui  duas  uxor  es  Jimul  habent,  atque  maritos 
duos,  de  magis  et  veneficis,  de  calumniatoribus  et  blafphemis, 
de  fodomiticis  et  ebriojis,  de  ultimarwm  voluntatum  corrup- 
telis  et  perjuriis,  de  hijunctionum  aut  nojlrarum  aut  epi- 
fcopi  violatoribus,  inquirat.  Et  vocandi  ad  fe,  examinandi 
horum  fcelerum  fafpeetos  autJioritatem  habeat.  Omnem  ac- 
cufationis  ortum,  Jive  per  famam  publicum,  Jive  defer entium 
tejlimoriio  probatum,  vel fufpectum,  epifcopo  aut  ejus  loci  ordi- 
nario  infra  decern  dies  in  fcriptis prodet.  Qui  autem  venire 
ad  eum  recufaverit,  per  apparitorem  vocatus,  tanquam  con- 
tumax  cenfebitur"  &c.  &c. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  fays  the  doubtful  paftor  of 
Great  Budworth  before  quoted,  "  The  bennes  for  many 
yeares  paft  have  had  a  great  part  of  epifcopall  jurifdic- 
tion  fhared  among  them  ;  and  this  by  patent  for  lives  or 
yeares  from  the  bithops,  allowing  fometimes  larger, 
fometimes  leffe  authority  unto  them  :  fome  have  had 
power  to  cenfure  all  offenders,  and  offences  of  the  laity  ; 
the  crimes  of  inceft  and  adultery  alone  excepted.  And 
fome  have  beene  limited  to  the  correction  of  fome  few 
faultes  fpecified  in  their  patents — crimina  et  excejfus  quo- 
rumcunque  laicorum,  criminibus  adulterii  et  incejîûs  tantum- 
modô  exceptis." 


To  check  the  loofe  habits  of  young  perfons,  male  and 
Synod.  Mechun.  female,  in  frequenting  taverns  and  houfes  of  evil  fame, 
p.451.  '  °ap"  |on  Sundays  and  holy  days,  the  Belgian  fynods  of  the 
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feventeenth  century  pafled  many  inhibitory  canons, 
ftrongly  and  pointedly  reprobating  fuch  grofs  immora- 
lities, and  inciting  the  rural  arcïjpriests  to  increafed  vigi- 
lance and  activity,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  them. 

Little  benefit,  however,  having  been  derived,  as  it 
appears,  from  mere  canonical  prohibition  and  condem- 
nation, though  backed  by  a  paftoral  letter  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Malines,  and  enforced  by  a  royal  edict  ;  nay 
rather,  licentious  revelries  of  all  kinds,  with  their  con- 
comitants of  drunkennefs  and  proftitution,  having  in- 
creafed, the  metropolitan,  at  length,  addreffed  circulars 
to  all  his  rural  fccans,  and  through  them  to  the  parochial 
clergy  of  the  province,  to  this  effect  : — "  .  .  .  .  Ut  dictos 
publicos  inobedientes  habeant  tanquàm  peccatores  publicos, 
et  ad  facramenta  non  admittant,  aj/ijtentiamque  /nam  iis 
denegent  turn  in  fponfalibus,  turn  in  matrimoniis,  donee 
publicum  fcandalum  reparârint  :"  and  particularly  ad- 
dreiïîng  himfelf  to  the  arcïjprcsuntcrs  rural,  he  defires,  in 
the  conclufion  of  his  epiftle,  "  Ut  3H.£T.  in  fuis  vifita- 
tionibus  circa  excejfus  ijtos  et  vefperarum  ac  catechifmi 
omijjiones  diligenter  inquirant:"  and  then,  referring  to 
his  paftoral  letter  to  the  clergy — "  contra  conventicula  mnummtum 
juvenum  et  pueUarum  " — he  earneftly  enjoins  the  prieft-  No.™iT'p.452. 
hood  to  certify  him,  u per  reverendos  dominos  ÏJccanos 
ruralts,"  of  any  improvement  that  may  fubfequently 
enfue  in  the  difcipline  of  the  diocefe  within  their 
knowledge. 


With  the  afliftance  of  the  parochial  incumbents,  the  Van  Efpen  Jur. 

.  .  pi  il      -  t>\  Ecclef.  Univ. 

Deans  oi  Belgium  were  bound  to  lee  that  the  duties  01  p.  h.  tu.  xvn. 
the  Lords-day  were  ftrictly  attended  to  by  the  laity,  U'.vi'p.'454.' 
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and  that  no  tradefmen,  artificers,  or  labourers  in  agri- 
culture1, followed  their  worldly  callings  on  that  day,  or 
on  feftivals,  without  urgent  need  ; — for  which  a  difpen- 
iation  was  to  be  granted  by  the  ïican  of  ©ïmsttarutr»,  of 
the  diftrict,  or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the  parochial  minifter. 
To  this  purport  the  fynod  of  Cambray  declares  :  "  Lici- 
tum  non  effe  molitoribus,  braxatoribns,  lanionibus,  et  pifto- 
ribus  fua  opificia  diebus  fejtis  eocercere,  ni/î  ob  notabUem 
necejjitatem  determinatam  per  officiaient  et  magiftratum  loci, 
de  confilio  ticcaru  (ffïjusttarutatts,  aut  in  ejus  abjentiâ,paftoris 
loci." 

But,  fubfequently,  the  civil  magiftrate  ufurped  the 
privilege  of  the  ecclefiaftic,  of  granting  difpenfations  to 
husbandmen  ;  and  abufes  enfued.  Wherefore,  in  a  con- 
vention of  the  rural  litans  of  the  archdiocefe  of  Malines 
(A.D.  MccLxin.),  held  under  the  archbifhop,  it  was  de- 
creed: "Ad  evitandum  abufunt  quo  in  aliquibus  locis  bal- 
livi  et  qfficiarii  laid  pro  certo  pretio  permittunt  inconfulto 
ordinario,  arcfjiprcsrjrjtero,  vel  ejus  deputato,  quod  diebus 
fejtivis  et  prohibais  rujtici  arare  pojjint  et  carrucare,  arrïjt'= 

j~  ».  L  ;  o  1 1  \  i  i  i    lliJC/lv    VJ I  IV    IWli    VllI/v    i/l  tclttLtto     ULllllLloj    CW/ U/t/vvtvvm 

que  jignijicari  dictis  rujticis,  eos  per  ftmilem  licentiam  non 

Sparrow's  Col- 
lection of  Ar- 
ticles, pp.  8.fi8. 

Virgil.  Géorgie. 
1.268. 

 —  ■  

(')  By  the  Injunctions  of  King  Edward  VI.  (A.D.  mdxlvii.),  repealed 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  {A.D.  mdlix.),  it  is  enacted  :  "  All  parfons,  vicars, 
and  curates  fliall  teach  and  declare  unto  their  pariihioners,  that  they 
may  with  a  fafe  and  quiet  confeience,  in  the  time  of  harveft,  labour  upon 
the  holy  and  feftival  dayes,  and  fave  that  thing  which  God  hath  fent. 
And  if  for  any  fcrupulolity,  or  grudge  of  confeience,  men  mould  fuper- 
ftitioufly  abftain  from  working  upon  thofe  dayes,  that  then  they  fhould 
grievoufiy  offend  and  difpleafe  God." — For  this  licence,  however,  I  can 
quote  no  authority  fave  that  of  the  heathen  poet  ! 

"  Quippe  etiam  feftis  quœdam  exercere  diebus 

"  Fas  et  jura  finunt  &c."  
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evafuros  correction  em  judicis  eccleftajîici  ;  et  fi  id  ipfum  non 
Jufficiat,  aut  taies  ballivi  non  dejîjîant,  tranfcribent  ordinario, 
aut  vicariatui,  aut  qfficiali,  ut  defupèr  provideatur  ;  interim 
non  impeditur  rufticus,  qui  ab  arcbi'prrsbrjtcro,  vel  paftore, 
di/penfationem  obtinuerit,  ijtum  battivum  vel  officiarium  dictœ 
dijpen/ationis  certiorem  reddere." 

The  occafion  on  which  the  ïicans  were  ufually  called 
on  to  grant  thefe  difpenfations  in  country  diftricts,  was 
harveft-time — for  collecting  the  fruits  of  the  earth — 
when  either  an  invading  army  was  likely  to  deftroy 
them,  or  an  unfavourable  ftate  of  weather  neceiïîtated 
difpatch  : — then  the  be  ans  might  difpenfe  with  the  ftrict 
letter  of  the  law — "  Ne  occajione  momenti  pereat  commo- 
ditas  cœlejii  provifione  conceffa"  Of  the  pure  neceffity 
of  the  cafe,  the  civil  magiflrate,  it  feems,  was  the  fole 
judge,  according  to  the  interpretation  of  Zypaeus  (de 
Feriis,  N°.  iv.)  ;  but  of  the  obligation  of  the  precept  of 
the  decalogue  or  church,  the  arcijpresbgter  rural  alone,  or 
the  incumbent  paftor,  in  the  abfence  of  his  fuperior. 


Zypai  Notit. 
Jur.  Belgic.  de 
Feriis,  No.  IV. 


A  few  more  laical  breaches  of  church-difcipline  re- 
main, to  which  the  attention  of  our  rural  censors  was 
folicited.  Of  this  number  was  ufury — a  vice  ftill  pre- 
fentable  by  churchwardens  in  England,  and  of  old 
feverely  animadverted  on  by  their  fuperiors,  the  beans 
of  GDfousttant'ty.  Even  where  the  temporal  power  takes 
notice  of  vfurious  tranfactions,  we  are  told,  there  is 
always  a  refervation  to  the  fpiritual  jurifdiction  of  its 
right  to  punilh  the  fame  by  "  the  correction  of  the  fouls  " 
of  ufurers.  Accordingly,  we  find,  the  fynodal  constitu- 
tions of  the  fee  of  Arras  (A.D.  mcccclv.),  in  a  canon 
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Syiind.  Bajoc. 
can.  LXXXVII. 


" de  ujuris  et  ufurariis  contractants"  Itrictly  forbidding 
all  iif u various  trafficking,  and  commanding  the  titans 
rural  of  the  diocefe  to  give  publicity  to  the  interdict 
of  the  church  againft  fuch  as  are  guilty  of  it,  with  their 
wives  and  families  ;  becaufe  "  ufurarum  vorago  devorat 
et  exhaurit  damnabilitfr  facultates" — And  in  the  diocefe 
of  Salzburg  {A.D.  mdlxix.),  the  tfearts  are  ordered  to 
inhibit  Chriftian  burial  to  all  perfons  who  had  been 
guilty,  during  life,  of  ujurious  exaction. 


The  abufe  of  Apojtolical  Letters  by  the  rural  laity  was 
another  grave  offence  cognifable  by  the  îïcans  of  tfje 
countrrj.  By  a  decree  of  the  church  of  Arras  "  de  abufo- 
ribus"  the  tffans  are  charged  to  declare  excommuni- 
cate, once  at  leaft  in  every  fifteen  days,  all  "  abufores 
litterarum  apojtolkarum  quarumcunque,  feu  legatorum  feu 
fubdelegatorum  &c." — By  another,  "de  iwrtitoribus  lite- 
rarum" — all  persons  mal-treating  the  bearers  of  fuch 
letters  are  fubjected  to  iïccanal  monition  ;  and,  on  their 
not  making  amends  for  injuries  committed,  to  peremp- 
tory excommunication.  So  great  was  the  guilt  of  mal- 
treating papal  bulles,  that  the  offence  was  excommuni- 
cation ipfo  facto  ;  from  which  the  Pope  alone  could 
abfolve,  as  we  learn  from  the  metrical  catalogue  of 
excommunicable  crimes  of  the  fynod  of  Bayeux  :  —  "  Si 

male  de  bulla  papœ  tractaveris  ullâ  Pontificem 

quœras." 


Décréta  Synod. 
Dicec.  Antverp. 
p.  228. 


By  a  decree  of  the  diocefan  fynod  of  Antwerp  {A.D. 
mdcx.),  under  Miraeus,  every  female  practitioner  of  the 
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obftetrical  art  is  charged  to  appear  before  the  titan  of 
Cfjrtstfam'tg,  "  ut  ab  eo  examinetur  an  fciat  fubjlantialia 
facramenti  baptifmi,  et  faciat  profeffionem  fidei  integram, 
promittatque  fe  denuntiaturam  paftori  parodiiez  eos  qui 
ultra  tertium  diem  baptijmum  infantum  differunt,  et  eos, 
qui  ab  hœreticis  infantes  baptizari  curant,  aut  permittunt." 
And  by  a  ft/nodal  ftatute  of  the  diocefe  of  Ypres  (A.D.  statuta  Diœc. 

J       j<j  u  i  \  YprenJ.  c.  xvir. 

mdcxxix.),  all  midwives  who  had  not  taken  the  canonical 
oath,  appointed  for  perfons  of  their  order  or  faculty, 
are  to  be  diligently  fought  for  by  the  local  Ùeans,  and 
prefented  at  the  bilhop's  court. 


248 


personal  functions. 


[Part  IV. 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  355. 

Antiquities  of 
Canterbury, 

P.  r.  p.  176. 


Lyndwood, 
Prov.  L.  v. 
T.XIV.  p.  313. 


Provincial,  loco 
citato. 


Hiftorical  and 
Political  Dif- 
courfe,  &c. 
chap,  xxxvii. 
p.  56. 


CHAPTER  II. 


PURGATIONAL  DUTIES. 


P  any  laymen  ftood  accufed  of  incontinence, 
or  other  grievous  crime,  in  any  fpiritual 
court,  the  tonns,  "  for  their  wifdom  and  fide- 
lity," and  "  for  the  eafe  and  benefit  of  the 
fubject,"  were  entrufted  to  take  their  purgation1,  ("  a 
thing  warranted,"  in  Somner's  words,  "  if  not  required 
by  the  provincial  conftitution  Item  licet  &c,  '  De  purga- 
tione  canonica')  ;" — that  is,  explains  Kennett,  "to  let 
the  fufpected  perfons  clear  themfelves,  either  by  their 
own  oath,  or  the  oaths  of  credible  compurgators'1"  (who 
fwore  that  they  believed  what  the  accufed  fwore  was 
true,)  and  "  fo  to  vindicate  their  innocence,  and  flop  the 
profecution  :" — which  purgation,  doubtless,  in  laical  as 


('  )  The  learned  author  of  Parochial  Antiquities  introduces  this  branch 
of  tjctanal  duty  at  the  place  we  here  allot  to  it,  after  the  fupervifion  of 
the  conduct  of  the  laity.  But  we  might,  perhaps,  in  our  more  fyftematic 
arrangement  of  official  functions,  have  transferred  it  to  the  chapter  on 
ecclefiajlical  cenfures,  under  the  head  of  capitular  utlttcg. 

(2)  Nathaniel  Bacon,  fpeaking  of  the  practice  of  compurgation  amongft 
the  Saxons  in  their  judicatory,  after  having  noticed  Torture  and  Ordeale, 
adds  : — "  Where  fame  was  yet  more  flight,  and  fpringing  rather  from 
want  of  charity  and  mifapprehenlion,  than  promifing  circumftances,  men 
were  wont  to  be  contented  with  a  voier  dire,  or  the  oath  of  the  party 
fufpected,  and  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  other  men  :  the  firft  attefting 
his  own  innocency,  the  other  contending  their  confeiences  of  the  truth  of 
the  former  teftimony  ;  and  therefore  were,  and  ftill  are,  called  compur- 
gators. 
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well  as  clerical  cafes  (in  which  latter  it  was  fo  ordered1 
by  canon),  took  place  in  the  Ùcanrrj  where  the  offender 
lived. 

The  way  in  which  îjccanal  inftrumentality  was  concerned 
in  England,  in  effecting  the  conviction  and  amendment 
of  the  guilty,  from  the  mild  admonition  of  familiarity  to 
the  judicial  impeachment  before  the  church,  is  both 
curioufly  and  inftructively  fet  forth  in  the  canons  of  the 
council  which  Hubert  Walter,  archbithop  of  Canterbury, 
held  at  York  in  his  Legatine  capacity  (A.D.  mcxcv.)  : — 
the  eighteenth  ordinance  of  which  enacts,  that,  when  a 
perfon  lay  under  the  fufpicion  of  any  crime  upon  common 
fame,  or  ftrong  prefumption  of  guilt,  he  mould  be  fami- 
liarly admonifhed  by  the  îïean  rural  ("per  Ùccanum  loci") 
three  feveral  times  to  reform  himfelf  ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment enfuing,  that  he  mould  then  be  reproved  by  him, 
in  the  prefence  of  two  or  three  witnefles  of  his  lofs  of 
character — evidence  of  the  fame.  After  which,  the  canon 
proceeds  :  "  Si  nee  fic  videatur  corrigi,  dicatur  ecclejiœ,fci- 
licèt  arguatur  in  capttulo,  ut  convictus  vel  confe/Jiis,  canonicè 
puniatur;  inficianti,  fi  convinci  non  poterit,  canonica  pur- 


gators.  Their  number  was  more  or  lefs,  and  of  greater  or  lefs  value, 
according  as  the  offence  of  the  party  fufpected  was  of  greater  or  lefs 
concernment.  This  manner  of  trial  was  of  ancient  ufe,  and  both  it 
and  that  of  ordeale  under  the  directory  of  the  clergy  ;  yet  this  was  the 
ancienter  by  three  hundred  years,  and  firft  brought  into  this  nation  by 
the  council  at  Berghamfted,  under  Bertwald  archbifliop  of  Canterbury. 
And  it  was  performed  fometimes  more  folemnly  by  folemn  receiving  of  the 
Eucharift,  efpecially  if  the  perfon  fufpected  was  of  the  facred  function." 

(')  "  Statuimus  quod  de  cœiero  diff'amati  de  criminibus  feu  exceffibus, 
et  de  eis  fe  purgare  volentes,  de  uno  ùaanalu  in  alium,Jèu  ad  loca  rura- 
Ua,  ubi  Jion  inveniuntur  victualia  venalia  et  vitœ  neeejfaria,  nullatenùs 
protrahantur." 


CC.M.B.  etH. 
Vol.  I.  p.  502. 


Lyndwood  Pro- 
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gatio  indicetur."  This  wholefome  procefs  of  correction 
is  made  applicable  to  the  clergy1  in  particular  by  Mr. 
Whitaker,  in  his  reference  to  the  York  council  :  but 
'  Gibfon,  Kennett,  and  others,  allow  it  a  general  applica- 
tion ;  and  therefore  I  here  introduce  it,  as  bearing  on 
the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy. 

In  prefentments  on  common  fame  the  accufed  generally 
infilled  on  his  innocence  ;  fo  that  admonition  failing  in 
fuch  cafes,  the  purgatory  procefs  followed  as  a  matter  of 
courfe.  And  here  the  archbifhop  above  quoted  orders, 
that  the  compurgators  exceed  not  the  number  of  twelve  ; 
within  which  limit  they  were  to  be  more  or  lefs,  at  the 


Harris's  Ware's 
Works,  Vol.  I. 
p.  149. 


Eju/d.  p.  290. 


( 1  )  Even  bifliops  underwent  this  procefs  of  purgation  with  compurga- 
tors in  the  higher  ecclefiaftical  courts  ;  of  which  Ware  relates  a  curious 
example  in  the  Life  of  Edward  Dantfey,  bifhop  of  Meath  (mccccxiii. — 
mccccxxix).  A  malicious  and  unfounded  profecution  having  been 
commenced  againft  the  bifliop  for  Healing-  a  cup  {value  13s.  and  Ad.) 
out  of  the  church  of  Taveragh  in  the  diocefe  of  Meath,  and  the  indict- 
ment removed  into  Parliament,  he  there  declared  his  innocence,  and 
demanded  his  ecclefiaftical  privileges.  "  Upon  this  he  was  turned  over 
to  his  metropolitan,  for  his  purgation  ;  and  appeared  before  Archbifliop 
Swain  judicially,  and  fwore,  that  he  did  not  commit  the  felony  laid 
to  his  charge  ;  and  a  fufficient  number  of  comjmrgators  fwore  the 
fame  ;  whereupon  he  was  cleared,  and  the  archbifliop  returned  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  proceedings  to  the  Parliament."  The  crime  was  fubfequently 
confefied  to  the  maligned  bifliop  by  an  accomplice  in  its  perpetration  ; — 
forgivenefs  and  abfolution  followed  ;  and  the  bifliop  was  foon  after  pro- 
moted to  the  place  of  Lord  Deputy.— Again,  in  the  cafe  of  Donald, 
bifliop  of  Derry,  againft  whom  Archbifliop  Swain  (A.D.  mccccxxvi.)  had 
proved  incontinence  and  other  crimes,  and  impofed  penance.  The  epi- 
fcopal  offender  was  made  publicly  to  appear,  and  give  fatisfaction  that 
he  had  lived  chafte  during  the  time  of  his  penance,  and  to  purge  himfelf 
according  to  a  prefcribed  form.  But  thefe  anecdotes  of  purgation  are 
here  impertinent,  being  clerical,  and  not  laical. 
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difcretion  of  the  judge,  according  to  the  quality  and 
circumftances  of  the  accufed,  and  the  nature  of  the 
accufation.  Farther, — that  the  purgation  be  admitted 
by  the  bean  on  the  very  firft  folemn  day,  on  which  the 
party  defamed  is  ready  for  the  ceremony  ;  and  that  no 
money  be  extorted  by  the  fear  of  vexation  to  be  occa- 
fioned  by  delay.  The  Wejîminjîer  canons  of  the  fame  cc.m.b.hh 
prelate  fpeak  to  the  like  effect,  admitting  no  procrasti- 
nation of  purgation  a  de  die  in  diem,  occafione  pecuniœ 
captandœ;"  but  rather  urging  inftant  difpatch  ; — to  which 
a  later  council  adds — "  on  penalty  of  the  ÎJean's  fufpen- 
fion  from  office. 

If  the  party  prefented  went  through  the  appointed; 
trial  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  ÎJean,  he  was  difmilTed  as  : 
innocent,  with  an  admonition  to  avoid  in  future  whatever 
had  been  the  foundation  of  the  fame,  whereby  he  had 
given  offence  and  fcandal  to  his  neighbours.  But  if  he 
failed  in  his  purgation,  that  is,  if  he  either  would  not 
make  oath  of  his  perfonal  innocence,  or  could  not  find 
the  prefcribed  number  of  compurgators,  to  fwear  their 
belief  of  his  purity,  he  was  ipfo  facto  confidered  guilty, 
and  accordingly  had  penance  enjoined  by  the  tffnn,  pro- 
portionable to  his  degree  of  guilt, 

Purgations  of  this  kind,  and  the  failures  of  purgation, 
appear  on  our  ecclefiaftical  records  of  vifitation,  Bifliop 
Gibfon  tells  us,  without  number.    And  it  is  probable, 
that,  while  the  îïecanaï  authority  was  in  full  vigour  in 
the  kingdom,  it  had  much  to  do,  in  rural  diftricts,  with 
this  branch  of  church-difcipline.    Indeed,  Mr.  Somner  Antiquities  of 
alleges,  that,  in  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  the  rural  l'art  I  p.  17(3. 
îjcans  "  had  many  times  purgations  committed  by  the  j 
commiffary  to  their  difpatch  in  their  feveral  ïieamt'es,  for 
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the  eafe  and  benefit  of  the  fubject,"  (as  I  have  already 
ftated) — "  and  their  wifdom  and  fidelity  was  intrufted 
for  taking  them." 

Upon  the  difcipline  itfelf,  as  of  old  practifed,  the 
bifhop  of  London  has  the  following  fenfible  remark  : — 
"  This  difcipline  was  certainly  fair  and  reafonable  ;  inaf- 
much  as  that  perfon  muft  be  owned  to  be  ripe  for  the 
cenfures  of  the  church,  who,  in  a  whole  parifh,  cannot 
find  fo  fmall  a  number,  to  declare  their  belief'  of  his  inno- 
cence ;  nor,  which  is  yet  worfe,  to  declare  (after  he  has 
taken  an  oath  in  the  molt  folemn  manner)  that  they 
believe  that  what  he  has  fworn  is  true." 
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CHAPTER  III. 

EXORCISTICAL  AND  CaTECHISTICAL  DUTIES. 

x^/^^TfHAT  beans  rural  were  ever  conjurers,  in  the 
iiyÊ  common  acceptation  of  the  term,  muft  not 
r^*  '          be  inferred  from  the  title  of  this  chapter; 
^l^lfil^  though  Minfhew  would  have  an  exorcijt  to 
3e  a  conjurer,  and  exorc'ifm  to  be  conjuration.  Ecclefi- 
iftical  exorcifts  they  appear  to  have  been  in  the  diocefes 
)f  Ypres  and  Cologne.    The  office  of  exorc'ifm  was  not 
it  firft  confined  to  a  particular  order  :  it  was  exercifed 
ay  bifhops  and  presbyters  for  the  three  firft  centuries  ; 
lor  was  it  till  the  middle  of  the  fourth,  that  a  peculiar 
)rder  of  ecclefiaftics  was  fet  apart  for  it.    IZDcans  rural 
lid  not  exercife  the  office,  as  themfelves  of  the  minor 
arder  of  the  Romifh  church,  fo  denominated,  but  as 
pecially  capacitated  to  perform  exorc'ifm  by  epifcopal  or 
ynodal  licence. 

The  fynod  of  Ypres  (A.D.  mdcxxix.)  revokes  all  pre- 
vious licences  of  exorcifing,  whether  granted  by  the  then 
aifhop  or  his  predecefTors,  and  enacts  —  Can.  iv.  "  Ne 
îamen  indigentes  hoc  exorcifmorum   remedio,  per  hanc 
nojh-am  revocationem  careant  nece/Jario  auxilio  ;  concedi- 
mus  per  prœfentes  facuitatem  exorcizandi  omnibus  ÎJctant's, 
in  fuis  rejpectivè  dijtrictibus,  et  etiam  Mis  pajloribiis  quo- 

Y'il'YYi   /nf\fYYi^rkin   fii/*fiÇ  itPfrrtltC  fffifi ifi jtîîiiç    'Yiitnlii'n  ii////   iw   l'VïV)  T*— 
f  Ulll>    flUfillflll    lltt-vto   ULUUIO    11  U/tVltlltilltOj    IJtlULlLllflllll    Vfv    jtl  UiA/ 

imâ  cujufque  congregatione." 

The  fynod  of  Cologne  (A.D.  mdclxii.)  invefts  ïïenns 
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rural  with  the  fame  fpecial  faculty — "  iHurahrjus  nqftris 
treenm's,  ut  in  omnibus  dijîrictûs  fui  locis  exorcifmos  ad- 
hibere  queant  prœfentium  tenore  facultatem  concedimus. 
Pajtores  verb  et  vice-pajïores  hâc  facultate  carentes,  indi- 
gentes exorcizandos  ad  iïccanos,  vel  alios  fpeciali  exorci- 
zandi potejiate  munitos  mittant" 


In  the  primitive  church  there  exifted  a  peculiar  officer 
called  a  catech'ift,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  inftruct  the 
catechumens  in  the  rudiments  of  religion.  At  firft,  in- 
deed, the  bithop  performed  this  duty,  as  well  as  the 
previous  one  of  eocorcifm,  in  his  own  perfon  ;  but  fubfe- 
quently  he  configned  it  to  approved  deputies — to  pres- 
byters, deacons,  or  others  of  inferior  rank.  Upon  the 
tjcaus  rural  of  Ypres  catechetical  examinations  occafionally 
devolved  by  delegation  of  the  diocefan,  not  as  an  ordi- 
nary, but  as  an  extraordinary  duty: — Can.  vi.  "Decant 
in  fuis  vjfitationibus  convocatâ  juventute,  breve  examen 
catechifticum  inftituant  ;  ut  hâc  ratione  pajlorum  dili- 
gent/a, et  puerorum  profectus  melius  ipfis  innotefcat,  et 
populus  hanc  inftructionemmagni  œjîimet,  quam  fuperioribus 
ita  cordi  efje  perfplciet." 

The  union  of  exorcijt  and  catechijt  in  the  fame  indivi- 
dual gave  him  authority,  as  well  to  exorcize  energumens1, 
as  to  inftruct  catechumens. 


(')  By  the  feventy-fecond  canon  {A.D.  mdciii.)  minifters  of  the  church 
of  England  are  forbidden  "  to  exorcize,  but  by  authority  :  " — "  Neither 
fhall  any  minifter,"  fays  the  canon,  "  without  fuch  licence,  prefume  to 
attempt,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  either  of  poffeffion  or  obfeffion, 
by  fading  and  prayer,  to  caft  out  any  devil  or  devils,  under  pain  of  the 
imputation  of  impofture  or  cofenage,  and  depofition  from  the  miniftry." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Funereal  and  Testamentary  Duties. 

NDER  this  head  I  place  the  few  functions 
ïicans  rural  were  charged  with,  in  refpect 
of  lay-burials  and  lay-tejiaments.  Watchful 
over  the  people  of  their  bcanrics,  during  life, 
our  ecclefiaftics  were  not  abfolved  from  their  charge 
even  by  the  death  of  the  parties  over  whom  they  exer- 
cifed  their  care. 

If  the  heirs  or  friends  of  any  deceafed  layman  objected  Confi  Synod. 
to  folemnize  his  obfequies  with  the  ufual  formalities  of  c.iv.  p.2'62/ 
fepulture,  the  fifty-fifth  confutation  of  the  fynod  of  Salz- 
burg (A.D.  MDLXix.),  impofes  on  brans  rural  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  neceflary  rites — "  crucem,  clericos,  et  lumi- 
naria  ;  "  and  capacitates  them  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
fecular  power,  when  needed,  to  fupport  and  give  effect 
to  the  fpiritual.  Chriftian  burial,  however,  was  to  be 
altogether  inhibited  by  the  beans  to  laymen  guilty  of 
ufurious  exaction  ;  unlefs  they  had,  before  death,  made 
ample  reftitution  and  fatisfaction  for  wrongs  committed 
— an  object  to  be  attempted,  fays  the  fifty-feventh  con- 
ftitution,  by  all  poffible  means. 

The  wages  of  undertakers  and  bell-ringers  at  funerals 
— the  time  of  tolling — and  the  provifion  to  be  made  for 
burying  the  deftitute  poor — were  all  matters  of  rurt- 
ïjctnnal  settlement: — "Statuant  ûccant  et  capitula  rurah'a,  ccGermania, 

r  n  Tom.  vu.  p.  .r)77. 

quantum  in  fuis  diji  rictibus,  mercedis  caujâ,  Us,  qui  dant 
operas  in  funere,  et  qui  campanas  puljant,  pro  modo  laboris 
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p.  302. 


Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Vol.  II.  p.  1550. 
§  XV.  XIX. 


dandum  Jit:  quibus  etiam  et  quamdiu  in  exequiis  pulfare 
debeant,  certa  régula  prœfcribatur,  ac  etiam  modus,  quo 
pauperes  et  miferabiles  perfonœ,  quibus  defunctis  aut  nihil 
fuperejî,  aut  ità  parum,  ut  Juâ  impenfâ  humari  non  pojjint, 
à  parocho  fumptibus  ecclefiarum  sepeliantur,  et  exequiis 
debitis  non  fraudentur." 


By  the  Jy  nodal  ftatutes  of  Cambray  (A.  D.  mccclxxi.)  de 
tejtamentis,  every  curate  is  to  notify,  within  a  month,  the 
deceafe  of  any  layman  within  his  parifli  to  the  îïcan  of 
©frristtant'tg  ; — who  is  allowed  three  more,  from  the  time 
of  the  fame  being  certificated  by  the  curate,  to  com- 
municate it  to  the  bifhop  or  his  official, — and  this  on 
penalty  of  heavy  pecuniary  fines. 

By  the  fy  nodal  conjîitutions  of  Arras  {A.  D.  mcccclv.) 
under  the  fame  head  (de  tejtamentis),  it  is  impofed  on 
all  curates  and  their  reprefentatives,  "  ut  tejlamenta  quœ 
fcient  non  ejje  infra  annum  executioni  demandata;  vel  de 
quibus  non  eft  ratio  reddita,  forçants  denuntient  infra  men- 
fern  à  tempore  notitiœ  ejufdem  forçant."    The  fame  precept 
paffed  the  fynod  of  Harlem  (A.D.  mdlxiv.),  in  relation  to 
I  tejiaments  bequeathing  legacies  "  in  pios  tifiis,"  under  a 
I  penalty  of  twenty-five  fcutata  :  and  another,  to  nearly  the 
I  fame  purport,  paffed  the  fynod  of  Antwerp  (A.D.  mdcx.) 
refpecting  " pia  legata;"  that  they  mould  be  imme- 
1  diately  notified  to  the  arc&presbyters  rural  of  the  diftrict. 
j  Laftly,  in  the  diocefe  of  London,  about  a  century  and  a 
half  ago,  it  was  particularly  charged  on  the  iïeans  rural 
"  to  make  a  return  into  the  regiftry  of  the  confiftory 
court  of  all  ivills  unproved,  and  efpecially  fuch  wherein 
any  legacy  is  reported  to  be  left  to  charitable  ufes." 


S.  V.  C.  I.]   j&upcrbteton  of  tïje  ©lcrgg. — &ummatj>  ïTtcfo. 
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HE  principal  and  more  efpecial  duty  of  axtf)- 
prcsbDtns  rural  was  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  and  morality  in  reference 
pgjîjl  to  the  clergy.  "  Not  only  were  they  to  take 
care  of  the  rude  and  ignorant  multitude  "  (in  the  words 
of  Dr.  Field's  verfion  of  the  canon-law),  "but  alfo,  with  of  the  church, 

ii      •  f  _  '  B.v.  p.  507. 

continuall  circumfpection,  obferve  and  look  unto  the 
life  and  converfation  of  the  presbyters  dwelling  in  the 
leffer  titles,  and  fhew  unto  the  bifhop  with  what  dili- 
gence each  of  them  performeth  the  work  of  God." 

"  In  order  to  this/'  writes  the  bifhop  of  Peterborough,  Kenneth  par0- 

t  ,  .         chial  Antiqui- 

in  ms  iummary  Iketch  ot  ruri-octflnal  duties  in  relation  ties,  voi.n. 
to  the  priefthood  of  England,  "  the  ïïenns  were  to  folicit 
the  clergy  to  a  due  execution  of  their  office,  and  a  juft 
regard  to  their  function  ;  to  admonilh  them  of  all  fcan- 
dals  and  offences  ;  to  warn  them  againft  all  cohabiting 
with  wives  and  concubines  ;  to  forbid  them  an  appear- 
ance at  any  indecent  fports  and  plays;  to  prefs  upon 
them  the  obfervation  of  canonical  hours  ;    to  remind 


p.  355. 


vol.  i. 


2:38 


|î  external  functions. 


[Part  IV. 


Jur.  Ecelef. 
Univ.  P.  I.  Tit. 
VI.  cap.  II. 
pp.  2'J,  30. 


Ex  Synod. Mech- 
lin. De  Sccrtil. 
SljrtStion.  c.  ii. 
in. 


them  of  being  ftrict  in  their  clerical  habit  and  ton- 
fure,  &c.  And,  upon  their  default  or  offence  in  any 
fuch  matter,  to  certify  the  bifhop,  by  whom  they  were 
appointed  to  watch,  and  to  inform  with  diligence  and 
lingular  courage1." 

Thefe  duties  of  arcfjpresrjMers  rural,  fo  copioufly  quoted 
in  the  fequel  from  conciliar  collections,  (though  not 
exactly  in  the  order  here  laid  down  by  Bithop  Kennett), 

'  feem,  fays  Van  Efpen  in  his  Codex  of  Church  Law,  to 
flow  neceiïarily  from  their  pajloral  care  of  the  country 

:  clergy — of  the  lives  and  converfation — the  fpiritual  mini- 
ftrations,  &c.  of  all  perfons  in  holy  orders,  within  their 
refpective  îïecanatcs.  Wherefore,  on  the  authority  of 
many  Belgian  fynods,  he,  not  inappropriately,  denomi- 
nates them  " pajlores  pajlorum;" — and,  upon  this  view 
of  their  arcf)!=pastoral  character,  and  its  high  importance 
to  the  interefts  of  religion  in  the  rural  community  at 
large,  fuggefts  the  neceffity  of  caution  in  appointing 
proper  perfons  to  the  office  : — "  Notandum,"  fays  he, 
"  quarn  JbJliciti  mer  ltd  fmt  epifcopi,  ut  doctiores,  zelojiores, 
in  cura  animarum  exercitatiores,  ac  pietate  morumque  in- 
tegritate  eminentiores  ad  hoc  officium  eligantur  ;  utpotè, 
qui  non  laicis  tantàm,fed  et  ipjis  laicorum  directoribus,  et 
conductoribus,  vitâ,  conjilio  et  exemplo,  prodejfe  et  prœire 
debent." 


Paroch.  Antiq. 
Vol.  n.  pp.  356, 
357,  358. 
Décret.  GlofT.  in 
cap.  I.  \.fubeJJ~e. 
Ducang.  GlofT. 
in  v.  Archidia- 
conus. 


( 1  )  "  But  at  laft,"  the  bifhop  fubjoins,  "  all  this  fupervifing'  care  feemed 
to  devolve  entirely  upon  the  archdeacons,  who,  on  this  account,  were 
dignified  with  the  title  of  the  vicars,  the  curators,  the  privy-counfellors, 
and  the  eyes  of  the  bifhop  ;  who  by  this  time  had  got  a  diftinction,  that 
though  the  archpregljgter  or  ïiean  was  major  ord'me,  yet  the  archdeacon 
was  major  dignitate." 


S.  V.  C.  I.]   J&upnbtSton  of  t\)e  ©lergg.— j&ummaig  "Ftcto. 
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Not  only  was  it  given  in  charge  to  the  bean1  to  watch  I  see  statute 

\  &  &  Diœcef.  Yprenf. 

over,  fcrutinife,  and,  if  neceffary,  cenfure,  the  conduct  sp-27 
of  parochial  prie  fis  ;  but  he  was  to  inftruct  them  in  their 
duty,  and  to  aid  them  with  his  countenance  and  advice, 
whenever  circumftances  of  difficulty  needed  his  affif- 
tance,  or  prudential  reafons  dictated  to  the  presbyter  the 
propriety  of  applying  to  the  arcïjpresbnter  for  the  fanction 
of  his  authority; — the  co-operation  of  both,  for  the  1 
advancement  of  fpiritual  interefts  in  the  rural  diftricts 
of  their  joint  miniftration,  being  the  earneft  defire  of 
the  church,  and  the  object  of  much  of  her  fy nodal 
legiflation. 

Thus  the  fynods  of  Belgium,  efteeming  the  vigilant  ;    van  Efpen 

J  n  •  Jur.  Ecclefiaft. 

obfervance  of  country  paftors  and  their  flocks  by  ïïeans  Tinwerf.  part  r. 

J  1  u  _  ...         Tit.  VI.  cap.  II. 

rural,  and  the  general  fupport  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  p-3o. 
in  rural  parts,  to  be  the  proper  bufinefs  of  thefe  officers, 
legiflate  to  that  effect  ;  enforcing  particularly  all  care 
and  attention  to  the  morals  and  miniftrations  of  the 
infpected.  "Decant  rurales"  fays  a  fynod  of  Cambray, 
"parochorum  adebque  omnium,  etiam  facer dotum  et  cleri- 
corum,  quin  et  laicorum  fuorum  dijirictuum  ?nores  diligentèr 
obfervent,  potijjimùm  autem  ut  pajtores  in  prœdicatione  verbi 


(')  "  Uno  verbo,  ard)tprcgbgtert  if  a  fuorum  jurium  curam  agant,  ut  Van  Efpen  Jur. 

tamen  nunquam  excidat,  quod  cum  fmt  parochorum  et  facerdolum  fui  parfi^  Tit'.'vi. 
diflrictûs  pa/lores,  ante  omnia  folliciti  fini  de  eorum  falute  et  profectu  ,lodZ>iœ 
fpirituali,  et  fingularem  habeant  ivfpectionem  et  curam  de  ipforum  vità  !  Cef.  jntverp. 
et  moribus,  ac  diligentiâ  zeloque  circa  functiones  pq/lorales  ;  feque  re-  MDCX') 
fpectu  paftorum  gérant  non  ut  dominantes  in  clero,fed  tanquàm  patres 
et  forma  gregis  facfi  ex  animo.    Pafloribus  zclofis,  et  in  officio  pajlorali 
obeundo  intrepidis  et  ferventibus  covfilio,  auxilio,  et  Jblaiio,  contra  ob- 
murmuratores  et  refractarios  fuâ  authorUate  ajfiftant  et  opitulentur." 

s  2 


260 


pergonal  ^functions. 


[Part  IV. 


Décret.  Synod. 
Dicec.  Antverp, 
A.D.  MDCX. 
p.  330. 


Tit  xviii.  c  i. 
Synod.  Audo- 
mar.  A.D. 
M1H.XXX1II. — 
MDCXL. 
Stat.  Synod. 
DiœreJ.  Yprenf. 
Tit.  vu  cap.  ii. 

A.  D.  MDLXXVII. 

p.  27. 


Synod.  Lexov.  in 
CC.  Rutomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  505. 


Tit.  xxi.  cap.  vi. 
Synod.  Namur. 


Dei,  facramentorumque  adminijtratione,  ac  in  cœteris  omnibus 
fuo  muneri  Jatisfaciant."    (Tit.  xix.  c.  xir.  Part,  n.) 

The  fynod  of  Antwerp  (A.D.  mdcx.)  expreffes,  in  clear 
terms,  the  fame  obligation: — " glrrîjîpresBDtm  feu  îfecant 
rurales,  cum  fmt  parochorum  aut  facer  dot  um  fui  dijirictûs 
pajtores,  foil  iciti  fut  de  eorum  falute  et  profectu ■  fpirituali, 
et  lingular  em  habeant  infpectionem  et  cur  am  de  ipforum 
docfrind,  vita  et  moribus.  Et  vicifstm  mandamus  parochis 
et  facerdotibus,  ut  tfeennos  uti  fuperiores  fuos  agnofcant, 
revereantur  et  ament." 

That  of  Saint  Omer  yet  more  abundantly  declares  the 
ard)t=pastoral  duties  incumbent  on  Ifcans  rural — "  Dcca- 
norum  ejfe  in  fui  ïiccanatus  partibus  Jive  parochiis  curare, 
ut  facerdotes  et  clerici  omnes,  et  Jingularitèr  ut  pajtores 
vitam  ayant  fuâ  vocatione  dignam,  ac  talem  ut  nemo  de  ipfis 
queri  pojjit,  nihilque  in  ipfis,  n'Ji  grave,  modejtum,  imitatione- 
que  dignum  confpici  ;  deinde  in  hoc  advigilare,  ut  pajtores  in 
prcedicationc  verbi  Dei,  facramentorum  adminijïratione,  et 
omninb  in  functione  pafi oralis  officii  fui  rectP,  diligente  r,  et 
qucmadmodùm  oportet,  verfentur  :  adhœc  ipfos  quandb  ojnis 
fuerit  vijitare,  monere,  corripere,  confolari,  conjilio  ipjis  fub- 
venire  :  denique  veri  pajtoris  officium  erga  illos,  fanos  et 
fcgrotos,  vivos  et  mortuos  exercere." 

"  3Bccanos,  quos  ej)e  procùl  ab  omni  exactione  volumus  et 
cupimus,  admonemus"  fays  the  fynod  of  Lifieux,  "  ut  per 
totam  diœccjîm  peccatis  publicis  et  feandalis  fapientèr  occur- 
rant.  Et  prœcipuè  curatorum,  facer  datum,  et  clericorum,  ne 
eorum  per  laicos  vituperetur  minijtcrium,  quorum  ejfe  debent 
fpecimen  et  exemplar^    (De  iBecants.) 

The  fynod  of  Namur  (A.D.  mdcxxxix.)  fubjoins  to  the 
other  fpecified  duties — that  the  beans  exhort  the  rural 
presbyters  and  clergy  at  large,  within  their  influence, 


S.  V.  C.  I.]      j&uperbtefon  0f  tïjc  @Urgg.— j&ummnrg  Yitto. 
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"Ut  quotidiè  aliquid  temporis  orationi  et  lectioni  fpirituali 
tribmnt:" — and  farther,  bids  them  furnifti  themfelves 
with  accurate  notifia  of  the  ftate  of  their  fubject  parimes 
and  priefthood — to  be  fupplied  to  them  by  good  and 
faithful  paftors — "  à  quibus  excejfus  viànarum  ecclejîarum 
addifcant." 

Laftly,  the  fynod  of  Cologne  (A.D.  mdclxii.)  enacts, 
"  decant  rurales  de  pqjlorum,  et  vice-pajîorum  fui  diftrictûs 
falute,  ac  profectu  fpirituali  foUiciti,  diligentèr  eoritm  vitœ, 
morum,  et  doctrinœ  curam  gérant  ;  idebque  prœter  vi/ita- 
tiones  ordinarias,  data  occajîone,  fœpiùs  etiam  per  annum 
parochias  fui  diftrictûs  injpiciant,  et  prœcipuè  indagent,  an 
pq/tores,  feu  vice-pajîores  apud  oves  fuas  rejîdeant,  piè, 
laudatèque  vivant,  fuo,  ut  decet,  fungantur  munere,  prœ- 
Jèrtim  dominicis,  et  fejtis  diebus,  Jacrum  canant,  concionen- 
tur,  catecheji  juventutem  imbuant,  et  ecdejiaftica  fac rameuta, 
quâcunque  diei  ac  noctis  horâ  requirantur,  piè,  promptèque 
adminijlrent." 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  duties  of  arc&t'prcsbgteral 
fuperviforfhip  over  the  manners  and  miniftrations  of  the 
clergy,  to  be  hereafter  filled  up  in  detail  : — but  the  con- 
nexion between  the  priejl  and  arcfjpmst  of  the  country 
terminated  not  with  thofe  duties  alone  ;  there  were  others 
of  a  purely  fpiritual  and  facerdotal  character,  by  which 
the  parties  were  more  intimately  united  ;  and  which  I 
(hall  first  endeavour  to  elucidate. 


Tit.xx.c.xxxv. 


Slat.  Synodal. 
D.  M  H.  Arch. 
Colonienfis,  P.n. 
T.  v.  c.  vi.  §  iv. 
p.  1 17. 


2(>2 


pergonal  function*. 


[Part  IV. 


Stal.  Synod. 
Dure.  Yprenf. 
ca]>p.  m.  IV.  VI. 
pp.  28 1.  feqq. 
Slat.  Dicecef. 
Gandavenf. 
Tit.  xvi.  c.  ix. 


CHAPTER  II. 

AltCHlPRESBYTERAL  OR  AllCHIPASTORAL  MINISTRATIONS  OF  Dfang  IÀUVaI 
TOWARDS  THE  CLERGY. 


S  it  was  the  ardjprcsbgter's1  office  to  vifit,  ad- 
monilh,  correct,  confole,  and  counfel  the 
clergy,  and  to  exercife  the  character  of  a 
true  Ihepherd  of  the  priejîly  flock,  in  health 
and  in  ficknefs,  in  life  and  in  death  ; — fo  it  followed, 
that  whatever  pajioral  duties  of  a  purely  fpiritual  nature 
the  parochial  minifter  performed  to  his  fubject  flock, 
the  arcfjprtest  or  arcJjpastor  executed  towards  the  Jhep- 
herds  themfelves  ;  by  whom,  in  return,  the  church  de- 
creed, he  mould  be  equally  acknowledged,  refpected, 
and  beloved. 

Thus,  as  it  was  incumbent  on  the  paftors  to  admi- 
nifter  the  facraments  to  their  flocks  in  ficknefs,  the  fynod 
Décret.  Diœcef.  of  Antwerp  (A.D-  mdcx.)  inculcates  the  fame  attention, 

Synod.  Antwerp.  _  p     i  o   •   •        i  n  i 

Tit.xvi.c.iv.  ion  the  part  ot  the  Deans,  to  the  lpiritual  wants  oi  the 
fick  and  moribund  clergy — "  Ubi  intelligent  arcfttprtSBjmrt 
aliquem  è  fui  dijirictûs  pajïorïbus  aut  facerdotibus  periculofè 


(')  The  terms  arcï)tprc#bgteral  and  iJccanal  being  ufed  fynonymoufly 
throughout  the  work,  the  former  might  be  thought  not  to  defignate  with 
fufficient  clearnefs  the  duties  which  are  the  fubject  of  the  prefent  chapter. 
By  the  epithet  archtpresbgtcral,  as  here  employed,  the  author  means  to 
denote  thofe  functions  which  DeanS  rural  exercifed  as  fuperior  or  arch- 
priefts  towards  the  inferior  priefthood — purely  paftoral  and  facerdotal 
miniftrations.    Perhaps  archtpagtoral  is  a  better  term. 


S.V.  C.  II.]  j&tipcrbtetou  0f  CTlcvgg. — ^tcjitpvcsbgtfral  JWintetrattcmsi. 
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làbôrare,  JîaÛm  ad  mm  excwrrànt,  moneantque  ut  fàlwtijuœ 
confdat,  eique,  Jî  opus  eji,  facramenta  adminijlrent  &c." 
— "Dcinde  adhortentur"  adds  a  fynod  of  Cologne  {A.D. 
MDCLXii.)j  "  ut  tejtamentum  legitime  condat,  fi  id  non  fecerit 
friùs,  atque  ad  félicem  falutaremque  ex  hâc  vitâ  egreJJ'um, 
piis  ad  deum  fufpiriis,  ac  oration  ibus  fe  componat." 

Again  : — "  Cum  pajiorum  fit  fubditis  fuis  è  vitâ  decen- 
dentibus  jujta  perfolmre,  etiam  arcïjtprESbytcrts  jus  ejl" 
fays  Van  Efpen,  "  omnibus  ecclejîajiicis,  tàm  fœcularibus, 
quàm  regular 'drus,  extra  monajierium  degentibus,  in  Juo 
dijîrictu  morientibus,  facramenta  adminijtrare,  et  officium 
funèbre  facere^  And  again,  writes  Gafpar  Nemius  to 
the  beans  of  ©{jn'stianttg  of  the  diocefe  of  Antwerp; — 
"  Decant  (irfjristi'arutatts  admin ijlrabunt  facramenta  facer- 
dotibus  extends  aut  in  facris  conjiitutis  non  beneficiatis,  et 
eorum  exequias  celebrabunt." 

Thefe  holy  miniftrations  were  not  alone  annexed  to 
the  arctjt'prcsbrjtcral  inftitution  in  the  diocefes  of  Belgium 
and  its  vicinity  :  they  obtained  alfo  in  the  South  of 
Europe.  Vifiting  in  ficknefs  the  parochi  of  their  re- 
spective diftricts  was  impofed  on  the  plcbans,  or  arcfjprcs- 
brjtcrs  rurale  of  the  Milanefe  province,  by  Archbifhop 
Borromeo.  The  canon  feems  to  apply  generally  to  all 
the  fpiritual  fuperintendents  of  the  country,  who  had 
ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction  under  the  bifhop — ("  ^picbanus 
vel  arcfjiprcsbyter,  vel  pracposttus,  in  cujus  plebantœ,  aut  ardjî- 
prcsbytcratûs,  prpcpost'tura:^  finibus  tegrotus  habitat1;")  — 


Décret.  Synodal. 
I)  71/.  H.Arch. 
Colon.  Tit.  v. 
civ.  p.  146. 


Décret.  Diœcef. 
Synod.  Antverp. 
T.xvi.  c.v.opud 
Van  Efpen. 


Ordination.es 
!  Diocc.  Antverp. 
j  Tit.  xvi.  7. 
I  See  Synod. 
I  Diaec.  Namur. 
I  Tit.  XXI.  cap.  IX. 

MDCXXXVIII. 


(')  The  arcfotpregbntcr  (it  may  be  remarked)  was  an  older  inftitution 
than  the  prspo^ttug,  and  differently  appointed — being  a  life-functionary  ; 
whereas  the  preepoSttug  was  only  durante  beneplucito.  The  latter  oflice 
originated  with  Borromeo  ;  and,  I  believe,  fupplanted,  by  its  greater 

ufefulnefs 


Thomaflin.  V.  et 
N.  E.  D.  Tom.  I. 
P.I.  L.  il.  e.  VI. 
p.  228.  in. 
Art.  Ecclef.Me- 
diol.  pp.  G  7 — 
337,  338. 
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Personal  functions. 


[Part  IV. 


See  Part  iv. 
chap.  vi.  §  7. 


though  the  character  of  thefe  officers,  and  their  extent 
of  jurifdiction,  refpectively,  fomewhat  differed  l. 


ufefulnefs  in  the  diocefe,  the  former.  While  exifting,  however,  the  Mila- 
nefe  arcbprtc^tS  performed  the  above  duty  of  viiitation  of  the  fick  parochi; 
and,  probably,  afterwards,  the  fame  devolved  on  the  prœpoôttt  rung  or 
foraneoug  btcarg,  who  approached  more  nearly  to  the  type  of  rural  ocang. 
But  of  thefe  ecelefiaftics  we  have  elfewhere  fpoken. 

(')  To  this  chapter  might  have  been  annexed  the  penitentiary  duties 
of  ucang  rural,  as  confejjors  of  the  parochial  clergy  ;  but  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  defer  them  till  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  î)cans'  connexion 
with  facraments  and  facramentals  generally.  Under  the  church  of 
Rome,  eonfejjion  and  penance  formed  an  important  branch  of  the  office 
in  rural  diftricts.  33canS  were  confejfors  and  penitentiarks,  both  for 
the  clergy  and  laity,  at  a  very  early  period. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Duties  of  Scans  Mural  in  reference  to  Clerical  Deaths, 
Funerals,  Testaments,  &c. 


O  report  to  the  dioeefan  bifhop  the  names  of  \statuta  syno- 

1  _  A//ia  Ecclejue 

all  clergymen  who         within  any  of  the  Meidenfis. 

&J  »  fTlie/aur.  Anecd. 

rural  îïeanrt'es,  was  a  duty  anciently  imposed  jTom.iv.coi.904. 
on  their  prefidents: — "  Prœcipimus  omnibus 
forçants,"  fays  the  church  of  Melun,  u  qudd  de  cœtero  in- 
quirant,  et  in  fcriptum  redigant  nomina  omnium  presbyte- 
rorum,  qui  in  ÏJccanatifnts  fuis  difce/ferunt;  eaque  déférant  ad 
fynodum  recitanda,  ut  oremus  pro  eis,  et  finguli  presbyteri 
faciant  fervitium  Jpeciale.  Hoc  enim  debent  libentèr  facere, 
quia  cum  decefferint  fimilitèr  fiet  pro  eis"    (Can.  lxxviii.) 

Nearly  the  fame  words  occur  in  the  fifty-feventh 
canon  of  the  Confutations  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Paris  {A.D.  \s^c^iT- 
mcxcvii.);  and  in  the  In  ftructions  to  the  ÎJcans  rural  of  the  cc.Rotomag. 

'  \Prov.  P.  II. 

diocefe  of  Rouen  {A.D.  mccxlv.)  ; — where  the  procefs  of  pp.  79. 84. 
notification  was  this  : — the  rector  of  the  nearest  adjoining 
parifh,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  death  of  a  clergyman, 
made  it  known  to  the  tic  an,  and  the  bean  to  the  arch- 
bifhop,  or  his  reprefentative,  by  letter — fpecifying  the 
day  of  the  decease,  and  whether  the  party  died  teflate 
or  intejiate  ;  in  order,  adds  a  fynod  of  Lifieux,  that  a 
succeiïbr  to  the  vacant  cure  be  felected  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  church.  The  Synodal  Conjlitutions  of  the 
fee  of  Arras  (A.D.  mccclxiv.)  do  not  materially  differ 


CC.  Rotom. 
Prnv.  P.  II. 
p.  515. 
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from  thofe  above  quoted  of  the  churches  of  Melun  and 
Paris. — It  is  decreed  by  them,  "  Quod  Jinguli  becHltt  mi 
fynodo  legcmt  nomma  curatorum  in  J'uo  ùrcanatu  defunc- 
torum,  et  quod  dicant  '  De  Profundis  '  cum  oratione  fidelium 
pro  hujufmodi  defunctis" 

By  Cardinal  Pole  it  is  enacted,  in  his  Gloucejier  In- 
junctions (A.D.  mdlvi.) — "  Touchinge  the  clergie"  can.  xiv. 
"  That  every  bcane  mail  from  time  to  time  within  the 
fpace  of  ten  daies  lignifie  unto  his  ordinarie  the  death 
of  every  parfon  and  vicar  within  his  ticanrric,  and  like- 
wife  within  fifteen  daies  the  lacke  of  any  curate  within 
Ms  faid  ïicancn'r." 

In  the  "  Inft ructions  for  the  Scans  îlural"  of  the  dio- 
cefe  of  London,  publifhed  by  Gibfon  in  his  Appendix, 
I  N°.  ii.  "  The  rural  bean  is  to  make  a  return  to  the 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  London, 
or  his  Chancellor,  into  the  regiftry  of  the  confiftory 
court,  of  all  the  clergy  who  dye  within  his  ÎJcanrrj  ccc." 

But,  with  the  deaths  of  the  clergy  our  rural  officers 
had  concernment,  not  merely  as  minifterial  agents  to 
notify  fuck  events  to  tkeir  fuperiors,  but  as  under  ftrict 
command  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  burial  over  all  de- 
parted pallors  of  their  fcccanatcs. — "Mortuo  aliquo pajtore, 
îircanortttn  ùfftckàn  eft  exequias  celebrare  &c."  fays  the 
fynod  of  Ypres  ; — and,  again,  that  of  Antwerp  (A.D. 
MDcx.),  "Mortuis  pajtoribus  jufta  perfohent  arcrjtprcsblUrrt 
rurales. 

In  fome  diocefes  of  England,  heretofore,  in  order  that 
due  refpect  might  be  paid  to  the  departed  by  his  brethren 
of  the  fame  bcanrrj,  the  îïcan  rural  was  ordered  to  an- 
nounce the  death  of  any  clergyman,  parfon,  vicar,  or 
officiating  prieft  to  all  the  mother  churches  of  his  jurif- 
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diction.  Such  was  the  enactment  of  W.  de  Bleys,  bifhop 
of  Worcefter  (A.D.  mccxix.),  thus  minutely  enforced  : — 
"  Quandb  perfona,  vel  vicarius,  vel  facerdos  mini/trans  cc.m.b.hii. 

~      .      n  .  .  v  jVol.i.  p.570. 

mortuus  fuerit,  Jiatim  ut  mors  ejus  dennncmta  eft  bccano 
loci,  idem  bccanus  mortem  ipfam  denunciabit  omnibus  matri- 
cibus  ecclejiis  de  bccanatu  Juo,  in  quorum  quâlibet,  morte 
denunciatâ  ejufdem,  pulfabuntur  campanœ  pro  eodem  de- 
functo  &c."  And,  on  the  meeting  of  the  firft  fubfequent 
rural  chapter  of  the  beanrp,  the  bean,  as  prefident  thereof, 
was  to  inquire  if  the  faid  fervice  had  been  properly  and 
exactly  performed  ;  and  if  not,  was  to  urge  its  imme- 
diate and  plenary  celebration. — 'Then,  again,  the  arch- 
deacon being  made  acquainted  with  the  deceafe  of  the 
faid  minifter,  was  to  announce  it  formally  to  all  the 
beans  of  the  other  bcanu'es  of  his  archdeaconry  ;  in  each 
of  which,  the  fame  church  and  c|)aptcr-folemnities  were 
to  be  holden  in  honour  of  the  departed.  But  when  the 
bean  himfelf  "  began  the  travel  of  eternity"  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  archdeacon,  or  his  official,  forthwith  to 
notify  the  incident  throughout  the  archidiaconate,  and  to 
command  the  performance  of  the  fame  religious  fervices, 
with  the  addition,  fays  the  canon,  "  quod  in  bccanatu  in 
quo  fuerat  bccanus,  fervitium  pro  defunctis  'in  quâlibet 
ecclefiâ  ejufdem  bccanatûs  iterabitur  pro  anima  ejus." 

The  fynod  of  Ypres,  at  a  much  later  date  (J.D. 
mdcxxx.),  briefly,  but  pathetically,  enforces  the  like 
duties — extending  the  religious  fervices  to  the  whole 
diocefe,  in  cafe  of  a  bean  rural's  deceafe: — " Pojiulat 
fraterna  chantas,  ut  quos  in  vitâ  habuimus  laborum  focios, 
iijdem  poft  mortem  Chrijtianœ  pietatis  impendamus  officium. 
QuarP  mortuo  aliquo  pajlore,  cœteri  ejufdem  diji 1  rictus,  per 
becanmn  moniti,  prima  commoditate  mijjam  pro  refriqerio 
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Stat.  Synodi 
Dioec.  Yfjrcnf. 
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vpjius  animas  celebrabunt:  et  Jîmilitèr  pro  ÎJccano  non  folùm 
pu/tores  fui  dijt  rictus,  fed  omnes  hujus  epfcopatûs  ÏJccnnt 
idipfum  prœjiare  non  omittent."  And  nearly  the  fame 
words,  thirty  years  afterwards,  with  the  like  touching 
preface,  palled  the  fynod  of  Cologne,  under  Maximilian 
Henry. 

Laftly,  it  devolved  on  the  ïicans  to  extend  their  care 
and  fidelity  to  the  goods  and  chattels  of  defunct  clergy- 
men ;  and  to  fee  that  no  diftribution  of  the  property  left 
at  their  deeeafe  took  place,  till  it  was  certified  to  the 
bifhop,  or  his  official,  that  the  parties  had  died  tejiate — 
"et  interim  faciei  ïrecanus  omnia  fua  fi déliter  conferva  ri." 
The  fame  truft  is  committed  to  them  by  the  fynod  of 
Tournay  (A.D.  mcccclxxxi)  :  —  "  Mob  ilia  presbyterorum 
jiaftm  poft  eorum  obitum  fub  fecuro  et  Jtricto  arrefto  inven- 
tariari,  ac  inventariata  tcneri  quoadt/fque  ei  conftiterit,  an 
presbyteri  defuncti  tejtamentum  condiderint  vel  non  ;  Ji 
autem  intejtati  dece/ferint,  bona  prœdicta  per  dominos  ÎJcca- 
nos  ad  majorent  utilitatem  vendantur,  et  aliter  fuper  hoc 
liccant  di/ponant,  quod  ipjî  inde  gentibus  et  officiariis  nojiris 
computum  et  rationem  loco  et  tempore  debitis  reddere  pof- 
(int;  fi  verb  teftati  fuerint,  tejtamento  probato,  bona  execu- 
toribus  tradi." 

In  the  diocefe  of  Autun  it  is  enjoined  by  the  fynodal 
Jtatutes  of  that  church  on  all  arcïjpresbnters,  to  lay  before 
the  bilhop  the  wills  and  inventories  of  curates  deccafed 
within  their  arcl)iprcsbijtnatcs,  on  pain  of  excommunica- 
tion, and  a  fine  to  the  bifhop  of  ten  pounds. 

In  that  of  Ypres,  great  refponfibility  is  impofed  upon 
them,  in  refpect  of  the  confervation  of  the  church's 
property,  on  the  deeeafe  of  an  incumbent  : — "Bccanorum 
offidum  eft"  fays  the  fynod  of  Ypres  (A.D-  mdlxxvil), 


S.  V.  C.  III.]  j&upcrbteion  of  t\)t  ©Urgg.— Dead)?},  jFuncrals,  $cc. 

20!) 

"  omnia  et  fingula  munimenta  portionis  pajtoralis,  et  qnœ 
aliquo  modo  officium  pajlorale  concernunt,  confcrïbere,  et  fub 
inventario  (ne  dijîrahantur  ab  hœredïbus)  confervare,  fuc- 
ceffori,  dum  inftitutus  fuerit,  fub  attejîatione  de  receptis, 
tradenda  :"  and  to  the  like  purport  ipeaks  the  fynod  of 
Antwerp  (A.D.  mdcx). 

By  the  London  "Injtructions  to  Deans  iftural,"  above 
quoted,  "the  trean  is  to  make  a  return  into  the  confiftory 
court  of  all  who  interfere  with  the  goods  of  deceqfed 
clergymen  without  probate  of  the  will  of  the  deceafed,  or 
without  admin) ft  ration  of  his  goods  granted  by  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  diocefe." 

But  while  bringing  forward  thefe  extracts  in  illuftra- 
tion  of  arci)i'prcsby teraï  duties  to  the  dying  and  dead — 
more  in  place,  perhaps,  in  later  pages  of  our  riAPEproN — 
we  are  fufpending  the  far  more  ufeful  functions  which 
ïrcans  rural  were  charged  with,  to  the  living  clergy  of 
their  prefidencies  : — thefe,  hitherto  only  flightly  alluded 
to,  we  muft  now  refume  in  detail  ;  beginning  with  the 
canons  pertinent  to  the  apparel  of  minifters,  and  their 
converfation  with  regard  to  life  and  manners. 

Décret.  Synodi 
Diœc.  Antverp. 
p.  331. 

Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  1550. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Supervision  of  Clerical  Apparel. 

O  fee  that  the  clergy  were  ftrictly  canonical 
in  their  habit  and  tonfurc  was  a  leading  ar- 
ticle of  the  arcfrprcsbrjtcr's  duty  in  every 
îreanrp — one  of  the  earlieft,  probably,  with 
which  he  was  invefted  in  our  ifland  : — for,  from  Odo's 
canons  it  would  appear,  that  there  was  a  particular  garb 
for  the  priefthood  of  England,  in  common  life,  as  early 
as  the  year  dccccxliii  ;  though  it  afterwards  fell  into 
difufe. 

To  fupport  the  church  canons  upon  this  point  of 
perfonal  attire1,  the  toans  rural  were  to  fet  the  good 
example  of  walking  decently  apparelled  in  canonical 
coftume  with  clofe  copes  —  "  Omnes  îïecant  rurales  et 
presbgteri  decentèr  incedant  in  liabitu  clericali,  et  cappis 
claujis  utantur;" — being,  moreover,  in  their  own  per- 
fons,  "  honejtè  tonji  et  coronati" — in  deference  to  the 
ordinance  which  they  were  to  enforce  in  others.  Such 
was  the  twenty-eighth  canon  of  the  provincial  council  of 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiii.  eol.  787. 


(')  In  the  fourth  conftitution  of  the  papal  legate  Cardinal  Gallo 
(A.D.  mxxviii.),  red  and  green  veftments  are  inhibited  to  Dcang,  arch- 
prtegtg,  and  archdeacons  : — "  HecamS  quoque,  arcfttprcsbgtcrig,  et  archi- 
diaconibus,  ne  vejles  rubri  coloris,  vel  virides  habere  prcrfumant  :  et 
fpecialiÛr  arehidiaconibus  et  prœpqfitis  qui  kabent  curant  animarum,  ne 
cappas  foratas  habeant  manicatas." 
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Oxford  under  Stephen  Langton  (A.D.  mccxxii.),  with 
this  penal  confequence — that  all  violators  of  the  law 
were  liable  to  the  correction  of  their  fuperiors.  But  a  I 
prior  provincial  council  at  York  under  Hubert  W alter  | 
(A.D.  mcxcv.),  having  enjoined  both  crown  and  tonjure 
on  the  clergy  generally,  adds,  that,  if  any  unbeneficed  \  cc.m.  b^h. 
priefts  contemptuoufly  refufed  the  diftinction,  (for  the 
beneficed  were  brought  to  fubmit  by  deprivation1,)  they 
were  to  be  clipped,  againft  their  wills,  by  the  archdea- 
con or  fccarts.  {Can.  ix.)  "  Clerici  .  .  .  qui  bénéficia  non 
habent,  per  archidiaconum,  vel  ïïccanos  tondeantur  inviti" 
Departure  from  the  true  canonical  vejlure,  crown,  and 
tonjure,  in  the  bean's  own  cafe,  (unlefs  he  made  imme-  ; 
diate  fatisfaction  on  admonition)  was  ipfo  facto  fufpenfion 
from  office  and  emolument,  by  the  fifth  Legatine  Con- 
Jiitution  of  the  Cardinal  Deacon  Othobon  (yi.D.MccLxviii.); 
who  feems  to  have  taken  great  pains,  by  various  and 
peremptory  injunctions  about  drefs,  to  check  its  licen- 
tioufnefs  ;  though  all  his  efforts  were  of  little  avail. 
The  clerical  beau  continued,  defpite  canonical  inhi- 
bition. 

In  the  days  of  Archbifhop  Peckham  (A.D.  mcclxxxi.) 
complaint  was  ftill  made  of  the  unclerical  coftume  of 
perfons  in  holy  orders  ;  and,  it  was  faid,  that  the  ineffi- 
cacy  of  paft  legiflation  was  occafioned  by  this — "  Quod 
minores  prœlatï"  (doubtlefs  rural  fccans,  and  perhaps 


Ejufdem, 
Vol.H.  p.  5. 


(')  In  the  fulleft  Articles  of  Inquiry  at  Vifdation  which  I  have  ever  '  Oîotitinc  ©ctf)i 
feen,  viz.  thofe  of  Bifliop  Seth  Ward  (contained  in  his  i&Sg.  'Kotîttœ  of  g'gpt®"*"" 
the  diocefe  of  Sarum)  under  the  head  of  Minifters,  is  a  query,  Whether 
they  have  "  ha ire  long  ;" — but  the  good  prelate  does  not  impofe  on  his 
llcang  rural  the  duty  of  clipping  the  KaptjKOfxom  reç. 
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archdeacons)  "  kujufmodi  clericos  monj'truofos  monere  non 
audent;" — wherefore  the  council  enacts  (the  object  of 
the  church  being  defeated  by  the  putillanimity  of  her 
officers),  that  the  penalties  inflicted  by  the  law  of 
Othobon  (hall  take  effect  without  previous  monition; 
and  that  fpecial  inquifition  mall  be  made  in  every 
fccanrrj  after  offenders  of  whatfoever  grade  and  consé- 
quence, and  procefs  commenced  againft  them  "  informa 
canonicâ1." 

If  a  clericus,  duly  Jhaven  and  j/iorn,  were2  made  pri- 
foner  by  the  civil  power,  the  îïcan  rural  was  to  intercede 
for  his  abfolute  and  immediate  liberation  ;  or,  at  leaft, 
for  his  furrender  to  the  cuftody  of  the  church  : — "  Si 
clericus  habens  coronam  vel  tonfuram  competentem,  captus 
fuerit,  Jive  fuerit  notus  Jive  ignotus,  et  Uberatus,  moneantur 
captores,  et  detentores  per  liccartum  Ioct,  ut  eum  libéré  fine 
difficultate  recedere  dimittant  ;  nifi  forte  J ufpectus  fuerit  in 
manifejîo  delicto;  et  tunc  exigat  eum  becamts  loci,  ut  ei 
cuftodiendus  dimittatur  auctoritate  domini  epijeopi:  quod 
Jï  negatum  fuerit,  admonitione  prœmijjà,  eodem  die  nomi- 
natlm  excommunicentur,  &c.  &c."    Ex  Conjîit.  W.  de  Bleys, 
Wigorn.  Epi/c.  (A.D.  mccxix.) — But  when  thus  liberated 
by  virtue  of  his  clerical  privileges,  and  the  power  en- 
trufted  to  the  îïean  by  the  bifhop  for  that  purpofe,  if  the 

SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xin.  col.  1255. 

(')  See  Turner's  Hijl.  of  England,  Vol.  v.  4to.  p.  30,  note  AS  ;  Gib- 
fon's  Codex  I.E. A.  Vol.  i.  Tit.  vu.  on  the  Converfation  and  Apparel  of 
Minifters  ;  and  Archdeacon  Bayley's  excellent  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of 
Stoiv  (A.D.  mdcccxxvii.),  p.  44,  note  (g),  p.  9. 

(2)  The  council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  wccxxxi.)  can.  xvni.  commands  the 
civil  power  forthwith  to  declare  the  capture  and  imprifonment  of  clerks 
to  the  "Ôecanug  Ioct  fine  morœ  difpendio." 
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faid  clericus  were  found  to  be  infufficiently  "  tonforatus 
vel  coronatus"  he  was  to  fuffer  condign  punifliment  at 
the  hands  of  the  bifhop  "pro  incompetenti  tonforatione 
vel  coronatione."  See  the  Conjtitutions  and  Canons  Eccle- 
Jïajiical,  (A.D.  mdciii.  can.  lxxiv.  Decency  in  Apparel  en- 
joined to  Minijters. 


vol.  i 


T 


274 


pergonal  ^functions. 


[Part  IV. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  673. 


Gloffar.  Tom.iv. 
col.  154. 


Sparrow's  Col- 
lection, p.  342. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Supervision  of  Clerical  Conversation,  as  to  Life  and  Manners. 


^^^^g|T  has  been  briefly  noticed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  remarks  on  the  infpectionary 
duties  of  ijcans  rural  in  relation  of  the  prieft- 
hood  {feet.  v.  e.  i.),  that  they  were  to  forbid 
the  appearance  of  the  clergy  at  any  indecent  /ports  mid 
plai/s. 

Upon  this  point,  the  Conjîitutions  of  Walter  de  Can- 
tilupe,  biftiop  of  Worcefter  {A.I),  mccxl.),  have  an  ex- 
prefs  canon  —  one  among  many  declaratory  of  thofe 
duties  and  obfervances  which  concerned  propriety  of 
conduct  in  the  clerical  order,  and  were  ceded  to  the 
more  efpecial  fcrutiny  and  correption  of  the  archdeacons 
and  toans  of  the  diocefe.  The  canon  alluded  to  bears 
the  title — "Ne  elerici  interfint  ludis  inhonejiis;" — and 
prohibits  in  detail,  "  Ne  elerici  interfint  ludis  inhonefiis, 
vel  choreis,  vel  ludant1  ad  aleas,  vel  taxillos;  nec  fujlineant 
lu  dos2  fieri  de  rege  et  reginâ,  nec  arietes  levari*,  nec  palœ- 


( 1  )  "  Ludère  ad  aleas  vel  taxillos  " — Angl.  to  play  at  dice.  See 
Strutt's  Spo?-ts  and  Pajlimes,  B.  iv.  c.  n.  p.  230. 

(2)  " Ludos  fieri  de  rege  et  reginâ" — Angl.  to  play  at  cards,  as 
Ducange  thinks,  who  cites  the  words  of  the  canon,  with  this  remark — 
"  Videtur  innui  ludus  quern  vulgo  Chartarum  dicimus,  fiquidem  eâ  eetate 
noius  fuerit."  See  Strutt's  Sports  and  Pajlimes,  B.  iv.  c.  n.  pp.  240, 
feqq.,  and  the  Canons  and  Conjtitutions  of  mdciii.  can.  lxxv.  where  the 
clergy  are  forbidden  to  fpend  their  time  "  in  aled,  chartis  pictis,  teJJ'eris, 
aliifve  ludis  illicilis,  &c." 

C)  "Arietes  levari." — In  Kennett's  opinion,  "  arietum  levatio"  was 

the 
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Jîras  publicas  fieri,  nec  gildas  inhonejlas;  et  prœcipuè  mer- 
catorum  et  peregrinorum,  quas  omninb  fieri  prohibemus,  per 
quce  multa  novimus  pericula  proveni/Je" 

Again — in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  about  the  fame 
time,  we  find  the  illuftrious  prelate  who  then  prefided 
over  that  fee,  Robert  Groffetefte,  urging  upon  the  fame  |  Brown's  Fa/d- 
functionaries,  by  letter,  continual  vigilancy,  in  order  to  !  Ap^e^Ç^m. 
put  a  flop  to  thefe  and  fuch-like  laxities  : — "  Faciunt  ' 
etiam,  ut  audivimus,  clerici  ludos  quos  meant  miracula1  ; 
et  alios  ludos  quos  meant  inductionem  Maii2,  fejium 


L 


the  fame  as  running  at  the  quintan  or  quintal  ;  for  which  fee  his  Glojfary 
at  the  end  of  the  Paroch.  Antiq.  Vol.  n.  ;  alfo  Ducange  in  vv.  Tom.  i. 
col.  389.  with  a  Iketch  of  this  fportive  exercife  ;  and  fee  Strutt's  Sports 
and  Pajlimes,  B.  in.  pp.  89,  feqq.  PI.  ix.  x.  xi.  xn. 

This  cuftomary  Englifli  fport,  practifed  ufually  at  weddings,  was  either 
fo  ludicrous  or  fo  dangerous,  that  it  was  often  forbidden  by  ecclefiaftical 
authority  : — as  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln  (J.D.  mccxxxii.)  ;  of  Worcefter, 
in  the  text;  of  Durham  (A.D.  mcclv.)  ;  befides  a  conftitution  of  that 
great  preferver  of  difcipline,  Bifliop  Grolfetelle — fo  called,  as  the  face- 
tious Fuller  tells  us,  "  from  the  greatnefs  of  his  head,  having  large  ftowage 
to  receive,  and  flore  of  brains  to  fill  it."  "  Roberti  titulus,  nomine 
Grande  Caput." 

(')  "  Miracula" — miracle-plays,  or  miracles,  as  they  were  commonly 
called — fpectacles  reprefenting  the  lives  of  faints  and  the  molt  eminent 
fcriptural  ftories — "  Miracida  vulgaritèr  appellamus,"  fays  Matthew 
Paris  :  and  we  learn  from  Chaucer,  that,  in  his  time,  plays  of  miracles 
were  the  common  refort  of  idle  gofiips  in  Lent.  See  Wharton's  Hifl.  of\ 
Englifh  Poetry,  Vol.  ir.  pp.  69,  feqq.  8vo.  Edit.  Clerks  were  not  only 
often  concerned  in  them,  but  they  were  acted  in  churches  and  church-  ; 
yards,  down  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  were  revived  by  Mary  1. 
as  an  appendage  of  the  papiltic  worfhip.  See  alfo  Strutt's  Sports  and 
Pajlimes,  B.  hi.  c.  ii.  pp.  1 16,  feqq.  Mr.  Wharton  afligns  the  probable  rife 
of  them  to  a  very  early  period.  See  Hifl.  of  Englijh  Poetry,  Vol.  in. 
§xxxiv.  pp.193,  feqq. 

(2)  "Inductionem  Maii" — May-day  games  —  Carpentier  in  voce 

t  2  Maium, 


Kennett's  GloJ- 
fary- 


Church  Hijlury, 
L.  in.  p.  65. 

Richard  de 
Bardney. 


Vit.  Ahhat.  ad 
Calc.  Hijt.  p.  56. 


Pegge's  Groffe- 
tefte, p.  11 8. 
note  (c). 

Wharton's  H.  of 
E.  P.  Vol.  iv. 
p.150. 


Gloffar.  T.  vin. 
col.  1126. 
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Konnett's  Paro- 
chial Anliqui- 
</cs,Vol.i.  p.336. 


Brady's  Hijlory, 
p.  597. 


Autumni1;  et  lain  fcotales2;  quod  nuïïo  modo  vos  latere  poffit 
Ji  vejtra  prudentia  fuper  his  dUigenter  inquireret." 

With  fuch  keennefs  of  fcrutiny  was  the  inquifition  of 
the  lives  and  manners  of  the  nobility  and  commonalty, 
as  well  as  clergy — all  ranks  and  grades,  from  the  higheft 
to  the  loweft — carried  on  by  the  archdeacons  and  beans 
rural  of  this  moft  excellent  and  energetic  disciplinarian, 
at  the  mitigation  of  the  two  orders  of  predicant  friars  of 
his  diocefe,  that  it  was  deemed  a  fit  fnbject  of  complaint 
to  the  king,  as  an  infupportable  grievance  and  impofition 


Epifi.  p.  331. 


Eccl.Laws.V.  II. 

MCCXXXVI. 


CC.M.B  e/H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  636. 

Gloff.  Archeeol. 
p.  506.  in  voce- 


Revpre^ii  Sy- 
nodic. Tom.  t. 
p.  418. 


Maium,  " ufus  erigendi  arborent,  primo  die  menjis  Mail  in  compitis,  vel 
ad  cedes  puellarum,  &c."  It  was  cuftomary  for  the  prieft  and  people  to 
go  to  fome  wood  on  May-day  morning',  and  return,  in  a  fort  of  triumph, 
with  a  May-pole,  boughs,  flowers,  garlands,  and  fuch-like  tokens  of  the 
Spring.    See  Maii  Inductio  in  Cowel's  Law  Dictionary. 

(')  "  Fe/fum  Autumni" — anfwering,  probably,  to  the  modern  harveft- 
home  feftival.  Bifliop  Grofletefte  enjoined  his  chapter  of  Lincoln  not 
to  permit,  on  New-year's  day,  the  "feflwm  ftuliorum,"  the  feaft  of  fools, 
to  be  played,  as  it  was  a  vain  and  filthy  thing. 

(2)  "  Scolales  " — Johnfon  fays  thefe  "  feem  to  have  been  public  com- 
potations,  at  the  charge  of  fome,  for  the  benefit  of  others."  Archbifliop 
Edmund  (A.D.  mccxxxvi.),  in  his  conjtilutions,  forbids  the  clergy  to 
publifh  fcotales.  And,  if  any  prieft  or  clerk  were  guilty  of  fuch  publi- 
cation ("  bannum  f  otallorum")  or  were  prefent  at  fcotales,  he  was  to 
be  canonically  puniflied.  Can.  vl  Spelman  glofies  "  Scotala,fcotalla, 
fcotallum,  fcotal,  et  fcotales — Juita  quofdayn  eft  compolatio  emungendce 
pecuniœ  gratiâ,  viciais  advenifque  ci  quolibet  exliibita.  Quafi  dictum 
à  Scot,  i.  pecunia,  et  aie,  i.  certifia  :  quod  inverfo  vocabulo  alii  an  ale- 
SÏ)0t  nuncupant."  See  Blount's  Ancient  Tenures  by  Beckwith,  p.  509 
It  is  ever  deiirable  to  point  out  any  evidences  of  connexion  between  the 
Anglican  and  Afiatic  or  elder  Greek  church  : — thefe  very  compotations 
are  forbidden  in  the  fifty-fifth  canon  of  the  council  of  Laodicea — ort  ov 
Seî  iepariKovc  r)  KArjpiKovç  é/c  av/jifioA)]*;  (rvfxirouia  êirire\eiv,  â\\'  oî'hè 
Acù'kovç.    See  Balfamon  in  loco. 
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upon  the  liberty  of  finners  ;  and  the  king,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  interpofed  and  flopped  the  inquifi- 
torial  proceedings.  But  how  much  the  religion  and 
good  difcipline  of  the  diocefe  was  afferted  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  activity  of  this  exemplary  bifhop,  aided  by  his 
fpiritual  deputies,  the  archdeacons  and  ÎJcans  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  jurifdiction,  appears  from  the  declaration  which 
he  himfelf  made  before  the  Pope  and  cardinals  of  Home, 
on  the  occafion  of  his  anfwer  to  the  appeal  of  the 
knights  Templars. 

The  council  of  Saint  Omer  {A.D.  mdlxxxiii. — '\idcxl.) 
prohibits  pallors  and  their  ïïeans  to  join  clubs  and  con- 
fraternities in  banquetings — fuch  being  interdicted  to  all 
ecclefiaftics  ;  and  that  of  Avranches  forbids  the  clergy 
generally  the  purfuit  of  field-fports,  hunting,  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms  and  other  offenjive  weapons,  on  pain  of  fufpen- 
fion  ipfo  facto  ;  and  commands  the  rural  titans  of  the 
diocefe  to  have  a  watchful  eye  to  fuch  offences  and 
offenders,  and  to  inform  the  bifhop  of  them  (can.  vii. 
A.D.  mdcxciii). 


Not  only  were  the  beans  to  fee  that  the  clergy,  en- 
titled to  the  diftinction  of  croivn  and  tonfure,  canonically 
obferved  them  ;  —  not  only  to  enforce  them  on  the 
refractory  and  difobedient  with  their  own  hands  ; — but, 
in  cafe  of  any  members  of  the  priefthood  being,  in  any 
flagrant  inltances,  guilty  of  behaviour  profcribed  by  the 
church — -juggling,  ji  age-playing,  buffoonery — fuch  as  was 
difgraceful  to  the  facerdotal  diftinction  of  crown  and 
tou fare — the  Ùcans  and  higher  officers  were  again  and 
again  ordered  to  deprive  them  of  it, 


Pegs'' 'a  Life  if 
Groffetefte, 
p.  148. 


See  Wharton's 
Anglia  Sacra, 
Tom.  II.  p.  347. 
and  Kennett's 
Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  I. 
p.  343. 


Stat.  Synod. 
Dioec.Audomar. 
'l  it.  xvii.  c.  XI. 
p.  80. 


SS.  Rvtomag. 
Pruv.  P.n. 
p.  345. 

Synodi  Abrin- 
cenfes. 
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The/.  Anecdot. 
Marten.  Tom.iv. 
col.  727. 


SS.CC.  Tom. 
xi.  col.  788. 
CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.I.  p.  135. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiii.  col.1253. 
Manfi  Suppl. 
ad  SS.  CC.  Tom. 
ii.  col.1057. 


The/.  Anecdot. 
Marten.  Tom. 
TV.  col.  858. 


It  had  been  early  enacted,  for  inftance,  that  no  "  cle- 

rici"  mould  be  "jocitlatores,  Goliardi,  feu  bufones,"  

"et  ft  per  annum  Mam  artem  diffamatoriam  exercuerint, 
omni  privilegio  ecclejiajiico  Jint  nudati  &c."  Accordingly 
the  Conjîitutions  of  the  council  of  Sens  (A.D.  dccccxv.) 
decree,  "  Quod  clerici  ribaldi"  (Juglers,  Spelman.  gl.  in  v.) 

"  maxime  qui  vulgb  dicuntur  de  familiâ  Goliœ  per 

ÎJtcanos  Œï)risttarutatts  tonderi  prœcipiantur,  vel  etiam  radi, 
ità  quod  eis  non  remaneat  tonfura  clericalis  :  ità  tamen 
quod  Jine  periculo  et  fcandalo  ijta  fiant."  The  fame  canon 
1  is  repeated,  totidem  verbis,  in  the  council  of  Rouen  (A.D. 
I  mccxxxi.)  can.  vm.  ;  of  Chateau  Gontier  (A.D.  mccxxxi.) 
can.  xxi.;  and  again  at  Sens  (A.D.  mccxxxix.) — See  Spel- 
man. Glojf  '.  pp.  264.  487—88.  and  Ducang.  Glojf.  Tom.  in. 
col.  502.  Tom.  vi.  col.  794. 

Mountebanks,  it  feems,  were  commonly  employed  at 
the  feftivities  attendant  on  marriages,  and  fuch-like  merry 
meetings,  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  ; 
and  the  clergy  too  often  proftituted  their  facred  pro- 
feffion  to  a  participation  of  fuch  abfurd  fooleries  :  con- 
nected with  which  there  is  a  curious  canon  in  the 
inji ructions  for  regulating  the  ïrecanal  office  of  the  diocefe 
of  Liege  (A.D.  mcclxxxvii.) — not  prohibitory  of  thefe 
revelries  altogether,  but  of  the  cuftom  of  fending  the 
jugglers  to  be  paid  for  their  exhibitions  before  the  bean's 
friends  and  relatives,  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  inferior 
clergy  of  the  fceanrtes — Can.  xvm.  "3Decam  pro  nuptiis 
confanguineorum  fuorum  non  mittant  presbyteris  fuis  fubditis 
joculatores  remunerandos,  nec  presbyteri  fuis  fubditis  vel 
fociis,  nec  clerici  clericis,  &c." 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XIX.  col.  30 l. 
can.  xciv. 


The  council  of  Treves  (A.D.  mccxxvii.),  in  a  canon 
devoted  to  ùeans  rural,  enjoins,  "  Qubd  trecant  aceufent  vel  etii. Kés 
déférant  nobis  vel  officiait  nojlro  omnes  facerdotes  vel  clericos  viï'cou?3.m' 
Infor  es  et  tabernarios,  fornicator  es  manifejîos,  et  celebratores 
clandejtinorum  matrimoniorum,  et  ufurarios,  et  negotiatores  :" 
and  orders  the  clergy  to  make  the  like  prefentments  of 
peccant  beans.    Nearly  the  fame  general  ordinance  "  to 
all  and  fingular  arcftpresugters  "  was  impofed  by  the 
fynodal  Jiatutes  of  the  church  of  Autun,  for  ftrenuous  and 
diligent  execution,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fame  cen- 
tury— "  Qubd  cum  omni  folertiâ  et  cura  adhibitâ  dïligentèr 
inquirant,  et Jhbtilitèr  invejîigent  ab  ardjt'pusbyterattrnts fuis,  fj{"^ef 
Jîjînt  aliqui  facerdotes  aut  clerici  Infores,  tabernarii,  negotia- 
tores, fecum  fufpectas  mulieres  tenentes,  et  prœcipuè  incon- 
tinentis  vitœ.    Quos  autem  taies  invenerint,  eorum  nomina 
nobis  aut  qfficiali  nojtro,  quàm  citiùs  potuerint,  mittere 
non  pojt ponant?    See  alfo  a  canon  of  the  fynod  of  Con- 
fiance (A.D.  mcccclxxxi.),  "  Contra  presbyteros  mercatorcs" 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Rouen  Collection  of  Councils, 
p.  571. 

The  "  Injunctiones  ad  Becanos"  of  the  winter  fynod  of 
Rouen  {A.D.  mdvi.)  imprefs  on  thefe  officers,  "  Ut  fre- 
quentiùs  queim  fieri  poterit  vifitent  fuos  curatos  ;  et  quos 
invenerint  malè  viventes,  informationes  fuper  hoc  faciant, 
et  affignent  eis  diem  coram  officiali."  Alfo,  "  Ne  fréquen- 
tent tabernas,  fed  exemplum  benè  vivendi  tàm  in  luibitu, 
quàm  moribus  et  converfatione  fuis  fubditis  ojîendant  :" 
— alfo,  "Ne  pecunias  accipiant  directe  vel  indirecte  à  fuis 
curatis  ;  vel  ab  eis  munera  exigant  ut  eos  finijlrè  vivere  per- 
mittank'' 

Laftly,  the  fynod  of  Bois-le-duc  (A.D.  mdcxii.)  charges  stat.  Synod. 

J'  J  K  /  B  Hvfcod.T.VU. 

the  beans  of  ©bristtantty  and  others,  uUt  publicos  conçu-  cap. m.  P. 37. 


CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  11. 
p.107. 


280 


pergonal  functions. 


[Part  IV. 


binarios,  vfurarios,  Jimoniacos,  alio/que  notoriè  criminofos 
presbyteros  ab  altaris  minijîerio  arceant"  upon  pain  of 
grave  punilhment. 


But  of  all  clerical  tranfgrejjions,  there  was  none  to 
which  the  watchfulnefs  of  rural  licans  was  more  fedu- 
loufly  directed  than  incontinence  ; — none,  againft  which 
the  councils  of  the  church  iffued  more  frequent  cen- 
fures  ; — none,  where  negligence  and  connivance,  on  the 
part  of  ÏJcans  and  archdeacons,  were  more  feverely 
reprobated  and  punifhed.    And,  of  courfe,  in  fpiritual 
watchmen,  expected  and  commanded  to  be  keenly  alive 
to  the  carnal  faults  of  the  inferior  clergy,  perfonal  chajtity 
was  eflentially  required. 
ss.  cc. Tom. vi.      Accordingly,  as  early  as  the  year  dlxvii,  we  find  the 
fécond  council  of  Tours  decreeing,  in  its  nineteenth 
canon,  an  effectual  mode  of  enfuring  the  continence  of 
fatcan  arefcprusts,  and  of  attefting  the  fame  to  the  church: 
— "  arcôtpresbrjteri  btcaru,  et  diaconi,  et fubdiaconi,  non  qui- 
dhn  omnes,  fed  plures  in  hâc  ffpicione  tenentur  à  populo, 
quod  cum  conjugibus  fuis  maneant.    Pro  qua  re  hoc  placuit 
.  obfervare,  ut  quotiefcunque  archjprcsbgttr,  feu  in  vico  man- 
ferit,feu  ad  villain  Juam  ambulaverit,  unus  lector  canonicorum 
fuorum,  out  certus  aliquis  de  numéro  clericorum  cum  illo 
ami  nil  et,  et  in  cellâ  vbï  ille  jacet,  ledum  habeat  pro  tejti- 
monio.      Septem  autem  inter  fubdiaconos  et  lectores,  vel 
laicos  habeat  concej/os,  qui  vicifsim  feptimanas  cum  illo 
facere   omninb  procurent:   et  qui  d'ftulerit,  fujiigetur." 
—  If  the  arebpmsts  neglected  the   correction  of  the 
clergy  ("juniores  fuos")  in  this  crime  of  conjugal  inter- 

1  
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cour/k1,  continues  the  fame  canon,  "  ab  epifcopofuo  in  civitate 
retrudantur  in  cellam,  ïbique  menfe  integro  panem  cum  aquâ 
manducent,  et  pœnitentiam  ayant  pro  Jîbi  credito  clero,  quià 
nuïïi  clericorum,  juxta  fententiam  canonum,  cum  conjuge  fuâ 
manere  permittitur." 

Again,  the  council  of  Auxerre  (A.D.  dlxxviii.)  enacts,  ss.  cc. Tom. vi. 
in  its  twentieth  canon — "Si  presbyter  (quod  nef  as  eft  co1,644" 
dicere)  aut  d'aconus,  out  fubd'aconus,  pojî  acceptam  bene- 
dict ionem,  infantes  procreaverit,  aut  adulter ium  commfnit, 
et  arcf)t'presbnter  hoc  epifcopo  aut  archidiacono  non  intima- 
ient, integro  anno  non  communicet  ;  Mi  verb,  qui  hoc  com- 
mferint,  deponantur." 

Laftly,  the  council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  mlxxii.)  can.  xv.  Ejufd  t.xh. 
under  the  fame  head,  "De  clericis  nxoratis,"  and  "  Quales  Cone.  Rolomae. 
efje  debeant  utcaru,"'  enjoins  "Ut  tales  toccant  eligantur,  qui      '  P 
fciant  fubditos  redarguere  et  emendare,  quorum  vita  non  Jit 
inf amis,  fed  meritb  praferatur  fubditis;" — implying  therein 
that  exemplary  abjlinence  was  expected  in  the  perfons 
of  the  îreans  themfelves. 

To  enforce  clerical  celibacy2  in  England,  Archbifhop 
—  _  _      .  _ 

(')  In  the  firft  three  centuries,  we  hear  of  no  injunction  to  celibacy; 
nor,  indeed,  till  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Great  (near  the  clofe  of 
the  fixth  century),  was  this  law  univerfally  received. 

(2)  Among  the  many  proofs  of  the  eaftern  origin  of  the  Britilh  church, 

it  is  here  pertinent  to  remark,  that  the  early  clergy  of  thefe  illes — all 

the  Anglican,  and  many  of  the  elder  Anglo-Saxon  clergy — copied  thofe 

of  the  Greek  church,  in  retaining  their  wives.    In  the  latter,  even  bifliops 

were  permitted  to  keep  their  wives  till  the  council  of  Trullo  {A.D.  dcxcii.), 

according  to  Balfamon  ;  and  here  in  England,  till  the  reign  of  Edgar, 

and  the  primacy  of  Dunftan,  Mr.  Johnfon  fays,  "  It  is  certain,  that 

even  thofe  of  the  clergy  who  lived  in  monafteries  had  their  wives  coha-   Johnfon's  Pre. 

biting  with  them.    And  the  chronicle  of  Winton  informs  us,  how,  after  "y1^  \°  ^'^^ 

a  long  ftruggle,  they  were  at  laft  ejected  by  the  miraculous  voice  of  a  &  P- 6-  note> 

can.  ill. 

crucifix, 
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Wilkins's  LL. 
Angl.  Saxon. 
Eccl.  St  Civil. 
p.  306. 


Works  by  He- 
ber,  Vol.  Xiv. 
p.  138. 


Anfelm,  who  regarded  the  marriage  of  the  clergy  as  the 
moft  intolerable  of  all  abufes,  held  a  council  at  London 
(A.D.  mcvii.),  expreffly  directed  adverfus  incontinentes  cle- 
ricos.  Earlier  attempts  had  been  made  by  this  prelate 
(A.D.  mcii.),  and  by  Lanfranc1  his  predeceffbr  (A.D. 
mlxxvi.),  by  the  penitential  canons  (A.D.  dcccclxiii.),  by 
Elfric  (A.D.  dcccclvii.),  (the  fin  being  equalized  with 
murder,  in  its  punilhment,  by  the  penitential  canons)  to 
impofe  Jingle  life  on  the  Englith  clergy.  But,  on  the 
authority  of  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  it  had  not  been 
prohibited  to  them  generally  to  marry  till  the  tenth 
century.  Afterwards  — u  when,  by  the  attempts,  and 
preflures,  and  tyranny,  and  arts  of  a  hundred  and  thirty 
years'  continuance,  the  clergy  were  driven  from  their 
chajie  marriages"  in  the  words  of  Jeremy  Taylor, — ■ 
during  the  protracted  ftruggle  that  thereupon  enfued 
between  men's  natural  rights  and  the  arbitrary  injunc- 
tions of  the  papacy  and  its  emiffaries,  the  interference  of 


theReformation. 
Vol.  l.  p.  42. 
Vol.  it.  p.  187 


crucifix,  which  yet  was  heard  by  none  but  the  king  and  the  archbifliop." 
Bumet's  Hift.  of  (Spelman.  Concil.  Vol.  i.  p.  492.) — Again,  "When  they,  the  clergy,  were 
put  out  from  their  feats,"  in  Bifliop  Burnet's  words,  "  becaufe  they  would 
not  quit  their  wives,  they  were  not  deprived  of  facred  orders."  .  ..."  In 
the  Weflern  church,  married  clergymen  are  noticed  in  many  Spanilh 
and  Gallican  fynods  ;  wherein  bimops'  and  priefts'  ivives  are  called 
epifcopœ  and  presbyterœ."  The  reader,  who  may  wifh  to  fee  the  fub- 
ject  of  clerical  celibacy  difcuffed  in  a  mafterly  way,  is  referred  to  Suicer 
Thef.  Ecclef.  in  v.  Tâfxoq,  coll.  725,  feqq.  ad  734.  He  will  alfo  find  much 
valuable  hiftorical  matter  collected  by  the  Rev.  E.  Pagitt,  in  his  Chrijlia- 
nographie,  Partm.  4.  Marriage  of  Priejls,  pp.56,  feqq. 

(')  Lanfranc  did  not  impofe  celibate  on  the  clergy  in  the  villages, 
but  only  on  thofe  that  lived  in  towns,  and  on  prebendaries.  But  Anfelm 
carried  it  farther,  and  fimply  impofed  it  on  all  the  clergy  :  yet  himielf 
laments,  that  fodomy  was  become  then  very  common,  and  even  public. 


Burnet's  Hift.  of 
theRiformalioH. 
Vol.  II.  P.  II. 
B.i.  pp.  1S7-88. 


S.  V.  C.  V.]     jfcupcrbteion  of  the  ©lergg.— ïïtfe  ant)  Ranima.  283 

Ùeans  rural  on  the  fide  of  inhibition  was  again  and  again 
called  for.  Nor,  indeed,  when  the  Pope  had  apparently 
eftablifhed  his  anti-matrimonial  decree,  and  got  the  clergy 
partially  to  yield  unwilling  fubmiiïion  to  it  (which  they 
did,  as  a  mere  law  of  the  church,  founded  on  no  law 
of  the  Gofpel),  could  the  papal  veto  be  fubfequently 
upheld  without  the  continued  vigilancy  of  our  rural 
officers, — themfelves  advocates  by  compulfion  of  the 
canons  of  celibacy,  and  invefted  by  the  church  with 
power  to  inflict  punithment  for  every  violation  of  it  in 
the  perfons  of  their  fubject  clergy. 

Accordingly,  the  tomes  of  the  councils  at  large  con- 
tain fome  few  mandates,  and  thofe  of  our  own  iflands  j 
more  particularly  abound  with  inftructions  to  beans, 
archdeacons,  and  other  ordinaries,  not  only  on  this  head 
of  profcribed  conjugal  union,  but  alfo  on  the  vices  con- 
fequent  upon  compulfatory  celibacy.    For  "  the  church  Pete's  uje  of 
was  overrun  with  a  deluge  of  incontinence,  fornication,  ^.IxT  *' 
adultery,  and  yet  worfe."     Since  "  thofe,"  in  Fuller's  Church  injury, 

. .     ,  -,  ii  p.19.  Xll.ccnt. 

emphatic  language,  "  who  endeavour  to  make  the  way  m.  b. 
to  heaven  narrower  than  God  hath  made  it,  by  prohi- 
biting what  he  permits,  do  in  event  make  the  way  to 
hell  wider,  occafioning  the  committing  of  fuch  fins,  which 
God  hath  forbidden." 

But  to  return  to  Archbifhop  Anfelm. — From  a  letter  Wilkins's  LL. 
of  Pope  Pafchal  II.  to  the  metropolitan,  it  is  clear  that1  A  '  °prà' 

( 1  )  In  the  diocefe  of  Sarum,  in  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  married  priefts  occur,  fathers  and  fons,  holding-  benefices  in 
fuccemon,  without  any  notice  of  papal  difpenfation  being-  granted  to 
them,  to  capacitate  them  fo  to  do.  See  ïJctuS  iftegîgtrum  j&anctt  ©gmunut 
-penes  Epifc.  Sarum.  The  paflag-e  is  more  particularly  referred  to  here- 
after, under  the  head  of  "Illegitimates." 
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CC.  M.  B  et.  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  378. 
Th"mnirin.  V.et 
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CC.M.B.  etH. 
Vol.i.  p.  410. 


Eju/d.  p.  502. 


Dr.  Brady's  f/Z/L 
of  England, 
p.  537.  A. 
Henry  III. 


the  clergy,  in  contempt  of  papal  penalties,  continued  to 
marry — "In  Anglorum  regno,  penè  major  et  melior  cleri- 
corum  pars"  are  declared  not  only  to  be  married,  but, 
what  is  a  much  more  extenfive  affertion,  to  be  actually 
the  Jons  of  prie  ft  s . — And  the  fame  was  the  cafe  in  France 
— where,  as  well  as  in  England,  extenfive  powers  of  dif- 
penfation  were  granted  to  the  Pope's  reprefentatives,  to 
make  exceptions  in  favour  of  the  clergy  fo  circumftanced: 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  laws  of  celibacy  were  to  be 
more  vigoroufly  enforced  for  the  future.  Anfelm  took 
up  the  matter  in  good  earneft,  and  under  his  primacy 
the  foeans  rural,  as  fupervifors  of  clerical  chaftity,  are 
bade,  in  the  council  already  referred  to  (the  firft  in  which 
they  appear  in  fuch  a  capacity  in  England,  for  celibacy 
was  not  enforced  in  rural  diftricts  before),  to  fwear,  "  Quod 
pecuniam  non  accipient  pro  tolerandâ  trattfgrejjione  ftatuti 
ut  clerici  caftè  vivant;"  and  non-compliance  with  the 
oath  is  made  punithable,  with  the  lofs  of  their  becanates. 
Again,  under  the  title  of  "  miniftri,  quibus  cum  archidia- 
conis  hoc  incumbit"  (unlefs  the  reader  would  rather 
understand  church-reeves  than  îïfans  rural),  they  are 
commanded  by  the  feventh  canon  of  Archbifhop  Cor- 
boyl's  Weitminfter  council  (A.D.  mcxxvii.),  "omtu I  Jludio 
et JoUicitadine  ab  ecclejia  dei  hanc  perniciem  (fcil.)  contu- 
bemia  midierum  iUicitarum  omnind  eradicare."  Sufpenfion 
is  threatened  by  the  York  canons  of  Hubert  Walter 
(A.D.  mcxcv.),  if  the  ïleans,  by  connivance,  notify  not  to 
their  prelates  the  carnal  excefjes  of  the  clergy  ;  while  the 
divine  benediction  is  invoked  on  thofe  who  from  zeal 
declare  them.    Can.  xvn. 

Like  vigilance  is  inculcated  by  the  conftitutions  of 
Sarum  (A.D.  mccxvii.),  according  to  Dr.  Brady — (but  I 
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do  not  find  any  fuch  fact  in  any  Sarum  document  of 
this  date)  ;  of  Durham  (A.D.  mccxx.)  ;  of  Edmund  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  (A.D.  mccxxxvi).  Indeed,  in  all 
the  canons  (each  pregnant  with  more  fevere  reftrictions 
than  its  forerunner)  which  paffed  the  church  at  this 
period  to  promote  the  darling  object  of  the  papacy,  the 
celibacy1  of  the  clergy,  rural  hearts  and  archdeacons  were 
the  conftituted  local  watchmen  of  clerical  continency. 
Nor,  indeed,  enlightened  as  was  Bifhop  GrofTetefte  of 
Lincoln,  and  inclined  on  other  points  to  conteft  the 
tyrannical  interference  of  the  papal  court,  did  he  on  this 
particular  fubject  (hew  more  illumination  than  his  con- 
temporaries;— it  being  the  reigning  opinion  of  the  day, 
that  even  the  conjugal  duty  was  not  confident  with  per- 
fect facerdotal  purity. 

Having  enforced  the  ftanding  order  of  celibacy  in  his 
diocefe,  GrofTetefte  had  to  contend  with  the  abufes  and 
immoralities  confequent  upon  it:  and  accordingly,  in 
one  of  his  many  letters  to  his  archdeacons,  preferved  by 
Mr.  Brown  in  his  valuable  Fafciculus,  we  find  him  ani- 
madverting on  thefe  officers  for  allowing  the  clergy  to 
have    intercourfe    with  focariœ2: — "Habent  facer  dotes 


Fafciculus  Re- 
rum  in  Append. 
p.382.Epiit.lU7. 


( 1  )  Fuller  tells  us  the  clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  Norwich  were  particu-  Church  HiJIory, 
larly  adverfe  to  the  project  of  priefts'  divorces,  and  in  the  fame  degree,  j  £  2"'  B' m" 
we  may  fuppofe,  troublefome  to  the  Decanal  fupervifors  of  morals. 
"  Indeed  Norfolk  men  are  charactred  in  jure  miitiicipali  verfatiffimi" fays 
the  witty  hiftorian,  "  and  are  not  eafily  ejected  out  of  that  whereof 
they  have  had  long  prefcription,  and  prefent  pofieffion  :  no  wonder 
therefore  if  they  ftickled  for  their  wives,  and  would  not  let  go  a  moytie 
of  themfelves." 

(2)  "Focariae  ita  dictée  funt,  ut  placet  Somnero  in  gloir.  à  curmidis  Brown,  not. 
focis  ;  hie  autem,  ut  videtur,  ad  aliufmodi  ignes  extinguendos  alebantur  ^ast0 

a  facer- 
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plurimi  fuas  focarias,  quod  etji  nos  et  nojîros  lateat  cum 
inquijïtionem  fuper  hujufmodi  fieri  facimus,  his  per  quos 
fiunt  inquijitiones,  perjuria  non  timentïbus,  non  bebet  tamen 
vos  Jic  latere  qui  prœfentialitèr  fuper  eos  tàm  per  vos  quàm 
per  fcecanos  et  bedelhs  vejtros  continue  vigihre  tenemini." 

In  the  diocefe  of  Conftance  (A.D.  mcccclxxxi.)  fen- 
tence  of  excommunication  ipfo  facto  paffed  the  fynod 
"contra  presbyteros  notoriè  concubinarios  et  tenentes  penes 
Je  focarias;"  and  a  ftrong  injunction  was  laid  on  the 
îïfans  of  ttjc  cottntrg  to  denounce  all  fuch  to  the  con- 
ftituted  ecclefiaftic  authorities,  on  pain  of  excommuni- 
cation.   But  the  continental  toans  do  not  appear  to 


a  facerdotibus  i/lius  œvi — {et  citjus  quidam  7iôn,  ubl  tàm  nefarïè  prohi- 
bitum eis  fuit  fanctum  matrimonium? ") — See  Ducange  and  Spelman 
in  voce  —  and  Bifliop  Gibfon's  Codex  {Lawful  Marriage  of  Priejls  in 
our  Reformed  Church) — "  Not  to  mention,"  fays  he,  "  the  abominations 
detected  by  the  commiffioners  for  vifiting  of  religious  houfes  temp. 
Hen.  8.,  I  will  produce  one  more  impartial  evidence,  viz.  the  acts  of 
the  metropolitical  vifitation  of  Archbifhop  Wareham  ;  in  which  we  find, 
that  in  the  two  diocefes  of  Bangor  and  St.  David's,  above  eighty  priefts 
were  actually  prefented  for  incontinence."    But  what  is  this  to  the  boajt 
Delncertitudine   of  a  certain  prelate  recorded  by  Henricus  Cornelius  Agrippa — "De  quo 
Scien'Lrum,       legimus  gloriatum  in  convivio,  habere  fe  undecim  millia  facerdotum 
c  lxiv.  concubinariorum,  qui  in  fingulos  annos  illi  aurum  pendent?" — The 

reafon  why  the  ruling  powers  encouraged  concubinage,  rather  than 
marriage,  was  this,  he  tells  us — "  Quia  ex  concubinis  proventus  illis  ejl 
amplior." 

The  incontinent  clergy  might  fairly  afcribe  fome  part  of  their  vicious 
habits  to  their  ruling  fuperiors,  if  in  the  decretals  of  Gratian  (which, 
though  nearly  all  furreptitious,  are  upheld  in  credit  by  the  papacy)  it  be 
actually  laid  down,  as  is  reported,  on  an  alleged  authority  of  a  council 
at  Toledo,  "  Qui  non  habet  uxorem,  loco  illius  concubinam  debet  ha- 
bere." D.  34.  Ed.  Paris,  mdxix.  My  edition,  however,  I  muft  confefs, 
reads,  "  Ut  unius — mulieris,  aut  uxoris,  aut  concubinae  ft  conjunctione 
conte?ifus." 
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have  had  their  attention  very  frequently  or  forcibly 
directed  to  the  fupport  of  celibate-canons.  Either  the  j 
clergy  abroad  were  lefs  uœorious  than  our  infular  eccle- 
iiaftics,  or,  being  more  in  awe  of  papal  edicts  and  ana- 
themas, more  effectually  fubdued  their  natural  defires, 
in  compliance  with  his  holinefs's  will  and  pleafure.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  they  gave  very  little  trouble  to  the  local  orïït= 
n  a  n'es  (as  far  at  leaft  as  we  can  judge  from  the  almoft 
entire  abfence  of  canons  directed  to  the  point  in  the 
councils  of  Europe)  on  the  fcore  of  incontineney.  But 
in  England  the  cafe  was  altogether  different.  The 
cuftoms  of  the  Greek  church  (originally  introduced  here 
by  St.  Paul  or  other  apoftolical  miffionary),  in  refpect  of 
clerical  marriage,  were  never  fo  completely  eradicated 
as  to  admit,  generally  and  without  refiftance,  the  oppo- 
fite,  unfcriptural  ufages  of  the  Latin  church  :  and  thence 
the  neceffity  of  the  frequent  repetition  of  canons  en- 
forcing celibacy,  and  the  oft-recited  admonitions  to  îïcans 
rural  to  apply  them  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  See  Suicer 
in  voce  Vâfxoç,  and  Beveridge  ad  can.  v.  Apojlol.  in  Pandect. 
Canon.  Vol.  n.  p.  18,  on  the  lawfulnefs  of  marriage  m  the 
Greek  clergy. 

The  earlieft  penalties  inflicted  on  the  clergy  of  Eng- 
land for  incontineney  may  be  feen  in  the  Penitential 
Canons  (fuppofed  to  have  been  compiled  by  Dunftan) 
publifhed  by  Wilkins,  under  the  title  of  Canones  editi  ce.  m.  b.  et  h. 
fub  Edgaro  rege  —  (A.D.  dcccclx.)  —  cann.  xxx. — xxxi.  Vol  I  p'233' 
The  punifhments,  fubfequently,  varied  at  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  the  Pope  and  his  partifans;  but  whatever 
they  were,  the  beans  rural  (as  foon  as  thofe  officers  were 
inftituted)  were  generally  concerned  in  their  due  en- 
forcement. 
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Sufpenlion  and  excommunication  were  frequent  punifh- 

Voi"'B673H'  ments  °f  tne  guilty  clergy-  But,  their  delinquencies 
be  as  heinous  as  they  might,  it  was  enacted  by  W.  de 
Cantilupe,  in  his  Worcefter  Conjtitutions  (A.D.  mccxl.), 

Vol.  ii.  P.  3oo.  and  by  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  Woodloke  of  Winchefter 
{A.D.  mcccviii.),  that  the  churches  were  not  to  be 
fufpended  by  the  beans,  or  fuperior  ordinaries,  from 
the  celebration  of  divine  fervice,  while  the  delinquents 
themfelves  could  be  made  amenable,  for  profeffional 
tranfgreffions,  in  their  proper  goods  and  perfons,  by 
diftraining  and  fequeftration,  by  fufpenfion  and  excom- 
munication. Indeed,  thefe  enactments  were  of  general 
interpretation,  applicable  to  clerical  mifdemeanours  of 
whatever  kind,  and  not  to  incontinency  alone.  But  if 
the  treans  allowed  any  of  their  fubject  brethren,  fo  fuf- 
pended, or  who  had  been  a  fécond  time  guilty  of  incon- 
tinence, after  penance  once  accepted,  again  to  officiate  — 
refuming  their  holy  calling  without  prohibition — then 
the  officers  themfelves  were  to  be  fufpended,  ipfo  facto, 
by  the  Winton  council.  And  laftly,  if  they  commuted 
the  quality  and  degree  of  penance  enjoined,  or  varied  it 
for  the  fake  of  extorting  money  from  the  guilty,  more 
readily,  by  fuch  iniquity,  they  were  to  reftore  twice  the 
fum  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and  to  fuffer  other  grave 
punifhment. 

But  enough  of  clerical  celibacy  and  its  confequences — ■ 
of  the  canons  and  conftitutions  for  its  fupport,  and  the 
penalties  for  its  infraction.    1  The  conduct  of  Cardinal 

Matt  Paris, Lib.       (')  "  Cùm  igitur  in  concilio  feverijjime  de  uxoribus  face.rdotum  trac- 
vii.  p. 219.         ta//èt,fu?nmum  fcelus  ejje  à  meretricis  latere"  ("fo  he  called  a  prieft's 
wife"  fays  Ephraim  Pagitt,  Chriftianographie,  P.  iv.  p.  59 )  "  corpus 

Chrifli 


S.  V.  C.  V.]     j&iiperbijston  0{  the  ©({rgg.— ïïtfc  anï)  JWartncr*. 
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John  de  Crema,  the  legatine  advocate  under  Pope  Matth.  Paris, 

/         .         ?  p  .  .  Hift.Anul. 

Hononus  IL  01  the  wickednefs  of  marriage  in  the  prieft-  ^..o.mcxxv. 
hood  (for  he  came  to  England  "with  his  bignefs  and 

bravery,"  fays  Fuller,  "  to  blufter  the  clergie  out  of  Church  Hijiory, 

,!  .       ,,N  ,    -i  1    „  t     i  -,  i-i  Cent.  XII.  B.  ill. 

their  ww  ),  we  are  told,  "not  a  little  advantaged  the  p.23. 

reputation  of  married  priefts;"  inafmuch  as  it  proved, 

by  a  flagrant  example  in  his  own  perfon,  the  unfitnefs 

of  fnch  celibate-canons  to  the  condition  of  humanity. 

And  "God  being  long  provoked  by  the  impureft  fer-  J.TayWs  Rule 

C  I,  •  1  j    «    -n.  •  9         j  of  Conference, 

vices  01  concubinage,  awakened  Lhriitian  princes'*  and  Works,  v. xiv. 
priefts,  into  liberty,  and  holinefs,  and  reformation." 


Chrijli  faciendum  furgere,  cum  eâdem  die  corpus  Chrijli  confeeiffet, 
cum  meretrice  pqjl  vefperam  interceptus  eft."  "  The  great  honour 
wherewith  he  was  everywhere  received,"  fubjoins  the  "  parfon  of  the 
church  of  Saint  Edmond  the  King,  in  Lombard-ftrect,"  "  was  turned  into 
great  fliame,  and  he  ftole  home,  through  the  judgment  of  God,  con- 
founded and  afliamed." 

(2)  King  Henry  I.  having  been  petitioned  by  the  bifliops  in  council 
to  fupport  the  canon  of  celibacy  in  ecclefiaftics,  inftead  of  endeavouring 
to  enforce  with  rigour  a  law  fo  much  at  variance  with  the  natural  feel- 
ings of  mankind,  converted  it  into  a  fifcal  advantage,  and,  "  taking  upon 
himfelf  what  may  be  called  the  popely  privilege  of  felling  indulgences," 
granted  to  the  clergy  of  the  realm  the  fociety  of  their  wives  upon  the 
payment  of  a  certain  compofition  and  yearly  tax — " accepit  en'vm  rex 
pecuniam  ivfinitam  de  presbylerit,  et  redemit  eos,"  fays  Henry  of  j 
Huntingdon  ; — the  tcanS  vural,  probably,  continuing  their  wonted  fur- 
veillance  during  the  fale  of  thefe  royal  licences,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  i 
ecclefiaftic  availing  himfelf  of  the  indulgence  unlefs  he  duly  purchafed 
it  of  the  king's  treafury  by  the  payment  of  the  eftabliflied  uife-compoji- 
tion.  Upon  fome  terms  or  other,  it  is  certain,  the  priefts  were  at  this 
time  in  a  ftate  of  marriage,  and  "  fo  continued,"  Mr.  Pagitt  affirms, 
"  in  the  time  of  Archbifhop  Theobald,  of  Thomas  Becket,  Richard 
Baldwin,  Stephen  Langton,  Richard,  Edmond,  Boniface,  Peccham,  and 
others,  during  well  neare  200  yenres  after  Anfelm's  death." 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Supervision  of  the  Spiritual  Ministrations  of  the  Clergy. 

'N  "  the  continuall  circumfpection  of  arc^prfS= 
bptcrs  rural,"  in  the  dean  of  Gloucefter's 
language,  "  in  looking  to  the  life  and  conver- 
Jation  of  the  presbyters,  dwelling  in  the  leiTer 
titles,"  we  have  faid  fufficient- — Our  next  extracts  have 
to  do  with  them  as  infpectors  of  the  fpiritual  minifirations 
of  their  fubject  clergy  :  the  obfervance  of  the  canonical 
hours  of  public  worfhip — compliance  with  the  rubric  of 
the  day,  in  preaching  and  prayer — in  the  performance  of 
the  fpecial  fermées  and  ordinances  of  the  church  —  in 
procejjional  rogation,  and  fuch-like  rural  ceremonies.  By 
attention  to  all  which  particulars  of  facerdotal  duty, 
the  local  prelates  were  enabled  "to  Ihew  unto  their 
diocefan  with  what  diligence  each  of  the  presbyters 
performed  the  work  of  God" — a  principal  object  of 
their  delegate  overfeerfhip. 

The  rural  beans  were  to  imprefs  upon  the  parochial 
clergy  the  obfervance  of  canonical  hours1  ; — which,  behdes 


(')  See  Cone.  Clovejhov.  can.  xv.  (A.D.  dccxlvii.)  ;  CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  p.  97;  Excerpt.  D.  Ecgbert.  xxvm.  {A.D.  mccl.)  p.  103;  Cann. 
Aelfrici,  c.  xix.  {A.D.  dcccclxx.)  p.  252  ;  Macri  Hierolex.  in  v.  p.  312; 
Van  Efpen's  Diffèrtalio  Canonico-hi/lorica  de  Horis  Canonicis  ;  Bing- 
ham's E.  A.  loco  citato  ;  and  particularly  Palmer's  Antiquities  of  the 
Englijli  Ritual,  Vol.  i.  pp.  202,  feqq.,  a  work  which  fliould  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  clergyman. 
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the  morning  and  evening  prayer,  (otherwise  called  matins 

and  vefpers),  were  the  firft,  the  third,  the  Jiœth,  and 

ninth  hours,  with  the  completorium  or  bed-time  :  or,  as  the 

times  are  divided  by  Mr.  Whitaker  according  to  modern  Hi/tor y  of  Man- 

acceptation,  the  horœ  canonicœ  were  three  and  fix  in  p.4i7?Vol'n" 

the  morning,  nine,  twelve,  and  three,  the  evening,  and 

Amongft  the  irregular  practices  of  the  clergy  of  his  Brown's  ^«oe». 
day,  the  non-obfervance  of  thefe  canonical  hours,  in  their  p-  382.  actcul 
church  fervices,  is  noticed  by  Bilhop  GrofTetefte,  in  a  dam  r.  Groffe. 
letter  to  the  archdeacon  of  Lincoln  (Epiji.  107 — before  llù!^0' Lm 
referred  to)  as  deferving  correction  by  his  ÎJccanal  and 
apparitorial  minifters — " Plurimi  facerdotes"  he  writes, 
"  deum  non  timentes,  nec  homines  reverentes,  horas  cano- 
nicas  out  non  dicunt,  aut  corrupts  dicunt,  et  id  quod  dicunt, 
Jine  omni  devotione  aut  devotionis  Jigno,  immb  magïs  cum 
evidenti  ojîenjîone  animi  indevoti  dicunt  ;  nec  horam  obfer- 
vant  in  dicendo,  quœ  commodior  Jit  parochianis  ad  audien- 
dum  divina,  fed  quœ  eorum  plus  confonat  Ubidinofœ  deji- 
diœ"  &c. — which  things,  the  good  prelate  adds,  ought 
not  to  efcape  the  watchfulnefs  of  the  archdeacon,  ever 
prefentially  infpecting  the  manners  of  the  clergy  and 
laity  by  means  of  his  ïieans  rural  and  apparitors — "  prœïia 


(')  The  church  of  England,  at  the  revifion  of  our  offices  in  the  reign  Palmer's  Ori- 
of  Edward  the  Sixth,  only  prefcribed  public  worfliip  in  the  mornbrg  and  ^"\. \.  p  "204? 
the  evening;  and  in  making  this  regulation  flie  was  perfectly  juftified  : 
for  though  it  is  the  duty  of  Chriftians  to  pray  continually,  yet  the  precife 
times  and  feafons  of  prayer,  termed  canonical  hours,  do  not  reft  on  any 
divine  command  ;  nor  have  they  ever  been  pronounced  binding  on  all 
churches  by  any  general  council  :  neither  has  there  been  any  uniformity 
in  the  practice  of  the  Chriftian  church  in  this  refpect. 

u  2 
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domini  fortith  prœliantes,  et  inordinata  prœd'icta  et fimilia 
ad  ordinem  reducentes1,  &c." 
Brown's  Fa/d-       The  fame  inattention  to  the  appointed  hours  of  divine 
p.  427.  worfbip  Cardinal  Campegio  accumulates  on  the  catalogue 

of  ecclefiaftical  abufes,  which  he  purpofed  to  reform  in  his 
Ratisbon  Conjlitution  (A.D.  mdxxiv.), — arming  ordinaries 
with  power  to  punifh  fuch  violations  of  difcipline,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  guilt,  either  by  diverting  the  received 
profits  of  the  benefice  from  the  delinquent's  own  ufe  to 
that  of  the  church  or  poor  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  his  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  the  fame  fault,  of  altogether  depriving 
him  of  it.  And  this  they  were  to  effect  by  the  inftru- 
mentality  of  their  archdeacons  and  beans  rural. — "  Cum 
bénéficia  propter  officia  juœta  patrum  fanctiones  dari  con- 
Jueverunt,  fierique  vix  pojjit,  ut  in  tantâ  prœbendatorum 
catervâ  non  reperiatur,  qui  officii  oblïtus  horas  negligat 
canonicas  :  hinc  Jtatuentes  vol  uni  us  et  ordinamus,  ut  loco- 
rum  ordinarii  per  archidiaconos  et  ïïccanos  de  hujufmodi 
facerdotïbus  negligentïbus,  fefe  diligentèr  edoceant,  et  fecun- 
dum  uniufcujufque  negligentiam  atque  dejidiam  fructus 
perceptos,  vel  in  utilitatem  ecclejîœ,  vel  in  ufum  pauperum 
vertant.  Quôd  fi  pojt  légitimas  monitiones  et  Jîmid  primam 
correctionem,  in  eandem  negligentiam,  qua  difjolutœ  prorjus 
mentis  indicium  ejî,  quis  relabatur,  turn  beneficio  etiam 


Î0îê.  Slc^iêtc.  (')  If  the  chanters  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum  were  too  often 

M  f o 4 o? /)" les"  abfent  from  thefe  horœ  canonicœ,  or,  in  other  words,  from  divine  worfliip^ 
Epifc.  Sarisbur.  the  Conjlitutions  of  Bifliop  Ofmund  enacted,  that  they  fliould  feek  pardon 
of  the  dean  and  chapter,  proftrating  themfelces  before  them  : — and  if 
they  did  not  amend  under  correption,  they  were  to  be  degraded,  and  to 
fubmit  to  penance  "  in  c/ioro  ultimi  puerorum  fecundîim  quantitatem 
delicti." 
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ecclejîajïico  privetur  :  coïïatorique  vel  patrono  de  alio  idonco 
providendi  aut  prœfentandi  Jit  potejlas." 

Laftly,  the  fynod  of  Antwerp  (A.D.  mdlxxvi.),  under  smt.  synod. 

il        17     ?•   •  7i        o  l  •    •  •  c         •  Dicec.  Antierp. 

the  head  de  atvino  cultu,  has  lèverai  injunctions  relpectmg  p.  235. 
the  obfervance  oîhorœ  canonicœ, — commanding  the  brans 
rural  "  Ut  diligenter  inquirant  contra  négligentes,  eofque  ad 
epifcopum  déférant,  maxime  quos  deprehendent  celebrare 
non  lectis  horis:"  and  at  a  later  period  (A.D.  mdcx.), 
fummarily  decreeing — "  Beneficium  Jîmplex  obtinens,  habi-  Décret,  synod, 
turn  clericalem  gejlet,  horas  canonicas  legat,  oneribus  mif-  mx.vin.cxxi. 
fa  rum,  et  aliis  fi  quœ  incumbunt,  fatisfaciat  ;  eorumque  om-  P 
nium  legitimum  tefiimonium  ....  ïrccano  ruralt  exhibeat 
 alioquhi  fructus  non  faciat fuos." 


To  the  non-obfervance  of  horœ  canonicœ  we  may  fub- 
join,  from  the  fore-cited  letter  of  "  Seynt  Roberd  "  of 
Lincoln,  and  other  authorities  of  recenter  times,  a  few 
uncanonical  practices — deviations,  it  may  be,  from  the 
various  rubrics  of  the  day — in  refpect  of  preaching  and 
confejjion,  pointed  out  to  the  correction  of  beans  rural  : — ■ 
u  Sunt  quidam  redores  et  vicarii  et  facer  dotes,  qui  non  folùm  Brown's  Fafci- 

7.         *   r.  ,.  7.  j.  .    „  T.  cuius  Rerum  in 

aiulire  jajtidiunt  prœdicatores  jratrum  ntriujque  ordinis,  Append.  P.382. 
fed,  Jicut  poffunt,  ne  andiat  eos  populus  prœdicantes,  aut  eis 
confiteatwr,  malitiosè  prœpediunt  :  admittunt  etiam,  ut  dicitur, 
prœdicatores  qnœjtuarios  ad  prœdicandum,  qui  folùm  talia 

prœdicent  qualia  nummum  melius  extralumt" &c.  Whereas,  Pegge's  Life  of 

the  bifhop  adds,  he  allows  no  queftuary  preachers1,  but  ro  e''eJte' 
only  the  parochial  minifters  to  open  and  explain  the 


(  '  )  "  Si  aliquis  de  quefluariis  ]}hilaterias  fuas  qftenderit  populo,  ad 
facilms  extorquendam  pecuniarn,  capiatur,  et  cum  fuis  philateriis  addu- 
catur  ad  officiaient,  &c."    (Prœcepta  Dccantg  facta,  A.D.  mccxlv.) 


CC.  Rolomag. 
Provinc.  P.  II. 
p.  79. 
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Décréta  Concilii 
Provincial.  Ca- 
meracen/is,  Tit. 
n.  cap.  VI.  p.  8. 


Tit.  xix.  c.  xii. 
p.  78. 

Stillingfleet's 
Ecclejialtical 
Cafes,  Vol.  I. 
pp.  16,  feqq. 


Objections  of 
Frères,  c.  xix. 
9Jïë.  Lewis's 
Effay  on  (Suf- 
fragan 2Mêl)opê, 
pp.  7,8. 


fervice  in  few  words  : — and  therefore  he  urges  his  arch- 
deacon ("per  fcecanos  et  bedellos")  to  purify  the  temple  of 
God  of  all  fuch  pollution,  to  induce  the  people  to  pay 
devout  attention  to  the  licenfed  preachers1  of  the  orders 
of  Friars,  and  to  confefs  to  them  with  all  humility,  to 
admit  no  quejtuaries  to  their  pulpits,  and  laftly  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  poffible,  all  intercourfe  between 
Chriftians  and  Jews. 

Such  paftors  as  either  cannot,  or  will  not,  preach,  or, 
by  their  preaching,  do  more  harm  than  good,  within  the 
diocefe  of  Cambray,  are  prefentable  by  îïeans  rural  ;  who 
are  fpecially  charged  to  fee  that  the  clergy  of  the  pro- 
vince fulfil  their  duties  of  preaching,  adminiftering  the 
facraments,  &c.  &c.  "Becam  ©Sristtaru'tatts,"  fays  the 
provincial  council  (A.D.  mdlxxxvi.)  "référant  epifcopis 
out  eorum  vicariis,  Ji  quos  deprehenderint  paftores,  vel  ob 
imperitiam,  vel  ob  negligentiam  à  prœdicatione  verbi  dei 
abft  inentes,  et  longé  magis,  Ji  quos  noverint,  qui  fuis  prœ- 
dicationibus  magis  dejîruant  quàm  œdificent."  "  potif- 


(')  Compare  with  this  Lincoln  canon,  the  forty-ninth  of  our  CC.  Ec- 
clef.  of  mdciii.  "  Mitrijlers,  not  allowed  preachers,  may  not  expound." 
The  preaching  friars  of  Grofletefte's  days  were  a  fort  of  licenfed  preachers, 
who  had  no  cure  of  fouls,  but  were  ftill  accounted  a  kind  of  paftors — 
authorifed  "jure  communi"  or  rather  "  privilegio  fpeciali,"  to  teach 
the  people,  not  only  in  the  churches  but  "  in  plateis  publicis  " — to  the 
entire  fuperfeding  of  the  parifti  priefts  ;  who  are  defcribed  in  a  provin- 
cial conftitution  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  as  being  "  fo  ignorant  and 
ftupid  that  they  rather  made  the  people  worfe  than  better."  Bifhop 
Groffetefte  is  faid  to  have  been  a  great  friend  of  the  predicant  brethren 
of  the  extenlive  diocefe  of  Lincoln. 

Thefe  friars,  it  feems,  were  fometimes  ordained  as  cfioreptgcopt  or 
Suffragans.  "  Frères/'  fays  a  writer  about  A.D.  mccclx,  "  ben  made 
bifhops,  to  go  and  prêche  and  convert  heathen  men,  and  leave  this 
ghoftly  office  and  be  Suffragans  in  England." 


S.  V.  C.  VI.]    SitpcrbtSton  0f  the  ©Ictgg  — Spiritual  ifêltntîStraticms. 


295 


Preerepta  !Dcca- 
niê  Facta  &c.  ex 
C  C.  Rot  orna  g. 
Provine.  P.  Et. 
p.  78. 


Jimùm  autem  obfervent  ïfccartt  ut  pajlores  in  prœdicatione 
verbi  dei,  facramentorumque  adminijïratione,  ac  in  cœteris 
omnibus  fuo  muneri  fatisfaciant." 

The  Synodal  Instructions  of  the  province  of  Rouen 
contain  a  few  ufeful  precepts  for  the  decent  and  regular 
adminiflration  of  the  fpecial  fervices  of  the  church,  ad- 
dreifed  to  ïicans  rural — ex.  gr.  thofe  delivered  to  the 
ïrcans  in  fcriptis,  after  the  winter  fynod  of  the  year  mccxlv. 
— " Prœcipiant  ïiccant  presbyteris,  ut  ante  jiatutum  tempus 
ab  ecclefiâ,  maxime  pecuniœ  interventu  non  recipiant  mu- 
lieres  ad  purificationem1,  niji  de  Ucentiâ  officialis  aut  archi- 
diaconi." 

Again  —  "  Ut  mulieres  defponfatœ  non  recipiantur  ad 
mijfam  eo  die  quo  fuerint  defponfatœ:  fed  fecundâ,  vel 
tertiâ  die." 

Again — "  Quod  presbyteri  diligenth  jingulis  diebus  Do- 
minicis  denuntient  in  fuis  ecclejiis,  fecundum  quod  de  novo 
efi  jiatutum  in  fynodo,  quod  per  fideni  datant  per  verba  de 
futuro  ;  nullatenùs  audeant  contrahere  volentes  fe  carna- 
litèr  commifcere,  donee  banna  fuerint  compléta,  ne  appareat 
aliquis  contradictor"  &c.  &c. 

Again  —  "De  facramento  matrimonii" — the  fynod  of  Décréta  synodi 

°  •'  Tornacenjis,  III. 

Tournay  (A.D.  mdlxxiv.)  decrees,  that,  if  both  contract-  p-  is. 
ing  parties  be  of  the  fame  bcanrrj,  they  may  be  joined 
together  in  wedlock  without  a  ïïecanal  licence, —  on  a 
proper  declaration  of  the  publication  of  banns  by  the 


(')  The  mothers  of  illegitirruate  children  having  been  improperly   Stat.  Synodi 
admitted  to  purification  in  the  church,  in  the  diocefe  of  Bois-le-Duc,  it  T  ^°c"n  'p'21 
is  forbidden  to  all  priefts,  by  the  fynod  of  mdcxii,  "Sub  pœnâfufpen- 
Jîotiis,  quam  eo  ipfo  incurrant,  mulieres,  quœ  ex  illicito  concubitu  pepe- 
rerunt,  ad  purificationem  adtnittere,  nifi  facilitate  ab  arcbtprcsbgtcro 
loci  ad  hoc  literatoriè  obtenfâ." 
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refpective  parochi,  the  one  to  the  other  ; — but  if  the 
parties  be  of  different  frcanrtrs,  the  letter  of  the  îican  is 
required  before  the  marriage  ceremony  can  be  performed 
by  either  parochus  : — "Sivero  diver/arum  foccanatuum  fue- 
rint  contrahmtes"  fays  the  third  canon  on  the  facrament 
of  matrimony,  "non  niji  receptis  priùs  fui  bccant  Uteris  ad 
affidationem  procédât  parochus." 

An  irregularity  in  the  facrament  of  the  mafs — (the 
adminift  ration  of  two  majjes  in  one  day) — is  pointed  at 
in  the  diocefe  of  Gloucefter  as  meet  for  prefentment  to 
cc.M.B.etn.    the  bifhop  by  ÎJfans  rural.  —  Touchinge  the  clergie,  can. 

xiv.,  it  is  enacted  by  Cardinal  Pole,  or  rather  by  his 
fub-delegate,  the  bilhop  of  Gloucefter,  in  his  Injunctions 
to  the  diocefe  (A.D.  mdlvi.)  ;  "That  every  bcaiu  mall 
lignifie  unto  his  ordinarie  onfe  every  quarter,  at  the  leaft, 
the  names  of  fuche  priefts  as  for  lucre  ufeth  to  fay  two 
mqffes  in  one  daie,  contrarie  to  the  canons  in  that  cafe 
provided."  And  the  like  irregularity  is  forbidden  by 
Gafpar  Nemius  to  be  any  longer  licenfed  in  the  diocefe 
Décréta  Synod,  of  Antwerp  (A.D.  mdcxlii.) — the  ïïeans  rural  being  the 
^"z>  MDcxLii.  publifhers  of  the  authoritative  revocation  of  all  licences, 
already  granted  to  any  of  the  parochial  clergy,  that 
might  fecm  to  countenance  fuch  facramental  abnfes: 


In  the  diocefe  of  Cologne,  we  learn  from  the  twenty- 
ss.  cc.  Tom.     fifth  canon  of  the  fécond  council  (A.D.  mdxlix.)  —  "  De 

xix.  col.  1394.  .  f  in-  • 

procejjionibus  rurahbus  (in  quibus  facra  hojtia  cum  imagini- 
bus  fanctorum  circumfertur") — that  it  was  committed  to 
ÎJcans  rural  to  exhort  the  clergy  "per  fuas  regiunculas"  to 
conduct  thefe  much  abufed  country  procédions  according 
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to  the  canon  of  the  church  : — "  Nec  vagi  et  incompojiti 
per  agros  difcurrant,  et  prœjerûm  Rogationum  tempore, 
quandb  deum  pro  mifericordiâ  et  frugum  confervatione 
imploramus  ;  tranfgredientes  pajlores  out  ipji  in  fynodis 
fuis  corrigant  out  vijitatoribus  nojlris  indicent" — fays  the 
cited  ordinance  : — which  is  again  followed  by  others, 
enforcing  on  the  clergy  obedience  to  their  beans  in  thefe 
and  all  lawful  matters  ; — commanding  the  epifcopal  vi- 
fitors  not  to  allow  difobedience  to  go  unpunimed; — and 
yet  farther  threatening  all  fecular  magiftrates  with 
excommunication,  who  fhould  dare  to  obftruct  the  fpiri- 
tual  police  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  See  alfo 
Décréta  SynodaUa  Dom.  Maximil.  Hen.  Arch.  Cohnienjis, 
Tit.  VI.  De  procejjionibus  &c. 

The  "  Nova  Prcecepta  "  of  the  archbithop  of  Rouen 
{A.D.  mcclxxviii.)  charge  the  presbyters,  "  Ut  quotihis 
dubium  erit  quandb  aliqua  jejunia  vel  procejjiones  infti- 
tutœ  fieri  debent,  ficut  in  die  Sancti  Marci,  recurrant 
ad  tfecamtm  locî,  et  fine  ejus  conjilio  ea  facere  non  prœ~ 
fumant." 

The  council  of  Noyon  (A.D.  mcccxliv.)  commands  the 
local  ortftnarics  to  put  an  end  to  hiftrionic  fports  and 
idolatrous  proceffions  ; — "  Jocidatores  Jive  hijtriones  de 
novo  candelas  cereas  tanquàm  res  facras  déférant,  et  nitun- 
tur  proceJJionaUth  portare,  populum  ad  ydolatriam  indu- 
cendo  &c.  Quod  nos  de  cœtero  fieri  prohibemus." — The 
archbifliop  of  Malines  bids  the  ïrcans  rural  inquire  at 
vifitation — "An  non  irrepferint  in  ecclejias  aliqua  fuper- 
ftitiofa  et  vana,  in  cœremoniis,  proce^ionibus,  peregrina- 
tionibus,  imaginum  et  reliquiarum  ac  fanctorum  veneratione, 
quïbus  mentes  Chriftianœ  à  Jincero  Dei  cultu  fensim  dimo- 
veri  pofjint." 


StatutaSynodal. 
per  Nicol.  Fpi- 
Jcnp.  Harlem. 
A.D.  MDLXIV. 


CC.  Rotornag. 
Prov.  P.  II.  p.  85. 


Covjlitutiones 
Synodales  Epi- 
fcopatus  Attre- 
batenjis,  Adden. 

(MCCCCLV.) 


Décréta  Synodi 
Camerac.  fol.  3. 
c.  II.  A.D. 

MDI.XVII. 
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pergonal  functions. 


[Part  IV. 


Bingham's  Ec- 
clefmll  Antiq. 
li.xin.  c.  1. 412. 


To  the  folemn  fervice  of  Rogation1,  procédions  were 
early  added  by  the  Weftern  church;  and,  as  circumftances 
required,  were  occafionally  celebrated  in  the  open  field. 
It  does  not  appear  that  at  firft  there  was  any  harm  or 
fuperftition  practifed  in  thefe  procédions, — no  pomp  of 
relicks — no  expofing  of  the  eucharift  to  adoration  ; — in 
fuch  folenmities  the  people  only  carried  the  crofs  before 
them,  as  they  did  in  fome  of  their  night-proceflions  for 
pfalmody,  as  the  badge  of  their  profeffion.  Afterwards, 
many  abufes  were  heaped  upon  the  fimplicity  of  pro- 
cej/ional  rogation, — feaftings  with  banners,  hand-bells, 
lights,  flaying  at  crofTes,  &c.  followed  in  the  train  of 
parochial  perambulation;  which,  in  the  days  of  papal 
England,  was  annexed  to  the  duties  of  the  Rogation- 
week,  and  is  {till  retained  by  the  Injunctions  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  {A.  D.  mdlix). 

But  I  do  not  find  that  any  fuch  revelries  as  thofe  of 


Gibfon's  Codex 
I.  E.  A.  Tom.  II. 
Apjiend.  §  IV. 
p. 1117.  II. 
Monitio,  &c. 


Hijlory  of  Xot- 
linghamjhire, 
p.  3 1 1 . 


Hart's  Medulla 
Conciliorum, 
p.  36. 


(')  It  was  cuftomary  heretofore  for  the  inhabitants  of  parifhes  fubject 
to  a  cathedral  or  other  mother  church  to  go  in  proceffion  to  the  fame  at 
Pentecoft,  in  token  of  fubjection,  with  crofles,  banners,  oblations,  &c. 
To  this  ancient  ufage  of  repairing  to  the  matrix  ecclefia  of  the  ïcanrg 
of  Pageham  at  Whitfuntide,  the  archiepifcopal  monition  in  the  &ppenUi.T, 
addrefied  to  the  tcan,  rectors,  vicars,  capellanes,  and  inhabitants  at  large 
of  the  ïlcanrg  of  Pageham  in  Suflex,  relates.    See  Chichefter  Documents. 

Dr.  Thoroton  notices,  that  it  was  a  cuftom  fanctioned  by  Pope  Alexan- 
der III.  for  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  to  come, 
at  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  to  the  church  of  Southwell,  with  folemn  pro- 
ceffion  : — that  a  fynod  was  there  held  ;  and  that  the  clirifma  brought  by 
the  fceans  of  the  countrg  from  the  church  of  York,  was  thence  diftributed 
through  the  other  churches. 

In  the  Inquifitions  of  the  archdeacon  of  Lincoln  A.D.  mccxxii.  it  is 
inquired  "  30.  An  alieubi  leventur  arietes,  vel  fiant  fcottali,  vel  decer- 
tetur  in  prœeundo  cum  vexillo  matricis  ecclefiœ  ?" 
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the  diocefe  of  Cologne  above  cited,  though  they  occurred  ! 

in  an  aggravated  form  in  the  Rogation-days  of  Arch-  c™'m.1b.$°h. 

bifhop  Cuthbert,  as  early  as  A.D.  dccxlvii,  and  probably  Vo1i  p-97- 

continued,  more  or  lefs,  in  our  infular  rural  procédions 

of  a  later  date,  are  recorded  as  meet  for  ïiecanal  or 

archidiaconal  correction  in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain. 

The  abufes 1  noticed  by  Bifhop  Gibfon  were  the  vfual  ! 

ceremonies  and  abfurdities  of  the  day.    See  Van  Efpen 

De  Circumgejiatione  et  Expojîtione  Eucharijtiœ,  I.  E.  U. 

Part.  ii.  Tit.  iv.  cap.  v. 


(')  "Thefe  perambulations  (though  of  great  ufe,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  bounds  of  parifhes)  were,  in  the  times  of  popery,"  fays  Gibfon, 
"  accompanied  with  two  great  abufes  ;  viz.  with  feaftings,  and  with 
fuperftition;  being  performed,  in  the  nature  of  procédions,  with  ban- 
ners, hand-bells,  lights,  flaying  at  crofTes,  &c.  And  therefore,  when  pro- 
cédions were  forbidden,  the  ufeful  and  innocent  part  of  perambulations 
was  retained."    See  Sparrow's  Collection,  p.  68. 


Gibfon's  Coiiex 
\  I.E  A.  Tit.  ix. 
cap.  xni.  Vol.  I. 
p.  213. 
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[Part  IV. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Authority  of  Deang  Mural  in  supporting  Church-Discipline, 

AND  SUPERVISING  THE  EXTERNALS  OF  RELIGION  GENERALLY. 


HE  converfàtion  and  minijlration  of  the  clergy 
finiftied,  proceed  we  next  to  illuftrate  with  a 
few  felections  from  fynodal  inftitutes,  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  authority  and  jurifdiction  of 
our  local  orbt'narfes  in  fupporting  the  externals  of  religion 
generally  ; — viz.  in  enforcing  the  rejidence  of  the  paro- 
chial clergy  on  their  cures, — in  the  regijtration  of  bene- 
fices and  beneficiaries,  of  curates  and  curacies, — in  the 
rejection  of  unlicenfed  minifters,  the  fons  of  clergymen  and 
illegitimates  (unlefs  fpecially  protected  by  papal  difpen- 
fation)  from  all  office  and  benefice, — in  the  guardianjhip  of 
the  church's  temporalities  during  vacancy  and  fequeji ration, 
— in  the  fujtentation  of  the  fabric  of  the  church,  the  manfe, 
and  all  other  ecclefîajîical  buildings, — in  the  due  keeping 
of  church-yards,  and  the  reconciliation  of  the  fame  when 
defecrated  and  prophaned, — in  the  blejjing  and  baptizing 
of  bells, — in  the  care  of  furniture  and  ornaments  dedicated 
to  divine  worjhip, — in  the  d'Jfribution  of  chrifm  and  oil, 
and  the  general  fuperintendence  of  all  matters  and 
things  connected  with  facraments  and  facramentals,  and 
particularly  with  confejjwn  and  penance. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  THE  PAROCHIAL  CLERGY  ON  THEIR  CURES. 


pqfal  &c.  chap, 
xiii.  p.  73. 


CC.  Rolomag. 
Prov.  P.li.  p.  79. 


Himfelf  perfonally  réfutent  within  his  arcfit'prcsbmcratc,  Con/l.  Wigorn. 
îïecanate,  or  pkbanate,  (for  he  could  not  be  promoted  to  voi.i  P.57i. 
the  fpiritual  headfliip  of  the  diftrict,  unlefs  he  had  an  ' 
ecclefiaftical  benefice  of  fome  kind  within  it,)  the  arcfi- 
prtest,  ïican,  or  pUban,  was  bound  to  fee  that  every 
incumbent  refided  on  his  benefice  within  the  jurisdiction, 
and  neglected  not  the  fabric  of  his  church,  the  duties  of 
reading,  preaching,  and  miniftering  therein,  and  the 
general  care  of  the  fouls  committed  to  his  paftoral  charge. 
All  delinquents  he  was  to  prefent  to  the  diocefan.  The 
Precepts  delivered  (A.D.  mccxlv.)  to  the  foeatts  of  the 
diocefe  of  Rouen  by  the  archbilhop,  enact — Ut  Jinguli 
foecant  dent  nobis  in  fcriptis  nomina  eorum  qui  non  rejîdent 
in  ecctejiis,  tarn  facer dotum  quàm  aliorum  :  item  nomina 
ecclefiarum  eorum  qui  non  refdent  in  ecctejiis  fuis  &c." 
The  Synodal  Statutes  of  the  bifhop  of  Liege  (A.D. 
mcclxxxvii.)  can.  xxi.  bid  the  ïltans — "  Quod  ipft  dili- 
genter  inquirant  nomina  et  numerum  ecclefiarum  in  quïbus 
inveftiti  perfonalitèr  non  deferviunt,  et  nobis  feu  officiate 
noflro  remittant"  The  council  of  Cologne  (A.D.  mccc.), 
addreffing  the  fame  officers,  fays — "  Vobis  iJecants  Cftrts-  ss.ee.  Tom. 

°  .    .  7  v  •        xiv.  col.  1280. 

ttanttatum  committimus  et  mandamus  quatenus  nomma 
illorum  qui  in  vejîris  îïccanati'bus  hujufmodi  ecclejias  occu- 
pant, et  nomina  paftorum  non  rejidentimn  perfonalitèr,  in 
fcriptis  nobis  intra  menfem  pojî  prœfentem  diem  tradatis,  ut 
hujufmodi  neghgentiam  et  defectum  de  prœlatorum  nojîrorum 
conflio  reformemus  ;  et  id  ipfum  in  quâlibet fy nodo  volumus 
obfervari"  on  pain  of  excommunication  : — "the  fitted  and 


The/.  Anecdot. 
Tom.  IV.  c.859. 
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A  Humble  Pro- 
pnfal  &C  chap. 

xm.  p.  "3. 


Slat.  Synod. 
Dicec  Audomar 
Tit.  XVI.  cap.  Ill 
p.  70. 


Tit.  xvii.  c.  in. 
p.  77. 


StalutaSynodal. 
Dioec.  Antverp. 
p.  233. 


The/.  Anecdot. 
Tom.iv.  col.476. 
&  col.  494. 
Cunc.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  H. 
p.  238. 


col.  495. 


Décret-  Synod. 
Dioec.  Audomar. 
Tit.  XX.  c.  v. 


fureft  means/'  obferves  the  author  of  Parochial  Reformer 
tion,  in  his  annotation  upon  this  canon,  tl  to  oblige  men 
to  their  duty,  and  to  out  a  drone  from  profaning  his 
profeffion." 

"In  hoc  advigilent  ïiccam',"  writes  the  fynod  of  Saint 
Omer  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.),  "ut  pajtores  in  prœdi- 
catione  verbi  dei,  facramentorum  adminijtratione  et  in  omni 
functione  pa  ft  oralis  officii  fui,  rectè  diligentèrque  verfen- 
turf — duties  which  pail: ors  cannot  by  any  means  per- 
form, unlefs  rejidentiary  : — wherefore  the  fynod  decrees, 
that  no  paftor  be  abfent  from  his  parochial  charge  beyond 
five  days,  <(  nifi  de  licentiâ  fui  ïrecant  in  feriptis  obtentâ." 
And  the  fynod  of  Antwerp  (A.  D.  mdlxxvi.)  enacts,  that 
no  minijtering  paftor,  regiftered  as  fuch,  be  abfent  from 
his  cure  for  eight  fucceffive  days,  "  abfque  Ùfcant  fui 
ruralt's  confenfu."  See  alfo  Décréta  Sj/nodi  Diœcef  Antverp. 
(A.D.  mdcx.)  p.  336.  and  Synod.  Statuta  Diœcef.  Yprenf 
(A.D.  MDCxxix.)  Tit.  i.  p.  283. 

Yet  farther  to  enforce  clerical  rejîdence,  the  feventy- 
ninth  canon  of  the  Ancient  Statutes  of  the  church  of 
Autun,  and  the  ninth  of  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  Bayeux 
{A.D-  mccc),  empower  rural  arcfjprcsfnjtcrs  to  feize  the 
benefices  of  non-refident  incumbents,  and  to  hold  the 
profits  thereof  during  the  bifhop's  pleafure  ; — non-com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  the  officers  being  fubfequently 
threatened  with  excommunication.  By  the  former  coun- 
cil, again,  it  is  decreed,  that  if  the  churches  of  the 
different  arcfn'prcsurjtEratcs  within  the  diocefe  of  Autun 
be  not  duly  repaired,  the  arcfjpn'csts  fhall  fequefter  the 
emoluments  thereof;  and  for  their  trouble  in  fo  doing, 
the  fynods  of  Saint  Omer  {A.D.  mdlxxxiii.  and  mdcxl.), 
grant  them  a  fair  remuneration — " jujtam  mercedem" 
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p.  107. 


Décret.  Diœcefis 
Gandavenf. 
Tit.  XVI.  c.X.  XI. 
p.77.^.D.Mi>CL. 


But  by  the  " Injunctiones  ad  Decanos  "  of  the  diocefe  of 
Rouen  (A.D.  mdvi.),  it  is  very  properly  forbidden  them 
to  fequefter  without  juft  reafon — "Ne fine  caufâ  arreftent  p^Rvtomag, 
fructus  benejicionm  Jub prœtextu  reparationum  minime  fac- 
tarum,  aut  altera  quâvis  occafione  :  quod  tamen  facer e  eis 
injungitur  habita  caufâ  légitima." 

In  cafes  of  non-refidence  by  licence  of  the  bifhop,  the 
facellani  of  the  fee  of  Ghent  were  to  exhibit  to  the  rural 
arcôprtests  their  licences  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
atteftation,  with  each  licence,  of  the  mafles  having  been 
canonically  performed,  and  the  charges  upon  the  bene- 
fices duly  paid.  The  officiating  curates,  likewife,  are 
annually  to  lay  before  thefe  officers  their  letters  of  ap- 
pointment, in  order  to  their  being  transmitted  to  the 
bifhop  for  renewal. 

The  refidence  of  beans  rural  in  their  teanrt'es  is  not 
barely  prefcribed  by  the  council  of  Rheims  (A.  D.  mdlxiv.), 
but  their  active  duties,  as  vigilant  infpectors  of  the  dif- 
trict  clergy,  in  enforcing  holinefs  of  life,  affiduity  in  their 
calling,  attention  to  the  repairs,  and  decent  furniture  of 
their  churches,  &c,  are  circumftantially  detailed  : — "  Quo 
melius  omnia  qua  ad  archiepifcojiatiïs  nojtri  curam  pertinent, 
refcire  poj/int,  et  omnium  clericorum  neglige ntiœ  et  peccatis 
occurrere  ïiccant  rurales  in  fuâ  ajjidui  maneant  ac  vigilent 
fpecula,  &c.  (Statut,  xvin.) — And  again  :  "Archidiaconi  et 
ïrecant  rurales  fœpè  moneant  clericos  et  potifiimùm  curatos, 
piè  vivere  et  orationibus  injîare,  hortarique  gregem  fuum  ad 
pœnitentiam  et  vitam  emendandam,  ac  reparandas  jjarochiales 
ecclejias,  qnas  peccatis  cleri  et  popidi  ità  merentibus  de  us 
permifit  pollui  et  devajtari  :  fed  in  reparatione  follicitudo  à 
curatis  ipfis  prœfentibns  adhibeatur,  ut  nihil  inordinatum  aut 
prœpojlere  et  tumultuariè  accommodatum,  nihil  propluinum, 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xx.  col.  1288. 
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nih'dquc  inhonejtum  apparent,  cùm  domum  dei  deceat  fanc- 
titudo." 

Laftly,  the  council  of  Marines  (A.  D.  mdlxx.), — "De 
Secants  Cftrt'sttanttatum"  &c.  cap.u.  writes  on  the  fame 
ss.ee.  Tom.     point: — "Cum  eadem  fit  ratio  de  pafloribus  et  atcfrtprts- 

XXI.  Col.  5  \  '  _ .  1 

/£rfpni  vmxis,  fen  îtttarris  ruralt'bus,  qui  et  ipfe  pajiores  pqftorum 
Tit^vTMap. it.  funt,  et  eorum  ojficium  in  obfervatione  morum,  tarn  pa/torum, 
quàm  laicorum  fui  dift rictus  conjijtat;  Jtatuit  luec  Jynodus, 
lit  ficuti  pajiores  hi  fuis  parochialibus,  ita  omnes  arcijiprcs- 
fcmert,  feu  (Etjristtanttatum  becant  in  Juorum  becanatuum 
limitibus  ad perfonalem  refidentiam  compeUantur" 

And,  in  our  own  country,  Cardinal  Pole,  in  his  Glou- 
\oi  iv  3  'us'  cefter  Injunctions  (A.D.  mdlvi.),  "Touchinge  the  Clergie" 
can.  xiv.  enacts,  "  That  every  bcane  mail  fignifie  unto  his 
ordinarie,  onfe  every  quarter,  at  the  leaft,  the  names  of 
all  fuche  parfons,  or  vicars,  as  are  non-refidente  upon 
their  benefices  "  &c. 


§2. 

REGISTRATION  OF  THE  CLERGY,  &C. 

Parochial  Anti-      Bifhop  Kennett  quotes  the  council  of  London  (A.D. 

p'Tei.'  * 01  mcccxlii. —  meaning  the  Conjtitutiones  Provinciales  of 
Archbiihop  Stratford  (CC.M.B.  et  H.  Vol.  n.  p.  696.)— 
the  Extravagants  of  the  fame  prelate  of  Johnfon's  Eccl. 
Laws  &c.  mcccxlii. — as  authority  for  the  ftatement  of 
his  Parochial  Antiquities,  Vol.  n.  p.  361,  that  "  Bural 
bfans  were  to  keep  a  reg'ifler  of  all  priefts  and  other 
clerks,  who  officiated  within  their  jurifdiction  ;  and  were 
to  take  one  penny,  and  no  more,  for  inferting  each 
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name  m  the  faid  rent  ter.      The  canon  m  quefhon,  cc.m  b.hu. 
however,  does  not  mention  ccans  rural  as  being  em- 
ployed in  inferting  the  names  of  the  mafs-priefts  or  other 
officiating  minifters  (fuch,  that  is,  in  Johnfon's  glofs,  as 
neither  had  inftitution  nor  licence  to  ferve  the  cure  from 
the  bifliops)  in  the  matricula;  and  therefore,  if  the  canon  see  Bingham, 
"Ne  inftituti  in  benejiciis,  vel  ad  facros  oi  dines  promoti  s.io. Matr'ieùià. 
indebitè  pro  fuis  Uteris  prœgraventur"   extend  to  rural 
beans,  as  it  probably  may,  they  are  included  under  the 
general  title  of  ordinaries,  and  as  fuch  are  bade  to  re- 
gijtcr  the  names  of  the  particular  priefts  alluded  to,  at 
their  firft  admiffion  to  celebrate  divine  offices,  for  the 
fum  of  one  penny,  and  no  more,  on  pain  of  fufpenfion. 

Whether  underftood,  or  not,  in  the  above  conftitution 
rural  tfcans  were,  undoubtedly,  commiffioned  by  Arch- 
bithop  Peckham  to  far  more  extenfive  reyiftrarial  duties 
in  the  firft  canon  of  his  Reading  council  (J.D.mcclxxix.), 
"De  injïitutionïbus  et  dejlitutionibus^  addreffed  to  his  Eju/d.  p.  33. 
fuffragans  : — "That  we  may  have  notice  of  benefices  johnfon's 
becoming  vacant,"  fays  the  archbifhop  in  Mr.  Johnfon's  mcclxxhc!' 
verfion  of  the  canon,  "  we  enjoin  and  command  you, 
my  deareft  brethren,  in  virtue  of  obedience,  that  by 
yourfelves,  your  officials,  archdeacons,  or  beans1,  ye 
caufe  to  be  written  down  the  names  and  numbers  of 
churches,  and  rectors,  with  their  names  and  firnames  ; 
fo  that  a  true  account  may  be  had  of  the  perfons,  and 
the  time  of  their  collations,  by  what  title  they  hold  them, 
whether  by  inftitution  or  commendam,  of  what  age  the 


(  '  )  See  the  I  lift  ructions  to  the  ÏJeançi  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Lichfield 
and  Coventry  (A.D.  MdCLVi. — MccLvn.),yèc/e  vacante, — Annates  Monaft. 
Burton,  p.  .370.— (Editor.) 

vol.  i.  x 
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rectors,  who  are  incumbents  thereof,  in  what  order  ; 
whether  beneficed  in  more  than  one  church  ;  whether 
difpenfed  with  for  plurality  ;  who  are  their  patrons,  and 
what  their  names;  of  what  value  every  church  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  Norwich  Taxation  : — and  let  the  bifhop 
of  every  diocefe  tranfmit  inftruments  clearly  ftating  all 
thefe  particulars  to  us  in  the  city  of  London  on  the 
Paroch.  Aniiq.    octaves  of  Saint  I lilarv,  tV.c.  &c."    The  object  of  which 

Vol.  II.  p.  361.       .  -n-n 

mquelt,  according  to  Bifhop  Kennett,  was  to  prevent 
litigious  fuits  for  the  title  of  benefices  ;  and  it  was  per- 
formed, he  fays,  by  beans  rural,  in  the  character  of  offi- 
cials of  the  bifliop. 
Décret.  Synod.       On  the  continent,  at  a  much  later  date,  the  like  dutv 

Di.œc.Audomar.  •* 

Tit  xx.  c.  h      of  reqiftration  of  benefices  and  beneficiaries  was  impofed 

p.  96.  cm.  p.  97.  «7l/  r 

on  our  ecclefiaftical  officers  by  the  Décréta  of  the  fynods 
of  Saint  Omer  {A.  D.  mdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.) — "  Habeant 
Irrcant  regiftrum  omnium  beneficiorum  fui  dijtrictûs  cum 
cura  et  fine  cura  afcriptis  nominibus  poffejjorum  et  ubi 
habitent:  cum  fpecijicatione  bonorum,  redditimm,  Jylvarum, 
pratorum,  terrarum,  et  Umitum  ac  terminorum,  et  onerum 
annexorum  quotanms  exhibendum.  Ejus  verb  regijtri  co- 
piant authenticam  ad  nos  mittant  in  epifcopatus  archivis 
refer vandam."  The  beneficiaries  were  obliged  to  render 
accurate  and  minute  accounts  of  their  benefices,  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  local  magiftrates,  to  the  beans  ;  and  the 
latter  again  to  the  bifliop.  To  which  purport  all  perfons, 
who  were  inducted  into  church-livings,  took  an  oath  at 
the  time  of  their  induction  :  and,  if  they  did  not  fulfil 
their  pledge  within  a  year,  they  were  liable  to  be  cited 
before  the  bifhop's  court,  and  punifhed  for  perjury  ;  the 
profits  of  the  benefice  being,  at  the  fame  time,  put 
under  fequeftration. 


T 
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Laftly — The  ïfcans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Rouen  are  ss.  Rotomag. 

Ptov.  P.  h, 

charged  in  the  Synodal  Mandates  of  the  year  mdcxlvii,  p.  143.  can." h. 
u  Ut  Jïnguli  omnium  capellarum  fuorum  ïJccanatuttm  titidos, 
qucditatem,  ftatum,  valorem,  et  onera,  una  cum  titidarhmi 
et  patronorum  nominibus,  in  tabulis  accurate  defcribant, 
earumque  exempla  intra  proximam fynodum  apud  acta  Can- 
cellariœ  Archiepifcopalis  perferant,  aut  tranfmittant"  &c. 


§3. 


PROHIBITION  OF  UNLICENSED  MINISTERS. 


Thefaur.Anerd. 
Tom.iv.col.859. 


The  bean's  duties,  let  me  add,  ceafed  not  with  enforcing 
the  refidence  of  the  duly-inftituted  clergy,  and  regijïering 
them  and  other  officiating  minifters  in  the  public  matri- 
cula  of  the  Ûcartrg  :  he  was  alfo  to  fupport  the  prohibitions 
of  the  church  againlt  unlicensed  and  vagrant  minifters, 
and  not  to  allow  them  to  celebrate  within  the  limits  of 
his  authority. 

"  Ne  aliquis  ïiccanus  presbytcros  extra  diœcefim  Leo- 
dienfem  ah  alienis  quibufcunque  epifcopis  ordinatos  permit- 
tant  in  fuis  ïfccanattbus  cclebrare,  nifi  per  litems  nojiras  eis 
ojienderint  ipfos  fuper  hoc  licentiatos,  et  tunc  eos  Ucentiœ  I 
conce(Jœ  terminos  excedere  non  permittant."  (Can.  xxn.) 

Again — "  Sacellanus  nullus  admittatur"  writes  the  fynod  Décret,  synodi 
of  Saint  Orner  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.),  "nifi  à  nobis  Tit.xvin.cm. 

x  .  p.  80. 

probatus  et  admjjjiis.  Is  etiam  literas  admijjionis  à  nobis 
factœ  ïrccano  dijlrictûs  iïïius  exhibeat,  qui  eas  vidiffe  Je,  et 
examina/fie  fcripto  tefîabititr  :  nec  nifi  ejufmodi  titt&mjcripto 
vi/b,  et  profej/ïone  fidei  em.ijfd,  prœfkmant  pa  ft  ores  eum 
recipere" 
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Statut.  Synodi 
Bnigenfis,  p.  18. 
Al).  11DLXXT. 


Chap.  xin.  p.  73. 


Décret. Synodal.  Again — "  Summo  ftudio  advigilent  ïrecant  rurales  ne  quis 
t£v.c"v."'  facerdos  c$r.  in  beneficium  aliquod  parochiale,feu  curatum, 
(^.i).Mi)CLxn.)  r  ^  exercitium  cum  animarum  ....  fefe  intrudat,  abfque 
prœvio  examine,  et  légitima  approbations :" — and  if  any 
fuch  unexamined  and  unapproved  prieft  dared  to  in- 
trude himfelf  by  force,  he  was  to  be  made  over  to  the 
feeular  power. 

If  the  clergy  allowed  any  of  the  religious,  within  the 
diocefe  of  Bruges,  to  preach,  or  hear  confejjion,  without 
firft  exhibiting  their  letters  of  licence  before  the  local 
ïjeans  of  Crjrtsttanttrj,  they  incurred  a  fine  of  xn  libra  for 
every  fuch  offence. 

"  All  vain  and  wandering  priefts,"  writes  the  namelefs 
author  of  A  Humble  Propofal  for  Parochial  Reformation  by 
Rural  Deans  and  Chapters,  "  whofe  fins  made  them  inca- 
pable of  flaying  long  in  any  place,  through  their  great 
expences  and  little  deferts,"  ("  utpote  apojlatœ,  difcur- 
fores,  et  vagi  de  aliis  provinciis"  &c.)  "  were  to  be  taken 
and  examined  by  the  fcean,  if  they  came  within  his 
ticannj,  both  concerning  their  orders,  and  the  reafon  of 
their  vagrancy,  that  they  might  be  returned  to  the 
places  of  their  charge,  or  depofed  according  to  the 
canons." 

Such  interference  took  place  on  the  authority  of  the 
council  of  Cologne  (A.D.  mccc.)  ;  which  farther  adds,  that 
thefe  clerical  wanderers  might  be  admitted  to  the  per 
formance  of  minifterial  functions,  on  the  bean's  being 
fatisfied  of  the  authenticity  of  their  letters  of  orders, 
and  their  general  fitnefs — "  tùnc  demiim  admittantur  tales, 
cùni  in  his  inventi  fuerint  idonei  &c."  (Can.  in.) — But  if 
they  were  found,  on  examination,  to  be  without  tefti- 
mo niais,  from  their  own  bifhop,  of  being  canonically 


SS  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  1280. 


See  alfo  Décret. 
Synod.  Colon. 
Tit.  v.  cap.  vi. 

(yf.D. MDCLXII.) 
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pp.  570,  571. 
Synod.  Cunjlant. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xix.  col.  1302. 


ordained  and  lawfully  difmiffed1  from  their  paft  cures? 
they  were  inadmiffîble  to  any  church,  or  duty  of  the 
priefthood.  Whoever  ventured  to  employ  any  fuch 
perfon,  merely  "  dicentem  Je  presbyterum"  as  a  curate  or 
chaplain,  incurred  the  penalty  of  excommunication  ; 
unlefs  he  again  difcharged  him  within  fix  days  after 
notice  duly  ferved  upon  him  by  the  îïeart.  The  fynod  j,^vRp°"îag 
of  Confiance  (A.D.  mcccclxxxi.),  in  a  canon  exprefïly 
directed  "  contra  presbyteros  Je  facientes  promoveri  abfque 
litteris  dimiffbriis"  goes  yet  farther,  and  fanctions,  by 
its  authority,  the  actual  imprifonment  of  fuch  daring 
offenders  againft  church-difcipline. 

At  a  later  date,  the  council  of  Augsburg  {A.D.  mdxlviii.) 
authorifes  tfenns  rural  to  cite  before  them  all  fuch 
fufpected  characters  at  their  rural  cfjapttrs,  to  demand 
the  formal  exhibition  in  court  of  their  letters  of  orders, 
and  their  title  to  the  ecclefiaftical  benefice  to  which 
they  laid  claim  ;  and  then  to  report  thereon  to  the 
diocefan. 

The  collected  Statutes  of  the  diocefe  of  Avranches 
(A.D.  mdl.),  charge  the  ïïeans — "  Ut  presbyte  ros  peregrinos 
ad  celebrandum  nullatenùs  admitti  Jïnant,  n\ji  pojl  lapjum 
octo  dierum  doceant  de  fuis  litteris  :  minus  verb  ad  confef- 
Jiones  audiendas  recipiant.  Ufum  confeJJionaVvum  niji  ab 
officiariis  nojlris  probatorum  minime  admittant,  et  utentes 
denuncient.  Si  quern  Jciverint  injujio  titulo  alicujus  beneficii 
fructibus  gaudere,  coufejilm  révèlent,  &c."     To  the  like 


SS.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  290. 

Sijnodi  Abrin- 
cenfes. 


(')  See  a  form  of  "  Liter œ  DimiJ/ôriœ  conceffœ  clerico  cupientife  ab 
una  diœcefi  in  aliam  transferre ,"  in  Gibfon's  Appendix,  Cod.  I.  E.  A. 
Tom.  ii.  §  in.  p.  1443.  xiv. 


310  personal  ^function*.  [Part  IV. 

i 

s^odCamerat  PurP°fe  fpeaks  the  fynod  of  Cambray  of  the  fame  year, 
pp.  iio,ui.      in  the  canon,  "De  non  habentïbus  curam  ammanim}? 


Van  Efpen 
l.E.U.  P. ii. 
T.x.  c.  in. 
p.  302. 


Martene,  Thef. 
Tom.  iv.  c.  858. 


SS.  Rvtomag. 
Prov.  P.  ii. 
p.  130. 


§4. 

PROHIBITION  OF  ILLEGITIMATES  UNPROTECTED  BY  PAPAL  DISPENSATION. 

It  being  contrary  to  the  canon  law  that  the  fons  of 
clergymen,  or  illegitimates,  Ihould  fucceed  to  ecclefiaftical 
benefices  without  the  fpecial  permiffion  of  the  fee  of 
Rome,  or  to  whom  the  Pope  granted  the  power  of  dif- 
penfing  with  "  irregular itas  ex  defectu  natalitiitm"  as  it 
was  denominated  by  the  canonifts — we  find  the  following 
j  precept  to  Ircans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Liege  in  the  Syn- 
'  odal  Statutes  of  that  fee  (A. D.  mcclxxxvii.) — "Prœcipimus 
ïfEcants  ruraltbus,  quod  in  fuis  becanatibus  inquirant  utrùm 
aliqui  filii  facerdotum  vel  illégitime  nati  obtinent  aliqua 


(')  The  following-  mandates  appear  in  the  Rouen  Provincial  Synods; 
and  are  here  admitted,  as  bearing-  upon  this  part  of  Uecanal  duties  : — 

il.  "  Mandata  mijjionum  pro  temporibus  adve?itus  et  quadragefimce 
disjuncùm  dabuntur  ;  et  archtpreSfigtcriyew  llecam  ruraks  neenon  rec- 
tores  eccleftarum  parochialium  prohibe ntur  admittere  quemlibet  concio- 
nalorem  temporibus  quadra  g  efimœ,  nifi  ad  hu?w  effectum  fecum  ferai 
mandatum  particulare,  quo  conjlet  rationem  villicationis  fuœ  pro  ad- 
ventu  fedi  archiepifcopali  reddidiffe."     {Mandata  Arch.  Rotomag.  &c. 

MDCXXXVIII.) 

iv.  "  &rchtpreôï>gtcrt  feu  liecani  rurales  providebunt  we  quis  concio- 
jiator  quadragefimœ  temporibus  recipiatur,  qui  non  promiferit  ffe  ibi- 
dem per  octavas  facrofancti  facramenti,  et  qffumptionis  beatiffimœ 
Mariœ  Virginis,  in  honorem  voti  regii  et  confecrationis  regni,  verbum 
DEi  prœdicaturum.  Laici  autem  votis  nojiris  per  opera  caritatis  obfe- 
cxindare  non  reeufent." 
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bénéficia  ecclejîajîica  fine  dijpenfationc  fedis  apoftolicœ:  quos 
Ji  invenerint,  nuncient  patronis  beneficiorum,  qubd  ipfa  béné- 
ficia conférant  perfonis  idoneis,  et  nomina  tedium  fuperiori 
fuo  fub  pœnâ  excommunicationis  rèmittant."  Can.  xii. 

This  law  applied  to  "  illégitime  nati"  both  laical  and 
clerked:  and,  the  learned  Thomaffin  thinks;  no  diffe- 
rence was  made  in  reference  to  the  latter,  whether  born 
in  or  out  of  wedlock,  as  long  as  they  were  "  in  facerdotio 
geniti."  Extra,  de  filiis  presbyt.  c.  xiv.  Loop-holes,  how- 
ever, there  were,  by  which  to  efcape  this  irregularity1 
"  ex  defectu  nataMtium:" — -fee  a  form  of  difpenfation  "pro 
illégitime  nato,  ut  pojjit  obtinere  dignitatem  aut  beneficiiim  " 
in  Gibfon's  Appendix,  Tom.  n.  p.  1340.  §  in.  Art.  iv. 

In  a  canon  of  inftructions  to  archdeacons  and  îïrnns  can-XVI- 
rural  of  the  fore-mentioned  diocefe  of  Liege,  the  attention 


( 1  )  This  natal  or  natalitious  defect  does  not  appear  to  have  been  an  2Jctu§  K«aiê« 
infurmountable  bar  to  promotion  in  our  own  fee,  though  the  inftances  ©"^^"pL^ 
of  fuch  irregularity  were  numerous.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  papal  Epiicop.  Sarum. 
power  of  difpenfation  in  adjuftinfr  thefe  difqualifications  and  putting 
matters  to  rights  ; — as  the  following  anecdote  proves,  refpecting  the  elec- 
tion of  Richard  Bingham  to  the  vacant  fee  of  Sarum.  Forty-one  canons 
and  prebendaries  were  prefent  at  the  preliminary  meeting,  by  themfelves 
or  proctors  ;  being  authorifed  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  one  of  their 
body  to  fill  the  vacant  epifcopal  throne.  But  of  this  number,  there  were 
fome,  fays  the  regifter,  '■'■qui  non  pole  rant  cliji,  eo  quod  non  effent  de 
legilimo  matrimonio,  utpote  uccanuô  ejufdem  ecclefiœ,  et  quidam  alii. 
Aliqui  tamen  eorum  dieebant  fe  ejjè  munitos  fuper  hoc  per  indulge ntiu m 
apojlolicam,  velutl  mag.  W.  de  Merton,  arc/iidiaconus  Berkfir.  mag.  de 
Chabbeha/m,  Jubdecanus  Sarum,  quorum  uterque  protulit  indulgentiam 
apq/tolicam,  cum  tali  tamen  adjectione  :  '  Ita  tamen  quod  fi  ad  epifco- 
patum  vocatus  fueris,  ilium  fine  licentiâ  noftrà  fpeciali  nullo  modo  re- 
cipias.'  Alii  vera  confdebanlur  defectum  natalium  fuorum,  nul- 
lum penilus  liabentes  fuper  hoc  indulgentiam."  Thefe  indulgences,  it  is 
noticed,  were  all  of  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  IX. 
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of  thefe  officers  is  particularly  directed  to  a  fécond  irre- 
gularity, which  incapacitated  a  clergyman  for  holding  a 
benefice  ;  namely,  where  he  was  the  fon  of  the  imme- 
■  diately  preceding  incumbent  : — "  NuUus  JiUus  facerdotis 
obtincat  beneficium"  fays  the  canon  referred  to,  "  in  quo 
pater  Jims  immediate  defervkit."  Such  a  clerk  was  ^legi- 
timatized by  the  canon  law  of  Weftern  Europe  ;  but  not 
in  England.  Though  the  rule  was  entered  in  our  pro- 
vincial conftitutions  —  (fee  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.i.  p.  474. 
P. 76. ex. P. io7.  AD  mclxxiii.),  ftill  it  is  generally  held,  the  bifhop  of 
Worcefter  fays,  that  it  was  never  received  here  ;  and 
therefore  wTe  find  no  inftructions  to  beans  rural  on  the 
fubject,  in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland1. 
Bajtardy,  however,  without  difpenfation,  was  always  a 
juft  objection  to  a  prefented  clerk.  See  Thomaffin  V.  et 
N.  E.  D.  Tom.  n.  P.  n.  L.  i.  c.  lxxxiv.  p.  251.  vi.  feqq. 


Stillingfleet's 

Ecclef.  Cafes, 
Vol.  i.  p.  358. 

Johnlbn's  An- 
cient Sf  Prefent 
Church  of  Eng- 
land, P.  i.  c.  IX. 


SSftuJ  Wcfliê- 
tnim  ©anctt 
Dèmunbi, 
fol.  11)5. 
Presbyteri  et 
Diacvni  uxorali 


( 1  )  There  were  two  reafons  for  the  law  "  ATe  filius  fuccedat  patri  :  " 
one  was,  to  difcourage  the  marriage  of  priefts  (fee  Confl.  Dom.  Othon. 
innotuit)  ;  the  other,  that  benefices  mould  not  become  hereditary.  (See 
Confl.  Peckham.  A.  B.  Prov.  L.  i.  Tit.  vm.)  "  They  are  certainly  mil- 
taken,"  fays  Mr.  Johnfon,  "  who  fuppofe  that  all  the  children  of  clergy- 
men, in  times  of  popery,  were  illegitimate,  and  would  have  this  to  be 
the  reafon  of  the  canon.  A  prieft  might  have  children  before  he  entered 
into  any  orders  ;  that  is,  while  he  was  oftiary,  acolyth,  or  exorcift."  See 
Mr.  Whitaker's  Hi/lory  of  Maneliejler,  Vol.  n.  B.  n.  c.  xn.  §  n.  p.  460. 

In  the  Inquifitio  de  terra  de  Wokingham  per  Adam  de  Ivelceftre, 
(A.D.  Mccxv. — mccxxv.),  Decanum  Sarum,  there  are  feveral  examples 
of  priefts  and  deacons,  fathers  and  fons,  being  married  and  holding 
benefices  fucceffively  within  the  diocefe  of  Salisbury. 
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Sec  Part  III. 
§  I.  p.114. 


§5. 

GUARDIANSHIP  OF  THE  TEMPORALITIES  OF  THE  CHURCH  DURING 
VACANCY  AND  SEQUESTRATION. 

As  the  legitimate  guardians  of  the  church's  tempora- 
lities in  country  diftriets,  it  has  been  incidentally  fhewn, 
in  a  former  part  of  thefe  notes,  that  trearts  rural  (there 
called  arrfjpresbrjUrs)  were  canonically  commiffioned,  as 
early  as  the  ninth  century,  to  the  confervation  of  the 
property  of  the  vacant  tituli  of  their  arcfifpresbptcratcs. 
True  indeed  it  is,  that,  in  the  canon  referred  to,  their 
honefty  in  the  office  of  collecting  ecclefialtical  fruits  is 
more  than  queftionable  ; — they  are  charged  with  the 
appropriation  of  the  produce  and  revenue  of  other 
churches  to  their  own  ufe  ;  —  an  iniquitous  breach  of 
truft  condemned  by  the  Pavian  council  ( A.D.  dccclv.) — 
"  Tollenda  ejï  prava  omninb  confuetudo,  quœ  in  non  null  is  Thomaffi».  r.  m 
locis  oriri  cœpit :  quia  nonnulli  arcfjtprcsbijtEU,  vel  aliorum  p.i.  i-.h.  cv. 
titulorum  cuftodes,  fntges,  vel  aliarum  ecclejiarum  reditus,  P 
ad  proprias  domos  abducunt  &c." — infinuating,  with  too 
much  feeming  truth,  that  fuch  abduction  looked  more 
like  robbery,  than  protection  of  church  property. 

But  whatever  lack  of  honeft  ftewardfhip  our  Pavian 
officers  may  have  fliewn  in  the  cafes  reprobated  by  the 
cited  council,  it  was  ufual,  there  and  elfewhere,  upon  the 
vacancy  of  any  church,  for  the  ticans  to  have  the  cuftody 
of  it  ;  that  is,  fays  Mr.  Somner  in  fpecial  relation  to  our 
infular  church-ufages,  "  to  collect  the  fruits,  and  get  the  I  Antiquities  of 
cure  fupplied,  in  the  name  and  ftead  of  the  archdeacon,  Parti! p. "ne. 
during  the  church's  widowhood  :  and  to  that  end  the 
ÎJean  had  the  church-door  key  delivered  to  him  ;  which, 
upon  his  induction  of  the  new  incumbent,  to  put  him 
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Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  361. 
)  idéaux  on 
Churchwardens, 
pp.  173,  feqq. 
9th  edit. 
CC.  .1/.  B.  etH. 
Vol.  r.  p.  675. 


Vol.n.  pp.  158. 


CC.  liotomag. 
Pror.P.n.p.565. 
Synod.  Con- 
Jiantienfes. 


in  pofTeflion  of  the  church,  he  ufed  to  deliver  again  to 
him,  according  to  the  manner  of  giving  corporal  pof- 
feffion,  in  thofe  elder  times  obferved." 

Not  only  did  they  gather  the  fruits  of  the  vacant 
benefice  in  truft  for  the  future  incumbent,  but  they  alfo 
took  care  that  the  glebe  lands  were  feafonably  tilled,  and 
fown  to  the  belt  advantage  ; — (duties  now  performed  by 
churchwardens)  —  looking  for  recompence  to  him  in 
whofe  behalf  they  acted  as  trujtees  and  guardians  of  the 
benefice,  viz.  the  future  incumbent  : — ei  Terrœ  ecclefia- 
rum  vacantium  incultœ  non  jaceant,  fed  per  becanum  loct 
excolantur,  ah  eo,  qui  functus  receperit,  fumptibus  refun- 
dendis,  vel  pro  parte  fructwwm  tradantur  aliis  excolendœ. 
IDrcant,  cpii  circa  hoc  négligentes  extiterint,  puniantur." — 
To  which  Worcefter  conftitution  "De  terris  defunctorum 
incultis  "  (AD.  mccxl.)  —  the  fifty-firft  of  the  fynod  of 
Exeter  (A.D.  mcclxxxvii.)  adds, — If  the  bean  and  fu- 
ture incumbent  cannot  agree  on  the  point  of  remune- 
ration, any  difpute  thereupon  fhall  be  fettled  by  the 
ordinary. 

In  the  province  of  Rouen,  it  was  cuftomary  for  the 
bean  of  the  diftrict  to  accompany  the  farmer  of  the 
vacant  benefice,  and  conjointly  with  him  infpect  its 
condition  at  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  his  lay- 
tenancy  ;  fo  that  the  farmer  might  be  obliged  to  give  it 
up  in  the  fame  condition  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  : — 
"  Cum  vacabit  aliqua  ecclefia"  the  fynod  of  Confiance 
(A.D.  mccclxxv.)  enacts,  "accédant  ad  locum  becant  cum 
frmario,  et  videant  in  quo  Jtatu  ecdefiam  fufcipiet  firma- 
rius,  ut  ita  cequè  bono  Jtatu  in  fine  termini  fui  earn  dimit- 
tere  teneatur  :  " — a  very  judicious  law  in  cafe  of  litigated 
right  of  prefentation,  or  where  a  benefice  is  neceflarily, 
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from  any  caufe  whatever,  long  vacant,  and  liable  to 
deterioration  from  laical  mifmanagement. 

In  fome  diocefes,  heretofore,  it  was  ufual  for  the 
entire  profits  of  vacant  benefices  to  accrue  to  the  bifhops. 
In  others,  the  diocefans  had  certain  referved  rights, 
which  were  managed  and  accounted  for  by  the  local 
ordinaries,  the  îïeans  rural,  as  cuftodes  of  the  church's 
temporalities  during  vacancy. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Melun  (A.D.  mcci.)  it  was  decided  by 
Innocent  III.  in  perfon  (during  a  long-pending  conteft 
on  the  appointment  of  ïïeans  rural — whether  vetted  de 
jure  in  the  bifhop  alone,  or  in  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon 
— and  decided  by  the  Pope  in  favour  of  the  bifhop,)  that 
"per  ïfEcanos  rurales  fuccurfus  debeat  ecclejiarum  vacantium 
procurari;" — the  bifhop  receiving  two  parts  of  the  crops, 
oblations,  &c.  as  his  fuccurfus  (fecours)  or  deportus,  and 
the  archdeacon  one  part,  during  vacancy. 

In  the  extenfive  diocefe  of  Poictiers,  the  archdeacons 
and  arcïjprtests  were  allowed  by  the  fynod  of  A.D. 
mcclxxx,  their  portions,  entitled  quarentenœ,  out  of  the 
produce  of  vacant  benefices — that  is,  the  fortieth  part  of  i 
the  income  of  each  ; — the  whole  of  the  refidue  being 
paid  to  the  bifhop,  as  his  deportus1.  If  they  detained 
more  than  their  lawful  fhare,  even  though  the  fee  were 
vacant,  they  were  to  refund  it  within  a  month  : — and 
the  fame  protection  of  epifcopal  rights  extended  to  the 


Ex  Chart.  Eccl. 
Meldenf  inApp. 
ad  Theodor. 
Pœnit.  p.  721. 
See  Carpentier 
Append,  ad 
Ducang.  G  loffar. 


Thomaflm.  V.  et 
N.E.D.Tom.iu. 
P.  m.  L.  ii. 
c.xxxvii.  p.3P5. 

IV. 

See  Ducang. 
Ohf.T.n. 
col.  772.  in  v. 
deportus. 


(')  "Si  contigerit  deportus  nqflros  feu  redores  vel  curatos,  ecclejias  CC.Rotomag. 
ad Jîrmam  laicis  tradere;  nullo  modo  permittant  ïecant  didos  laicos  fe  \^r<^^'n' 
intromittere  de  lis  quœ  pertinent  altari,  aid  flare  juxta  Mud  pro  obla-   Synod.  Conftan- 
tionibus  recipiendis,  fed  omnia  fpiritualia,  qucecumque  fint,  per  presby-  mccclxxv^ 
teros  idoneos,  à  nobis  approbates,  difponentur  honejïè." 
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Gloffar.  Tom.  II. 
col.  742. 


The/.  Anecdot. 
Tom.  iv.  c.  860. 


Conft.  Synodal. 
Epijcopatiis 
Attrebalenfis, 
A.D.  MCCCCLV. 


goods  of  inteftate  beneficiaries  : — "  Monemus  archidia- 
conos  et  arrijtprrsljntrros,  ut  quidqu'ul  de  proventibus  eccle- 
fîarum  et  aliorum  beneficiorum  vacantium,  curam  habentium 
a  ni ma  rum  annexant,  ultra  quarentenas  fuas,  fede  vacante, 
perceperint,  et  alios  qui  de  prœdictis  aliquid  habuerint: 
necnbn  omnes  illos,  qui  de  bonis  facerdotum  et  clericorum 
beneficiatorum  intejtatorum  aliquid  habuerint,  fede  vacante, 
nobis  vel  mandato  nojtro  reftituant  infra  men/em." 

In  their  capacity  of  church-guardians,  it  was  committed 
to  the  beans  by  the  Liege  ftatutes  (A.D.  mcclxxxyii.),  to 
make  inqnifition  "  de  ecclejiis  defalcatis  " —  that  is,  ac- 
cording to  Ducange,  of  churches,  the  revenues  of  which 
had  been  feized  on  plea  of  debt.  The  brans  were  to 
profecute  their  inquiries,  and  report  to  the  bifliop,  "  Quod 
ecclejîœ  funt  defalcatce,  et  per  quos  et  in  quibus  :  et  nos 
omnes  defalcationes  ecclefiarum  minus  legitime  factas  revo- 
camus,  et  prœcipimus  fub  poena  excommunicationis  omnibus 
qui  bona  ecclejiarum  habent  per  defalcationem  minus  legi- 
time factum,  quod  ea  eccle/iis  à  quibus  funt  defalcata  refti- 
tuant &c.  &c." 

The  perfons  and  goods  of  clergymen  being  exempt 
from  feizure  u  per  laicalem  jujtit'tam"  within  the  diocefe 
of  Arras,  the  beans  were  authorised,  by  a  conftitution  of 
that  fee  (A.  D.  mcccclv.),  to  interfere  for  their  immediate 
liberation  and  reftitution,  on  pain  of  excommunication. 
Nay  more — if  the  freedom  of  an  arretted  clerk,  whether 
for  debt  or  other  civil  offence,  was  not  immediately 
ceded  to  the  bran  rural  on  application,  the  council  of 
Compeigne  enacted  (A.D.  mcci.),  that  divine  fervice 
Ihould  be  fufpended  in  the  parifh  of  his  capture,  or 
prefent  detention,  and  continue  fo  fufpended,  until  fuch 
time  as  he  was  reftored  to  full  liberty,  at  the  place  where 
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he  was  firft  illegally  arretted.  Again — by  the  council  of 
De  Senlis  (A.  D.  mcccxvii.)  it  was  decreed,  that  if  any 
temporal  lords,  or  their  fervants,  violated  the  church's 
property  by  fpoliation,  or  unjuft  occupation,  their  man- 
iions mould  be  excluded  from  the  church's  protection? 
and  the  occupiers  deprived  of  all  fpiritual  miniftrations, 
till  full  atonement  was  made  : — to  which  things,  the 
ïreans,  as  defenders  of  ecclefiaftical  privileges  and  pro- 
perty, within  their  jurifdictions,  were  bound  to  attend  by 
the  general  refponfibility  attached  to  their  office  and 
ftation. 

In  England,  the  benefices  of  the  clergy  being  liable  to 
fequejtration,  on  other  occafions  than  vacancy,  one  of 
the  molt  frequent  caufes  of  this  procedure  being  en- 
forced againft  a  beneficiary  was,  and  is,  infolvency. 

It  was  not  uncommon,  of  old,  for  the  mandate  ifTued 
from  the  epifcopal  court,  upon  the  king's  writ  to  fatisfy 
the  debts  of  an  incumbent,  to  be  configned  for  execu- 
tion to  the  ttean  rural; — there  being,  till  the  middle  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  no  lay-guardians,  or  church- 
wardens, eftablifhed  among  us,  to  fulfil  that  duty. —  j 
Thus,  White  Kennett  relates,  that  the  rector  of  Am-  Parochial  Anti. 
brofden  (A.D.  mcccxvii.)  being  indebted  to  Peter  Cofin,  i^^Sê. 
merchant,  in  the  sum  of  fifty-feven  pounds,  and,  upon  Digbyfi'54. 
profecution  at  law,  being  found  to  have  no  temporals  | 
to  fatisfy  the  faid  debt,  a  precept  was  directed  to  the 
bifliop  of  Lincoln  to  fequefter  his  benefice  on  default 
of  payment.     The  bifliop  directed  his  orders  to  the 
official  of  the  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  and  the  official 
to  the  rural  ïfcan  of  Burcefter,  to  execute  the  faid 
precept. 

Indeed,  it  appears,  that  the  whole  of  the  minifterial 
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department  of  fequeftration  \ — whether,  during  the  vaca- 
tion of  a  benefice,  for  the  fupply  of  the  cure,  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  profits,  and  fuftentation  of  the  church 
buildings, — or,  during  incumbency,  for  enforcing  necef- 
fary  repairs,  (in  case  of  non-compliance,  on  the  part  of 
the  beneficiary,  after  due  admonition  to  amend  defects) 
— or,  pendente  lite,  in  inftances  of  difputed  title, — or  for 
neglect  of  ferving  the  cure  after  inftitution  and  induction, 
— or  for  debts,  or  any  other  cause, — was  configned  of 
old  to  ïreans  rural  in  England.  Nor  does  it  appear  that 
the  Belgian  ecclefiaftics  of  the  fame  name  and  title  were 
lefs  concerned  with  the  fequeftration  of  benefices  at  a 
later  period. 

The  fynod  of  Ypres  {A.D.  mdlxxyii.),  touching  upon 
fome  of  the  fpecified  reafons  of  fequeftration,  decrees  : — 
"Si  defunctorum  œdificia  non  inveniantur  in  débita  repa- 
ratione  confervata,  aut  defuncti  decefferint  multo  œre  alien o 
gravati,  curare  debent  becant,  ut  mobilia  relicta  JîaÛm 
fequejïrentur  ;  inhibendo  per  edictum  publicum  è  fuggejtu, 
et,  Ji  necefje  fuerit,  cum  ajjijtentiâ  brachii  fecularis,  ne  qui 
debitores  quidquam  foirant  hœredïbus  defunctorum  abfque 
caufœ  cognitione  et  noftro  confenfu  ;  ut  hac  via  turn  œdificia 
rejtaurentur,  turn  etiam  creditoribus  defunctorum  abfque 
dijficultate  poffd  fatisfieri" 

Again — "Si  bénéficia  po ffi dentés  fuorum  beneficiorum 
onera  perfolvere  ?iegle,verint,"  fays  the  fynod  of  Tournay 
(A.D.  mdlxxiv.),  "  fructus  omnes  beneficiorum  hujufmodi 
per  Irccanum  arreftentur,  donèc  de  prœdktorum  onerum 
perfolutione  con Jtiterit." 


Stat.  Si/nodi 
Dioecef.  Yprenf. 
Tit.  vu.  cap.  IX. 


Statuti  Synodi 
Tornacevfis, 
pp.  56,  57. 


TOê.  9(ï>bcnt>a, 
Paroch.  Atitiq. 
Vol.11,  p.  351. 


(')  "Sccanu$  in  Juo  de  cetera  ÎJccanatU  fit  fine  quâ  vis  injujlâ  fevitid 
fequeftrator,  §-c."    Ex  regtôtr.  W.  Wickwane  Ebor. 
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"Bona  etiam  ecclejîarwm,  feu  beneficiorum  per  mortem 
vel  refignationem  aut  alias  vacantium,  fed  et  litigioforum, 
ac  alio  rum  quorum  pofj'e  (fores  rejîdentiam  non  faciunt, 
exceptis  p'ivilegiatis,  qui  de  privilegio  tempore  debito  fidem 
habere  tenentur,  imb  eorum  qaœ  redores  ob  excommunica- 
tionis  fententiam,  vel  commifjum  delictum  adminijtrare  non 
poffunt,  omnïumque  presbyterorum  illegitimorum  et  aliorum  ab 
inteftato  decedentium,JîmUi  arrefto  jhbjicimus,  forçants  no/iris 
ferib  injungentes,  quatenùs  nomine  nojlro  hujufmodi  beneficiis, 
de  fructibus  eorundem,  in  divinis  laudabilitèr  defervire 
faciant,  nec  priés  mannm  ab  arrefto  lèvent,  quant  fciverint 
Sfc.  .  .  .  quempiam  idem  beneficium  pacifiée  poffulere,  tyc." 

And,  that  the  foeans  might  be  remunerated  for  the  siat.Yprmf. 

7  o  cap.  X.fuprà. 

labours  "  quos  ecclefîœ,  pajïoribus,  et  domibus  eorum 
mortuariis  circa  prœmifja  impenduntf  it  is  farther  enacted 
by  the  fynod  of  Ypres  {A.D.  mdlxxvii,),  that  they  thall 
receive,  according  to  ancient  ufage,  "  à  domo  mortuaria 
cujufque  paftoris  optimum  inter  relicta  mobilia  pig  nus  " — ■ 
a  cuftom  both  just  and  reasonable  in  the  estimation  of 
the  fynod,  and  therefore  renewed  and  confirmed,  both 
by  it  and  by  the  fubfequent  one  of  mdcix. — "Bccant  Tit.  xvm.  c.  x. 
enim"  fays  the  latter,  "  et  viventibus  et  morientibus  omni- 
bus pajloribus  ex  œquo  invigilant." 

To  enable  focans  rural  readily,  and  without  molefta- 
tion,  to  fulfil  the  office  of  fequeflrators  of  church  pro- 
perty, for  whatfoever  caufe  alienated  pro  tempore,  and 
to  convert  it  to  the  objects  of  the  fequejt  ration,  the 
following  wary  canon  palled  the  church  of  OlTory  in 
Ireland  A.D.  mcccxx.  (can.  ix.)  —  "  Dijirictiùs  inlûbendo  cc.m.b.hh. 
prohibemus,  ne  aliquis  rector,  vicarius,  procurator  eorum,  Vol  II  p-503- 
nec  firmarius  ecclefiarum  décimas  feu  fructus  ecclefiajticos 
extra  folum  ecclefîœ  in  laicum  feodum  colligere,  deponere, 
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Falle  &  Morant, 
■^/j/wWfj.No.x. 
pp.  207,  208. 


Ji folum  habent  ecclejîqfiicum,  nec  collect,  in  grojfo  vendere, 
quominùs  loct  orbtnaru  pqjjint  fructus  fujficientes  invenire 

fequejirandos,  Ji  necejje  fuerit,  pro  fujtentatione  defervien- 
tium  in  iifdem  in  obfequiis  divinis,  et  omnibus  eis  incumben- 
tibus  indè  levand.  transferre prœjumat  quovifmodo,fub  pœnâ 
excommunicationis  majoris  &c." 

With  the  regulation  of  fequefl rations,  and  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  vacant  benefices,  in  the  iflands  of 
Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  rural  ûcans  have  ftill  much  con- 
cernment. The  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  canons 
of  the  Conjiitutions  Ecclejiaftical  thus  speak  : — "  En  cas 
de  vacance  d'aucun  bénéfice,  J oit  par  mort  ou  autrement,  le 
ïiogen  donnera  ordre  préfentement  que  les  fruits  diceluy 
bénéfice  Joint  séqueftrés,  et  que  du  provenu  d'iceux  la  cure 

foitjupplée  ;  et  aujjy  que  la  veuve  ou  héritiers  du  déjfunct 
reçoivent  felon  la  proportion  du  temps  de  fonfervice,  fuiront 
à  Vufage  de  l'ijle,fauf  ce  qui  ferait  néceffaire  à  déduire  pour 
les  delapidations,  s'il  y  en  a  ;  et  donnera  terme  convenable 
à  la  veuve  du  déjfunct  de  fe  pourvoir  de  domicile  ;  et  bail- 
lera ce  qui  fera  de  réjïdu  au  prochain  incumbant,  auquel  le 
séqueftrataire  en  rendra  compte."  (25th) — "  Sur  la  mefine 
occajîon  de  vacance  d'aucun  bénéfice,  Ji  dans  Jîx  mois  le 
gouverneur  ne  préfente  aucun  au  révérend  père  en  Dieu 
Tévefque  de  Wincheftre,  ou  en  cas  de  vacance  de  ce  Jiége, 
au  très-révérend  père  en  Dieu  Tarchévefque  de  Canterbury, 
pour  ejîre  admis  et  inftitué.  audit  bénéfice,  alors  le  ÏJorjcn 
certifiera  du  temps  de  la  vacance  aux  dits  feigneurs  évefque 
ou  archévefque,  felon  qu'il  efcherra,  à  ce  qu'ils  ordonnent 
pour  la  collation  du  bénéfice  :  et  lors  qu'aucun  leur  fera  pré- 

fenté,  le  ïrorjen  donnera  attejîation  du  comport  et  fuffifance 
de  la  partie,  pour  ejlre  approve  par  iceux,  devant  que 

j  d'ejlre  admis  actuellement  par  le  ÏJorjcn  en  pojfejjion  du  dit 
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bénéfice"  In  the  commiffion  of  the  îïean  of  Guernfey 
the  fame  powers  are  conveyed.  See  "  the  Commiffion  of 
the  Bean,"  in  Berry's  Guernsey,  p.  2(i3;  and  Winchester 
Documents,  gïppeuïu'x. 

But  with  fequeft  rations,  here  in  England,  rural  arcf)- 
prttsts  have  no  longer  any  thing  to  do.  "  The  canon 
lawyers/'  fays  Bifhop  White  Kennett,  "foon  deprived 
the  country  ïtcans  of  this  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of 
jurisdiction.  For  the  chancellors  of  the  bifhop,  or  the 
archdeacons,  laid  claim  to  the  cuftody  of  vacant  churches, 
and,  by  forms  of  fequeft  ration,  affîgned  them  over  to  the 
œconomi,  or  lay-guardians  of  the  church."  And  yet  it 
were  much  to  be  wifhed,  for  the  good  of  the  church,  that, 
on  all  fuch  occafions,  the  rural  ÎJcan  of  the  diftrict,  aided 
by  a  neighbouring  incumbent,  were  reltored  to  his  an- 
cient capacity  of  infpecting  and  managing,  as  a  truftee, 
the  profits  of  a  Jeque  ft  ered  benefice,  and  of  fupplying  or 
providing  for  the  cure  ;  and  thereby  "  the  damage  as 
well  as  uneafinefs  too  often  occafioned  to  the  clergy  by 
the  neglect,  unfaithfulnefs,  or  obftinacy  of  churchwar- 
dens" (in  Gibfon's  words),  were  remedied. 

Whether  it  is  competent  to  the  bifhops  to  effect  this 
most  defirable  transfer  of  duties,  without  the  authority 
of  Parliament  or  Convocation,  I  am  unable  to  pro- 
nounce ;  but  the  Convocation  of  mdccx.  would  have  fo 
reftored  him.  It  was  propofed  as  meet  for  confidera- 
tion,  "  whether  rural  titans  mould  not  be  firft  nominated 
in  fequejl  rations,  and  in  all  other  commilTions  to  be 
iffued  from  the  bifhop  or  ecclefiaftical  court  relating  to 
any  perfons  or  matters  within  their  refpective  diftricts." 
The  fuggeftion,  unfortunately,  was  never  brought  to  bear 
on  the  office  :  the  whole  meafure  turned  out  abortive. 

VOI,.  I.  Y 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II. 
p.  362. 


Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Tom.  I.  Tit. 
xxxn.  cap.  ii. 
p.  749. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  641. 
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Billiop  Marfli's 
Vijitation 
Charge,  July 
MDCCCXXIII. 

p.  19. 


§6. 

CARE  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  EDIFICES  CHURCH  MANSE  CHURCH-YARD 

 CHURCH-UTENSILS,  GOODS,  AND  ORNAMENTS  SACRAMENTS  AND 

SACRAMENTALS. 

One  of  the  molt  ufeful  branches  of  office  belonging  to 
the  tfcait  of  ©frustiarutj) — though  not  of  equal  antiquity 
with  fome  already  ftated  in  relation  to  perfons — is  that 
pertaining  to  the  care  and  examination  of  the  material 
fabric  of  the  church  and  ecclejiaft ical  buildings  generally, 
in  order  to  their  being  properly  fupported  by  the  par- 
ties liable  to  their  fuftentation  ; — of  which  much  has 
been  already  faid  in  Part  iv.  S.  n.  and  S.v. 

The  perfonal  vijitation  of  thefe  ftructures  attaches 
primarily  to  the  epifcopal  office1.    But,  as  a  minute 
infpection  of  them  and  their  contents  is  not  only  labo 
rious,  but  almoft  impracticable  to  the  diocefan  of  an 
extenfive  diocefe  inperfon,  it  is  more  ufual,  and  generally 
more  advifable,  to  delegate  the  duty  to  others — to  arch- 
deacons and  rural  beans.    To  the  former  however,  it 
muft  be  allowed,  the  bufinefs  of  parochial  vijitation  in 
detail  is  often  nearly  as  difficult  as  to  the  biihop  : 
whence  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that,  by  devolution,  in  fome 
diocefes  (in  many,  archdeacons  do  vijit  parochially),  it 
has  fallen  to  the  ÎJcans  ;  who  are  fo  diftributed  through 


De  f'ifitationi- 
bus,  cap.  VII. 
p.  127. 


(')  C'onfidering  how  greatly  the  difcipline  of  the  church  is  defeated  by 
exemptions  from  epifcopal  vifitation  and  jurifdiction  generally;  and 
what  irregularities  are  committed  in  places  protected  by  them  (of  which 
a  glaring  example  is  afforded,  I  regret  to  fay,  in  my  own  ucanrg,  and 
noticed  in  Part  iv.  S.  il  p.  203.  note  ')  ;  it  would  be  well  for  the  church, 
the  law  projected  by  the  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclefiajlicarum  were  to 
be  ratified  and  put  in  execution.  The  title  is,  "  Privilégia  locorum 
exemptorum  moderanda ;"  and  the  fuggefted  remedy  is  this  : — "  Quoniàm 

libertates 
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the  archdeaconries,  as  to  be  able  to  perform  the  duty, 
vicarioufly  for  their  fuperiors,  with  the  bell  poffible 
effect,  and  the  leaft  poffible  trouble  \ 


libertates  et  immunitates  ecclefiafticas  *  Ucentiofam  vklemus  fepenumero 
affèrre  peccandifecuritatem;  vohunus,  ut  epifcopis  lieeat  in  omnia  col- 
legia, focietates,  et  cœtus,  quee  quide?n  in  eorum  diaecefibus  conjliterint, 
quantiancunque  privilegiis  prœmuniantur,  infpectare,  pœnafque  peccatis 
illorum  aj/ignare,  non  folùm  co?nmunibus  vifttationum,  fed  omnibus 
aliis  temporibus,  cum  magnitudo  criminum  poftulabit,  et  eandem  archi- 
epifcopus  in  fud  provinciâ  poteflatem  habebit." 

Bifliop  Seth  Ward  contemplated  a  bill  to  unite  and  fubject  peculiar 
and  exempt  jurifdictions  to  the  diocefe  wherein  they  exifted.  See  i$l  jê. 
of  Ward  copied  for  Abp.  Sharp  by  Mr.  Nam,  nephew  of  Dr.  Woodward, 
33can  of  Sarum,  penes  the  Bifliop  of  Salisbury. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  cafe  alluded  to  within  the  ueanrg  of 
Chalke,  I  am  happy  to  fay,  fince  the  note  above  referred  to  was  written, 
that  a  curate  has  been  appointed  by  the  Roman-Catholic  patron  and 
ordinary  of  the  place,  at  the  earneft  folicitation  of  the  rural  Dean,  and  the 
parifli  church  has  been  re-opened  (deo  gratias  !)  for  divine  fervice, 
Jan.  mdcccxxxv.  It  has  been  fince  much  enlarged  and  beautified  by 
private  fubfeription  and  grants  of  Church-Building  Societies,  Sept. 

MDCCCXLIII. 

(')  The  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclef.  continues  the  vifitational  capacity   De  Ecclefiâ  et 
of  archdeacons,  and  makes  archpushgtcr^  rural  accountable  to  them  in  &c.  ^p.  vl.' 
refpect  of  dilapidations  &c.    "  Archidiaconus  annis  fmgulis  bis,  aut  ad 
minimum  femèl  archidiaconatum  fuum  perluflrabit.  &rchtprcsbgtcro$, 

et 


To  shew  that  our  ecclefiaftical-law  reformers  did  not  overrate  the  evils  of 


exemption,  I  fubjoin  an  extract  from  Bishop  Seth  Ward's  TSfotitia  of  the  diocefe    9î0tiîi<K  ®ct()i 

:--ipi  if - 
3R8 


of  Sarum,  touching  the  place  above  alluded  to — "  Locus  eft  famofus  propter   Sjf"^— -  " 


matrimonia  clandeftina  cjc.  in  contumeliam  ecclefiœ,  el  familiarum  ruinant!"  and 
I  add  in  corroboration,  that  the  oldeft  parish  regifter  belonging  to  this  unfor- 
tunate place  (from  mdcliv.  to  mdclviii. — and  from  mdclxxxvi.  to  mdccxliv.)  was  Hoaro's  Hijt.  of 
offered  for  fale  in  an  adjoining  market-town  in  mdcccxix,  and  is  now  in  the  polfeflion 
(fortunately)  of  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare  of  Stourhead.  "  111  as  this  regifter  has  been 
kept,"  fays  the  hiftorian,  "  it  is  much  fuperior  to  the  other  (commencing  mdccli.), 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  difgraceful  to  the  curates  of  this  parish. 

Y  2 


Jf'ilt/hire, 
Dunworth,  p.  64. 


3-24  personal  functions.  [Part  IV. 

Many  and  exprefs  are  the  canons  entrufting  thefe 
delegate  powers  to  fccans  rural.  Some  have  been  already 
incidentally  cited  under  vjitational  duties;  and  others 
will  be  -found  in  the  St})pcn&i.x  of  Documents.  A  few  are 
here  fubjoined.  The  Meath  Conjlitutions  of  Simon 
cc.M  B.etH.  Rochfort  (A.D.  mccxvi.)  enact,  "  iv.  .  .  .  Ut  arcijiprcsbrj- 
ten  quotannis,  et  jœpws,  Ji  opus  juerit,  perfonauter  viji- 
tent  jiatum  et  conditlonem  omnium  ecclejiarum  infra  fuos 
ùcranatus;  et  Ji  qua  ecclejia  rcparatione  indigeat,  hortentur 

gregem  dominicum  ad  carum  reparationem  &c  

videant  etiam  an  damns  pa/torum  et  capellanorum  jint  farta 
tectœ  6cc." 

otishton's  For.       "  Cum  fit  conlbnum  iuri"  favs  Oliver  Sutton,  bimop  of 

mular.  VoLn.  .  x     -  •  r 

swsppoA(jr.  Lincoln  {A.D.  Mocxcn.),  in  a  monition  addreiTed  to  the 
tjcart  rural  of  Hoyland  in  that  diocefe,  u  ut  parochiani 
locorum.  ad  reparationem  feu  con/huctionem  ecclejiarum, 
nolentes  contribuere,  fuâ  f ponte,  ad  id  per  cenjuram  eccle- 
Jia  fiicam,  ratione  prœviâ,  compeïlantur  ;  vobis  firmUèr  in- 
jungendo  mandamus,  quatenùs  parochianos  ecclefiœ  de  Mal  ton 
ad  refectionem  feu  conjl ructionem  campan  dis  eccle  fiœ  ejufdem, 
faciatis  contribuere,  proùt  decet:  contradicentes  et  rebelles 
cen/Urâ  hujufmodi  canonicè  compellentes." 

The  fynod  of  Confiance  in  Normandy  (A.D.  mccclxxv.) 
admonifhes  all  beneficiaries  to  have  their  houfes  and 
dwellings  repaired,  on  pain  of  fequeftration — and  the 
ïicans  to  vifit  and  report  to  the  fynod: — "  Omnes  eccle- 

et  inferiores  reliquos  miniftros  omnes  non  folùm  fuorum  admonebit  qffl- 
ciorum,fed  ratione  m  etiam  ab  eis  repetet,  et  de  templorum  ac  œdificiorum 
minis,  et  de  tliefauri  pauperum  diflributione,  et  de  bonorum  ecclefiœ  tel 
acceffione  vel  deceffione.  Quod  autem  ire  in  his  rebus,  fice  in  iUis  quœ 
ad  arrf)tp rrsbrtrrt  exptorationem  referuntur  peccatum  erii,  per  cenfuras 
ecelefui/licas  corrigetvr." 


S.V.  C.  VII.  §6.]  j&upcrbtston  of  ©lergg.—  "Ecclesiastical  lEoîaces,  &c. 
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jîajîicœ  perfonœ  bénéficia  obtinentes,  domos  et  habitationes 
Juorum  beneficiorum  fecundum  eorum  facultates  faciant  re- 
parari, Jub  pœnâ  Jeque/i  ration  is  Juorum  beneficiorum.  Et 
quod  ÎJccant  quilibet  in  Juo  ÎJecanatu  dictas  domos  mfitent,et 
nobis  référant  infra  Jynodum." 

Our  cardinal-bifhop  of  Sarum  (Campegio)  fpecially 
directs  the  attention  of  iïcans  rural  to  the  fame  points  of 
reftoring  and  fuftaining  church-houjes,  fubject  to  the  fame 
penalties,  on  the  part  of  the  beneficiaries,  for  non-com- 
pliance. The  injunction  appears  in  his  "  Conjtitutio  ad 
removendos  abujus"  (A.  D.  mdxxi v.)  Nor  are  the  fynods 
of  Malines,  about  the  fame  date,  backward  in  inculcating 
the  like  infpectionary  duties,  with  even  ftronger  threats 
on  paft  and  future  neglect. 

The  fynod  of  Cambray  (A.D.  mdl.)  charges  the  îïcnns 
to  fee  to  the  due  reparation  and  fuftentation  of  all 
church  edifices  ;  and  enacts,  that,  if  it  mould  happen, 
that  ''Propter  negligentiam  ùccanorum  Œïjristt'aru'tattS,  qui 
eas  tenentur  vijitare,  domos  curatorum  et  capellanorum 
pejorari,  îïccaru,  ob  quorum  defectum  hoc  accidet,  et  eorum 
bénéficia  teneantur  dictas  domos  relevare,  vel  reparari  fa- 
cere,  fuis  propriis  Jumptibus  et  expenfis" 

"  Ubt  domus  pafloraYis  eft"  fays  the  fynod  of  Saint 
Orner  {A.D.  mdlxxxiii.),  "  non  liceat  paftori  fine  expreffb 
confenfu  nojiro,  aliam  inhabitare:  earn  autem  domum  débité 
ab  ipj'o  reparari  et  fartam  tectam  confervari  prœcipinws,  niji 
rejxirationes  Wins  ab  aliis  fieri  debere  certb  conjiet.  Atque 
in  hoc  advigilabunt  fedulô  bream'  aliique  v'Jitatores,  ne,  quod 
contigiffe  alicubt  deprehendimus,  pMidaflm  per  incur iam 
pafiorum  domus  ïllœ  deteriorentur,  immb  corruaut,  cum 
magno  interdùm  Juccejforum  prœjudicio.  Si  quos  négligen- 
tes deprehenderint,  nobis  denuntiabunt,  ut  nos  ipfi  eorum 


SS.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  1*.  ii. 
p.  565. 

Synodi  Confiant. 

A.D.MCCCLXXV. 


Fafciculus  lie- 
rum,  p.  125. 


Van  Efpen 
/.  E  U.  P.  II. 
Tit.  xxxiv. 
cap.  vin.  p.  674. 


Décréta  An- 
tigua Synodi 
Cameraeenfis, 
p.109.  See  alfo 
Statuta  Synod. 
Brugenfu  (A.D. 

MDLXXI.),  pp. 
19,20. 


Décréta  Synodi 
Diecc.Audomar. 
Tit.  xvil. 
cap.  xviii. 
p.  82.  (A  D. 

MDIXXXIU. 
MDCXI..) 


See.  Van  Efpen 
I.E.U.  P.  it. 
Tit.  xxxiv. 
c.  vin.  p.  674. 
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Décréta  Synodi 
Tornacenju, 
p.  56. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xxi.  col.  4G2. 


Decrtta  et  Sta- 
tuta  Synod. 
Mechlin,  p.  169. 


Stat.  Synod. 
Dicec.  i'prenf. 
Tit.xx.c.xxvni. 


CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  IL 
p.  13U. 


fumptibus  earn  reparationem  fieri  curemus,  et  pro  prœteritâ 
negligentiâ  puniamus" 

The  fynod  of  Tournay  {A.D.  mdlxxiv.),  "De  becants 
(Efjrtsttarutatts  et  eorum  officio"  cap.xn.  orders,  "Si  domos, 
aîiaque  ad  ecclejîas  fpectantia.  œdificia,  rectores  collabi  per- 
mferint,  per  tfecanos  de  bonis  arreftatis  hujufmodi  cedificia 
reparentur,  alioquln  ob  commijjam  ueqligentiam  propriis 
eorum  eapenjîs  id  ipfum  fiat :"  and  further  inftructs1  the 
îïfarts  of  (ZTfjristtanttg  in  the  proper  method  of  raiting 
funds  for  reftoring  the  churches  of  their  tfcanrtcs,  in  cafe 
the  fame  have  actually  become  dilapidated — the  tithe- 
holder  being  bound  to  rebuild  the  choir  at  his  own 
coif,  and  the  parifhioners  at  large  (by  a  collection  capi- 
taftm)  the  nave.  Cap.  xm. 

The  council  of  Milan  {A.D.  mdlxxix.)  capacitates  fora- 
nrous  Dt'rars,  or  ïifans,  to  inquire — "  Qui  Jîitquïarum  eccle- 

Jiarum,  prceferfun  parochialium  Jtatus,  an  fi  quœ  injïaura- 
tionem  dejiderant;  an  debito  cultu  fraudantur,  &c." 

The  fynod  of  Malines  {A.D.  mdcvii.)  authorifes  the 
beans  to  order  immediate  repairs,  at  their  annual  visita- 
tions; and  bids  them  denounce  difobedient  beneficiaries 
to  the  diocefan,  or  his  vicar-general. 

The  fynod  of  Ypres  {A.D.  mdcix.)  enacts,  "Pajiores  de 
reparandis  et  reficiendis  fuis  domibus  pajtoralibus  maxime 

Jiiit  folliciti:  referantque  ad  nos  îïctaru  in  fuis  vijïtationïbus, 
qui  eâ  in  re  négligentes  aut  inobedientes  fuerint" 


(')  In  cafe  of  new  chapels  being  erected  in  their  Dfanrtfg,  the  arcft- 
prcsbgtcrS  rural  were  under  an  obligation,  in  the  diocefe  of  Rouen 
(A.D.  mdcxxxviii.),  to  exhibit  the  contracts  of  endowment  and  founda- 
tion, in  order  that  copies  might  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  arch- 
bifliop's  fecretary,  and  the  originals  preferred  among  the  archives  of  the 
diocefe. 


S.  V.  C.  VII.  §  6.]  j&upcrbtsstcm  of  ©lergg—  IcccIestasJltcal  lEïitficcsi,  Sa. 
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That  of  Bois-le-duc  (A.D.  mdcxii.)  bids  the  arcfjprtests  sua.  synod. 
of  the  diocefe  inquire,  at  their  viftations,  "  Utrùm  eccle-  «plwfpTssf*' 
fiœ  reparatione  egeant,  et  cœmeteria  bene  occlufa Jint" 

Religion  being  deeply  interefted  in  the  prefervation 
and  decent  condition  of  ecclejiajlical  edifices — fuch  effential 
aids  to  its  outward  manifeftation  in  the  world — fuch 
allectives  to  divine  worfhip,  and  fo  indifpenfable  to  paro- 
chial incumbency — no  wonder,  the  mojl  recent  inftruc- 
tions  to  îrcans  rural  in  England  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  see  append  of 
the  mojl  ancient,  invariably  include  all  church-buildings  bccn^ocumcnts! 
as  objects  of  annual,  or  occafional,  vifitation  and  exami- 
nation— equally  thofe  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  thofe  dedicated  to  the  inhabitancy  of  his  minifter. 
Nor  are  the  cemeteries  of  the  dead  overlooked,  either  in 
our  infular  documents,  or  in  thofe  of  continental  churches. 

The  beans  are  to  take  care  that  the  churchyards  are 
well  and  fufficiently  maintained  with  walls,  pales,  or 
hedges,  and  that  they  are  kept  in  a  decent  and  befitting 
manner,  neither  defecrated  by  cattle,  nor  violated  by 
other  profane  intrufion.  The  fame  ftrict  injunctions 
apply,  in  a  higher  degree,  to  churches. 

By  the  fynod  of  Arras  {A.D.  mcccclv.)  the  beans  are 
bade  to  allow  no  tavern-keeping  nor  wine-felling  in  church- 
houfes,  on  pain  of  excommunication,  and  a  fine  of  ten 
pounds  : — "  Ne  in  domibus  ccclefiarum  tabernas  vel  vinum 
vénale  teneant  ;  fab  pœnâ  eoccommunicationis,  et  decern 
librarum  Parifienfium  :"  and  by  an  inhibition  of  Bifhop 
Dalberby  of  Lincoln  (A.D.  mcccix. — mcccxiv.),  they  are 
charged  to  forbid  all  judicial  proceedings,  fair-holding, 
marketing,  etc.  within  the  churches  of  that  diocefe. 
Specially,  alfo,  does  Oliver  Sutton  enjoin  the  bean  of 
Hoyland,  by  name,  (A.D.  Mccxcn.)  to  forbid  the  laity 


Coriji.  Synodal. 
Epifcopalus 
Attrebaten/is, 
A.D.  mcccci.v. 


Oughton's  For- 
mular.  Vol.  II. 
p.  293. 
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Oughton's  For- 
mulât'. Vol.  ll. 


P.  291. 


«BpCnbiX,  Lin- 
coln Documents, 
No.  I. 


P.  292. 
Mppcnfir,  Lin- 
coln Documents, 
No.  iv. 
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collecting  their  rents  in  fuch  holy  places.  See  Lincoln 
Documents,  ^ppenîm,  N°.  v.  and  vi. — — But  to  return  to 

churchyards. 

The  îïcans  rural  of  the  latter  extenfive  diocefe  had 
their  attention  particularly  directed  to  the  profanation 
of  churchyards  in  the  latter  end  of  the  thirteenth  and 
beginning  of  the  fourteenth  centuries,  by  the  fame 
bifhops — Sutton  and  Daiberby.  Several  mandates  to 
that  effect,  from  Oughton's  Formulary,  are  tranfcribed 
into  my  glppcnïu.ï  of  Inftruments.  Of  which,  one  is 
addreffed  to  the  fore-named  ïican  of  Hoyland  (A.U. 
mccxci.),  ftating,  that  many  abufes,  requiring  immediate 
reformation,  had  come  to  Bifhop  Oliver's  ears  during  his 
laft  vifitation  of  that  iKanrg  :  among  which,  in  particular, 
the  violation  of  parochial  cemeteries  by  the  rectors',  vicars', 
or  other  cattle,  is  noticed — "  Cœmeteria  ecclejiarum  paro- 
chialium,  per  pecora  rectorum  &c.  turpitèr  macular i  ;  Jive 
per  defectum  claufurce,  Jive  per  quorundam  negligentiam, 
&c.  &c."  And  the  mandate,  in  conclufion,  bids  the  ïican 
inflict  condign  canonical  puniflnnent  for  all  fuch  tref- 
paffes  and  infringements  of  the  immunity  of  facred  places. 
— A  fécond  mandate,  addreffed  to  the  bean  of  ^ïjrtsttanttg 
of  Lincoln  (A.D.  mccxci  v.),  complains  of  the  like  profa- 
nation, "  turn  per  pecora,  cum  per  éjecta  et  effufa  à  amni- 
ons circumhabitantium  and  bids  that  officer,  "  quid  per 
murationem,  quid  per  aliam  claufuram  decentem"  to  pro- 
vide a  fuitable  and  immediate  remedy. — See  more  in  the 
&ppcnoi.r. 

Upon  the  fame  fubject,  the  fynods  of  the  province  of 
Rouen  legiflate  in  plain  and  pofitive  terms  ;  and  fo  alfo 
thofe  of  Belgium.  But  it  is  unneceffary  to  multiply 
quotations.    Let  it  fuffice,  that  to  other  objects  of  ïitcanal 
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fupervifîon,  the  fynods  referred  to,  almoft  everywhere, 
add  the  cemeteries  of  the  faithful — "that  the  ivalls  of 
churchyards  be  of  a  proper  height,  or,  at  leaft,  that  the 
quickfet  hedges  {hay es  de  vive  plante)  be  of  fufficient 
ftrength  and  altitude  to  prevent  the  intrufion  of  cattle  I 
within  the  confecrated  limits."  See  alfo  Synod.  Bufco- 
duc.  Tit.  xxii.  c.  vi.  A.D.  MDCxii. 

The  modern  Inftructions  to  ÎJcarts  rural  mould  always 
include  the  fencing  and  due  keeping  of  churchyards. 
There  is  too  much  caufe  for  directing  attention  to  their 
condition.  In  many  diocefes,  the  writer  regrets  to 
obferve,  the  cemeteries  of  the  dead  do  not  receive  the 
refpectful  protection  they  are  entitled  to  from  the  living. 
In  country  villages  they  are  too  often  carelefsly  or  wil- 
fully profaned  by  the  incumbent's  or  by  alien  cattle. 
The  paltry  confideration  of  the  furface-pafturage  feems 
to  extinguifh  thofe  higher  and  better  feelings,  which  the 
laft  refting-place  of  the  rural  peafantry — 'the  Koijxrjrrjpiov, 
wherein  "  the  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  fleep," 
mould  excite  : — feelings  which  mould  lead  to  a  decent 
confervation  at  leaft,  if  not  adornment,  of  the  field  of 
burial.  In  Denmark,  I  have  been  told,  a  trifling  fum  is 
paid  annually  to  the  Curator  of  the  burial-ground,  to  fee  I 
that  the  graves  of  thofe  "gone  before"  be  not  forgotten. 

The  incumbent,  let  his  rights  be  what  they  may  over 
the  fward,  fliould  not  exact  them  by  profanation  of  the 
foil.    The  churchwardens  mould  not  wink  at  fuch  unbe- 
coming unholy  practices  by  mercenary  tenants.  The 
rural  rjcan,  who  authoritatively  vifits  "in  order  to  reform  Jeremy  Taylor's 
what  is  amifs,"  mould  not  forget,  that  "a  cemetetj"\^m!work'sby 
is  «  holy  ground,"  «  a  place  of  religion,"  «  a  field  of  God  JSft  Vol  IV- 
fown  with  the  feeds  of  the  refurrection,"  and  confe- 
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Stat.  Synod. 
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quently  that  it  ought  not  to  be  defecrated  to  the  profane 
ufes  of  ordinary  pafture-land.  On  the  contrary,  he 
Ihould  point  out  to  the  clergy,  or  others,  whom  it  may 
concern,  in  the  ftrong  language  of  Archbifhop  Seeker, 
"  the  duty  of  keeping  the  churchyards  neat  and  decent, 
not  turning  in  cattle  to  defile  them  and  trample  down 
the  graveftones,  and  make  confecrated  ground  fuch  as 
they  would  not  fuffer  courts  before  their  own  doors  to 
be  ;  but  taking  the  profits  of  the  herbage  in  fuch  manner, 
as  may  rather  add  beauty  to  the  place."  See  Archdeacon 
Goddard's  Charge,  mdcccxxvi.  pp.  32,  feqq. 

The  fynod  of  Saint  Omer  (A.D.  mdlxxxiii.)  makes  it 
a  part  of  the  office  of  the  titans  of  ©fm'stt'arutrj  to  blcfs 
new  bells1 — ''novas  campanas  benedicere:" — u  qua  in  func- 
tioned the  canon  fubjoins,  "  caveant  patrinos  aut  matrinas 
qui  nomina  campanis  imponant  invitare,  aut  permittere,  fed 
id  ta ntwn  facia nt  quod  in  manuali  prœjcrïbitur." 

The  duty  of  confecrating  new  bells  is  alfo  impofed  on 
rural  arcïjpricsts  in  the  diocefe  of  Ghent  (A.D.  mdcl.),  and 
of  Seez  (A.D.  mdclxxxv).  In  that  of  Ypres  (A.D. 
MDLxxvn.)  they  have  the  fame  fervice  to  perform  in 
regard  to  bells;  and,  in  addition,  they  have  to  reconcile 
churchyards,  which  had  been,  by  epifcopal  declaration, 

(')  This  exceedingly  abfurd  ceremony  is  faid  by  Brand  to  have  been 
firft  practifed  by  Pope  John  XIII.  (A.D.  dcccclxviii.).  The  Roman  Pon- 
tificale prefents  us  with  the  ritual  for  it.  It  had  not  ceafed,  it  feems,  to 
excite  attention  in  the  French  Court  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century.  It 
is  faid  in  a  Journal  of  the  day  (Sept.  22,  mdcclxxxii.)  :  "  The  lovers  of 
ecclefiaftical  folemnities  are  running  in  crowds  to  the  church  of  St.  Sul- 
pitius,  to  fee  the  ceremony  of  chriftening  the  new  bells  of  that  parifli. 
The  godfathers  and  godmothers  of  the  firft  are  the  King  and  Queen, 
who  have  fent  their  proxies  ;  of  the  fécond,  Monfieur  and  Madame  in 
perfon  ;  &c.  &c." 
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defecrated  and  profaned: — "  Dccanorum  qfficium  eft,  novas 
campanas  benedicere,  cœmeteria  pojl  declarationem  à  nobis 

factam,  qubd  profanata  funt  reconciliare,  &c." — and  to 
fufpend  nnconfecrated  altars  and  cemeteries1. 

By  the  council  of  Augsburg  {A.D.  mdxlviii.)  the  teana  JfjBDitaî1 
of  trje  countrp  are  charged  to  take  care  that  no  images  be  p-228- 
erected  for  the  adoration  of  the  faithful,  unlefs  firft 
approved  of  by  the  bifhop  or  his  vicar-general  ;  and  they 
are  to  fearch  out  all  heretical  books,  or  fuch  as  are  juftly 

f/fpected  of  favouring  herefy,  and  to  prefent  them  to  the 
bifhop. 

By  the  fynod  of  Ypres  {A.D.  mdcxxix.)  neither  images,  ^c^el/ 
feats,  epitaphs,  nor  infcriptions  are  to  be  erected  within  caP  xlv- 
any  of  the  rural  btanries  of  that  diocefe,  without  the 
fpecial  approval  of  the  bean  of  ©ïjrtsttaruty.    Nor  are  any  %e££uJj^oi' 
reprefentations  of  new  and  unwonted  objects  to  be  ]  p-  325- 
depicted  for  future  erection,  in  any  church,  without  their 
prototypes  having  been  firft  exhibited  to  the  iJcan  of 
(Cfjusttarutrj  ; — whofe  criterion  of  approbation  and  ad- 
miffion  (according  to  the  fynod  of  Antwerp,  A.D.  mdcx.) 
is  to  be  derived  from  the  canons  of  Molanus  de  facris 
imaginibus.     And,  farther,  it  is  decreed  by  the  fame 
fynod,  that  all  irreparably  mutilated  and  decayed  images 


C)  We  have  occafionallv  noticed,  in  earlier  pa^es  of  our  ©olkctanea, .  Strype's Life  of 
J  »  1  Cranmer,  p.  62. 

points  of  refemblanee  in  the  tnorcjJtftopal  and  Octanal  functions.    Others  peRKe>g  Letter 

may  be  here  pointed  out;  in  which  the  bifliops  in  partibus  infiddium,  toI)ucarel,p.U. 

as  they  obtained  in  England  before  the  Reformation,  refembled  the 

Bcang  rural  of  the  oppotite  continent.    The  prelates  in  queftion  bleJJ'ed 

altars,  chalices,  ve/lments,  &c.    They  baptized,  blejf'ed,  and  confecrated 

bells.    They  fufpe tided  profane  aud  unconfecrated  places,  and  reconciled 

polluted  churches  and  churchyards.     They  granted  indulgences  for  a 

few  days,  &c.  &c.    All  which  offices  were  exercifed  by  Deans  rural. 
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CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
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CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.1,  p.  547. 


are  to  be  removed  from  the  people's  gaze,  by  the  arcfj- 
uricsts  of  tijc  country.  See  alio  CC.  Rotomag.  Provinc. 
P.  ii.  p.  456. 

The  internal  decency  of  the  edifice  in  which  the  public 
offices  of  religion  are  performed,  in  point  of  repairs, 
cleanlinefs,  and  all  accommodations  of  books,  vejjels,  veft- 
ments,  and  other  things  required  for  divine  worllnp,  "was 
a  part  of  the  îjean  rural's  truft  in  France  as  far  back  as 
the  days  of  Hincmar,  and  ftill  remains  fo  there  and  in 
Great  Britain,  by  confignment  of  the  diocefan  ;  who 
cannot,  as  we  have  already  faid,  perform  thefe  minute 
inveftigations,  either  perfonally,  or  by  his  archdeacon, 
fo  conveniently  and  effectually  as  by  his  local  official 
reprefentative,  the  tican  rural. 

The  Meath  canons  of  de  Rochfort  (A.D.  mccxvi.) 
command  the  then  newly-inftituted  arcfjpricsts  to  return 
a  faithful  account  to  the  epifcopal  fynod,  **  De  Jiatu  et 
conditione  Ubrorum,  vaforum,  vejt imen torwm,  et  aliorum 
omamentorum  et  jupeUectiHum  in  ecclejiis  infra  fuos  ïirca- 
natus,  ut  de  iis  reficiendis,  quotiès  expedit,  jî atuatnr1 

The  council  of  Cologne  {A.D.  mcccx.)  invefts  beans  and 
plcbans  with  a  power  of  examining  the  neceiTary  books 
and  furniture  of  their  fubject  churches — of  ordering  fuch 
articles  as  are  wanting,  to  be  fupplied  within  a  month, 


(')  The  following  fynodal  conjlitution  cf  Sodor  and  Man  (A.D.  1291) 
fliould  be  generally  adopted  in  archidiaconal  and  Cccanal  vifitations  of 
churches. — "  Habeat  etiam  arehidiaconus  omnia  ornamenta  ecclefiarum 
in  feriptis  redacta,  et  utenfdia  earum,  vejtes  et  libros,  et  fingulis  annis  fuo 
confpeetui  ea  facial  prœjentari,  ut  videat,  quœ  adjecta  fuerint  per  dili- 
gentiam  parochianorum,  tel  quœ  medio  tempore  per  neglige nliam  Del 
maVdiam  vicariorum  deperditu,  tel  per  incuriam  eorinn  aliquo  modo 
diminuta  ;  quid  per  clericos,  quid  per  laicos." 
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after  admonition  given  —  and  of  proceeding,  even  to 
excommunication,  againft  refractory  and  difobedient 
church-reeves  and  parifhioners  :  —  Can.  xvn.  ISccant 
itèm  et  plcfciru  examinent  lïbros  et  ornementa  neceJJ'aria  ad 
divina  cultum  in  ecclejîis  fibi  Jubjectis  :  et  nbi  necejfe  fuerit, 
per  confervatores  dicta  ecclefiœ,  et  parochianos,  intra  menfem 
poft  admonitionem  eorundem,  Juppleri  faciant  ;  in  rebelles, 
ex  com  man  ica  tionis  Jen  ten  tiam  p  romulgan  do." 

The  fynod  of  Cambray  (A.D.  mdlxvii.)  charges  the 
arcijjpn'ests  rural,  "  Ut  quàm  diligentijjimè  advig'dent,  ne 
quid  in  ecclefùs  défit,  quod  ad  divinum  officimn  pro  fuâ 
dignitate  peragendum  requiritur."  And  farther  bids  them 
to  inform  the  bifhop  of  any  fuperftitious  vanities  that 
may  have  crept  into  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  divine 
worflup,  whereby  the  minds  of  Chriftians  may  poffibly 
be  feduced  from  the  pure  fervice  of  God. 

The  council  of  Milan  (A.D.  mdlxxix.)  capacitates  the 
forancotts  bt'ears,  or  ùcans  of  the  archbifliop,  to  inquire, 
"An  debito  cultu  fraudantur  ecclefiœ;  an  facris  vefiibus, 
ornamentis,  fiipellectileqiie  ccchfiafiici,  ad  cultum  nece/Jitria, 
injtructœ  funt;  an  denique  ullâ  ex  parte  incultœr  {See 
|iarocfjtal  ïTtst'tatt'on,  Partiv.  S.n.) 

Articles  of  church-furniture  being  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  toans  of  tJ)e  country  by  the  Harlem  fta- 
tutes  (A.D.  mdlxiv.),  the  officers  are  charged,  as  guar- 
dians thereof,  to  fee  that  the  fame  are  not  pawned  to 
common  ufurers,  under  any  plea  of  necelTity  :  and  they 
are  forbidden  fo  to  difpofe  of  church-goods  themfelves, 
except  upon  mature  examination  and  conviction  of  the 
propriety  of  the  meafure,  on  pain  of  excommunication. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Antwerp,  again,  if  any  materials, 
once  confecrated  to  holy  purpofes  in  church  édifices, 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  1-124. 
See  alio  Inflruc- 
tio  £cainor. 
Ecclefiœ  Mel- 
deriftsMyytnbi/C, 
P.I.  S.i.  4  2. 
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CC.  Rotomag. 
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were  afterwards  defecrated  by  being  applied  to  alien 
and  improper  ufes,  in  profane  dwellings,  they  were  to 
be  redeemed,  at  the  joint  appreciation  of  the  îïcan  rural, 
the  paftor,  and  heads  of  the  parifh. 

By  the  thirty-ninth  ftatute  of  the  fynod  of  Avranches 
(A.D.  mdl.) — on  the  duty  of ùcans  rural — it  is  enacted — 
"Cà?)i  templum  aliquod  fui  lïecanatûs  primàm  ingredientur 
Ùccant,  aJtaria  perlujtrent  ;  quœ  nijî  rectè  ornata  fuerint  et 
compo/ita,  aut  fordidis  onerata  quifquiliis  conjpiciantur,  qv.ee 
peragendis  facris  magis  obfunt  quàm  projînt:  continub  refe- 
j  rant  nojtro  promotori." 

By  the  provincial  fynod  of  Acqui  {A.D.  mdlxxxv.),  the 
forancous  btrars  or  ïicans  of  Alexander  Canigian  are  in- 
ftructed  to  inquire — "An  ea,  quœ  in  miffœ  facrificio  adhi- 
bentur,  uti  calices,  corporalia,  purificatoria,  mappœve  alta- 
ris  pura  mundave,  ac  decentia  Jînt.  An  baptifterium,  et 
facrorum  oleorum  va/a,  tuto  ac  decentèr  ajjerventur.  An 
lihros  habeant  baptizatorum,  chrifmatorum,  conjugatorum,  et 
mortuorum,  et  hos  feparatos,  et  décentes"  &c. 

By  the  fynod  of  Bois-le-duc  (A.D.  mdcxii.)  the  arcï)- 
prtests  rural  are  bade  not  omit  the  particular  examination 
of fac rameutais  and  church-ornaments  of  all  kinds. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Cologne,  the  parochial  paftors  are 
charged  to  fhew  their  baptifmal  and  matrimonial  registers 
to  the  btans  rural,  at  the  times  of  their  vifiting;  and  the 
latter  are  diligently  to  examine  the  fame. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Bayeux  (A.D.  mdclxii.)  the  beans 
are  made  confervators  of  thefe  important  inftruments  : — 
it  is  ordered — "  Que  dans  chaque  paroi ffe  il  foit  tenu 
régijtre  des  baptêmes,  mariages,  et  inhumations,  fuivant 
T ordonnance:  et  lors  qu'un  curé  viendra  à  décéder,  ils  Je 
foi/iront  de/dits  régiftres,  et  autres  titres  et  écritures  concer- 
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nans  la  curé,  et  les  droits  du  curé."  "  Pour  les 

mettre  "  (adds  a  fynod  of  Lifieux)  "  enfuite  aux  mains  du 
nouveau  curé,  qui  en  prendra  pqjfej/ion" 

The  fynod  of  Malines  (A.D.  mdlxx.)  extends  their  care 
to  all  original  documents,  muniments,  &c.,  relating  to 
benefices  ;  which  they  are  to  fee  duly  depofited  in  places 
of  fafe  cuftody. 

But  touching,  more  particularly,  the  connexion  of 
Ùeans  rural  with  facraments  and  facramentals  ;  with  which 
they  were  early  concerned  in  the  churches  of  Nor- 
mandy ; — the  third  canon  of  the  council  of  Rouen  {A.D. 
mlxxii.)  gives  them  the  diftribution  of  chrifm  (a  mixture 
of  oil  and  balfam  for  baptifm  &c.)  and  oil  (for  extreme 
unction)  : — "  Chri/matis  et  olei  dijîrïbutio  à  tfecam's  fummâ 
diligentiâ  et  honejîate  fiat:  ita  ut  interim  dum  dijlrïbue- 
rint,  albis  Jînt  induti:  et  talibus  va/cul  is  dijlrïbuatur,  ut 
nihil  mdè  aliquâ  negligentiâ  pereat."  And  the  fame  is 
continued  to  them  by  a  fubfequent  fynod  of  Liege  {A.D. 
mcclxxxvii.)  can.  xvn. 

With  the  like  facramental  truft  the  tieans  rural  were, 
heretofore,  concerned  in  Great  Britain,  while  chrifm  and 
oil  continued  to  be  fupplied  from  the  mother  to  the 
daughter  churches — probably  till  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation. The  rule  was  invariable,  I  believe,  in  the 
country,  for  the  villages  of  each  Ùeanry  to  be  fupplied  from 
the  towns  or  metrocomiœ,  or,  at  leaft,  the  minor  places 
from  the  major  ;  and  the  latter,  again,  from  the  epifcopal 
city.  Many  notices  of  this  ufage  occur  in  the  ancient 
regifter  of  Saint  Ofmund  of  Sarum,  before  and  after  the 
removal  of  the  fee  from  Old  to  New  Sarum.  The  îïeans, 
in  all  likelihood,  as  foon  as  they  were  inftituted  in  this 
diocefe,  received  chrifm  and  oil  at  the  diocefan  church  or 
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cathedral  of  Sarum,  and  re-diftributed  them  in  the 
matrices  ecclefiœ  of  their  refpective  ÏJecanatrs  ;  though,  at 
the  early  date  alluded  to,  they  are  not  mentioned  as 
Thornton's  Hi/t.  exercifmg  that  truft  amongft  ourfelves.    In  the  countv 

of  Nottingham,  °  °  J 

of  Nottingham,  it  is  well  known,  the  titans  of  tï)C  countru 
received  chrifm  and  oil  for  the  ufe  of  the  clergy  of  their 
ÎJcanrics  at  the  mother  church  of  Southwell  ;  to  which 
place  the  facramental  articles  were  previously  brought 
from  the  minfter  at  York. 

By  the  council  of  Saumur  {A.D.  mccliii.),  the  îrcans 
Ihared  with  the  archdeacons  and  arcfjpricsts  the  entire 
care  of  facramental  implements.  The  fame  having  been 
much  neglected  in  certain  parts  of  the  archdiocefe  of 
Tours,  the  fécond  and  third  canons  of  this  fynod  commit 
to  the  recited  functionaries  and  beans  rural  ("  ad  quorum 
officium  dignofcitur  pertinere") — uUt  procurent  fanctua- 
r ium,  fontes,  oleum,  et  fanctum  chrifma,  clavibus  adhibitis 
cujtodiri,  et  per  loca  populofa,  et  maxime  civitates,  xenera- 
biliter  deferri"  They  were  to  fee  that  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  altar  was  kept  with  becoming  propriety, 
;  the  eucharijt  itfelf,  and  the  Ka^v^driov  or  corporale,  on 
which  it  was  depofited  ; — that  the  latter  was  of  pure  white 
linen,  and  warned  only  by  a  deacon  or  prieft  attired  in 
his  furplice  ;  all  the  ablutions,  or  at  leali  the  firft,  being 
poured  into  the  pifcina  ; — and  laftly,  that  the  coverings, 
the  facerdotal  vejts,  and  all  other  things  confecrated  to 
the  altar,  were  cleanfed,  apart  from  the  contamination  of 
unhallowed  clothes,  by  fome  pure  and  pious  virgin,  or 
matron  of  unimpeachable  character. 

The  decent  keeping  of  the  facramental  articles  was 
juftly  deemed  by  the  fynod  of  Confiance  {A.D.  mccclxxv.) 
of  grave  importance.    It  was  enjoined  on  the  treans  rural 
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to  enforce  it  at  their  fealenîJœ  : — "  In  ftalentris  preecipiant 
omnibus  presbyteris  et  curatis  quod  corporalia,  et  omnia 
alia  ad  mijjàm  pertinentia,  Jitper  altare  mundè  teneant  et 
honejiè."  See  Décréta  Sj/nodi  Provincialis  Aqueufis  (A.I). 
mdlxxxv.),  de  VhuxUz  jporaiuts,  p. 123.  ;  alfo  the  council 
of  Rouen  {A.D.  mdlxxxi.),  de  Sacramento  Miffce  ; — of 
Bayeux  {A.D.  mdclxii.),  can.  xiv.  ;  and  of  Evreux  {A.D. 
mdcxliv.),  chap.  xii.  can.  xn. 

The  plcbant  are  ordered  by  the  council  of  Ravenna 
{A.D.  mdlxviii.),  and  of  Amalphi  {A.D.  mdxcvii.),  to  re- 
ceive  the  "facra  olea"  from  the  bifhop  of  the  mother 
or  cathedral  church,  and  to  diftribute  them  to  the  fubject 
churches  of  their  plcbnnatcs  ;  and  the  like  diftribution 
is  charged  upon  the  arcljprcsbju^s  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  j 
Antwerp  by  Miraeus  {A.D.  mdcx).    Before  which  latter  Decrel.  Si/nnrl 
date,  the  church  of  Malines  entrufted  to  her  ïrcans  rural 
the  partition  of  chrifm  and  other  facramentaJs  "  in  tempJo 
aut  loco  faltfon  decenti  et  hone/to;" — in  fulfilling  which 
duty,  they  were  to  take  care  that  the  diftribution  was 
made  "in  mundis  ac  diftinctis  capjulis"  the  bearers 
being  ecclefiaftics  :  and  if  any  expence  was  neceffarily 
incurred  by  the  îïeans,  it  was  to  be  repaid  to  them,  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  bifhop,  at  his  next  vifitation  or 
convention. 

"Non  modo  artrjtprtsbytcrt  Jïngulis  amis,"  fays  a  fta- 
tute  of  the  provincial  fynod  of  Malines  {A.D.  mdcvii.), 
"  ab  ordinario  Juo,  vel,  fede  vacante,  à  vicario-generali, 
facrum  chrifma  et  facra  olea  tempejtivè  petant,  et  per  facer- 
dotem,  diaconum,  vel  falteni  fubdiaconum,  in  mundis  et 
honeftis  vafculis  (fcilicèt  Jîanneis  aut  argenteis,  nullo  modo 
verb  cupreis,  teRaceis,  aut  vitreis)  ad  locum  refidentue  fucc 
ferri  curent:  fed  pajlorcs  etiam  finquli  quota nnh  ab  archî» 
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pvcsbtftero  fuo,  vel  ex  eâ  ecclejiâ  undè  confueveritnt,  per  fe 
aut  alium  facerdotcm,  non  autem  illo  inferiorem,  in  Jimili- 
bus  vafculis  factum  chrifma,  fanctaque  olea  ferre  non  omit- 
tant  ;  if  que  receptis,  veteribus  non  utantur  :  fed  quidquid 
ex  illis  fuperfuerit,  JÎ  l/quidum,  lampadi  quœ  lucet  ante 
venerabile  facramentum  infundatur;  Jin  autem  bombyci, 
vel  gojjipio  immixtum  fuerit,  fuper  pifcinam  comburatur" 

For  inattention  to  this  branch  of  their  perfonal  duty 
the  îïenns  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Cologne  were  feverely 
rebuked  by  Archbifhop  Henry,  in  the  fynod  of  mdclxii  : — 
"  Intelligimus  quofdam  ïïccanos  rurales,"  fays  he,  domi 
fuce  hcerentes  per  pedellos  fuos  homines  laicos,  imb  etiam 
{quod  maxime  abfurdum  ejt)  per  fubmi/Jas  fœminas,  hœc 
fancta  vel  petere,  vel.  ad  fe  per  multa  itinerum  fpatia  curare 
defer ri.  Ut  hide  abufui  et  facrihgii  periculo  occurramns, 
omnibus  ac  Jingidis  forçants  ruraltbus  et  aliis,  quibus  id 
incumbit,  feverè  prœcipimus,  ut  ipjimet,  vel  eorundem  ca- 
merarii,  vel  alii  idonei  fubftituti  facer  dotes  .  .  .  tempejtivè 
compareant  .  .  .  et  excipiant,  &c"    See  alfo  capp.  feqq. 

It  was,  heretofore,  the  bufinefs  of  ïreans  rural  in 
England,  Dr.  Atterbury  tells  us,  f<  to  inftruct  the 
younger  clergy  in  the  way  of  adminijîering  and  ordering 
facraments  and  facramentals,  according  to  the  canons  and 
cuftoms  of  the  church."  It  probably  was  fo  ; — but,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  refearches,  I  have  met  with  no  authority 
for  the  archdeacon's  ftatement — none,  that  is,  enjoining 
on  ïicans  rural  by  name  the  duty  in  queftion  ;  though  it 
was  performed  in  the  rural  chapters  of  their  iicanrtes. 
But  the  archdeacons  were  the  inftructors  on  thofe  occa- 
fions,  according  to  Otho's  canon  ;  by  which  it  was 
ordered  that  thofe  fuperior  officers  mould  be  frequently 
in  attendance  at  the  rural  chapters,  for  the  purpofe.  The 
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words  are:  "Frequenter  intereffe  capt'tult's1  per  finqulos  \Ctmji.  Dom. 

j.j  r>  7       a  Othoras,  Edit. 

fcetanatus,  m  quitus  diligenter  infirmant  inter  alia  jacer-  \  Oxon.  P.  52. 
dotes,  ut  benè  vivant,  ut  feiant  et  fané  intell  igant  verba  \ 
commis  et  baptifmatis,  quœ  funt  de  fubjtantiâ  facramenti." 
Before  the  intrufion  of  archdeacons  into  the  capitular 
chair,  tfcans  rural  probably  officiated  in  the  capacity  of 
teachers  of  facramental  duties  ;  and  at  a  later  date, 
when  the  archdeacons  and  their  officials  were  abfent, 
the  beans  may  have  acted  as  their  fubftitutes. 

The  church  of  Rome,  with  her  appurtenances  of 
fuperftition,  for  a  long  while,  greatly  multiplied  the 
catalogue  of  our  facramental  duties,  and  added  to  our 
official  refponfibility  ;  but  the  Reformation  has  releafed 
us  from  many  fervices  as  unfcriptural  as  they  were  un- 
profitable. The  fimple  articles  of  furniture  with  which 
the  altars  of  the  church  of  England  are  now-a-days 
decorated  for  the  facrament  of  the  eucharift,  and  her  i 
fonts  for  that  of  baptifm,  have  happily  reduced  the  ; 
facramental  department  of  our  office  to  one  of  plain  and 
eafy  execution.  Of  the  mifcalled  facrament  of  penance, 
and  the  duties  of  ïfeans  rural  as  confefïbrs  or  penitentiaries, 
we  fhall  prefently  fpeak. 

But  there  is  one  holy  rite  —  erroneoufly  termed  a 
facrament  by  the  church  of  Rome — confirmation — with 
which  the  ticarts  rural  of  England  have  been  brought  into 
remote  connexion  by  an  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  the 
date  of  the  Reftoration  ;  which  charges  them  to  attend 
to  the  preparation  of  catechumens  by  the  appointed  mini- 
fters,  in  order  to  their  being  fubmitted  to  the  bifhop  for 


(')  "ïluraltbug — i\uœ  hodie  tenentur,"  plofles  Johii  de  Atlio,  " per 
officiates  archidiaconorum ,  et  quandoque  per  Dccanoâ  ruralcg." 
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confirmation  : — "  Moreover,"  in  the  words  of  King  Charles 
the  Second's  Declaration  concerning  EccJefia j'licaJ  Affairs 
(A.D. mdclx.)j  "the  rural  bran  and  his  affiliants  are,  in 
their  refpective  divifions,  to  fee  that  the  children  and 
younger  fort  be  carefully  inftructed,  by  the  refpective 
minifters  of  every  parifh,  in  the  grounds  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  their 
faith  and  knowledge,  and  alfo  of  their  Chriftian  conver- 
fation  conformable  thereunto,  before  they  be  confirmed 
by  the  bifhop,  or  admitted  to  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper." 

In  compliance  with  which  claufe,  Bifliop  Ward  of 
Sarum  (A.D.  mdclxx.)  inftructed  his  brans  rural  to  ob- 
ferve  whether  the  parochial  clergy  were  "  diligent  in 
catechizing  the  children,  and  preparing  them  for  confir- 
mation"  (Officium  îBrranor.  <Kùr.  &c.  in  the  Stppcnîrix.) 

But  many  centuries  before  this  date,  brans  rural  were 
interefted  in  the  other  popifh  facrament  referred  to,  the 
Parochial  Ant  i-  fourth  of  the  Romilh  catalogue,  viz.  penance.    "  For  the 

quilies.  Vol.  II.  .  t  •    n  1     ■  i 

p.  357.  more  immediate  influence  on  their  clergy,  thev  were 

appointed  to  be  their  confe[Jors  and  penitentiaries,  becaufe 
they  were  prefumed  to  have  the  character  of  men  of 
fufneient  literature,  and  good  report  and  favour  with 
their  brethren  :  and  were  therefore  ordained  to  hear  the 
confejjions  of  rectors,  vicars,  and  all  other  priefts  and 
minifters  within  the  limits  of  their  own  bcanni,  and  to 
enjoin  them  the  facrament  of  penance. 
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penitentiary  duties  of  13canS  Mural. 
Proceed  we  then,  next,  to  the  duties  of  beans  rural  in 
connexion  with  the  folemn  fervice  of  confejjion  and 
penance; — premifing  that  "all  public  criminals  who  had 
been  guilty  of  notorious  crimes  were  obliged,  in  the 
primitive1  days  of  Chriftianity,  to  a  public  êÇoixoAoyrjo-tç,  SeeSwcer.  t.e. 
or  repentance  in  the  church,  and  were  declared  unworthy 
of  communion  with  Chrift  and  his  flock,  till,  by  confejjion,  j.  Taylor  o/Ec- 
repentance,  and  the  fruits  worthy  of  it,  they  were  ad-  ■  nance,  §  iv.  41. 
judged  capable  of  God's  pardon."     "In  purfuance  of 
which,  the  bilhop,  and  whom  he  deputed,  miniftered  to 
thefe  public  fatisfactions  and  amends."    Of  the  number 
oî  penitentiary  delegates,  fo  conftituted,  were  fccans  rural; 
not  merely  for  the  cleryy,  but  for  the  laity  alfo,  in  a 
fubordinate  degree.    As  pœnitentiarii 2  of  the  former,  in  somner-s  Antiq. 
their  refpective  ÎJcnnrtts,  they  received  the  conférions  of  vJni'p.u^' 
rectors,  vicars,  capellanes,  and  all  other  priefts,  and 
enjoined  them  u  the  facr anient  of  penance  :" — but  when 
firft  entrufted  with  this  important  duty  by  the  bilhop, 
the    only  penitentiary  of  "infant  Chriltendom,"  it  is 
impoffible  to  unravel  : — "prioribus  quinque  fexve  fœculis 

(')  For  an  account  of  the  four  grades  of  penitents  of  the  primitive 
church,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  very  learned  notes  of  the  bifliop  of 
Saint  Afaph,  in  Can.  Cone.  Nicœn.  Prirni,  can.  xi.  in  v.  êv  aKpoco/jLérotç. 
Synodic.  Tom.  n.  p.  71.  We  have  here  only  to  do  with  penance,  as  a 
part  of  church  difcipline  to  which  avcfopricgtg  were  minifterial.  See 
Gibfon's  C.  I.  E.  A.  Tit.  xlvi.  cap.  n. 

(2)  Pcenitentiarius — paroclms  fed.  vel  alms  facerdos,  cui  jure  cano-   Somner's  Ghjf. 
nico  incumbit  plebis  fibi  commiffœ,  aid  alicujus  Jingularis  perjonœ,  con-   a^  ^cnPLyi- 
fcjfloncs  audire,  et  pro  ratione  delicti,  juxta  dijciplinam  ecclrfiajticam, 
pœnas  dare.    Vulgô,  a  Confeffbr. 
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Thomair.  vet.    2)enes  cpifcopum  folum  erat  pœnitentiœ  publicœ  admini- 

el  Nov.  Ecclef.    \  ~       .  vtt  •  r  -r 

Di/cipiin.  v.i.  Jtratio  :  penes  presbyterum  vero  delegatum  nonniji  epijcopo 
abfente,  aut  cegrotante." 

About  the  time  of  the  Decian  perfecution  {A.D.  ccl.), 
Dr.  Cave  thinks,  the  fubordinate  public  penitentiary  was 
firft  appointed — "  fome  holy,  grave,  and  prudent  pres- 
byter"— as  "a  kind  of  cenfor  morum,  to  inquire  into  the 
lives  of  Chriftians,  to  take  an  account  of  their  failures, 
and  to  direct  and  difpofe  them  to  repentance."  But  the 
aicbprcsïnjter  appears  not  in  connexion  with  this  vocation 
till  full  Jive  hundred  years  after  this  date.  However,  we 
may  fay,  in  general  terms,  that  rural  nrcfjprt'csts  at  an 
early  date  (according  to  the  Decretum1  of  Gratian,  A.D. 
Dvi.,  but  in  Thomaffin's  opinion  nearly  three  centuries 
later)  whether  themfelves  confeffbrs  or  not  before  that 
time,  were  then,  at  leaft,  minifterial  to  the  bifhop  in 
preparing  lay-penitents  (in  relation  to  the  laity  they 
appear  in  a,  penitentiary  capacity  before  they  do  in  rela- 
tion to  the  clergy)  for  undergoing2  the  folemn  fervice  of 


Atterbury's 

Archidiuconal 

Charge, 

MDCCVIII. 


J.  Taylor  of  Ec- 

clefiqftical  Pe- 
nance, §  iv. 41. 


(')  The  text  of  the  canon  law,  compiled  by  the  monk  of  Bologna 
{A.D.  mcl.),  is  here  erroneous.  Nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  difcovered 
in  any  of  the  canons  of  the  council  of  Agatha,  now  extant.  The  mif- 
take,  however,  is  of  long  Handing,  Gratian  having  tranferibed  it  from 
the  bifhop  of  Wormes's  Magnum  Deer etorum,  feu  Canonum  Volumen 
{A.D.  m.), — and  Burchard,  again,  from  the  collection  of  Rheginon,  abbot 
of  Prumia  {A.D.  dccccvi.),  who,  as  I  have  elfewhere  noted,  antedated 
the  canon  in  queftion  nearly  three  hundred  years.  It  probably  belongs 
to  the  age  of  Charlemagne.  See  Thomafim  V.  et  N.  E.  D.  de  B.  Part  n. 
L.  i.  c.  v.  Tom.  i.  p.  225. 

(2)  "  Though,  by  the  nature  of  the  thing,"'  fays  Jeremy  Taylor,  "  they 
only  could  be  neceffarily  and  eifentially  obliged,  who  had  done  public 
and  notorious  offences  ;  yet  fome,  obferving  the  advantages  of  that  way 
of  repentance,  the  prayers  of  the  church,  the  tears  of  the  bifhop,  the 

compaffion 
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penance  on  the  firft  day  of  the  quadragefimal  faft — that 
godly  difcipline  of  the  primitive  church,  to  which 
reference  is  made  at  the  beginning  of  our  comminution 
fervice. 

At  the  church  door  flood  the  "  pœnitentes  fa  ceo  induti, 
midis  pedibus,  mltibus  in  terrant  demi/fis,  reos  je  effe  ipfo 
habitu,  et  vultu  protejtantes"  and  were  received  by  the 
priefts  and  nrcftpricsts  ;  who  diligently  examined  their 
paft  courfe  of  life,  and  impofed  the  eftablifhed  degrees  of 
penance  proportionate  to  their  guilt.  After  which  the 
beans  or  ardjpriests,  ("brtant  i.e.  ardnprcsïnjtcu  paroclji- 
arum,")  and  their  coadjutors,  introduced  them  into  the 
prefence  of  the  bifhop,  in  the  church,  for  the  latter  to 
perform  his  part  of  the  penitential  procefs.  The  feafon 
of  Lent  having  paft,  on  Eafter-day  the  penitents  were 
again  prefented  by  their  beans  and  presbyters,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  conclufion  of  the  fame  canon,  to  receive 
the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  at  the  altar. 
For  "  in  the  primitive  records  of  the  church,  there  was 
no  form  of  abfolution  judicial,  nothing  but  giving  the 
penitents  the  holy  communion,  admitting  them  to  the 
peace  of  the  church,  to  the  fociety  and  privileges  of  the 
faithful;" — "which  was  done  by  the  bifhop,  (the  higheft 
order  of  the  church  being  the  prime  agent  in  difpenfing 
its  higheft  power,  the  pardon  of  a  penitent  finner),  or, 
in  his  abfence,  by  the  prieft  or  confejfor,  who  took  the 
fupplicants  from  the  ftation  of  the  penitents,  and  placed 
them  amongft  the  faithful  communicants; — either  by 


Derret  Pars  I. 
Diftinct. 
L.'i.xiv.  ]).  71. 
Ex  As.athenfi 
CuvciUo,  an.50fl. 
D.  Efarcliard. 
Epifc.  Il'ormar. 
L.  xix.  c.  XXVI. 
p.  205. 


compaffion  of  the  faithful,  the  joy  of  abfolution  and  reconciliation,  did 
come  in  voluntarily,  and  to  do  that  by  choice  which  the  notorious  cri- 
minals were  to  do  of  neceflity." 


J.  Taylor  of  Ec- 
clefiajlical  Pe- 
nance, §  iv.  50. 


Care's  Primitive 
Chrijiianity, 
Part  m.  ch.  v. 
p.  379. 


J.  Taylor  ofÉc- 
clefiaftical  Pe- 
nance, §  iv.  55. 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
ix.  col.  10o'6. 


HiDcmariO/uera, 
Tom.  I.  p.  730. 


declaring  that  their  penances  were  performed,  or  not  to 
be  exacted1." 

The  fynod  of  Pavia  (A.D.  dcccl.)  introduces  rural 
arcljprtcsis  to  us,  in  its  fixth  canon,  in  the  character  of 
penitentiaries  appointed  to  excite  public  criminals  to 
public  penance,  while  private  fins  were  to  be  atoned  in 
private  confefjion  to  inferior  priefts,  approved  of  by  the 
bifhops  and  ardjpusbytcrs  : —  ....  "  Oportet  ut  plrbtum 
arcrjtprcsbntcrt  per  fingulos  unumquemqae  patremfamilias 
conveniant,  quaterms  tàm  ipjî,  quàm  omnes  in  eorum  domi- 
bus  commorantes,  qui  publiée  crimina  perpétrant  ut,  publiée 
pœniteant;  qui  verb  occulte  deliqueruut,  ill  is  confiteantur, 
quos  cpifcopi  et  plclmim  arcfitprcsbytcrt  idoneos  adfecretiora 
ruinera  mentium  medicos  elegerint  ;  qui,fi  forfitàn  in  aliquo 
dubitaverint,  cpfcoporum  fuorum  non  dijjimulent  implorare 
fententiam  &c." 

A  farther  notice  of  tie  airs  rural,  as  fupervifors  ofeccle- 
liaftical  penance,  appears  in  the  councils  of  the  diocefe  of 
Rheims  under  Archbifhop  Hincmar  : — "  Et  femper  de 
halendis  in  kalendas  menjium,  quaudb  presbyteri  de  îiecaniïs 
Jhnùl  convenient,  conlationem  de  pœnitentibus  fuis  Juibeant, 
qualitèr  unufquifque  fuam  pœnitentiam  faciat,  et  nobis  per 
commin'Jtrum  no  ft  rum  renuncietur,  ut  in  actione  pœni- 
tentiœ  penfare  valeamus,  quaudb  qu'fque  pœnitens  recon- 
cïïiari  debeat.  Et  fi  forte  quis  ad  pœnitentiam  venire 
noluerit  infra  quindecim  dies  pqfî  perpetrationem  peccati, 
et  exhortationem  presbyteri  in  cujus  parochiâ  actum  fuerit, 


(')  See  Burnet  on  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  p.  373,  Art.  xxv. — Pe- 
nance; and  Preface  to  the  Hftory  of  the  Reformation,  Vol.  u.  pp.  xvi. 
xvii.  ;  Soames's  Bampton  Lectures,  pp.266,  feqq.  ;  and  Proofs  and  11- 
lujtrations,  pp.  287,  feqq.  ;  and  Tomline's  Chrijlian  Theology,  Vol.  n. 
pp.  425-6. 
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et  fedulitatem  îïccaru  ac  compresbyterorum  fuorum,  atque 
injtantiam  comminijîrorum  noflrorum,  decernatur  quaîitèr 
qui  peccatum  perpetraùt,  et  ad  pœnitentiam  redire  con- 
temnit,  à  cœtu  eccïejîœ,  donèc  ad  pœnitentiam  redeat, 
Jegregetur  &c."  Which1  fentence  of  excommunication 
the  îïean  generally  denounced,  as  the  moft  dignified  pres- 
byter of  his  diftrict,  a  judge  delegate,  and  the  organ  of 
the  church's  cenfure  on  contumacious  offenders  againft 
her  difcipline. 

In  addition  to  fupervifing  the  due  performance  of  thefe  see  whitaker's 

it  j  -  ,  ,  ,  i  Hill,  of  Man- 
pUDLlC  duties  ot  lav-penance,  that  ùfnns  rural  were  actual  chehr,  voi.n. 

.  e      •    *         *■  tr  i   •        e         e       j-  B.fi. § m. P386. 

receivers  ot  private  conje[/ion,  and  impoiers  ot  condign 

penance  for  the  clergy  more  particularly,  is  the  averment 

of  Somner,  Van  Efpen,  Kennett,  Whitaker,  and  others  ; 

and  the  vicar  of  Ambrofden  and  the  Hiftorian  of  Man- 

chefter  refer  to  Archbifhop  Peckham's  eighth  conftitution 

{A.D.  mcclxxxi.),  "De  into  confejf'ore  in  quolibet  Ùccanatu 

faciendo"  as  their  authority  for  the  fact.    But,  however 

probable  it  may  be,  that  the  arcïjprcstnjter  of  the  bcanrg 

is  alluded  to  as  the  long-eftablished  confejfor,  it  is  not 

expreffly  declared.     The  canon  notices  it  to  be  an 

inftitution  of  antiquity,  "  Ut  in  quolibet  ÏJccanatu  unus  fit  cc.M.B.eiii. 

t  /</•«.  .       v      .77    /5  •  1    Vol.  ii.  p.  54. 

rector  aut  vicarius,  literatura  jufficienter  illujtratus,  gratia 
famaque   laudabili   injignitus,  ad  confejjionem  rector um, 
vira  riorum,  aliorumque  facerdotum  ac  minijlrorum  ecclejiœ 
audiendam,  injungendufque  pœnitentias,  &c." — complains 

(')  Bilhop  Kennett  fuggefts  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  on  the  occafion   9H8.  SCbbcnba, 
of  reftoring  tseanS  rural  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  that  there  are  many   Vol  °n'  p.  358. 
parts  of  difcipline  that  may  be  committed  to  them  without  any  pretended 
invafion  upon  the  archdeacons  or  others  ;  and  particularly  calls  his  lord- 
fhip's  attention  "  to  letting  the  fentences  of  excommunication  and  abfo- 
lution  be  denounced  more  efpecially  by  rural  ticang,  &c." 
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Vol.i.  p.  609. 


OC.  M.  B.  et  II. 
Vol.i.  p.  651. 


that  the  rule  had  been  allowed,  by  the  negligence  of  the 
clergy,  to  fall  into  defuetude,  and  re-enacts  it  in  its  prif- 
tine  vigour  and  inviolability  ; — 'referring,  as  Lyndwood 
fuppofes,  to  the  fifth  conftitution  of  Cardinal  Otho,  and 
the  nineteenth  of  Stephen  Langton  {A.D.  mccxxii.)  But 
ÎKcanal  confejjors  are  rather  fuperfeded  by  the  Legatine 
canon  of  the  former,  under  the  fanction  of  the  tenth 
canon  of  the  Lateran  council  of  mccxvi. —  (by  which 
bifhops  are  bound  to  have  affijtants  in  preaching,  hearing 
confejfions,  and  enjoining  penances)  : — for  the  cardinal 
orders,  "  Ut  per  quoslibet  toranatus  prudentes  viri  et  fidèles 
conftituantur  per  epifcopum  confeffores  ;  quibus  perfonœ  et 
minores  clerici  valeant  confiteri,  qui  îiccarus  erubefeunt 
coitfiteri,  forfitàn  et  verentur.  In  ecclejîis  verb  cathe- 
dral ibus   confej/ores  inj'titui  prœcipimus  générales.''  


making  no  allufion  whatever  to  the  inftitution  of  ticans 
themselves  as  penitentiary  minijiers  for  the  clergy,  though 
the  canon  feems  to  acknowledge  their  pre-exiftence  in 
that  capacity.  Nor  does  any  occur  in  the  earlier  tran- 
fcript  of  the  Lateran,  viz.  the  fixteenth  canon  of  the 
provincial  Scotch  council  {A.D.  mccxxv.),  "De  confejj'o- 
ribus  conftituendis"  alfo  referred  to  by  the  fame  cele- 
brated antiquaries,  as  authorities.  The  words  of  both 
point  to  a  fécond  clafs  of  confejjors,  befide  the  trccanal, 
for  the  inferior  clergy,  when  either  afhamed  or  afraid  to 
apply  to  the  fccans  rural  in  that  capacity, — the  latter 
remaining,  at  the  fame  time,  the  proper,  canonical  reci- 
pients of  clerical  confej/ion  in  general,  the  "  confeJJ'ores 
nati"  of  the  priefthood  of  each  fccanrg,  upon  fome  earlier 
appointment,  not  incorporated,  as  far  as  I  can  difcover, 
in  any  antecedent  capitulary  or  fynod;  but  occurring, 
for  the  firft  time,  in  the  tomes  of  the  councils  {A.D. 
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mcclxxxiv.),  m  the  Sy  nodus  apud  S.  Hippolytum — "  Sta-\  ss.cc.Tom. 

r       ,.       ,  ,  ,  .  77      •   xiv.  col.  780. 

tuimus,  ut  jinguli  ptebani,  redores,  vicaru,  et  capellani 
nqftrœ  diœcefis  de  gravioribus  fuis  peccatis  confiteantur 
fuo  becano  :  becaru  nobis,  ac  etiam  archidiacono,  feu  Us, 
quos  eis  dederimus  confeJJ'ores." 

The  nineteenth  Oxford  conftitution  of  Stephen  Lang-  vide  synod. 
ton  (A.D.  mccxxii.),  above  cited  as  being  a  reference  of  Pœmtenim.À.n. 
Peckham  on  the  authority  of  Lyndwood,  ordains  cer-  j  ce.  m.  b.  hh. 
tain  difcreet  confeffors  to  be  felected  by  the  bimop  and    °  '  ' p' 
archdeacon  to  receive1  the  confierions  of  rural  beans  them- 
felves,  when  fearful  of  having  recourfe  to  their  prelates 
for  that  purpofe.    And  thefe  functionaries,  in  all  proba- 
bility, were  of  the  fame  character  and  inftitution  as  the  j 
"  presbyteri  idonei  literatures  competentis,  et  probatœ  om- 
nibus opinionis"  of  the  canon  de  Pœnitentiâ  of  the  fame 
archbilhop,  publiflied  on  the  fame  occafion  at  Oxford, — 
as  the  "  duo  presbyteri,  moribus  et  feientiâ  prœditi  "  of 
the  earlier  Dublin  fynod  (A.D.  mccxvii.) — and  the  Chi- 
chefter  conftitutions  (A.D.  mcclxxxix.) — as  the  "  duo  ad 
minus  confejfores"  &c.  of  the  Durham  council  (^4.Z>.mccxx.) 
- — the  "prudentes  viri  et  fidèles"  of  Otho,  and  the  Scotch 
council, —  and  the  "rector  out  vicarius,  literaturâ  fuffici- 
entèr  iïlufïratus"  &c.  of  the  Lambeth  fynod  ;  but  diftinct 


Vol.1,  p.  595. 


Ejufd.  p.  548. 

Vol.  ii.  p.  170. 
Vol.  I.  p.  577. 


(')  That  is,  fays  Lyndwood  in  his  glofs — (L.  v.  Tit.  xvi.  gl.e,  p.  327), 
thofe  rural  Oeartô  "  qui  finit  benejiriati  vel  alias  in  facerdotio  conftituti, 
vel  ratiuue  jurifdictionis  quam  forte  exercent,  immediate  fubfunt  epifcopo 
in  foro  animœ.  Aliter  autem  fi  talis  occanug  fit  parochianus  alia/jus 
curat  i  inferioris  epifcopo,  fibi  debet  confiteri." 

So  fays  the  Pœnitentiale  Joannis  De  Deo,  "  de  confefflone  arcl)tprcs>- 
bi  tcrorum,  cap.  xi."  "Strchtprcsbgtcrt  ruraleg,  qui  Ijecant  à  quibufdam 
vocantur,  et  quandoque  plcbani,  et  quandoque  abbates,  licet  impropriè, 
 debent  epifcopo  confiteri,  et  alteri  de  licentiâ  epifcopi." 


Excerpta  ex 
Pœn  it.].  I)eDeor 
in  Append,  ad 
Theodor.  Poznit. 
Tom.  II. 
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altogether  from  rural  beans  or  arcïjpmsts  :  —  though, 
Lvndwood       I  believe,  one  gloiïator,  Cardinal  Iloftienfis,  applies  the 

Proline,  p.  341.  n  , 

gi.  v.  rectorum.  latter  canon  oi  Peckham  to  arcïjpricsts  of  trjr  cttg  and 
countrrj  in  the  character  of  penitentiaries  of  the  priefthood 
by  delegation  of  the  bilhop. 

Ejufdem gi.  v.       The  f<  pœnitentiarii  communes"  of  Peckham's  conftitu- 

communes  poeni-  1 

tentiarios.        tion  were  fo  called  "quia  deputati  Junt  community r  tarn 
pro  laïcis  quàm  pro  dericis  :"  whereas  the  others  were 
a  P.  fpeciales  quoad  perfonas  clericorum,  quorum  potejtas 
extendi  non  debet  ad  la'icos,  nifi  hoc  in  eorum  poteftate  in 
fpecie  vel  in  genere  contineatur." 

The  Meath  canons  of  A.D.  mccxvi.,  fo  full  in  general 
on  the  duties  of  arcljprfsbrjtrrs  rural,  as  the  appointed 
immediate  fucceffors  of  the  cïjorcpîsropt  of  Ireland,  are 
j  lilent  on  the  fubject  of  their  penitentiary  functions  ;  fave 
that  they  order  them  to  take  care  that  the  canonical 
penances  of  the  church  be  duly  performed  in  their  dis- 
tricts, and  that  they  themfelves  be  prefent  at  them  as 

cc.M.B.t.ttl.  witnejfes: — "  vi.  Curent  infuper  pœnitentias  canonicas  à 
nobis  vel  officialibus  nojtris  impo/itas  delinquent-bus  débité, 
et  eâ,  qua  decet  foJennitate,  peragi,  et  perimpleri  in  ecelefiis 
infra  juos  limites,  quibus  ipji  cum  presbj/teris  parochialibus 
interjlnt,  tanquàm  teftes,  ut  qua  humilitate  et  devotione 
pœnitent'ue  laboribus  defuncti  Junt,  teftificare  pojjtnt" — 
being  fupervifors  of  impofed  penitential  performances 
exactly  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  Rhemifh  hearts  of 
Arehbilhop  Hincmar  before  quoted. 

However,  that  brans  rural  were  the  confeffors  of  the 
Gallican  clergy  of  their  refpective  bcanrtcs  in  the  year 
mcclxxxiv,  is  exprefily  affirmed  in  a  canon  of  the  fynod 
of  Saint  Hippolyte,  already  quoted  from  the  volumes  of 
the  councils  : — and  the  fynods  of  Arras  {A.D.  mcccclv.), 
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and  of  Saint  Orner  (J.D.  mdlxxxiii.),  continue  them,  as  van  Efpen^ 
the  propriifacerdotes  of  their  fubject  priefts,  in  the  capa-  't^vi.  cap.v. 
city  of  receiving  confejjion.    All  perfons  are  bound,  by 

the  latter  fynod,  "  confiteri  proprio  Jacerdoti."  

"  Proprium  autem  facerdotem  ilium  intelligi  declaramus, 
cujus  curœ  qui/que  propriè  Jubjectus  eft.     Sic  parochus 

proprius  facerdos  eft  parochianorum  fuorum  &c  Sic 

artïuprcsbytcrum  feu  becanum  Œïjristtarutatts  cujufque  loci 
proprium  facerdotem  ejjh  et  agnofci  volumus  paftorum  fui 
liccanatûs.  Sic  arcïjtpresïmtmtm  ribttatcnsem  proprium 
facerdotem,  ut  paftorum  fui  ïiccanatûs,  ita  et  cœterorum 
ardu'presbrjtcrorum  five  ïmanorum  ©ïmsttamtatfe,"  &c. 

The  fynod  of  Arras  prefcribes  (De  facramento  confef-  c0»jt.  Synod. 

~  ,.  .    .     \Epifc.  Attri  but 

fonts),  "  Quod  curati  parochiales,  presbyter  i,  capellani  m  a.d. mcccclv. 
eorum  parochiis  moram  facieutes,  et  in  eifdem  capellas  Ita- 
bentes,  confiteantur  fuis  îjecarus  et  non  aliis,  nifi  de  noftrâ 
procefferit,  vel  dlctorum  bccanorum  liccntiâ  fpeciali  ;"  .... 
"beta ni  nobis  aut  in  noftrâ  abfentiâ  noftro  vicario  generali." 

Granting  that  rural  iïcans  were  primitively  inverted 
with  the  capacity  of  hearing  clerical  confef  ion,  of  inflict- 
ing penance,  and  giving  or  witholding  abfolution,  and 
enjoyed  a  priority  of  inftitution  in  thefe  duties,  how 
came  it  to  pafs  that  they  were  virtually  fuperfeded,  latter- 
ward,  on  almoft  all  occafions,  by  other  priefts  of  inferior 
rank  and  ftation  ?  Whence  happened  it  that  the  pres- 
byter fuperfeded  the  arcftpresbytcr?  —  The  negligence, 
it  may  be,  of  the  clergy,  and  contempt  of  the  iïcans  in 
fupporting  the  laudable  practice  of  confeffion,  the  bifhop 
of  Peterborough  fuggefts,  operated  to  the  introduction 
of  fecondary  penitentiaries.  But  the  principal  reafon  of 
the  decay  of  ticcanal  confef  brs  is  to  be  fought  in  the 
union  of  penitentiary  and  judge  in  the  fame  functionary. 
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Conjl.  Dom. 
Othonis,  p.  15. 


The  îjeans,  having  by  delegation  from  the  bifhop  a 
judicial  power  over  the  inferior  clergy,  might  poffibly 
betray  the  private  conférions  of  the  latter  in  fuch  caufes 
as  might  afterwards  come  before  them  in  their  ordinary 
courts  of  (Tljrtstiamtrj  ;  and  thus,  through  a  religious 
exercife  for  the  relief  of  confeience,  the  conf effing  clergy 
might  be  inftrumental  to  their  own  judicial  crimination. 

This  explains  why  the  rectors,  vicars,  capellanes,  and 
others,  were  fhy  of  approaching  our  predeceffors  in  the 
exercife  of  their  confejj'orial  functions  ;  and  upon  this 
contrariety  of  office,  John  de  Athon,  ever  at  war  with  the 
lican  and  his  privileges,  grounds  their  unfitnefs  for  peni- 
tentiary duties.  Gloffing  upon  "  erubefamt  "  in  Otho's 
conftitution,  he  fuggefts,  that,  as  the  fame  perfon  could 
not  with  decency  act  in  a  double  capacity,  in  a  peniten- 
tial and  judicial  court,  the  bean  ought  not  to  be  appointed 
a  confeffor  at  all, — "  non  debet  talis  confejfor  injîittù" 
And  yet  he  immediately  weakens  the  force  of  this 
alleged  reafon,  by  fubjoining,  in  his  glofs  upon  "  veren- 
turf  that  there  is  no  caufe  for  alarm  on  the  part  of  the 
confeffing  clergy,  "  cùm  in  foro  pœnitent'udi  confejjïonem 
audit  facerdos  vice  Dei,  nec  prodere  potejt  peccatorem 
impuni} ;"  Difclofure  of  the  fecrets  of  confejjion  was  for- 
bidden under  fevere  penalties  by  the  church  of  Rome. 

But  belides  thefe  coadjutors  of  the  toans  in  this  depart- 
ment of  their  office, — (and  being  canonically  appointed 
by  the  bifhops  in  council  to  the  confejj'orial  duties,  no 
îïan  £crf*/sa£  1 one  could  gainfay  their  right  of  interference,) — others, 
cl^' 1x^332  wno  were  mere  interlopers  and  ufurpers  of  the  power, 
feqq.  «  m.  Pa-  appeared  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries  : — thefe 

ns,  pp.419.611,  *L 

61?- 69,3j 6^4-    were  the  monks,  the  fratres  prœdicatores  and  minores — 

and  Field  of  the  'J  1 

f  55rcp  696V"  m  England,  during  the  reign  of  King  John  and 
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Henry  III.,  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  ùf  ans  rural,  and 
penitentiary  priefts  as  well,  the  entire  authority  and 
privilege  of  hearing  confejfion,  and  adjufting  penance; 
whence,  in  the  words  of  Matthew  Paris,  the  dignity  and 
condition  of  the  ordinary  clergy  "  non  mediocritèr  vïluit" 

To  fuch  a  pitch  of  arrogance  had  thefe  men  arrived, 
when  Peckham  fucceeded  to  the  archiepifcopal  chair  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  that  they  alleged 
a  grant  of  fome  general  privileges  in  their  favour  from 
the  apoftolical  fee,  whereby  they  pretended  themfelves 
to  be  conftituted  confeffors,  totally  independent  of  the 
bifhops  of  the  country  ;  and,  under  a  falfe  plea  of  fo- 
reign inveftiture,  meddled  with  the  fpiritual  function  of 
binding  and  looting,  (at  no  period  allowed  to  be  exer- 
cifed  de  jure  by  mere  monks  out  of  their  own  convents) 
to  the  lamentable  fubverfion  of  the  difcipline  of  the 
church.  For  this  unauthorifed  ufurpation  they  were 
feverely  reproved  by  Peckham,  in  his  fixth  Lambeth 
constitution,  and  again  by  Archbithop  Reynolds  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.1 

In  the  fynod  held  at  Chichefter  (A.D.  mcclxxxix.),  it 
was  ordered  that  no  one  mould  be  fent  before  the 
pœnitentiarii  on  account  of  any  crime  which  he  had 
neither  confeffed  nor  been  convicted  of; — all  enormous 
fins,  at  the  fame  time,  being  referved  to  the  bifhop's 
tribunal,  or  that  of  his  deputy  fpecially  appointed.  And 
when  difpatched  to  the  penitentiary,  the  penitent  was  to 


( 1  )  .See  Matth.  Paris,  locis  citatis  ;  Fuller's  Hi/lory  of  Abbeys,  Book  vi. 
p.  275  ;  Van  Efpen  Jur.  Ecclef.  Univ.  P.  n.  T.  vi.;  de  Sacramento  Pceni- 
teniïœ,  c.  v.  de  ordi/iario  pœnitentiœ  m  'tnifiro,  pp.  315,  feqq.  ;  and  Sharon 
Turner's  Hi/lory  of  England,  Part  iv.  c.  in.  pp.  402,  feqq.  note,  p.  413. 


CC.M.B.  etH. 
Vol.  II.  p.  54. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  il.  p.  170. 
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Provinc.  P.  II. 
p.  456. 


P.514. 


Décréta  An- 
tiqua  Synadi 
Cameracenfis, 
p.  314. 


Barthol.  Fumi 

Summa  ;  vel 
A  urea  Armilla; 
p.  38.  Aid. 
UDI.IV. 


be  the  bearer  of  letters  to  him  from  the  ïfcan  or  arch- 
deacon, gratuitoufly  beftowed  at  the  fuit  of  the  finner  ; 
who  was  alfo  to  bring  back  from  the  confejfor  a  reply, 
ftating  the  nature  of  the  penance,  and  for  what  crime,  in 
particular,  it  was  enjoined.    Can.  xn. 

The  councils  of  the  church  enumerate  the  different 
grades  of  fms,  and  violations  of  difcipline,  and  the  con- 
feffors  to  whom  the  claffified  transgrelTors  might  cano- 
nically  apply  for  abfolution1.  Thus,  for  example,  in  the 
council  of  Rheims  (A.D.  mccccviii.),  we  have  a  lift  of 
"  cafus  pœnitentiariis  per  ïrccanatus  commijji  " — "  cafus pres- 
byterorum  parochiatium" — "  cafus  nobis  et  pœnitentiariis 
nojtris  refervati,  &c." — which,  if  the  reader  be  curious 
about  fuch  abfurdities,  he  may  refer  to  in  Manfi's 
Supplement  to  Colet's  edition  of  the  Councils,  Tom.  vi. 
col.  566,  feqq.  and  fparsim  in  the  collection. 

Some  bithops  granted  to  their  focans  rural  the  privilege 
of  abfolving  in  cafes  referred  to  the  epifcopal  chair,  as  the 
bifhop  of  Seez  {A.D.  mdclxxxv.) — "Nous  donnions  à  nos 
îioijcns  ruraux,"  fays  Bifhop  Savary,  "  le  pouvoir  d'abfoudre 
des  cas  à  nous  refervez:"  and  the  like  power  of  abfolution 
was  conferred  on  brans  rural  in  the  diocefe  of  Lifieux. 

Whenever  the  fcreans  gave  letters  of  abfolution,  they 
were  ordered  by  the  fynod  of  Cambray  {A.D.  mdl.),  to 
ftate  the  nature  of  the  fentence  from  which  they  abfolved 


(2)  &rcï)tpre$bj}ter  cttutatcnste  lick  omnes  de  epifcopalu  pojjit  abfol- 
vere, non  tamen  a  refervatis  fine  fpeciali  licenlid  epifcopi,  feeundum  Jo. 
an.  in.  c.  fi  epifcopus,  de  pœ.  et  sc.  1.  vi.  non  autem  fie  arcl)tprcsbgter 
rurally  pofejl  abfolvere  omnes  de  epifi  opatu,  quia  Jblum  prœejt  plcbt  ; 
et  quantum  ad  majora  nihil  debet  facere  fine  relatione  ad  epifcopum, 
in.  d.  c.  fi.  Potejt  lamen  onnies  pertinentes  ad  ecclefias,  exiflentes  fub 
fuo  plcbanatu  abfolvere,  quod  patet  per.  d.  c.  fi. 
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and  at  whofe  inftance  it  had  been  inflicted  : — otherwife 
the  presbyters  were  not  to  execute  the  Uterœ  abfolutoriœ 
of  the  beans.  The  fum  of  money  received  by  the  latter, 
on  thefe  occafions,  was  alfo  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
letters  of  abfolution. 

No  longer  perfonally  concerned  as  public  confejjors,  j  c<mft.jt  Décret. 
ïicans  rural,  in  the  province  of  the  archbifhop  of  Salz-  burg,  p. 245. 
burg,  are  commanded  by  the  forty-fifth  conftitution  of 
the  fynod  of  mdlxix.,  cap.xi.,  to  prefent  all  perfons,  who 
had  been  obftinately  difobedient  to  this  important  branch 
of  the  ehurch's  difcipline,  to  their  diocefan  bifhop — 
"  Ita  tameii  quod  antequam  denuncientur,  prias  per  pajlores 
Jiws  de  faciendâ  Chrijîianâ  confejjione  paterne  admonean- 
tur  :  Qui,  fi  protervè  in  impietate  fuâ  perrexerint,  tunc 
demhn  ad  Juperiores  deferantur,  ut  coram  ipforum  inobe- 
dieutium  J'uperioribus  pro  obediential  débita  prœjîatione 
follicitari,  vel  ex  officio  pajtorali,  canonico  modo  contra 
tales  procédât,  valeat." 

The  fynod  of  Ypres  (A.D.  mdcxxix.),  interpreting  the  suit,  s^nod. 
earlier  ftatutes  of  that  fee  on  the  duties  of  îïeartg  rural,  cap.xx. 
decrees  "îBccanos  ©f)risttanttatts^o/7<?  excipere  confejiones 
fubditorum  fui  dijl  rictus,  ad  fe  ex  caufa  recurrentium,  etiam 
tempore  pafclmli  :  " — and  the  fynod  of  the  year  following,  cap.  v.  P.  329. 
remarking  on  the  incommodioufnefs  and  indecency  of 
having  the  confejjional  in  an  angle  of  the  church,  clofe 
to  the  altar  (whereby  communicants  at  the  latter  were 
often  obftructed,  and  penitents  themfelves  impeded  in 
the  ceremony  of  confeffiori),  impofes  on  the  beans  at 
vifitation  the  duty  of  feeing  that  the  fedes  confeflionalis 
be  removed  to  a  more  honourable,  decent,  and  confpi- 
cuous  fituation. 

VOL.  I.  A  A 
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Gibfon's  Codex 
I.  E.  A.  Tit. 

XLVIII.  C.  II. 
p.  1099. 


Difi.  xxxvii. 
c  xii.  p.  51. 


Spelman,  CC. 
Vol.  I.  p.  595. 


SECTION  VI. 


Supervision  of  Schools. 


HE  authority  of  bifhops  over  fchools  and 
fchoohnajlers  appears  clearly,  Bifhop  Gibfon 
fays,  from  the  original  inftitution  of  femi- 
naries  of  education,  and  from  the  ancient  as 
well  as  modern  laws  of  the  church  concerning  them. 
The  canon  law  is  plain  and  exprefs  upon  the  point.  On 
the  continent  of  Europe,  from  the  time  of  Pope  Eugene's 
Refcript  (A.D.  ccccxxvi.),  fchools  are  diftinctly  fpoken  of 
"  in  univerjis  epifcopiis,fubjectifque  plebibns,  &c."  as  under 
the  direction  of  the  fpiritual  power;  and  in  our  own 
country,  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
they  are  as  pointedly  noticed  "per  villas  et  vicos  &c." 
as  fubject  to  epifcopal  regiment. 

Thefe  decrees  and  orders  of  councils,  however,  on 
the  abftract  right  of  bifhops  to  interfere  in  fcholajiic 
matters,  admitted  ;  it  muft  be,  at  the  fame  time,  acknow- 


ledged, 


that  the  higheft  functionaries  of  the  church 


could  not  perfonally  fuperintend  and  regulate  every 
place  of  public  education  within  their  fpiritual  jurifdic- 
tions,  and  efpecially  in  remote  rural  diftricts.  How 
then  was  this  difficulty  got  over  ?  How  did  the  bifhops 
perform  thofe  vifitatorial  duties  over  fchools  and  fchool- 
majîers, for  which  they  were  equally  refponfible,  in  fuch 
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places?  In  Belgium,  and  apparently  elfewhere,  by 

delegation.  They  not  only  delegated  the  continual 
governance,  but  alfo  the  actual  erection  of  feminaries  of 
instruction  to  their  rural  deputies. 

It  is  a  canon  of  the  fynod  of  Malines,  "  Ut  curent 
epifcopi,  ut  quamprimiim  in  oppidis  et  pagis  fuarum  diœ- 
cejîum  parochiales  fcJiolœ,  Ji  coïïapfœ  fint,  rejiituantur 
confervatœ,  colantur  et  augeantur  &c." — indicating  that 
the  church  was  defirous  of  advancing  the  machinery  of 
parochial  education  by  the  influence  of  the  hierarchy. 
But  under  the  circumftances  of  the  diocefan  being  unable 
perfonally  to  comply  with  the  fynodal  decree,  the  actual 
fuperintendence  of  the  feminaries  of  the  country  there 
devolved  on  his  rural  deputy,  the  arcïjjpresbgter  or  fcean  of 
©Ijristtarutrj.  Whence  a  fécond  fynod  of  Malines,  after 
regretting  the  want  of  edifices  for  carrying  forward 
parochial  education  upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  fuggefts  that 
they  be  immediately  erected,  wherever  required,  and 
that  the  titans  rural  enter  into  négociation  with  the  local 
magiftracy  for  erecting  them,  and  railing  the  neceffary 
ftipends  for  the  matters  : — "  Agant  arcljtprcsbrjtcri,"  fays 
the  canon,  "  cum  magijîratïbus  et  prœfectis  locorum,  ut  eœ  I 
mox  erigantur,  fimùlque  rationem  ineant,  ipjis  ludimagîj'tris 
de  annuls  jiipendiis  providendi." 

The  Belgian  arcrjpricsts,  generally,  examined  the 
matters  and  miftrefles  of  the  fchools  as  to  the  foundnefs 
of  their  religious  creed,  before  they  admitted  them  to 
their  refpective  charges  ;  and  the  profeflion  of  the 
parties,  then  delivered  and  attefted,  was  kept  in  the 
hands  of  the  examiners  ;  in  compliance  with  the  com- 
mand of  Philip  II.,  as  exprefled  in  a  particular  edict  to 
the  fynod  of  Cambray.    But,  on  another  occafion,  a  civil 

A  A  2 


Synod.  Mechlin. 
P.I.  cap. II. 
apud  Van  Efpen 
,   /.  E.  U.  P.  ii. 
Jl  \  T.xi.c.v.p.381. 


Synod.  Mechlin. 
P.  ii.  Tit  xx. 
cap.  i. 
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Jiu/coduc.  Tit. 
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de  Scholis. 


3.30 


personal  ^functions. 


[Part  IV. 


Statut.  Synod. 
Dicec.  Antverp. 
p.  246. 


Décret.  Synod. 
Diwcef.A  ntverp. 
Tit.  xix.  cap.  ii. 
p.  355. 


Stat.  Synodi 
Yprenf.  cap.  II. 
•Je  Scholis  &c. 
p.  341. 


Si/nod.  Mechlin. 
P.  n.  Tit.  xx. 
c.  IV. 

Synod.Camerac. 
P.  n.  Tit.  ii.  c.  n. 


Ccmjl.  et  Décret. 
Synod.  Sal'tf- 
burg.  p.  3U1. 


officer  was  added  to  the  arcrjprtcst  for  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  and  the  licence  of  both  required. 

The  fynod  of  Antwerp  (A.D.  mdlxxvi.),  under  Son- 
nius,  decrees,  "Nullum  recipi  in  Judimagiftrum  fine  ex- 
prefjb  confeufu  becant  ruralts,  qui  Juper  iUo  admittendo 
mature  cum  parocho  deUberabit  " — (de  Scholis  Parochia- 
libus).  That,  again,  under  Miraeus  (A.I),  mdcx.),  enacts 
—  "  Ludimagifter  conjiituatur  à  pafore,  magiftratu  et 
primariis  parochia  incolis  (qui  curabunt  de  neceffario 
Jtipendio  ci  provideri)  cum  confenfu  fcccant  ruralts,  in  cujus 
ma nibti s  faciet profe[Jionemfidei,jurabitque  fe  non  docturum 
aut  perm  ' furum  ab  hypodidafcah  vel  difcipidis  in  fcholâ  j'nâ 
haberi  libros  hœretïcos,  aut  de  hœrefi fufpectos,  aut  quâcunque 
rations  in  honejiatem  peccantes,  alià/be  prohibitos,  &c."  And 
that  of  Ypres  under  Georgius  (A.l).  mdcxxx.)  makes 
profeffion  of  faith  before  the  ïïcan  rural,  and  registration 
of  admiffion  by  the  fame  functionary,  indifpenfable  to  a 
legal  inftitution. 

The  v/ftation  of  parochial  fchools  has  been  elfewhere 
noticed  as  entrufted  to  beans  rural  : — the  fynods  of 
Malines  (A.D.  mdcvii.)  and  Cambray  enforce  it  every 
fix  months — "  Scholœ  fcholaflcis  capitidorum  fubjectœ,  ab 
iifdem  fcholafticis,  cœterœ  omnes  ab  artfjtpusbrjtcrts,  vel  aliis 
ab  ordinario  deputatis,  fingulis  faltem  femejiribus  ferib 
viftentur." 

The  fynod  of  Salzburg  (A.D.  mdlxix.)  places  the  re- 
gulation of  fcholajtic  ftudies  in  the  feminaries  of  the 
country  entirely  under  the  visitatorial  Superintendence  of 
brans  rural — (Conft.  lix.  cap.  vi.  de  autJwrïbus  jiiventuti 
prœlegendis). 

The  fcope  and  aim  of  this  branch  of  the  iiecanal  office 
was,  in  the  words  of  Van  Efpen, — "  Ut  fciatur  an  juvenilis 
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ritè  iujiituatur,  quis  fît  puerorum  in  litterariâ  f'cientiâ  et  vanEfpemk 
jcriptionis  pentia prqfectus ;  an  magijlri  magijlrœve  injiru-  rum,LE.u. 
endœ,  erudiendœque  juventuti  fedulb  fe  impendant;  modum  c.v.  P.  382. 
eonvenientem,  prudenûamque  in  regendâ  juventute  teneant; 
quos  libros  pueris  prœlegant,  aut  legendos  tradant,  aut  légère 
permittant ;  an  nulli  prœlegantur,  qui  turpe  aut  obfcœnum 
quid  eontineant,  aut  bonis  morïbus,  vel  fidei  catholieœ  ad- 
verfum;  curentque  ut  libri  legantur,  qui  pueris  pietatem  et 
morum  honeftatem  iujlillent." 

My  refearches  have  detected  no  inftance,  in  the 
Councils  of  Great  Britain,  of  ïïcans  rural  being  delegated 
to  vijît,  or  otherwife  interfere  with,  fehools  and  fchool- 
majiers,  fave  in  the  abortive  fuggeftions  reflecting  the 
eftablilhment  of  thefe  officers  in  the  reign  of  Queen  cc.M.B.etH. 

A  -I  .         .  1       -I      1  1  7-T  TT        /•       Vol.IV.  p.  641. 

Anne  ; — where  it  is  recommended  by  the  Upper  Houje 
of  Convocation,  that  rural  ïïcans  Ihould  be  authorised 
"  particularly  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  fehools, 
hofpitals,  parochial  libraries,  and  the  feveral  gifts  and 
legacies  bequeathed  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes." 

The  following  canon,  "De  v'fitatione  fcholœ^  of  the 
Reformatio  Legum  Ecclejîajï  icarum,  does  not  feem  to  ap- 
pertain to  our  rural  functionaries: — "Bis  unoquoque  anno  De  Vifitatione 

1  ...      Scholte,  o.  m. 

loci  ortrinartus  puerorum  progrefjus  in  ftudiis  explorabit,  \r.ll.e.v.uo. 
atque  tunc  ingénia  qua  videbuntur  ad  litems  ninùs  inepta, 
excludet,  libros  paràm  idoneos  doceri  non  Jînet,fed  utiliores 
prœferibet;  prœceptorem  verb  ignaviœ  aut  nimiœ  cejjationis 
fufpeetum  coram  îjecano,  vel,  eo  abfente,  bîcc=ïiccano,  et  duobus 
prœbendariis  arguet.  Quod  fi  bis  frujlrà  fecerit,  tertio  de- 
linquentem  loco  movebit^  The  whole  chapter,  I  believe, 
has  reference  to  fehools  in  cathedral  cities  only — not  to 
rural  parochial  scljools.  The  latter,  however,  have  been, 
in  modern  days,  fnbjected,  by  many  Englilh  and  Irilh 
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diocefans,  to  the  vijîtation  and  furveïïlance  of  beans  rurnl  : 
fee  Documents  in  the  glpptntm. 

Dr.  White  Kennett,  in  his  judicious  letter  to  the 
bifhop  of  Lincoln  (dated  Ambrofden,  Nov.  7,  mdcxcix.), 
ftrongly  urges  him,  in  the  propofed  renovation  of  the 
rurt-rjctanal  office  within  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  "to 
licenfe  no  curate  or  Jcholemqjhr1  within  his  diocefe 
without  a  certificate  from  the  rural  ïïEan,  of  the  perfon, 
the  place,  the  falary,  the  duties,  &c."  And,  in  the 
diocefe  of  Salisbury,  about  the  year  mdclxx.,  Bifhop 
Seth  Ward  bids  the  rural  rjenns  (whom  he  had  recently 
appointed  throughout  the  counties  of  Wilts  and  Berks, 
— vide  ©fftctum  Bcranorum  iHuraltum  in  the  gtypcnbtx, 
Sarum  Documents) — "  to  obferve  whether  fchoolmajters 
performed  their  duty  of  teaching  and  catechizing  J'cho- 
lars,  and  bringing  them  to  church  on  Sundays  and 
holydays."  See  the  duties  of  rural  chapters  in  connexion 
with  parochial  education  in  the  province  of  Rouen — 
Part  v.  Sect.  n.  Chap.  xi. 

Falle's  Jerfey, 
p.  166. 

(')  In  the  canons  and  conjlitutions  of  Jerfey,  enacted  by  James  I.,  it 
is  commanded — c.xh.ofSchool-maJlers — that  there  fliall  be  a  fchool-mafter 
in  every  pariih,  chofen  by  the  minifter,  churchwardens,  and  principal 
perfons  thereof,  and  afterwards  prefented  to  the  Scan  to  be  licenfed 
thereunto  &c." 
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SECTION  VII. 

Supervision  ok  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Foundations. 


Extra,  L.  in. 
T.  xxxvi.  c.  in. 


xi.vih.  cm. 
p.  1106. 


CCORDING  to  the  ancient  rule  of  the  canon 
law,  "  de  œenodochiis,  et  aliis  Jimilibus  locis, 
per  follicitudinem  epifcoporum,  in  quorum  diœ- 
cejî  exiftunt,  ad  eafdem  utilitates,  quibus  con- 
Jtituti J'unt,  ordinentur" — it  would  appear  that  hqfpitals 
were  under  the  infpection  of  the  bifhop  de  jure  communi. 
Could  he  delegate  the  vifitation  of  them  to  his  country 
reprefentative — the  îrcan  rural  ?    There  is  evidence  that  G»w«n'«  code* 

1  .  .  .     .  I.E.  A.  Tit. 

he  could,  and  did,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the 
continent — as  far,  at  leaft,  as  the  epifcopal  right  of  inter- 
ference went  ;  which  was  fubject  to  fome  limitation. 
But  to  the  full  extent  of  his  own  power  the  bifhop  could 
commifïion  his  toan  rural,  as  his  vicarious  vifitor. 

In  England,  on  the  authority  of  Lord  Coke,  a  diftinc- 
tion  obtains  between  Spiritual  and  Jay  hqfpitals;  in  the 
former  of  which,  the  bifhop  vifits  ;  in  the  latter,  the 
patron.  And  in  Belgium,  according  to  Van  Efpen,  y^^" 
there  are  hqfpitals  and  other  charitable  endowments  fimi-  t.  xxxvh.  c.  a. 
larly  fituated  ;  the  adminift ration  and  regiment  of  which 
are  exclufively  laical,  and  the  foundations  themfelves 
laical.  From  thefe  the  foean  rural — bccanus  forancus  vel 
©Ôusttanttatts — is,  by  name,  excluded.  He  is  allowed  no 
concern  with  their  eleemofynary  economy  ; — the  bifhop 
himfelf  being  put  afide,  except  where  malverfation  and 


!  p.  704. 
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CC.  If.  B.  et  H. 
VoL  iv.  p.  "1. 


negligence  are  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  laical  govern- 
ment ; — on  which  occafions  he  is  allowed,  by  the  fynod 
of  Liege,  to  interfere.  May  we  not,  then,  infer  from 
this  ftatement,  that  to  fpiritual  hofpitaJs  the  bean  rural 
was  admitted  in  the  capacity  of  a  delegate  vifitor  ?  See 
Beckman's  Hiftory  of Inventions,  Vol.  iv.  p.  475. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  mere  inferences.  The  evidence 
is  exprefs  and  pofitive  to  the  point  of  beans  rural  being 
fupervifors  of  hofpitaJs  and  other  life  foundations.  The 
provincial  Scotch  council,  held  at  Edinburgh  (A.D. 
MDLT.),  expreflly  orders,  in  its  ninth  canon,  De  vi/itatione 
hq^pUaUum,  "  Ut  forrani  in  fuis  vijïtatinnibus  de  jiatu  o?n- 
rûum  hqfpitalium  référant,  et  debito  tempore  offtciaUbus,  feu 
commi'/ariis  generalibus  ad  effectum,  ut  ipji  defectiis  kujuf- 
modi  corrigant,  et  opportuna  remédia  defupèr  profpiciant^ 
And  the  earlier  council  of  the  year  mdxlix,  probably, 


An  teà  p.  56. 
can.  xi-  de  Fun- 
dat.  Hqfpita- 
lium, t*.c. 


Décréta  Cone. 
Prov.  Camerac. 
Tit.  xix.  c.  xin. 
p.  78. 


See  alfo  Décréta 
et  Stat.  Synod. 
Mechlin  p.  155. 
J.D.  mix; vu. 


Décréta  St/nodi 
Tornacen/is, 
p.  29.  xviil. 


includes  fcrans  rural  in  the  like  duties  under  the  generic 
title  of  orînnariï. 

Amongft  the  vifitatorial  duties  of  ïirans  rural  of  the 
diocefe  of  Cambray,  we  find  in  the  provincial  council 
(AD.  mdlxxxvi.),  under  the  nineteenth  title,  the  fol- 
lowing canon  : — "  Bftant  ecclefias  parochiales  et  capellas 
ttc  ho/jntaUa,  aliaque  pia  Joca  eorundem  djirictuum  quo- 
tamiis  ut  minimum  femèl  vifïtent,  et  de  eorum  Jtatu,  ac 
quàm  rectè  divinum  qfficium  in  eis  peraijatur ;  utrumne  mijjis, 
et  aliis  piis  fundatiouibus  et  oneribus  fatisfiat,  et  de  cœteris 
hùc  pertinentibus  accurate  inquirant" — c.  xiv.  i(ExcejJiis 
verb  et  defectus  (jî  quos  reperennt)  quibus  ip/I  mederi  ne- 
queant,  epifcopns  locorumve  ordinariis,  feu  eorum  vicariis, 
quamprimùm  Jîgnificent."  The  fame  charge  is  given  bv 
the  biûiop  of  Tournay  (A.D.  mdlxxiv.)  to  the  ùrans  rural 
of  that  diocefe  —  to  fee  that  divine  worlhip  be  duly 
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fupported  "  in  œenodochiis,  hq/pitalibus,  alUfque  piis  locis" 
and  that  the  revenues  be  adminiftered  according  to  the 
pious  and  charitable  intention  of  the  founders,  and  to 
the  praife  and  glory  of  God. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Ghent,  the  arrijprcsbrjters  rural  have 
the  like  office  to  perform.    The  ftatutes  of  the  year 

mdcl.  enact — Cap.  xx.  Tit.  xx.  "^rcfttprcsbytcrt  

non  tantùm  fabricarum  et  men/arum  pauperum,  fed  etiam 
hofpitalium,  domorum  orphanorum,  et  quorumcunque  piorum 
locorum  computus  fempèr  audiant,  ubi  de  jure  et  confuetudine 
id  liactenm  fecerunt;  et  examinatis  prœcedentibus  compu- 
tibus  videant  num  eorum  conclujiones  débite  purgatœ,  feu 
reliqua  eorum  plenè  foluta  Jint,  atque  omnia  débité  admini- 
ftrentur,  atque  ut  computus  femper  in  bona  et  convenienti 
forma  defer ibantur  et  audiantur,  dïligentèr  adrigilentr 

"Solent  arcfttpresbytcri,"  fays  Van  Efpen,  "loco  epifcopi 
intervenire  computibus  non  tantùm  fabricœ,  aut  menfœ 
S.  Spiritus  in  parochiis  fui  diji rictus,  fed  etiam  hojpitalium, 
begginagiorum,  et  monajïeriorum  ordinario  fubjectorum." 
See  Stat.  Synod.  Diœcef.  Yprenf.  Tit.  xx.  cap.  xxiv.  (A.D. 
mdcix.),  p.  274.  and  Décréta  et  Statuta  Synodi  Mechlin. 
{A.D.  mdcvii.),  Tit.  xxii.  cap.  x. 

In  the  Injlructions  or  Articles  of  Enquiry  for  ïïeans 
rural  of  modem  days,  cluiritable  foundations  are  generally 
omitted.  But  there  are  exceptions.  Bifhop  Seth  Ward's 
"Officium  Decanorum  îfturaltum  ad  quod  juramento  aftrin- 
gendi  funt"  annexes  hofpitals  to  the  items  of  inquiry 
within  the  diocefe  of  Sarum;  as  if  the  good  prelate 
thought  fuch  eftablifhments  fit  objects  of  îiecanal  vifita- 
tion.  Hofpitals  and  cluiritable  foundations  are  alfo  noticed 
in  the  Convocational  Proceedings  under  Queen  Anne  re- 
lative to  Ùcans  rural  (fee  the  laft  fection);  and  cluiritable 


Décréta  et  Or- 
dinata  Diœcefis 
Gandavenfis, 
p.  9«. 


J ur.  Ecclef.U n  iv. 
Part  I.  Tit.  vi. 
cap.  v.  p.  31. 


3t0tittrtc  Sct()t 
Spiêcopi  6ii= 
rum,  toi.  339. 
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11.  D.  «  Vol.  ii. 
append,  Win- 
chefter  Docu- 
ments. 


Worcefter 
Documents. 


Gloucefter  and 
Briitol  Docu- 
ments. 

Chelter  Docu- 
ments. 

Ely  Documents. 


endowments  are  noted  in  the  commiffion  of  the  fcean 
rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter  by  Bifhop  Sumner  ; 
in  the  articles  of  inquiry  for  the  ÎJtan  rural  of  the  diocefe 
of  Worcefter  by  Bifhop  Pepys  ;  and,  together  with  na- 
tional and  other  fchools,  and  parochial  libraries,  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  fame  functtonarg  in  the  diocefe  of 
Gloucefter  and  Briftol  by  Bifhop  Monk,  of  Chefter  by 
Bifhop  Bird  Sumner,  and  of  Ely  by  Bifhop  Allen. 
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SECTION  VIII. 


Ordination,  Institution,  and  Induction. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Ordination. 


HE  connexion  of  tteaus  rural  with  the  branches 
of  perfonal  fervice  which  Hand  at  the  head 
of  the  prefent  fection,  has  long  fmce  ceafed 
in  Great  Britain  ; — I  mean  the  ferious  and 
folemn  duties,  with  which  they  were  entrufted,  as  local 
oroinartts  of  the  bilhop,  of  examining  into  and  teftifying 
the  fitnefs  of  candidates  for  holy  orders  within  their 
feveral  jurisdictions — of  prefenting  fuch  as  were  approved 
at  the  altar,  for  the  epifcopal  act  of  ordination — and, 
fubfequently,  either  perfonally  instituting  them,  as  in 
fome  few  places  of  the  continent  it  feems  to  have  been 
their  privilege,  ex  confuetudine,  to  do  ;  or,  which  was 
more  ufual,  of  introducing  them  to  the  bifhop  for  that 
purpofe — and,  laftly,  putting  them  into  the  corporal  pof- 
fejjion  of  their  benefices. 

"  That  none  might  enter  the  church  by  ordination  " 
fays  the  author  of  A  Humble  Propofal  for  Parochial  Re- 
formation, "but  fuch  whofe  habitual  inclinations  led  to 
a  religious  life,  the  church  placed  much  confidence  in 
the  office  of  the  rural  beau  ; — who  was  to  publifh  the 
name  of  any  one  that  was  to  be  ordained  of  his  Ùcanrrj, 


A  Humble  Pro- 
pofal &c.  by 
I.  M.  c.  xili. 
p.  71. 
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De  Reformat. 
Seff.  vu.  c.  XIII. 


Difcnurfe  of 
Patronage, 
chap,  vn"  p.  41. 


in  the  parifh  where  he  was  born,  or  had  molt  lived  and 
converfed,  and  that  for  three  Sundays  before  his  ordi- 
nation, to  learn  the  efteem1  people  had  of  him,  which 
the  tican  was  to  certify  the  bilhop  of." 

Many,  however,  and  curious  as  are  the  items  of 
tfccanal  duty,  which  this  namelefs  "Presbyter  of  the  Church 
of  England"  (as  he  calls  himfelf  on  his  title-page)  has 
thrown  together  in  his  Humble  Propofal  to  rejtore  Rural 
Deans  and  Chapters  according  to  the  ancient  way  of  the 
Church,  he  is  not  always  to  be  relied  on  for  his  facts  and 
references.  In  proof  of  which,  he  has  here  allotted  to 
the  Ircan  what  the  church  impofed  upon  the  parochus; 
who  was  no  bean  at  all,  according  to  modern  accepta- 
tion, but  a  mere  parochial  incumbent.  Again,  he  fays, 
the  council  of  Trent  could  find  no  furer  way  for  profe- 
cuting  inquiries  into  the  characters  of  candidates  for  holy 
orders,  than  by  the  instrumentality  of  rural  beans  ;  but 


(')  Zach.  Cavvdrey  (rector  of  Barthomly  in  Chefliire,  A.D.  mdclxxv.), 
in  his  Difcottrfe  of  Patronage,  fuggefts  that  "  every  patron  may  by  law 
be  obliged,  within  one  month  after  the  vacancy  of  a  benefice,  to  nomi- 
nate three  probationers  for  the  living,  to  the  rural  tican,  and  the  other 
minifters  of  that  tieanrg,  wherein  the  vacant  living  is  ;  and  that  thofe 
clergymen  of  the  Ûcanrg  be  obliged,  diligently  and  faithfully  to  inquire 
into  the  abilities  and  due  qualifications  of  the  perfons  nominated  ;  and  if 
no  juft  exception  can  be  made  and  proved  againft  them,  that  then  the 
clergy  of  the  ïleanrg  fliould,  within  one  month  more,  commend  them  to 
the  parilbioners,  that  they  alfo  may  inquire  into  the  mérites  of  the  candi- 
dates :  and,  after  one  month  more  referved  to  the  people  for  fuch  inquiry, 
that  they  fliould  reprefent  back  to  the  patron,  by  their  humble  petition 
and  teftimonials,  two  of  the  perfons  named  to  them,  declaring  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  fit  down  under  the  miniftry  of  either  of  them  ;  leaving  it  to  the 
patron  to  prefent  to  the  bifliop  of  the  diocelfe  which  of  thofe  two  he 
pleafeth." 
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the  latter  are  not  mentioned  in  the  SeJJion  referred  to, 
otherwife  than  as  ordinarii,  under  which  title  they  may 
be  included  of  courfe  ;  but  it  feems  fcarce  allowable  to 
Tingle  them  out  as  diflinctly  referred  to. 

Whether  there  alluded  to  or  not,  however,  they  cer- 
tainly had  much  to  do  with  the  preliminaries  of  ordina- 
tion, in  their  arcfjtprcsbntcral  character,  at  a  very  early 
date;  and  fo  had  their  prototypes,  the  bt'IIan  ïrisïjops  of 
the  fourth  century,  of  whom  fo  much  has  been  faid  in 
Part  ii.  S.  i.  The  attention  paid  to  the  qualifications  of 
perfons  about  to  be  ordained  to  the  priefthood,  in  the 
letter  of  Saint  Bafil,  addreffed  to  the  cfiorcptscopt  of  his 
large  diocefe  (who  had  departed  from  the  exact  difcipline 
of  their  fathers  in  this  refpect),  the  reader  will  fee  in 
my  notes  to  Dr.  Priaulx's  ®ract  ;  and  in  the  verfion  of 
the  original  Greek  in  that  excellent  periodical,  the  Britijh 
Magazine,  N°.  xxvi.  (February  mdcccxxxiv.),  p.  158.  At 
that  time,  it  feems,  the  bt'Uan  btsïjops  performed  the 
duties  of  examination  into  the  characters  of  candidates 
for  orders — receiving  the  teftimonies  of  the  neighbouring 
clergy — irpecrfiuTepot  ko.)  diaxovot  oi  avvoiKovvTeç  aÙTciïç — to 
the  point  of  their  general  fitnefs.  And,  it  is  probable, 
when  the  btllan  arcftprcsbntcrs  fucceeded  the  cïjoreptscopî 
in  their  other  minifterial  duties,  they  were  alfo  capa- 
citated by  the  diocefan  to  fulfil  the  fame  fcrutiny  of 
morals  and  acquirements  of  candidates. 

On  the  authority  of  the  council  of  Nantes  (A.D. 
dcccxc.)  can.  xi.,  it  was  the  office  of  the  arcfjprtests  to 
accompany  the  candidates  in  queftion  to  the  epifcopal 
city,  in  order  to  prefent  them  to  the  bifhop  for  ordination: 
— "  Quandô  ep'fcopus  ordinationes  facere  di/Jmnit,  omnes  qui 
ad  Jacrum  minijlerium  accedere  volunt,  feriâ  quartâ  ante 


Bafil.  Opera. 
Tom.  m.  Epift. 
clxxxi.  p.  193. 


Salisbury 
Documents. 

!  See  N.  Alexan- 
j  dri  de  Chorepi- 
JcopisDiJJertatio, 
p.  180. 

Dijfert.  Eccl. 
Triaf. 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
XI.  col.  CGO. 
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Décret,  i.  Pars,   ipfam  ordinationem  evocandi  fuitt  ad  civitatem,  una  cum 

Dillinct.XJiiv.    \  1J  J 

p-34.  arcfjt'rucsbtucrts,  qui  eos  reprefentare  debent.    Et  tunc  epi- 

ti.  p.  35.  '  '  fcopus  è  latere  f uo  eligere  debet  facer  dotes  et  alios  prudentes 
vivos  gnaros  divinœ  legis,  et  exercitatos  in  ecclejiajticis  fanc- 
tionibus,  qui  ordinandorum  vitam,  genus,  patriam,  œtatem, 
injiitutionem,  locum  ubl  educati  funt,  fi  Jint  bene  literati,  Ji 
injtructi  in  lege  Domini,  diligentèr  invejtigent;  ante  omnia, 
Ji  fidem  catholicam  fir  m  iter  teneant,  et  verbis  Jimplicibus 
ajjerere  queant.    Ipjt  autem,  quibus  hoc  committitur,  cavere 
debent,  ne  aut  favoris  gratia,  aut  cujufcunque  muneris  cupi- 
ditate  illecti,  à  vero  devient,  ut  indignum,  et  minus  idoneum 
ad  facros  gradus  fufc/piendos,  epifcopi  manibus  applicent. 
Quod  Ji fecerint,  et  ille,  qui  indigne  accejjit,  ab  altari  remo- 
vebitur  ;  et  illi  qui  donum  Sancti  Spiritus  vendere  conati 
funt,  coram  Deo  jam  condemnati  ecclejiajtica  dignitate  care- 
bunt.  Igitàr per  très  continuos  dies  diligentèr  examinentur  ;  et 
fie  Sabbato,  qui  ])robati  inventi  funt,  epifcopo  reprefententur." 
The  reafon  why  îicans  rural  were  appointed  to  this 
ThomaiDn.  v. et  honourable  truft,  Thomaffin  iuftlv  alleges  to  be,  their 

•V. E.  D.  Tom.  L    .     .  .  J.      "         .  7 

intimate  acquaintance  with  the  parties  concerned  : — 
"  Quod  arcïnprcstmtcr   regiunculœ  fuœ   làicos  clericofque 
Jingulos  de  proximo  nofeat,  morefque  eorum  habeat  explo- 
ratiores,  compertiora  quoque  Jtudia  litterarum."  Where- 
synod.  Confiant,  fore 1  the  province  of  Rouen  continues  them  in  this 

CC.  Rvtomag.       .  r  _  _ 

Prtw.  p.  h.       important   charge: — a  Inquœjtas  de  ordinandis  clertas 

p.  565. 


P.i.  L.  n.  c  VI. 
p.  227.  il. 


CC.  Rutomag. 
Prvvinc.  P.  H. 
p.  128.  can.  VU. 


(!)  ( A.D.  mdcxxxi.)  "  Ut  ordinum  eandidati  ad  examen  cantûs  peri- 
tiores  accédant,"  the  Rouen  councils  alfo  decree,  " prœcipitur  fmgulis 
OccantS,  ut  intra  terminas  fui  ùccanatùs  unam  feu  duas  iifdem  candi- 
datis  fcholas  ajfîgnent  :  in  quibus  ab  aliquo  perito  facerdote  in  cantu 
piano  et  qfficiis  ecclefiqfticis  rite  obeundU,  injîituantur  :  alioquin  feiant 
Je  ab  examine  rejiciendos." 

(A.D- 
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faciant  dïligentèr  becant,  "  fays  the  fynod  of  Confiance 
(A.D.  mccclxxv.),  "non  per  eos  qnos  adducunt  ordinandi, 
fed  per  eos  quos  crediderint  melius  /cire  veritatem,  tàm 
de  valore  patrimoniorum,  quàm  de  vitâ  et  converfatione 
ipforum.  Non  concordent  tejies,  fed  Jingulorum  tejlium 
depojïtiones  fcribant. 

In  the  collection  of  Statutes  of  the  diocefe  of  Avranches  CC.  Rolomag. 
(A.D.  mdl.),  the  thirty-ninth  inftitute  relates  to  the  duties  Synodi  Alirin- 
of  beans  rural  ; — of  which,  one  bears  on  the  preliminaries 
of  ordination — the  life,  converfation,  quality,  age,  and 
general  fitnefs  of  candidates  for  orders,  and  the  value  of 
the  patrimony,  or  title,  they  will  be  feverally  poffeffed 
of  as  ordained  clerks.  The  beans  are  charged  — "Pro 
ordinandis  clericis  inquaflas  et  informationes  per  fide 
dignos  tejies  faciant  de  ordinandorum  vita,  converfatione, 
qualitate,  œtate,  et  habilitate,  necnbn  patrimonii  aut  tituli 
valore,  tejiiumque  depojïtiones  fidelitèr  fcribant,  et  ad  nos 
aut  officiarios  nojlros  afferant,  aut  per  fidelem  nuncium 
tranfmittant.  Similiter  cum  ad  eos  mandatum  ad  banna 
pro  vacante  beneficio  mittitur,  quis  fît  patronus,  qualifque 
fit  prœfentatus,  inquirant :  et  quicquid  invenerint2,  veriffimè 
refcribant."  And,  again,  in  the  fortieth  ûatute,  there  is  jp.291. 
a  canon  "pro  recipiendis  ordinibits,"  in  which  the  Ùeans 
are  much  concerned  "Ne  in  ipfo  Jîatlm  limine 


(A.D.  mdcxl.)  "  Ut  foetanorum  Jîudio  per  opportuniora  civitatis  et 
diœcefis  loea  fcholœ  cantus  et  cœremoniarum  ecclefiafticarum  injtibu- 
antur,  ad  quas  clerici  certis  diebus  è  viciniâ  difcendi  causa  conveniant." 

(2)  So  the  bifhop  of  Peterborough  recommends  the  bifliop  of  Lincoln 
(in  his  fuggeftions  for  a  new  regulation  of  the  economy  of  the  rurt- 
Decanal  office  within  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln)  "  to  injlitute  no  clerk 
without  a  certificate  from  the  Dean,  of  the  vacancie,  the  true  patron,  the 
reputation  of  the  prefentee,  &c." 


CC.  Rolomag. 
Prov.  P.H.p.131. 
can.  v. 


Wîê.  Stbbcnba, 

Paroch.  Antiq. 
Vol.  II.  p.  359. 
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offendatur,  providendum  de  litterâ  tejiimoniali  ordinandi, 
tàm fuper  titulo  fujficienti,  quàm Juper  vitâ  et  converfatione 
ejus  qui Jacris  iuitiari  dejiderat.  Ea  cura  îjccants  incumhit 
Jingidis  in  Juo  breanatn,  ut  JcUicèt  quandb  ad  eos  Jcribitur 
Juper  informations  faciendâ  de  promovendis  ad  ordines,  ddi- 
gentiam  vehementem  adhïbeaut  fuper  converfatione  Jionejiâ 
promovendorum,  tituli  veritate,  omni  fraude  feniotâ  :  indi- 
centes  eis  periculum  Jujpen/ionis  in  cafu  fraudis,  œtate,  et 
literaturâ.  Ità  tamen  quod  de  duodecim  tej'tïbus  requijitis 
ex  more  antiquo,fex  eligantur  per  ÎJccamun,  et  fex  per  pro- 
movendum.    Et  fuper  his  provideant  fub  pœnâ  emendœ"  &c. 

The  fynod  of  Cambray  (A.D.  mdl.),  makes  the  u  tejti- 
monium  legitimum  ïiccant  Crjristiamtatts  "  indifpenfable  to 
admiffion  into,  or  advancement  in,  holy  orders.  And 
the  provincial  council  of  the  fame  fee  (A.D.  mdlxv.) 
enacts,  that  no  perfons  be  admitted  to  the  order  of  fub- 
deacon,  "  niji  becant  ruralt's,  vel  officiaJis,  vel  utriufque 
te/timonio  per  litems  expreffb  comjrrobentur'"  6zc: — to 
which  a  fubfequent  council  adds,  that  the  "  tejiimonia 
Tit.  x.c.i.  P.  35.  vif(e  ef  probitatis  morum  quœ  adferri  débent  à  Jingidis 
ordinandis,  omninb  Jignata  Ji/it  à  îïccams  ruralt'bus,  ac 
deinceps  ab  efdem  becant's  clauja  et  ob/ignata  mittantur, 
fub  pœnâ  rejectionis  eorundem,  et  non  admij/ionis  ipforum 
ordinandorum.  Si  quis  autem  fine  illis  litteris  venerit,  is 
non  admittatur,  immb  ne  quidhn  examinetur."  See  Dé- 
créta Synodi  Tomacenjis  (A.D.  mdlxxiv.),  p.  22.  "de  Sacra- 
mento Ordinis."  Statuts  et  Ordonnances  faites  A.D.  mdc. 
par  François  Pericard,  Evêque  d'Avranches — p.  304.  can. 
Synod.sagienfes.  Lvn.  ;  and  thofe  of  the  bimop  of  Seez  (A.D.  mdcliii.), 
can.  xxi.  p.  442.  impofing  on  ÏJf  ans  rural  the  verification 
of  the  baptifmal  regifter  of  age  in  each  cafe,  the  legiti- 
macy of  birth,  amount  of  patrimony  by  inheritance  or 


Acta  et  Décréta 
SynodiCamerae. 
HDL.  p.  39. 
Canones  et  Dé- 
créta Concil. 
Prov.  Camerac. 
p.  15.  cap.  IV. 


Décréta  Concil. 
Prov.  Camerac. 
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otherwife,  the  publication  of  the  name  of  the  candidate, 
or,  at  leaft,  a  certification  of  the  fame  having  been 
publilhed,  &c.  &c. 

In  cafe  of  advancement  "ad  majores  ordines"  the  Ada  et  Décréta 

.  i'i  •    i  n         l      n  t  t         1        Secundo'  Synodi 

archdeacon  is  charged  in  the  provincial  lynod  ot  Utrecht  Provincial  m- 

(A.D.  mdcclxui.),  to  fend  the  names  of  the  candidates  to  p.2os.  c.i.' 
all  the  arcftpresbgters  of  the  diocefe,  and  the  arcljpresbrjtns, 
again,  to  their  diftrict  pallors,  that  prayers  may  be 
offered  up  for  them  in  all  the  churches. 

Dr.  Kennett  propofes  to  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  "  to  sjis.  stbbenba, 

n  o  ni  rt  r  Paroch.  Antiq. 

call  m  lome  ot  the  graveft  and  neareft  rural  ocans  to  voi.n.  p. 358. 
examine  and  affift  at  ordinations  ;  and  to  require  candi- 
dates for  holy  orders,  if  they  have  lately  relided  within 
the  diocefe,  to  bring  a  certificate  from  the  rural  bean,  and 
his  neighbouring  brethren."  And  the  Convocational  Pro- 
ceedings under  Queen  Anne  fuggest,  "  that  in  all  teftimo-  cc.M.B.eut. 
niais  required  by  the  bifhop  or  other  ordinary,  relating 
to  the  abilities  and  manners  of  candidates  for  holy  orders, 
curates,  fchoolmafters,  or  others  within  their  diftricts, 
a  more  particular  regard  mail  be  paid  to  the  teftimony 
of  rural  beans1." 


(')  See  Bifhop  Burnet's  remarks,  cited  by  Bifliop  Burgefs,  Appendix 
to  Vifitation  Charge  1832,  p.  44.  "  The  beft  clergyman  "  of  Bifliop 
Burnet's  fuggefted  fcheme  might  be  the  fcean  rural. — Who  more  proper? 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiii.  col.  1262. 
can.  m. 

Thomaffln.  V.et\ 
N.E.  D.  Tom.  i. 
p.  227. 


Thefaur.  Anec. 
Mart.  etDurand. 
Tom.  IV.  c.  856. 


Van  Efpen 
/.  E.  V.  P.  ii. 
Tit.  xxvi.  c.  i. 
p.  547. 


Rights  oflhe 
Clergy,  p.  64. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Institution  and  Induction. 

HE  charge  of  prefenting  ordained  clerks  to 
the  bithop,  or  his  vicar-general,  for  inftitution 
to  vacant  benefices,  the  îïcan  thared  with  the 
archdeacon  in  the  diocefe  of  Tours,  by  a 
provincial  council  of  Chateau  Gontier  (A.D.  mccxxxi.) — 
the  lay  and  clerical  patrons  being  commanded  to  employ 
one  or  other  of  thefe  officers  for  that  purpofe. 

In  fome  diocefes,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  arch- 
deacons and  nrcftpriests  enjoyed  de  confuetiidine1  the 
right  of  in/îitution  itfelf.  In  that  of  Liege,  the  former 
inftituted  to  the  larger  churches  ("  in  ecclejiis  et  earum 
appendiciis"),  the  latter  to  chapels  ("in  capellis"),  ac- 
cording to  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  the  year  mcclxxxvii.  : 
— but,  in  both  inftances,  they  were  liable  to  fufpenfion 
by  their  fuperior,  the  bifhop,  if  they  deviated  from  the 


(')  Upon  which  plea  of  cuftom,  Innocent  III.  fupported  the  arch- 
deacon of  Richmond  "in  jure  injlituendi  ;  eo  quod  archidiaconus  hie 
probuff'et,  Je  et  prœdeceJJ'ores  fuos  in  continua  pojjejjione  injlituendi 
fui/fe;  quennvis  de  jure  communi  archidiacono  fola  injlilutio  corporalis 
competat."  The  archdeacon  had  that  power,  obferves  Mr.  Nelfon,  origi- 
nally from  the  bifhop,  becaufe  the  jurifdiction  of  the  whole  diocefe  was 
in  him  before  there  was  an  .archdeacon  ;  but,  the  grant  which  he  had 
being  loft,  and  it  being  cuftomary  for  him  to  injlilute,  by  virtue  (as  it 
muft  be  fuppofed)  of  fuch  original  grant,  he  may  therefore  prefcribe  to 
do  it.  Such  was,  probably,  the  origin  of  the  atcftpresbntcr  rutal'g  jurif- 
diction in  injliluting  clerks,  wherever  it  obtained. 
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canon  of  injtitution,  and  collated  any  clerk  to  a  benefice 
who  had  not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. — 
Again,  in  the  Summa  Silvejîrina  it  is  afked,  at  fol.  xxxix. 
De  arrfitprrsbutero — "  Utrum  arrfitpresbiitcr  ruralts  habeat  summasuve/- 

.  .    . .  .  y  trirue,  Pai  t  i. 

autoritatem  injtituendi  feu  confrmandi  prœfentatos  à  pa-  foi.xxxix. 
tronis  in  ecclefiis  quœ  Junt  fub  fuo  plebanatu?" — and 
anfwered,  "Quod  de  communi  jure  non  poteji  : — -/ecus  ex 
confuetudine  praefcriptâ,  Jîcùt  accidit  hi  archiepifcopatu 
Florentino  :  qua  uterque  archiepifcopus  et  arcfitpresbyter 
ruralts  feu  plcbnnus  poteji  confirmare  prœfentatum  Jîbi:  et 
ad  quern  primo  recurrit  Me  expedite 

Injiitution,  however,  was,  generally,  the  act  of  the 
bifli  op  ;  and  the  fubfequent  one  of  induction  alone  that  of 
the  bean,  or  arcftprcsbyter  rural,  who  received  the  man- 
date of  the  ordinary,  and  gave  the  new  clerk  corporal 
pojfejfwn  under  it,  accepting  no  fee  for  the  duty  per- 
formed— "  IDeeant  pro  mi/Jionibus  clericorum  in  po/fe/Jionem  ce.  m.b.  et  h. 

,  r  ...  .    ~.       .       .,       Vol.  i.  p.  071. 

ecclejiarum,  in  quibus  juerint  per  epijeopum  injtituti,  nam 
omninb  recipere,  vel  extorquer e  prœfumant."  {Conjh  W.  de 
Cantilupo  Wigorn.  Epifc.  A.D.  mccxl.) 

"  In  plerifque  diœcejibus"  fays  Van  Efpen,  "jus  eft  J»r.  Ecd.  Umv. 
arcfitpresby  ten's  introducendi  pajîores  aliofque  beneficiatos  cap.v.  p.3'1.  ' 
in  pojjejjionem  ;  recipiendi  ab  iis  fidei  profejjionem  aliaque  *GandZen!rit.' 
folita  juramenta.    Quinimô  in  quibufdam  locis  obtinuit,  ut  '  '  °ap' IX" 
nulla?  literœ  curœ  animarum  dejerviturœ,  vel  vicepajioratûs 
cuiquam  fuffrayentur,  nifi  prœviè  arefitpresbytero  ijiius 
dijîrictûs  exhibeantur,  et  ab  eodem  fubficpientur." 

But,  in  the  Belgian  churches,  corporal  inftitution  or  Ejufd.  Tit.  xu. 

•     7  1  .  ,       ,      .  cap.  I.  p.  57.  & 

induction  was  not  the  rural  îïcans  de  jure  communi,  nor  Parm.  t.xxvi. 

even  the  archdeacon's,  but  the  biihop's  alone  ;  who  P' 

ufually  committed  it  to  the  îïean  of  the  diftrict,  as  the 

latter's  refidence  in  the  country  enabled  him  more 

2  B  2 
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conveniently  to  perform  the  ceremony,  adminifter  the 
stat.  synod      oath1,  &c.    "  Bccflnorum  officium  eft,"  favs  the  fvnod  of 

Dioec.  Yprenf.  7  \  \  /• 

Tit. vn. c. vi.     Ypres  {A.D.  mdlxxvii.)  .  .  .  .  "  noviter  provifos  de  para*. 

chiali  eccJefiâ,  out  alio  beneficio  ecclefiaftico  (v[/is  litterls 
collationis  non  vitiatis,  non  canceUatis,  ne  que  aliqua  parte 
fui  fufpectis)  in  veram,  iraient,  et  corporalem  beneficiorum 
coUatorum  poffejjionem  per  pulfum  campance,  traditionem 
clavium,  mifjalis,  colitis,  aut  ornamentorum,  et  ofculum 
altaris,  atque  fub  aliis  folemnitatibus,  pro  confuetudine  debitis 
et  requi/itis,  inducer e,  et  conjtituere,  mediante  fummaria 
cap.  vin.  reitovatione  juramenti  &c."  And  farther; — becaufe  falfe 
letters  of  induction  were  fometimes  fubftituted,  it  was 
decreed  by  the  fame  fynod,  that  no  presbyters  mould 


Van  Efpen  (  I  )  The  oath  taken  by  the  perfon  inducted  was  to  this  effect  : — "  Ei/n 

J  nr.  Eccl.  Univ.  :         .  -u       ,    v    4-  t-  tu  r 

P.  ii.  Tit.  xxvi.  ïs.juro  et  promitto  obedientiam,  revere  imam  et  honor  em  Jummo  pon- 
ts, n.  pp.550-51.  (Mid  Romano,  ae  R.  domino  epifeopo  N.  eorundemque  fuccejjbribus- 
Item  juro  et  promitto  ecclefiœ  meœ  parochiali  de  ±i.Jidelitèr  defervire 
fecundùm  oneris  illi  annexi  exigentiam,  et  in  eo  perfonalitèr  refidere. 
Bona  pajloratds  vel  ecclefiœ  meœ  non  alienabo  ;  et  indebitè  alienata, 
quantum  in  me  erit,  fideliùr  récupéra  re  Jtudebo.  Specificationem  om 
nium  fructuum  pajloratds  mei,  cum  débita  defignatione  hypothecarum, 
limitum  et  terminorum,  intra  annum  à  fejlo  nativitatis  et  Joanna  Bap- 
tijlre  proxime  venturo,  archprcslmtcro  tradam  ;  fructus  anni,  in  quo  me 
mori  aut  meam  ecclefiam  dimittere  eontinget,  fubjicio  et  obligo  ad  lau- 
dabilem  defervituram  ufque  ad  fejtum  N.  SU  Joannis  Baptijlœ,  mortem 
vel  dimipionem  meam  proximè  fubfecuturum.  Sic  me  Deus,  &e."  This 
oath  was  renewed  by  the  fynod  ofMalines  {A.D.  mdcix.),  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  before  the  rural  îcan  and  two  other  witneffes  ;  and,  together 
with  the  profefhon  of  the  inducted' s  faith  (according  to  the  form  of  Pope 
Pius  IV.),  was  to  be  entered  in  the  regiftry  of  the  tiranrg,  with  date,  wit- 
neffes, &c.  Nearly  the  like  oath  was  taken,  before  the  liran,  on  inducting 
the  fame,  or  any  other  perfon,  into  a  benefice  without  cure  of  fouls 
mutatis  mutandis — .See  alfo  CC.  Rotomag.  Prov.  P.  n.  p.  446.  Synodi 
Sagienfes,  and  Décréta  et  Ordinata  Dicecejis  Gandavenfis,  A.D.  mdcl 
pp.  121,  feqq.,  for  the  forms  of  thefe  juraments  as  taken  by  paftors, 

capellanes 
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interfere  in  any  cafe  of  induction  (even  though  the  letters 
mould  be  addreffed  generally  to  all  presbyters)  without 
the  fanction  and  confent  of  the  îrcnn. 

But  to  return  to  our  infular  ufages,  for  examples  of 
the  employment  of  our  fcn'llan  officers  in  giving  corporal 

.  1     J  \     Kennett  s  Poro- 

poflejion  of  benefices  : — On  Saint  Lucy's  day  (A.D.  mccxx.),  cUaiAntiq. 
Richard,  rural  ïrean  of  Wodefdon,  inducted  the  prior  and  («*  chaAui. 

.  .  S.Fi irfefw.penes 

canons  of  Saint  Frideswide,  Oxford,  into  the  appropriated  Decan.etCapu. 

•i  n        it  l  •  r»     l    •      1       o        •   1    •    n  JE>d.  Xli.  Oxon. 

tithes  of  Oakle,  and  certified  it  by  fpecial  infiniment,  SKS.p.i35.) 
concluding  thus — "Ego  et  plures  alii  viri  fide  digni  de 
capttulo  de  Wittefdon  in  hujus  rei  tejîimonium  hide  fcripto 
stgt'Ila  nojlra  appofuimus" — And  again,  on  the  eighth  of 
April  (A.D.  mcccxxvii.),  by  mandate  from  Henry  bifhop 
of  Lincoln,  the  rural  sufj=ïican  of  Wodefdon,  who  was 
vicar  of  Wynchendon,  inducted  the  aforefaid  prior  and 


capellanes,  &c.    "  And  why,"  alks  Van  Efpen,  "  was  this  fpecification   Van  Efpen 

of  ecelefiaftical  property  to  be  exhibited  to  the  ardjprcsbjitcr,  as  the   p^t n^Tit! 

bifliop's  vicar  ? — why — but  that  he  might,  in  place  of  the  bifhop,  fee  to   x^gVI"  c" L 

its  due  confervation,  and  that  no  part  of  it  was  loft  or  deteriorated,  P 

while  in  the  keeping  of  the  beneficiary  !  "     In  compliance  with  this 

oath,  all  facellanes,  paftors,  and  beneficed  perfons,  were  commanded  by 

the  fynod  of  Ghent  {A.D.  mdcl.)  to  deliver,  after  induction,  an  exact   Décréta  D'wc. 

inventory  of  all  their  goods,  and  rights  accruing  out  of  their  refpective  ^t"xviP<Fv!n 

benefices,  to  the  arebprkstg  or  Dcang  of  (£ft"Sttantt»  ;  and  alfo  a  full 

ftatement  of  all  taxes  paid  by  eacli  benefice,  that  the  fame  might  be  kept   Tit.  xx.  cm. 

in  the  archives  of  the  diocefe. — Moreover,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  fame 

fynod,  authority  was  given  to  the  ai'thprtfStS  to  demand  the  original    Décréta  Diœc. 

documents,  or  authentic  copies,  of  all  ecelefiaftical  endowments,  to  be   Tit.  xx.  civ. 

exhibited  to  them  by  the  patrons  of  the  benefices  within  their  arcIjtprcS-  P-90- 

{^iterates.  (Sec  alfo  Stat.  Diœc.  Synod.  Yprenf.  T.  xx.)    And  by  the  fynod 

of  Antwerp  {A.D.  MDCX.)  they  were  authorifed,  at  the  time  of  viliting 

the  parochial  clergy,  to  examine  the  titles  of  collation,  inflitution,  and 

po//t//ii)7i.  of  benefices,  under  which  each  incumbent  held  ;  and  the  clergy 

were  charged  to  exhibit  the  inftruments,  on  demand. 
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canons,  in  the  perfon  of  John  de  Abingdon,  into  the  fame 
church,  with  the  annexed  chapels  of  Brill,  Borftall,  and 
Adingrave. 

For  this  official  act,  as  I  have  faid,  no  fee  was  allowed 
to  the  inductor.  The  Ircan:  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Wor- 
cefter  is  expreffly  forbidden  to  demand  or  accept  any  by 
the  canon  above  quoted.  And  in  a  refcript  to  the  arch- 
bithop  of  Canterbury  {De  Simoniâ,  cap.  xxxvi.)  Pope 
Innocent  III.  urges  on  the  primate,  aUt  pravam  confue- 
tudinem  de  fuâ  provinciâ  jîudeat  abolere,  per  quam  pro 
invejtiturâ,  archidiaconi  mancham  argenti,  minores  verb 
ÙECant  vaccam  albam  Jibi  dare  pojlulant,  vel  certam  folvi 
pecuniœ  quantitatem" — a  cuftom  equally  condemned  by 
Epijl.  Honorii  Honorius  II.  to  the  bithop  and  clergy  of  Liege — amongft 
el  Cler.  Lead,  in  whom  he  reprobates  "  detejîabïlem  confuetudinem  exigendi 

Dacher.  Spicilee.  7.7.  v.  7  »         •      ^  •  t  • 

Tom.xii.p.i58.  per  arcludiaconos  et  tfccanos  determinatam  pecuniam  de  m- 
vejï'tturis  ecclejiarum  et  altarium." 

But,  in  utter  difregard  of  papal  refcripts  of  inhibition, 
the  archidiaconal  and  other  agents  of  induction,  in  the 
next  century,  feem  to  have  continued  fadly  extortionate 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty — delaying  the  act  itfelf 
and  its  certification  for  a  moft  unreafonable  time,  under 
the  hope  of  increafing  their  unlawful  profits.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  abufe,  Archbifhop  Stratford  interpofed 
cc.M.B.etH.  with  an  Extravagant  (A.T).  mcccxlii.),  ftrongly  condem- 
voi.n.p.697.    natory  0£  t|le  practice,  and  bidding  archdeacons  and 

other  ecclefiaftical  minifters,  in  obedience  to  mandates 
of  induction  from  the  bifhop,  to  perform  the  ceremony 
without  delay,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with  moderate  charges — 
3s.  4d.  for  the  archdeacon,  and  2s.  for  his  official — to  be 
paid  in  money  or  other  commodities,  at  the  option  of 
the  inducted  clerk.    (Can.  in.  De  Inductionibus  &c.) 
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It  fhould  feem,  fays  the  learned  Mr.  Johnfon  in  a  note 
upon  this  provincial  conftitution,  the  practice  which  now 
prevails  for  the  archdeacon  to  give  a  mandate  for  the 
lnjlituted  clerk  to  be  inducted  by  one  that  was  not  official, 
had  its  beginning  in  Lyndwood's  time.  For  he  propofes 
the  queftion,  whether  the  archdeacon  in  this  cafe  mall 
have  any  thing,  and  anfwers  peremptorily  in  the  negative  ; 
but  that  the  inductor  lhall  have  what  is  fufficient  for  one 
of  his  degree  : — "  Induccns  habebit  id)  inducto  expenfas 
necejfarias  fuo  Jtatui  compétentes  fub  moderations  quce  con- 
ceditur  ipjî  archidiacono,  vel  ejus  qffickdi,  &c." 

The  bean  rural  was  often  thus  mcarimfly  appointed  to 
the  office  of  induction  by  the  archdeacon  ("  cujus  officium 
ejl"  gloiTes  the  bithop  of  Saint  David's,  "  admiffbs  ad 
bénéficia  ccdefîajîica  inducere  in  corporalem  beneficii  pof- 
fej/ionem"),  after  the  canon  lawyers  had  deprived  the 
former  of  his  priority  of  jurifdiction  in  the  matter,  and 
letters  of  induction  had  begun  to  be  addreiïed  to  the 
archdeacon,  primarily,  inftead  of  the  bean  \ 

Dr.  Kennett  fuggefts  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln  "  to 
have  the  mandates  for  induction  into  parochial  churches, 
allwaie  directed,  as  of  old,  to  the  rural  bean." — "To 
licenfe  no  curate  or  fcholemafter  without  a  certificate 
from  the  rural  bean,  of  the  perfon,  the  place,  the  falary, 
the  duties  &c." — "To  inftitute  no  clerk  without  a  like 
account  from  the  bean,  of  the  vacancie,  the  true  patron, 
the  reputation  of  the  prefentee,  &c." 

Laftly,  in  the  Proceedings  in  Convocation  refpecting 


Ecclefiajiical 
Laws,  MCCXLH. 
3.  note  (/;. 


Provincialis 
L.III.  T.vii. 
p.  140. 


67.  in  voce 
Archidiaconus. 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  n. 
p.  3G2. 


Paroch.  Antiq. 
Vol.  n.  p.  358. 


CC.  M.  IS.  et  H. 
Vol.  iv.  p.  G4 1 . 


(')  A.D.  Mcccc.    The  bifliop  of  Norwich  wrote  to  the  oean  of  his  own  Blomefield'a 
finors  to  induct  Tho.  Brademere  de  Hogham,  prieft,  according  to  ^4^9*' Vo1" 
cujlom,  the  archdeacon  never  inducting  any  one  in  the  bifliop's  manors. 
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rural  îrcans  (A.D.  mdccx.),  it  is  propofed  by  the  Upper 
Houfe  as  worthy  of  confederation,  "  how  far  it  may  be 
practicable,  that  mandates  of  induction  be  directed  to  the 
rural  Irean  to  be  executed  by  him,  or  any  other  neigh- 
bouring minifter." 

Moft  refpectfully,  but  earneftly,  would  I  folicit  the 
attention  of  the  right  reverend  the  bifhops  to  the  fug- 
geftions  thrown  out  by  Dr.  Kennett  in  reply  to  the 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  and  by  the  Convocation  in  obedience 
to  the  mandate  of  Queen  Anne,  refpecting  the  reftora- 
tion  of  fceans  rural  to  the  antiquated  duties,  which  are  the 
fubject  of  the  prefent  and  preceding  chapters,  and  which 
cannot  be  too  foon,  [nor  too  generally  revived,  in  my 
opinion,  under  fuch  high  fanction,  in  furtherance  of  that 
important  department  of  church-difcipline  to  which  they 
appertain — the  ordination,  injtitution  and  induction  of 
clerks.  The  fuggeftions  are  the  more  valuable,  becaufe 
they  are  perfectly  practicable,  and  need  only  to  be  tried 
in  order  to  be  approved  \ 


( 1  )  In  many  diocefes  it  is  ufual  for  the  bifhops  to  depute  their  rural 
ttanS  to  act,  from  time  to  time,  as  ComtMSSartCg,  to  receive  the  decla- 
ration and  fubfcription  of  curates  previous  to  their  being  licenfed.  And 
the  llfcanal  commimon,  in  fome  inftances,  authorifes  the  fcean  to  examine 
the  licences  of  all  ftipendiary  and  aififtant  curates  within  his  îeanrg. 
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SECTION  IX. 

ClTATORY  AND  CeRTIFICATORY  DUTIES. 


S  minifterial  officers  of  fuperior  prelates — 
"  Minijiri  tarn  epifcoporum,  quàm  archidia- 
conorum" — beans  rural  were  concerned  in 
the  citation  of  delinquents  into1  the  fpiritual 
courts,  and  making  certificatory  returns — "  iBccam  ruralfs 
ojficium  eji,  in  can  fis  ecclefiafticis  citationes  et  tranfmijjas 
exequi; — cujus  Jig'dlum  in  talibus  ejî  aiithenticum"  fays 
the  bifhop  of  Saint  David's.  "  They  were  to  receive 
warrants  from  the  bifhop  or  his  fubftitute,"  writes  the 
dean  of  Gloucefter,  "  and  by  vertue  thereof  to  cite  all 
fuch  to  make  their  appearance  before  the  chiefe  paftour 
or  bifhop,  as  were  upon  any  occafion  to  be  convented 
before  him  :  and  this  their  citation  of  fuch  parties  to  be 
convented,  under  the  feale  of  their  office  they  were  to 
certifie  the  bifhop  of." 

Their  interference  in  thefe  proceedings,  Mr.  Somner 
confines  "  to  caufes  of  moment,  and  when  the  clergy  of 
their  refpective  îreanries  were  the  fubjects  of  citation;  on 


Lynd.  Provinc. 
Edit.  Ojoh.  p.  91. 
el.  in  v.  becanoê. 


P.  81.  gl.  in  v. 
becani  curoltê. 


Dr.  Field  of 
the  Church, 
B.  v.  p.  507. 


(')  Perfons  cited  before  courtg-@firtettart,  whether  by  ùcang  rural  or 
other  officers,  were  exempt  from  arreft.  All  violators  of  this  privilege  of 
the  church  were  to  be  admoniflied  by  the  Ï)cart0  to  grant  to  the  aggrieved 
immediate  liberation,  and  recompence  for  injury  fuftained.  Non-com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  offenders  was  fubject  to  preremptory  and  uncondi- 
tional excommunication.  Vide  Can.  "  Qualitèr  venientes  ad  curiam  de- 
bent  plenâ  libertate  gaudere." 


Antiquities  of 
Canterbury, 
Parti,  p.  176. 


Confl .  Sy  nodal. 

Epifcopatûs 

Attrebatenfts, 

A.D.  MCCCCLV. 
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which  occafions,  at  leaft,  the  warrant  was  often  directed, 
committed,  and  entrufted  to  the  execution  of  the  ÎJcans  : 
and  they,  as  a  part  of  their  office,  either  executed  the 
fame  themfelves,  or  elfe  caufed  it  to  be  executed  by 
their  apparitors,  fervants,  beadles,  or  meilengers" — "per 
Con/t.  othon.    Jey  aut  certos  fuos  nuncios  et  fidèles."    But  there  feems 
cc.M.B.etn.  no  reafon  for  the  antiquary's  reftriction  of  iucanal  inter- 
°  '  ' P'         pofition  to  fnch  cafes  alone.    Indeed,  thefe  officers  were 
general  minifters  of  citation  in  confequence  of  the  mal- 
practices of  others  difqualifying  them  for  the  truft. 

Letters  of  fummons,  it  appears  from  the  twenty-fixth 
conftitution  of  Otho,  had  been  previoufly  executed,  u  at 
the  inftigation  of  the  promoters  of  them,  in  a  way  moft 
conji.  othon.  crafty  and  nefarious;" — "A  multis  accepimus"  fays  the 
p'  '  deacon  cardinal,  "  quôd  citatorias  literas  impétrantes,  eas 
ad  locum,  in  quo  morari  dicitur,  qui  citatur,  per  très  de/ti- 
nant  garciones,  quas  fuper  altare  loci  ejufdem  ecclejice,  rel 
ibidem  in  loco  alio  duo  ponunt,  et  tertius  ftaftm  rapit.  Ex 
quo  fit  ut  duobus  pojhnodùm  te/'/ificantibus,  quod  ilium 
citaverint,  juxta  morem  et  confuetudinem  regionis,  excom- 
municatur  vel  fufpenditur,  ut  contumax,  qui  contumaci<e 
prorsàs  utpotè  citationis  nefcius  vel  expers  crat" — To 
guard  againft  fuch  abufes  in  future,  the  minifterial  part 
of  the  citatory  procefs  was  changed  by  the  legate,  and  the 
mandates  ordered  to  be  always  ferved  by  an  officer  of  the 
fpiritual  court  (on  the  perfon,  if  he  could  be  found,  or, 
otherwife,  by  publication  in  the  church),  or,  at  leaft, 
directed  to  the  rural  ùcan  of  the  branrrj,  for  faithful  exe- 
Cnnji.  othon.     cutioii  bv  lumfelf  or  deputies.    Thirty  years  afterwards 

Tit.  xxv.  p.  123.  J  1  .  . 

Edit.  Oxon.  (A.D.  mcclxviii.),  the  fame  conftitution  was  confirmed 
by  Cardinal  Othobon  ; — with  the  addition,  that,  unlefs 
a  return  were  made  by  the  rural  bran,  or  other  definite 
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perfon  (f'arbitrio  demandantis"  glofs.)  of  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the  summons,  no  punithment  fhould  be  inflicted 
for  difobedience  of  the  injunction. 

Scarce,  however,  had  the  ïff ans  been  appointed  to  the 
office  of  receiving  and  tranfmitting  letters  of  citation  and 
certificate,  than  fome  of  them  began  to  abufe  their  truft  ; 
as  appears  from  Archbilhop  Peckham's  twelfth  conftitu- 
tion  of  Lambeth,  De  certificationibus  faciendis  : — "  Quidam  ce.  m.  b.  et  h. 
ruralutm  ticcanorum  in  citationibus  faciendis,  contra  corn-  'P' 
munem  juris  ordinem  de  liiciferianâ  verfutiâ  meritb  diffa- 
mantur,  qui  viz.  certificationem  fubdolam  vendunt  pro 
pecuniâ  filiis  faljitatis,  nulla  citatione  ad  notifiant  citati 
ante  certificationem  hujufmodi,  vel  poji  earn  aliquatenùs 
veniente,  undè  frequenter  evenit,  ut  innocens  damnetur" 
For  the  prevention   of  which  detailed  knavery,  it  IS  Johnfon's  .Ec- 
ordered,  that  no  return  or  certificatory  be  granted1,  mccj^xxi. 
under  the  feal  of  a  bean  rural,  to  any  applicant  whatever, 
till  it  has  been  publickly  read  "  intra  mil/arum  folennia,"  I 
on  Sunday  or  other  feftival,  in  the  church  where  the 
cited  party  dwells  ("fovet  larem"),  or  for  the  moft  part  ccmsmh. 
reforts: — ("  Ut  per  hoc  conftare  pojjit"  fays  Lyndwood,  provincial  i.n. 
"  quod  ïïecanus  apponens  Jigillum  non  eji  in  dolo  vel  fraude,  t-I-p* 
Jïgillando  forsàn  fictum  vel  falfum  certificatorium.") — 
Moreover,  that  the  cited  have  fufficient  time  allowed  him 
to  make  his  appearance  at  the  place  and  day  appointed  : 

(')  In  Oughton's  Ordo  Judiciorum,  Tit.  xxvi.  "  Quid  fit  certificato-  ■  Vol. i.  p.  51. 
rium  authenticum,"  it  is  noted  .  .  .  .  "  Quod  in  omni  certificatorio  au- 
Ihentico,"  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Arches,  "  archidia- 
conus,  qfficialis,  commiffcirius,  vel  UccanuS  rtttaUjS  {qui  dido  certificatorio 
figillum  officii  fui  appofuit)  te/tificari  debet,  fe  figillum  hujufmodi  appo- 
fuiffe,  ad  fpecialem,  Jeu  perfonalem  requifitiojiem  mandatarii  ;  alias 
non  valet  hujufmodi  certificatorium,  nec  dicitur  authenticum." 
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• — or,  if  the  cafe  will  not  admit  of  fuch  delay,  then  that 
the  certificatory  be  given  in  the  church,  or  other  public 
place,  before  witneffes,  after  citation  previously  made  be- 
fore witnelTes  alfo  ;  the  time  and  place  being  noticed  in 
the  return; — and  that  no  certificatory  be  granted,  upon 
any  plea  whatever,  before  citation.  To  the  ftrict  obfer- 
vance  of  all  which  regulations  the  îreans  were  to  be  fworn 
annually  at  the  epifcopal  fynod — "  Quià  per  eos  potiùs 
quàm  per  alios,  qui  habent  jîgiïïa  authentica,  multœ  fichant 
fraudes"  fays  Lyndwood  : — and  again,  in  explication  of 
the  annual  repetition  of  the  oath  (fufficiently  explained, 
I  one  would  think,  in  the  limited  duration  of  the  iJtan's 
tenancy  of  office,  and  the  yearly  recurrence  of  the  dio- 
cefan  fynod),  he  fubjoins,  with  his  wonted  feverity  and 

ce. m.  b-^h.  I  illiberality  of  infmuation  "  Alias  poftquàm  jurati 

I  ejfent,  non  oporteret  hujufmodi  juramentum  requiri,  niji 
[fubej/et  caufa  fufpicionis." 

If  primary  citations  in  caufes  of  correction  ("  citationes 
jmmariœ,  i.e. prima  vice  émanantes,  Lynd.  pro  correction i- 
bus  delinqmntium")  hTued  by  bifhops  and  archdeacons, 
or  their  officials,  were  tranfmitted  through  any  rector, 
vicar,  or  other  parochial  minifter  than1  the  rural  bean, 

(')  "Whereas,  law  hath  plainly  forbidden,"  fays  Bifliop  Freak  of 
Norwich  (A.D.  mdlxxx.),  "that  procefs  out  of  the  court  fliould  be 
awarded  to  be  ferved  by  the  adverfe  party,  or  any  of  his  afli<rnment, 
whereof  we  fee  by  daily  experience  the  inconveniency  ;  for  that  the 
adverfary,  keeping  the  procefs  by  him,  will  await  fuch  time  and  bufinefs 
of  the  party,  that  he  cannot  appear,  and  often  fuch  (lender  returns  are 
made  as  bear  no  credit  :  it  were  greatly  to  the  furtherance  of  juftice  and 
indifferent  dealing,  all  procefs  fliould  be  directed  to  the  tcans  rural  or 
ëupcrtntcnùcntS  in  their  feveral  UeanrtcS,  by  their  officers  to  be  executed^ 
and  returned  authentically,  according  to  law.  Whereby  the  fubject  fhall 
have  no  caufe  of  grief  ;  and  juftice  better  may  be  executed." 


Provincial.  L.  IL 
T.  i.  de  Judiciis, 
p.  91. 


Strvpe's  Annals 
of  the  Reforma- 
tion, Vol.  II. 
P.ii.  pp.  697-98. 
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official,  apparitor,  or  fervant,  it  was  deemed  imcanonical  ; 
— the  delinquents  fo  cited  were  abfolved  from  obedience  ; 
and  the  citations,  with  the  cenfures  and  proceffes  confe- 
quent  upon  them,  were  "ipjbjure"  null  and  void. 

Examples  of  the  employment  of  îïcans  rural,  as  fum- 
moners  to  fuperior  courts=©ï)risttan,  abound  in  our  ancient 
hiftories  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries.  In 
the  Chronica  W.  Thorn,  A.D.  mccc,  the  reader  will  find  x- 

'   .  '  col.  19/6. 

an  ordination  of  rural  ïicanrtcs  by  Thomas  Fyndon,  abbot 
of  St.  Auguftine  ;  and,  the  following  year,  a  procefs  car- 
ried on  againft  Peter  de  Mildeftede,  vicar  of  Favermam, 
in  which  the  rural  ïiran  of  Lenham,  the  laft  on  the  lift  of 
the  abbot's  fore-appointed  trccanatcs,  is  employed  by  his 
commiftary  to  cite  the  delinquent  vicar  (previoufly  de- 
clared contumacious,  and  fufpended  ab  ingreffu  ecclefiœ) 
"  coram  domino  abbate  vel  ejus  commiffario  in  ecclefiâ  Sancti 
Auguftini  Cant,  8çc."  Then  follows  the  certificatorium 
of  the  ïïcan,  which,  as  a  curiofity,  I  tranfcribe,  Mating 
the  due  execution  of  the  mandate  of  citation  : — 

"  Venerandœ  difcretionis  viro,  commiffario  venerabilis  ^'31981,1982, 
Patris  Dei  Gratia  Abbatis  Sancti  Auguftini  Cant.  Jims 
humilis  et  devotus  ïfccanus  îïc  Hcnïjam  obedientiam,  reve- 
rcntiam,  et  honorent.  Mandatum  vejtrum  Ju/cepi  in  hœc 
verba  8$c.  Auctoritate  citjus  mandati  pnefatum  vicarium 
quod  compareat  coram  vobis  dictis  die  et  loco  peremptoriè 
citavi,  dicitur  tamen  vulgarité)-  quod  eft  abfens  et  vagabun- 
dus.  Et  fie  'mandatum  vejtrum  fecundum  fui  formam  et 
effectum  reverentèr  quatenàs  potui  fum  executus."  The  j 
rebellious  vicar  ftill  keeping  aloof,  in  .contempt  of  the 
court=©l)ustt'an,  îïcan  rural,  commiffary,  and  abbot,  he  is 
declared  fufpended  and  excommunicate,  in  his  own 
church  of  Faverfham,  and  throughout  the  fceanrg  of 
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Lenham  ;  and  the  commhTary,  at  laft,  denounces  him 
an  incorrigible  excommunicate,  deprived  of  all  pre- 
ferment. 

Prynne's  Ufurpations  afford  a  fécond  hiftorical  anec- 
dote of  citation  by  lieans  rural.  Being  concerned  in  the 
applicatory  part  of  all  admonitions,  fummonfes,  returns, 
and  cenfures  of  the  church,  and  the  whole  of  its  difci- 
pline,  in  country  districts,  being  practically  vetted  in 
them  and  their  apparitors,  we  may  readily  conceive  that 
they  were  fometimes  expofed  to  infult  and  injury  from 
the  unruly  violators  of  the  church's  peace.  Accordingly, 
we  read  in  Prynne,  "  Quod  quidam  malefactores  et  pads 

nojirœ perturbatores  Richardum  Chriftian  ïfccnnum 

Roberti  Archiepifcopi  Cantuar.  de  Ofpringe  per  ipfum 
archiepifcopum  ufque  Sellinges  miffum,  ad  quafdam  cita- 
tiones  et  alia,  quœ  ei  ratione  officii  fui  J piritualis  incumbe- 
bant  facienda,  apud  prœdictam  villain  de  Sellinges  cepe- 
runt,  et  ipfum  verfus  pojteriora  equi  illius  retroverfum  et 
caudam  ejufdem  equi  in  manu  fuâ  loco  frœni  tenentem 
equitare  inhumane  compulerunt  ;  ipfum  etiam  Jic  equitan- 
tem  per  medium  ejufdem  villa  de  Sellinges  cantibus  et 
chords  illudendo  duxerunt,  et  pojîeà  caudam  illam,  et 
auriculas  ac  labia  ejufdem  equi  abfciderunt,  et  ipfum  ifccn= 
num  in  lutum  fordidum  projecerunt,  ipfumque  quo  minus 
officium  fuper  Jibi  per  prœfat.  archiep.  commijjis  et  injunc- 
tis  exercere  potuit  impediverunt  <&c."  For  which  aiïault, 
Hafted's Hiji. of  \  thus  circumftantiallv  fet  forth,  "the  king  directed  his 

Kent,  Vol.  it.  .  ,'     .  "     ._    J  .      .        .        .  „ 

p.  804.  I  writ  to  the  therm,  to  make  inquiry  by  inquilition  oi  a 

jury  concerning  it." 
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Decanal  Apparitors. 

O  aid  the  beans  in  the  execution  of  certain 
branches  of  their  office,  the  church  allowed 
them  the  ufe  of  bedels  or  apparitors — "Decant 
rurales,"  fays  Lyndwood,  "  in  quibufdam  par- 


Provincialc  ,\i.v . 
T.  XVII.  gl.  in  v. 
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tibits  habent  jurifdictionem,  et  apparitores  feu  bedellos  fibi 
intendentes."    In  reference  to  the  bifhop,  the  Cleans  them- 

felves  ftood  in  the  capacity  of fummoners1 — "Quantum  eft  ^"„TT^U 
ad  epifcopum,  intettuji  potejl  quod  ipfi  becant  funt  ejus  p-22s. 
apparitores:"   and  in  the  fame  relation  to  the  beans, 
flood  their  own  perfonal  officers,  who  were  employed  to 

cite  the  clergy  to  chapters,  vi Citations,  and  convocations,  Atterbm-yWr- 

bJ  1         7     J  7  -77      chidiac.  Charge, 

(for  the  mandates  for  the  choice  of  convocation-clerks  Mnccvm. 

i  Somner's  Antiq. 

paffed  through  the  hands  of  beans  rural),  and  to  execute  of  Canterbury, 

Part  I.  p.176. 


(')  "  D'ns  archiepifc.  officiario  fuo  falutem. — Amoveatur  apparitor  Ex îRcgiêtc.Will. 
(utpotè  fubditis  nq/tris  onerofus  occajione  quejlus  extorquendî)  et  com-  jy^^g0^"* 
pleatur  ejus  qfficium  per  foccanum  ftcut  extitit  hactenùs  obfervatum.  j  Kennett's  Pa- 
Idem  etiam  tjecanug  in  fuo  de  cetera  îjecanatu  fit  fine  quâvii  injujlâ  fevitiâ  voLii.  p?351. 
Jèquejtrator,  et  fuperfluitas  miniflrorum  indebita  undique  deleatur  ne  im- 
properia  deincèps  fub  inchoatis  tediis  abbrevient  dies  ?iq/tros  &c." 

In  the  capacity  of  epifcopal  fummoners,  ïieang  rural  were  purpofed  to  i  Reformatio 
have  been  commiflioned  by  our  ecclefiaftical-law  reformers.  They  were  ^  x^Cp"^io4 
to  have  made  known  the  time  of  the  epifcopal  fynod  to  the  rural  clergy, 
in  order  to  enfure  their  attend;ince  at  it — (a  duty  enrolled  in  our  earlier 
pages  under  fy nodical  duties) — "  Singulo  quoque  anno  fynodus  ab  epi- 
fcopo  indicetur,  curetque  diem  condictam  omnibus  pajloribus  qui  funt  in 
agro  per  liecanog  rurifparfos  indicari  &c." 
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fummonfes  and  judicial  writs  from  the  court=(Cï)n'sttan,  on 
behalf  and  in  place  of  their  mafters.  They  were  alfo 
fnpervifors  of  manners,  and  bound  to  notify  to  their 
employers  any  immoralities,  or  breaches  of  church-difci- 
pline,  which  occurred  in  their  prefence,  or  reached  them 
by  information  :  and,  as  the  principals  were  punifhable 
by  removal  from  office,  if  they  accepted  any  pecuniary 
bribe  for  concealing,  or  too  lightly  punilhing,  the  crimes 
of  offenders,  fo  alfo  were  the  under  officers  fubject  to 
the  fevere  correction  of  the  bhnop's  official  for  the  like 
connivance  and  corruption.  See  Conjt.  W.  de  Cantilupo, 
Wigorn.  Epifc.  Can.  "  Quod  officiales  vel  ticcant  ^c." 

By  Archbifhop  Boniface's  Lambeth  conftitution  (A.D. 
mcclxi.)  De  apparitoribus  Jive  bedeUis — certain  regulations 
were  eftabliihed  to  remedy  the  "gravamina  et  eœcejjus " 

refulting  from  the  abufe  of  apparitors  "  Cum 

pro  faciendis  executionibus,  out  pro  aliis  necejjitatibus  ad 
hojjpitia  rectorum,  vicar iorum, Jeu  capeUanorum,  vel  aliorum 
facerdotum  vel  clericorum  aut  religiqforum  eos  declinare 
contigerit,  nihil  omninb  ratione  procuration'^  vel  alterius 
fervitii  exigant  ab  eifdem,  fed  cum  gratiarum  actione  reci- 
jnentes  ea,  qua  eis  ab  Jiofpitibus  apponentur,  illis  contenti 
exiftant  :  neque  per  nuncios  aut  fubbedellos,ytY7  per  feipfos 
executiones  faciant  prœceptorum,  &c."  Moreover,  they 
were  not  of  themfelves  to  pafs  fentences  of  excom- 
munication, interdict,  or  fufpenfion  ;  nor  to  denounce 
judgments  paffed  by  others,  without  the  fpecial  letters 
of  their  principals.  Such  fentences,  otherwife  delivered 
by  them,  were  not  obligatory  in  law,  and  might  be  dif- 
regarded  with  impunity.  And  laftly,  inafmuch  as  it 
was  the  earneft  defire  of  the  church  to  exonerate  the 
clergy  from  illegal  charges,  if  apparitors,  in  violation  and 
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Ejufd.  p.  735. 


contempt  of  her  reftrictive  conftitutions,  were  ftill  bur- 
denfome  and  expenfive  in  their  vifitings,  they  were  to  be 
punithed  with  feverity,  and  compelled  to  make  double 
reftitution  to  the  aggrieved  party. 

Thefe  rules,  I  have  no  doubt,  extended  to  all  appari- 
tors. The  Dublin  fynod  (A.D.  mccxvii.),  had  paiïed  the 
fame,  or  nearly  fo,  long  before  ;  expreiïly  reftricting 
archidiaconal  and  bccanal  bedels  by  name — "bedelli  feu  Icc.M.B.etH. 
apparitores,  archidiaconis  nojtris  vel  becants  intendentes, 
&c."  And,  under  pain  of  excommunication,  the  fame 
officers  were  inhibited  to  ride  in  the  diocefe  of  Norwich 
—  "  Iuhîbemus  fub  pœnâ  excommunicationis,  ne  bedelli 
archidiaconorum  feu  ÎJccanorum  habeant  equitaturas,  fed 
pedites  incedant,  ne  Jînt  onerojî provinciœ" — (A.D.  mcclvii.) 
— though  in  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter  (in  the  larger 
ïicanrtts  at  leaft)  they  were  allowed  the  aid  of  horfes  for 
the  more  expeditious  delivery  of  their  mandates  : — "  Sit  Eju/d.  vol.  n 
in  quolibet  tircanatu  unicus  duntaxàt  apparitor  fine  equo, 
exceptis  diffufioribus  îïccanatttnts,  m  quïbus  permittimus 
apparitores  eorum  équités  ejj'e,  cum  non  pqfjunt  pedites, 
cum  celeritate  débita,  omnia  quœ  eis  nos,  vel  officialis  nojhr, 
aut  archidiaconus,  vel  officiates  eorum  injunxerimus  expe- 
dire,  &c."    (A.D.  mcccviii.) 

Bifhop  Bleys  of  Worcefter  (A.D.  mccxix.)  ordered 
that  every  apparitor  attached  to  a  ïïcan  mould  be,  at  leaft, 
of  the  order  of  acolyth — "  Nullus  ïïccanus  Imbeat  appari- 
torem  niji  fuerit  ille  clericus,  ad  minus  ordinatus  in  aco- 
litum." 

Notwithftanding  the  particularity  of  the  cited  limita- 
tions, and  the  feverity  of  the  penalties  on  difobedience, 
it  feems,  the  apparitors  contrived  to  evade  them  : — 
whence  the  neceffity  of  the  fubfequent  Extravagant  of  j  ^°£n- 
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Archbifhop  Stratford  (A.D.  mcccxlii.),  reftricting  the 
number  to  one  foot-bedel  in  each  îïeanrg  ("  tàm  fub  archi- 
diacono  quàm  îrtcano,"  fays  Lyndwood),  without  any 
horfeman  ;  the  latter  being  granted  to  the  bifhop  alone. 
This  walking  apparitor  is  allowed,  by  the  provincial 
conftitution  of  the  archbifhop,  to  remain  only  one  night 
and  day  at  the  fame  rectory  or  vicarage,  in  each  quarter 
of  the  year,  unlefs  fpecially  invited  to  flay  longer.  He 
is  forbidden  to  levy  contributions  of  money,  wool,  lambs, 
or  other  perquifites,  and  is  thankfully  to  receive  what- 
ever is  freely  prefented  to  him.  Any  excefs  in  retinue 
of  apparitors  is,  ipfo  facto,  fufpenfion  of  the  îïean  from 
office,  until  he  again  reduce  them  to  the  canonical  limit. 
And,  on  the  apparitor  s  fide,  any  deviation  from  the 
ftrict  letter  of  the  law,  either  in  being  himfelf  of  the 
number  fo  augmented,  or  in  the  mode  of  adminiftering 
the  perfonal  duties  of  his  office,  is  immediate  depofition, 
ipfo  facto,  and  perpetual  incapacity  to  refume  the  appa- 
ritorial  functions  \ 


( 1  )  Great  as  were  the  faults  and  numerous  the  tranfgreffions  of  the 
officers  of  the  rural  ucang  of  England,  they  are  quite  eclipfed  by  thofe  of 
foreign  official  underlings.  The  character  of  the  officials  of  arcfiprtcStS 
is  thus  given  in  the  "Gravamina  centum  Germanicœ  Nationis  :" — 
"  lv.  &rcj)tpresbgtcrorum  quoque  officiates,  ut  plurimùm  funt  indocti, 
inhabiles,  infuper  et  fcurrilibus  moribus,  nihil  penji  habejites,  nihil  aventes 
quàm  pecuniam.  Et  quàm  notorie  in  publicis  degant  peccatis  acfaci- 
noribus,  quotidiano  difcitur  ufu,  per  quod  laïci,  quos  ob  admiffa,  debito 
modo  corripere,  ac  in  pietate  Chriftianâ  eruditiores  et  meliores  reddere 
debebant,  nedïim  ad  meliorem  frugem  non  perducuntur,fed  qffèndiculis 
onerantur  potiîis.  Ad  hœc  per  levés  ac  viles  has  officialium  perfonas, 
in  quorum  confeientiis,  nulla  Chriftiana >  pietatis  viget  ratio,  fed  tantùm 
fceleratus  habendi  amor,  laïci  mifere  ad  vivum  ufque  in  bonis  fuis  fpoli- 
antur,  ac  deprœdantur"  &c. 

"The 
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Subject  to  thefe  regulations,  the  bean  rural  continued 
to  employ  this  fervant2  till  the  period  of  the  Reforma- 
tion;  when  the  latter  entirely  difappeared,  and  the 
former  preferved  little  more  than  a  nominal  existence  — 
"the  cipher  of  a  function."    The  Canons  of  mdlxxi. 
continue  the  bean  rural,  but  fay  nothing  of  his  apparitor. 
Nor,  in  the  Conjîitutions  Ecclejîajlical  of  mdxcvii.,  or  thofe 
of  mdciil,  does  the  latter  any  more  appear  ; — unlefs, 
perchance,  he  be  included  among  the  Jummoners  of  Imn-cap.™. 
"  inferior  ordinaries  "  there  mentioned.    But  the  abortive  j 
Reformatio  Legum  Ecclejîajîicarum  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
Edward  VI.,  when  reftoring  arrfjpresbnters,  or  beans  rural,  p^iuhi^m. 
to  their  full  powers  and  ufefulnefs,  would  alfo  have  [«p.v.p.95. 
granted  to  each  the  fervices  of  an  apparitor.    And  fuch,  \cc-M.B.etH. 
in  the  next  century,  was  the  intention  of  Biftiop  Bedell 
of  Kilmore  ; — indeed,  he  expreflly  orders  his  reftored 
beans  rural  to  employ  the  fervices  of  their  apparitors  (one 
in  each  of  the  three  beanrtes  of  the  diocefe)  for  diftri- 
buting  epifcopal  mandates  to  their  compresbyters. 

In  the  iflands  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  the  Conjîitutions 

"  The  Civilians  have  fo  low  an  opinion  of  a  beadle  or  an  apparitor,  I  AvliftVs  Paw- 
that  they  call  him  animal  tanliim  rationale  ;  by  which  it  may  be  in-  s°n'  p* 69* 
ferred,  that  he  is  of  a  meaner  capacity  than  a  flierifF's  officer  :  and  there- 
fore, fince  he  is  fuch  an  incomprehenfible,  it  is  fit  the  court  fliould  not  be 
troubled  with  many  of  them,  &c." 

(2)  "  Whereas  the  lewdnefs  of  apparitors,  fcouring  of  the  countries  ;  Freak's  Paper. 
following  their  mailer's  trade  and  exercife  :  fome  have  been  detected  of  i  St/y,Pe'*  innals 

n  oj  the  Rejorma- 

forty  marks  bribery  in  half  a  quarter  of  a  year,  in  half  a  fceanrg  ;  the  \tion,  Vol.n.  P.n. 
l)can  rural  or  gupcrtntcnocrtt  lhall  caufe  fome  honeft,  religious,  quick  (5x?mducxx) 
perfon,  to  whom  he  mall  upon  his  credit  commit  thofe  things  he  fliall 
be  put  in  truft  with.  Who,  attending  every  confiftory  day  upon  the 
court,  may  certify  and  return  all  proceffes  ;  and  advertife  of  all  abufes 
needing  reformation." 

c  c  2 
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and  Canons  Ecclejîqjtical  grant  to  the  titan  one  apparitor, 
who,  in  aidance  of  the  procefs  of  citation,  may  fwear  to 
the  duties  thereof  the  clerks  of  parifhes: — "xlvii.  Pour 
exécuter  les  citations  et  fémonces,  Je  ÏJopcn  affermentera  les 
coujleurs  des  paroijfes,  et  un  appariteur,  le/quels  donneront 
fidèle  record  de  leurs  exploits,  en  donnant  copie  des  citations 
et  mandats  originels  à  ceux  qui  le  requerront,  et  an  abfence 
de  la  partie  aux  domejîiques  ;  et  les  caufes  de  la  comparence 
feront  exprimées  dedans  lesdites  citations  et  mandats." — 
"xlviii.  Si  la  partie  ne  fe  trouve  point,  foit  en  fe  cachant, 
ou  autre  collujion,  la  citation  fera  affichée  à  Vhuis  du  temple 
paroijjial  d'icelle,  en  cas  qu'il  niayt  aucun  domicile,  et  ce  en 
jour  de  dimanche." 

Of  foreign  councils,  one  only  prolongs  the  exiftence 
of  the  tie an's  officer  to  the  year  mdccxx.  —  and  there, 
probably,  he  is  no  apparitor,  but  a  mere  domeftic  fervant  ; 
for  whofe  fupport,  as  well  as  that  of  his  matter  and 
two  horfes,  the  Concilium  Ruthenorum  authorises  the 
ïïtnn  to  demand  of  the  clergy  Sufficiency  of  maintenance, 
during  the  time  of  their  neceffary  attendance  on  paro- 
chial vifitation. 
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VERY  important  infiniment  in  the  hands 
of  the  &ean  rural,  for  the  purpofes  already 
referred  to,  and  others  to  be  now  mentioned, 
was  his  feal  of  office; — conftituting  here  in 
England,  in  the  opinion  of  Bifhop  Kennett,  his  invefli-  skô.  stb&enba, 
ture.    By  its  formal  receipt  from  the  diocefan,  or  his  Kennett's  Letter 
deputy,  the  titan  was  duly  commiffioned  to  the  imme-  LinJoh/0' 
diate  performance  of  his  numerous  functions,  both  per- 
fonal  and  capitular;  none  of  which  inferiptis  were  legal, 
unlefs  they  had  the  fanction  and  imprefs  of  the  figillum 
auctenticum. 


The  privilege  of  ufing  a  feal  was  confirmed  to  fcrenns 
rural  in  England  (for  it  premoujly  exifled)  by  the  twenty- 
eighth  Cmjiitution  of  Cardinal  Otho,  "De  figillis  aucten- 
ticis,  et  de  cujîodiâ  eorum  "  (A.D.  mccxxxvi.),  upon1  the 
plea  of  the  total  want  of  public  notaries  in  the  ifland  at 
that  time.  The  character  and  infeription  of  the  bccanal 
feal  were  peculiar.     Inafmuch  as  the  office  was  only  of 


Codex  I.  E.  A. 
Tit.  xliv.  cap.  v. 
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(')  "  Apud  Anglos,  ref create  Matthseo  Parifio  in  Henrico  tertio,  quo-  MabiHon  £te  Re 

niam  Tabellionum  ujus  in  regno  Angliœ  non  habetur,  propter  quod  l.Ti.  c!xn"'rv 

m  a  gis  adfgiUa  authentica  credi  eft  neceffe  ;  ut  eorurn  copia  faciliîis  ^^-V- I29 '• 
li'iheatur,  (tat ut urn,  ejl,  ut  figillum  habeant  non  folwm  archiepijlopi  et 
epifcopi,  fed  etiam  eorurn  officiates,  item  abbates,  priores,  iJCCant,  archi- 
diaconi,  el  eorum  officiates,  tccani  ruiakg,  necnon  ecclejiarum  cathedra- 
Uum  capitula,  &c." 
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a  temporary  nature,  the  beans  were  not  allowed  to  have 
their  own  names  inferibed  on  their  feal,  but  only  that  of 
their  office  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  they  were  to 
refign  the  feal  at  once,  "without  trouble  or  annoyance," 
into  the  hands  of  the  perfon  by  whom  they  had  been 
appointed  : — "  Illi  qui  temporale  officium  fufcipiunt,  putà 
ïrecant  rurales,  et  officiales,  fîgillum  fuum,  quod  tantùm 
nomen  officii  {quafî  diceret,  fine  nomine  proprio,  gloff.) 
habeat  infculptum,  finito  officio,  ei,  ci  quo  habeant  officium, 
cc.M.B.etH.  continào  et  fine  mole  ft  iâ  refiqnent"    The  fame  is  enacted 

VoLu.  p.  417.    '  J  J  J  J 

in  the  fifth  constitution  of  Richard  de  Kellow,  bilhop  of 
Durham  (A.D.  mcccxii.),  with  this  additional  particularity, 
that  the  titles  of  the  different  offices  of  the  enumerated 
functionaries  lhould  be  engraven  on  the  circumferences 
J  of  the  feals: — "Quod  tcim  officiales  nojtri  quenn  officiales 
archidiaconorum  noftrorum,  et  eorum  commiffarii  generates, 
aut  ÏJtcant  rurales,  nojtrarum  civitatis  et  diœcefîs  Dunelm, 
figilla  habeant  auctentica,  in  quorum  circumferentiis  ipfo- 
rum  officialium,  commi/fariorum,  fcccanorum  officia  exprejjiùs 
dejïijnentur,  fuis  fuccejjbrïbus  in  officio  relinquenda;  quibus 
figillis,  qute  fua  contingunt  officia,  fempèr  utantur:  alioquin 
pœnâ  gravijjimâ  puniantur." 

The  fuperior  ecclefiaftics,  having  a  perpetuity  of  en- 
joyment in  their  feveral  dignities,  were  permitted  to 
unite  their  perfonal  or  proper  names  with  their  titular 
diftinctions  in  the  legends  of  their  feals, — an  honour 
denied  to  the  beans  of  tlje  country — unlefs,  from  cuftom, 
thefe  alfo  chanced  to  enjoy  the  like  permanency  of  rank 
and  title  ; — as  was  the  cafe  with  the  ïrcan  of  Mancheft er, 
and  fome  others  ;  who,  with  perpetuity  of  office,  had 
the  privilege  of  prefixing  their  perfonal  names  to  their 
official  honour.    The  ufual  fubfeription  of  the  ÎJcan  of 
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Manchefter  was  3L  Beran.  fer  iïlanurrstro.  ïo.  Brran.  fee 
Jiîtaneïjrstrr  :  and  fuch,  Mr.  Whitaker  tells  us,  was  the 
infeription  of  his  feal.  But  the  temporary  feran's  Jignet 
bore  no  proper  name,  running  in  a  general  form,  adapt- 
able to  every  poffefTor,  as  "Sbtgi'Ilum  ferrant  ferranatûs  fer 
©sprrng,"  "Sbtgtllutn  ferrant  îUrrrnrrstrtr,"  "Sbtgtllum  fee- 
ranatûs  fer  Dourr,"  "Sotgtllum  offtrtt  ferrant  fer  33.";  of 
which  we  have  examples,  feverally,  in  Hafted's  Kent, 
Kennett's  Parochial  Antiquities,  Lewis  on  Seals,  and 
Thome's  Chronica. 

All,  however,  of  what  duration  foever  their  tenure  of  ca  u.  b.  et  u. 
office,  were  commanded  to  be  careful  of  the  cuftody  of 
their  refpective  feals  ;  and  either  to  keep  them  faithfully 
under  their  perfonal  charge  and  jurisdiction,  or  to  dele- 
gate them  to  fafe  and  fworn  guardians  ; — neither  them- 
felves  affixing  them,  nor  by  their  appointed  reprefenta- 
tives,  to  any  document  whereby  prejudice  might  pqflibly 
accrue  to  another  perfon,  without  due  circumfpection 
and  inquiry; — never  refufing  them  to  rightful  and  necef-  j.  de  Athon.^. 
fitous  applicants  ;  but  peremptorily  and  unconditionally  pofftt,  p.  «9. 
denying  them  to  falfaries  and  forgers.    Laftly,  the  legate 
Otho  enjoined,  that  the  proper  date  of  the  day,  month, 
year,  and  place,  mould  be  inferted  at  the  beginning,  or 
clofe,  of  every  fuch  authentically fealed  document. 

Thus  guarded  by  canonical  enactment  againft  the 
male-adminiftration  of  his  feal,  either  perfonally  or  vica- 
rioufly,  the  rural  feran  ratified  with  it  his  Certificatoria  -see  onghton's 

1         1      p     i  Of  />       r       r  /•  i  Ordo  Judicin- 

already  lpoken  of  (letters  of  rejponje  certifying  the  receipt  rum,  Voi.i.  Tit. 
and  delivery  of  mandates  of  citation) — his  Procuratoria  Tit.xLvm. 
(injlruments  by  which  proctors  were  delegated  reprefenta-  V 
tives  in  caufes  ecclejiajlical,  or  rourts-GTfjrtsttan) — Inquifi- 
tiones  de  jure  patronatus,  and  Capitular  Adjudications  gene- 
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rally — Tejtamentar y  papers,  and  Letters  of  adminijt  ration, 
Valores  beneficiorum,  Taxations,  Teftimonials  for  orders, 
Inductions  of  clerks,  Marriage-banns,  and  all  other  acts 
and  documents,  which,  formally  and  in  writing,  were 
heretofore  occafionally  tranfmitted  through  the  îïccanal 
office  ;  or  to  the  execution  of  which,  whether  of  a 
public  or  of  a  private  nature,  the  îïcan  was  an  official 
party,  attefting  authoritatively  with  his  Jignet  their 
genuinenefs  and  authenticity. 

The  caufe  of  all  this  wary  legiflation,  canon  upon 
canon,  was  this  : — Before  the  arrival  of  Cardinal  Otho 
in  England,  as  legate  à  latere  from  Gregory  IX.,  the  ufe 
of  authentic  feals  had  been  groffly  mifapplied,  in  reference 
to  fome  of  the  purpofes  for  which  they  had  been  infti- 
ciûa'iit^kc'  tuted>  not  only  by  the  "minores  clerici"  Squales  funt 
îlsctJrki"0"'  °fficiales  et  tocant  rurales,"  J.  de  A.),  but  alfo  by  fuperior 
P. 66.  prelates;  (in  one  or  other  of  which  claffes,  our  ïieans 

are  affuredly  to  be  included,  as  having  figilla  authentica; 
— though  Johnfon  objects  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
gloffbgrapher) — and  thence  the  need  of  an  amended 
code  to  check  abufes  wont  to  arife  "per  infolertiam.u 

But  to  a  few  of  the  purpofes  (whether  ufes  or  abufes) 
to  which  the  ruri-iJccanal  fignet  was  applied  ; — and  firft, 
of  Certificatoria  : — 

On  the  twenty-fixth  conftitution  De  citationibus  faci- 
endis,  what  has  already  been  faid  under  the  head  oîcita- 
tory  proccjfes  and  certificates  renders  farther  extracts  on 
thofe  branches  of  duty  unneceffary.  But  the  other 
canon  referred  to,  viz.  the  twenty-feventh,  demands  the 
introduction  of  a  few  words  bearing  on  our  rural figils. 
It  is  headed — "  Quœ  literœ  falfœ  dicuntur,  et pœna  eorum 
qui  eis  uti  prœjwmunt  :  " — and  after  a  brief  preface,  the 

 !  
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cardinal  writes  ....  f<  Conficmntur,  ut  audivimus,  literœ,  \  ce.  m.  b.  et  h. 

n  v        V        .        «  ,     .  .  y  ■  Vol.1,  p.505. 

ac  lignantur  non  tantum  a  minorions  clericis,  verum  etiam 
à  prœlatis,  in  quïbus  manifejîè  cavetur  aliquem  contraxijje, 
contractui  vel  negotio  affuiffe,  vel  extitijje  aliquem  ad  judi- 
cium evocatum,  vel  Jibi  citatorias  litems  prœfentatas,  qui 
tamen  nunquàm  prœfens  fuerat,  vel  inventus,  immb  forfàn 
in  aliâ  provinciâ  vel  diœcefi  tunc  degebat,  &c." — conclu- 
ding with  a  plain  ftatement,  that  all  fuch  perfons  are 
guilty  of  forgery,  and  liable  to  its  penalty  of  fufpention 
from  office  and  benefice. 

With  regard  to  Procuratoria — rural  beans  attefted  with 
feal  and  Jignature  letters  procurator^/ : — -wherein,  again, 
they  feem  to  have  incurred  blame,  either  as  the  dupes  of 
fraudulent  and  defigning  men,  and  poffibly  unwittingly 
offenders,  or  elfe  as  privy  to  their  nefarious  practices, 
and  tharing  in  their  guilt  and  gain  ; — which  is  more  than 
infmuated  by  the  "  data  mercede  iniquitatis"  noticed  as 
the  condition  of  the  ïfcaris'  compliance,  by  Archbifhop  c&M.B.etH. 
Peckham,  in  his  Lambeth  conftitution,  De  falfis  procura-  \ 
toriis  non  Jîgnandis  (A.D.  mcclxxxi.) — where  the  crime 
alleged  againft  them  is  that  of  attaching  their  feals  to 
fictitious  documents,  at  the  price  of  a  bribe. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  abufes  in  thefe  matters  of  earlier  date  ;  when 
Otho,  in  his  twenty-fifth  conftitution,  De  officio  procura- 
torum,  complained  of  the  appointment  of  proctors  without 
letters  at  all,  or  with  letters  not  ratified  by  any  authentic 
feal.  Indeed,  they  could  not  have  been  then  culpable  ; 
for  it  was  only  in  confequence  of  their  Jignets  coming 
more  into  ufe,  on  the  paiïîng  of  that  legatine  canon,  that 
male-adminiftration  in  attejiing  proxies,  on  their  part, 
enfued. 
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Johnfou's  Eccl. 
Laws,  can.  XIII. 

MCCLXXXI. 


CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  n.  p.  57. 


Johnfon's  Eccl. 
Laws,  can.  XIII. 
MCCLXXXI. 


In  Peckham's  days,  however,  the  procuratorial  abufes 
are  more  or  lefs  connected  with  them  ;  as  the  circum- 
ftances,  fo  prominently  brought  forward  by  the  arch- 
bifhop  in  the  cited  canon,  plainly  (hew.  "  Some  crafty 
villain  longing  after  the  benefice  of  an  abfent  incumbent, 
feigns  his  citation  before  an  ecclefiaftic  judge,  and  the 
appointment  of  himfelf  as  his  proctor.  Then  procuring 
the  abfentee  to  be  cited,  in  order  to  defend  his  caufe  in 
court,  he  thews  the  forged  proxy  to  fome  ïrean,  and  fays, 
'  Quia  fig'dlum  meum  paucis  ejl  cognitum,  peto  ut  figillum 
auctoritatis  veftrae  meo  procuratorio  apponatis'  ;  and  by 
the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs  he  obtains  his  requeft.  By 
virtue  of  this  falfe  proxy,  fo  obtained,  he  engages  in  fuit 
with  another,  who  feigns  himfelf  his  adverfary,  and 
carries  on  the  fraud,  till  at  laft  he  gets  poiïeflîon  by 
fentence  of  court  ;  while  the  true  owner,  whofe  eftate 
is  fubverted,  knows  nothing  of  the  matter." 

To  put  an  end  to  "  fuch  deteftable  frauds,"  the  canon 
forbids  the  ïrcan  "  to  affix  his  feal  to  any  procuratorial 
injhument,  unlefs  it  be  publicly  afked  in  open  court,  (or 
out  of  court,  when  he  that  conftitutes  the  proctor,  and 
is  known  to  be  in  truth  the  principal  party,  perfonally 
requefts  it)  that  fo  all  fraud  may  be  excluded."  The 
penalty  for  tranfgrefiion  on  the  bean's  part  is  three  years' 
fufpenfion  from  office  and  benefice. 

It  were  eafy  to  adduce  examples  of  the  employment 
of  the  rurt-trecanal  feal  for  the  other  purpofes  enumerated 
at  p.  391,  both  capitular  and  perfonal  ;  but  it  is  unne- 
cefTary.  Let  the  following  brief  remarks  fuffice  :  in 
addition  to  which,  a  few  incidental  notices  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  fignet  to  public  and  private  ufes  will  appear 
in  the  fequel. 
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As  valuators  under  the  Norwich  Taxation  (AZXmccliv.)  !  see  append, 

Lincoln  Docu- 

the  ïrcans  rural  of  England  are  charged  in  the  Uttcree  I  ments,  No.vm. 
3c.\ccutoua>  of  the  papal  collector  to  make  juft  eftimations 
in  writing  of  all  ecclefiaftical  benefices  within  their  re- 
fpective  îïeanries,  and  to  feal  the  fame  with  their  official 
fignets. 

From  the  acknowledged  authenticity  and  notoriety  of 
the  îïecanal  fgnet,  donations  of  lands,  and  fuch  like  gifts 
to  ecclefiaftic  and  charitable  purpofes,  and  deeds  of 
conveyance  of  a  private  nature,  (when  a  private  feal 
was  either  wholly  unknown,  or  not  well  known,  or  the 
party's  quality  or  condition  mean  and  obfcure)  were 
cuftomarily  ratified  by  the  bean  rural's  feal. 

The  Rev.  J.  Wallis  of  Bodmin  records  that  a  deed  of 
17  Edward  III.  (A.D.  mcccxliii.)  has  recently  been  difco- 
vered  by  him,  in  which  is  the  following  claufe  : — "  Et  Britifli  Maga- 
quod  figilla  noftra  funt  incognita  figillum  ïtteant  de  Eaft-  î>"35oMay  1843, 
wenelthire  prefentibus  apjponi  procuravimus."  The  feal 
itfelf,  I  regret  to  fay,  has  been  detached  from  the  deed, 
and  loft. 

In  copying  the  will  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Lutterell  {A.D. 

McccxLv.)  Mr.  Regiftrar  Swan  of  Lincoln  informs  me  he 

found  a  direction  to  the  following  effect,  that,  "as  my 
feal  may  not  be  fufficiently  known,  I  have  caufed  the  ! 
feal  of  office  of  the  Uean  of  Bettiflowe  to  be  affixed  ;  "  | 

and  Mr.  Swan  adds,  it  muft  have  been  the  rurt-fcccanal 

seal. 

Again — "  If  the  parties  thought  it  for  more  fecurity,  {  Lewis  o«  the 
and  a  better  confirmation  of  what  they  did,"  fays  Mr.   Ufe  oj  Seals  in 
Lewis,  "they  would  fometimes  ufe  both  their  own  feal  "8land-v-'17- 
and  fome  other  feal  that  was  better  known  ;  which,  in 
this  cafe  too,  was  commonly  the  feal  of  fome  public 
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Ducang.  Gloff. 
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Conjl.  Dom. 
Othonis  de  Si- 
gillis  &c.  gl.  in 
voce,  el  fme 
moleftia,  p.  69. 


office,  as  of  a  rural  ûcancrrj,  officiality,  &c,  with  an  attefta- 
tion  of  the  officer  that  it  was  his  feal  of  office. 

It  was  not  unufual,  moreover,  for  the  Jigil  of  a  Ùeranate 
to  be  applied  authoritatively  and  alone,  as  a  voucher  of 
the  truth  of  any  important  matter  of  fact,  fuch  as  the 
lofs  of  a  private  feal.  The  publication  of  John  de  Grefley 
of  Drakelow,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  of  the  lofs  of  his 
Jignet,  is  fo  fupported: — "  Notum  Jit  omnibus  Chrijlianis, 
quod  ego  J.  de  G.  non  habui  potejiatem  figilli  mei  per  unum 
annum  integrum  ultimo  prceteritum,  jam  notifico,  in  bona 
memoriâ  et  fana  mente,  quod  fcripta  figillo  meo  contradico 
et  denego  in  omnibus  à  tempore  prœdkto  ufjue  in  diem 
rejtaurationis  ligilli  prœdicti.  In  cujus  rei  tejiimonium 
figillum  ïfccanatûs  de  Repingdon  appojui." 

But,  whatever  the  powers  of  the  "ÙZîàmXfeal,  however 
ufed  or  abufed  in  application,  at  the  end  of  one  fliort 
year,  (unlefs  the  holder  of  the  Jigil  enjoyed  perpetuity 
of  office)  all  were  to  be  furrendered,  with  the  authentic 
infiniment  itfelf,  to  the  charge  of  a  new  ïtf  an,  or  of  the 
nominee  of  the  bifhop,  or  archdeacon,  appointed  to 
receive  the  fame.  Such  was  the  command  of  the  Car- 
dinal Legate,  from  whofe  Conjtitutions  we  have  already 
fo  largely  quoted;  but  whether  an  innovation  upon 
antiquity,  or  not,  does  not  appear.  By  the  Ùcans  them- 
felves  it  was  probably  deemed  fo,  inafmuch  as  they  per- 
fevered,  fpite  of  Otho  and  his  canonical  inhibitions,  in 
retaining  their  feals  and  ftations  ;  and  for  their  obftinate 
attachment  to  office  are  roughly  handled  by  John  de 
Athon,  with  his  wonted  bitternefs  of  comment.  a  Hoc 
\  tamen"  (fays  he,  in  reference  to  the  annual  refignation  of 
feals)  "  male  obfervant  quidam  officiales  et  ïiccani  rurales,  qui 
impinguati  et  craffati  extorjîonibus,  immb  et  de  fanguinibus 
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pauperum  hujufmodi  officia  nimiàm  zelantes,  ea  contra  volun- 
tates  et  prœcepta  fuorum  fuperiorum  occupare  contendunt, 
intendentes  verè  derivationem  &c." 

And  yet,  how  were  the  faid  mercenary  iJcans  to  get 
thus  fat  under  the  fulleft  enjoyment  of  their  Jigils,  fo 
pertinacioufly  retained,  as  is  gloffed,  from  felfifh  motives? 
They  affixed  them,  be  it  remembered,  in  England,  at  all 
times,  without  fee  or  reward.    The  canon  writes  "  De 
facili  prœbeatur:"  and  the  gloffographer  explains,  "  Abf- 
qne  morofâ  retardatione ,  et  abfque  gravi  examinatione,  vel 
exactione  pecunice  pro  hgillatione  feu  injinuatione,  quœ 
gratis  de  jure  communi  fieri  debet."    So  that  they  could 
demand  no  fee.    Whereas  the  archdeacons  and  their 
officials,  to  whom  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  îrtcanal 
feal  afterwards  devolved,  with  almoft  all  its  pertinent 
jurifdiction,  (the  ÏJecanaï,  as  it  were,  merging  in  the 
archidiaconal  fignet)  pretended  that  "  moderata  exactio 
pro  hujufmodi  modernis  temporibus  non  prohibetur  V 

The  conftitution  of  the  office,  as  far  as  the  employ- 
ment of  the  feal  is  concerned,  admitted  not  of  difhoneft 
exaction  on  the  part  of  beans  rural  ;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  in  England  thefe  officers  merited  in  general  the 
character  beftowed  on  them  by  Otho's  commentator. 
On  the  continent,  however,  we  cannot  exonerate  them 

Conft.  Dom. 
Othonis  de  Si- 
gillis  &c.  gl.  in  v. 
de  facili,  p.  69. 

(  ')  And  certainly,  if  we  may  believe  Giraldus  de  Barri,  touching  archi- 
diaconal rapacity  in  thqfe  days  (for,  at  prefent,  archdeacons  are  the  worft- 
remunerated  functionaries  of  our  whole  ecclefiaftical  regime),  the  public 
were  not  likely  to  have  their  burdens  lightened  by  the  devolution  : — 
"  Adeo  enirn"  fays  he,  "  hoc  qfficium  prœ  cœteris  in  ecclefuî  rapacitati 
datum  e/l,  ut  archidiaconi  nomen  tanquàm  arckidiabolt  cum  horrore 
quodam  auribus  infonet  audientium.    Sicùt  enirn  ille  raptor  animarum, 
Jic  i/le  raptor  pecu?iiarum.n 

Girald.  Cam- 
brenf.  Gemm. 
Ecclef.  Diji.  II. 
cap.  xxxiii. 
apud  Wh.  Ken- 
nctt  in  Paroch. 
Antiq.  Vol.  IL 
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55.  CC.  T.  xiv. 
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from  the  guilt  of  rapacity.  The  councils  of  Poictiers 
(A.D.  mcclxxx.),  and  Saumur  (A.D.  mccxciv.)  charge 
them  with  a  love  of  filthy  lucre,  and  greater  regard  to 
their  own  advantages  than  to  the  interefts  of  their 
fubject  churches.  The  allegations  of  the  firft  fynod 
againft  them  ftate  the  improper  ufe  of  the  îïrcanal  feal 
from  motives  of  felf-interelt  :  and  thofe  of  the  latter  are 
yet  more  criminatory  ;  charging  them  with  inflicting 
pecuniary,  inftead  of  canonical  punifhments,  for  the 
graveft  fins,  "pro  adulterio,  fornicatione,  incejîu,  et  alas 
excejjibus,  in  quibus  dij pen/are  non  poffunt,  à  clericis  et 
laïcis  pœnam  pecuniariam  contrà  canonum  prohïbitionem 
exigunt  et  extorquent;"  —  and  farther,  with  fending 
their  fcouts  about  the  country  to  affix  their  feeds  to 
unexamined  documents  ; — fuch,  that  is,  as  had  never 
come  under  the  cognifance  of  the  principals. 

That  the  toan's  private  neceffities  might  not  render 
him  thus  extortionate  and  unjuft,  the  bilhop  of  Cambray 
granted  him  a  moderate  reward  for  the  labours  of  the 
Jignet;  but  it  was  not  to  be  exceeded: — " Inhibemus 
Imam's  noftris  ©ïjristtarutatts  ne  pro  figillo  fui  ïïccanatûs 
quibufque  Uteris  apponendo,  ultra  fex  denarios  Turonenfes 
fortis  monetce  recipiant."  From  the  fame  prelate  the 
ïïcan  alfo  received  three  Turonefe  fhillings  for  publifhing 
banns,  and  granting  letters  tejtimonial  under  his  feal— 
(T'dulo  de  Matrimonii.)  Within  the  diocefe  of  Arras  alfo 
a  fmall  payment  was  allowed  by  the  fynod  of  mcccclv. 
siat.  Synod. ^  ^  — "  Itëcaru  (Eï)r t'stt'amtatts  pro  fuis  figillis  quibufcunque 
A.D.  MccccLv.  Uteris  apponendis  ultra  très  denarios  non  recipiant,  niji 
pro  fuis  Uteris  tejîimonkdïbiis  et  matrimonialïbus  faciendis, 
quo  cafu,pro  eifdem  Uteris  poffunt  recipere  duos  folidos,  et 
non  idtrâ." 


Stat.  Synnd. 
Eccl  Camerac. 
Thef. Script.  Vet. 
Tom.vii.  c.1340. 
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The  notices  of  the  trean  rural's  feal  in  foreign  councils 
are  not  very  numerous.  The  use  of  public  notaries  for 
authenticating  documents  fuperfeded  the  neceffity  of 
authentic  feah  on  the  continent  :  as  the  want  of  fuch  offi- 
cers in  England,  according  to  Matthew  Paris,  occasioned 
the  introduction  of  official  fignets,  to  supply  their  place. 

The  Prcecepta  Antigua  Diœcejïs  Rotomagenjîs  (A.D. 
mccxiv.  mccxxxv.  MccxLV.  MccLxxv.) — a  Canon  of  the 
fynod  of  Poictiers  (the  fame  I  have  before  referred  to) 
and  a  Synodal  Conftitution  of  the  bifhopric  of  Coutances 
{A.D.  mccclxxv.),  an  extract  from  Father  Rouvière's 
Reomaus,  and  another  from  the  records  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  Ruflia,  alone  appear  in  my  note  book.  The 
Rouen  diocefan  decree  (A.D.  mccxiv.)  prohibits  ïieans  ÇC.  îiotomag. 

y  J    *■  .       .  .      Prov,  P.  I.  p.  124 

rural  to  exact  any  thing  u  ratione  figilli  projujlitii 

Jimplici  facienda,  vel  pro  exhïbendâ,  vel  accelerandâ  &c." 
A  fécond  of  the  fame  fee  (A.D.  mccxxxv.)  enacts,  "Cum 
illiquid  mandabitur  titrants,  Ji  alias  commode  certificare 
curiam  non  poterunt,  apponant  figilla  fua  Uteris  curia,  in 
Jignum  quod  mandatum  curia  executioni  demandarunt." 
A  third  (A.D.  mccxlv.)  charges  the  tieans  to  enjoin  the 
presbyters,  "Ne  de  cœtero  figilla  fua  tradant  fuis  clericis 
deferenda,  et  quod  nihil  figillant  donee  diligenter  viderint 
quod  mandatur;  nec  prius  figillent  donee  mandatum  quod 

eis  injungitur,  diligenter  fuerit  executum."  "  Item  prce- 

cipitur  fub  gravijjimâ  pœnâ,  ne  aliquis  figillet  ali quern  fe 
excommunicâjfe  de  mandato  curia,  donee  publiée  prius  eum 
excommunicaverit,  velnijipojt  figillationem  incontinenti  eum 
publicaverit  excommunicatum."  A  fourth  (A.  D.  mcclxxv.) 
extends  both  thefe  canons  to  the  ufe  of  the  leans'  feals 
by  themfelves  perfonally. 

The  Poictier's  canon  (A.D.  mcclxxx.)  is  a  curious  one  : 


SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xili.  col.  1350. 


CC.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  78. 


Ejufd.  p.  83. 
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SS.  CC.  Tom. 
xiv.  col.  718. 


Synod.  Confiant, 
CC.  Rutomag. 
Prov.  P.  II. 
p.  565. 


p.641. 


it  is  entitled,  De  fervientibus  Judœis  et  ufurariis;  and 
forbids  focans  rural  to  affix  their  feals  to  Jewifh  con- 
tracts:— "D/Jtrictiiis  inhibemus,  ne  forçant  rurales,  arcïjt- 
prcsbrjtcrt,  et  aliifubditi  nojiri,  fuper  contractibus  Judœorum, 
obIigationibus,feu  conventionibus,  ad  commodum  eorum  initis, 
litems  figillare,  vel  eas  feribere,  vel  auctoritatem  impetiri 
prœfumant"  From  which  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they 
were  allowed  to  authenticate  private  contracts  and  con- 
ventions entered  into  by  Chriftians,  and  to  affix  their 
feals  of  office  to  them  in  France,  as  they  were  in  England. 
Examples  of  the  latter  have  been  already  adduced  from 
Mr.  Lewis's  very  rare  tract  On  the  Antiquity  and  Ufe  of 
Seals  in  England. 

The  fynod  of  Coutances  (A.D.  mccclxxv.)  merely  or- 
ders, "  Quod  quœlibet  parochialis  eccle/ia  figillum  habeat 
pro  exequendis  Uteris  judicum,  &c.  et  Jîgiïïiferis  Conjtan- 
tienfi  et  Valonenfi  infra  très  menfes  afferant  ipfa  figilla;  et 
cum  hoc  forçant  rurales  fua  figilla." 

Further  evidence  of  rurwforcanal  fujnets  in  France  are 
met  with  in  Father  Rouvière's  Reomaus  before  quoted  : 
"  De  SigiUis  Roberti  Lingonenfis  Epifcopi,  et  Thirrici 
Secant  Reomaenfis — A.D.  mccxl." — "  Thirricus  Reoma- 
enfis  foccanus,  aliique  ante  et pojt  ipfum  non  folùm  hnjus,fed 
aliarum  etiam  ecclefiarum  forçant  ruralrs  figillo  ufi  funt,  ut 
repnfentat  hoc  Tabularium  Reomaenfe,  cui  imago  inejt 
piresbyteri  facerdotali  vejtitu  ad  altare,  cui  crebrb  facer  calix 
ejt  impojitus,  celebrantis.  Limbus  forçant  et  ecclejîœ  ipjïus 
nomen  prœfert.  Sed  iïïud  habet  foccanus  Reomaenfis  pecu- 
liare,  qubd  in  fecreto  lilium  Francicum  geftet,  quod  regies 
fundationis,  ut  opinor,  argumentum  fuit."  From  the  men- 
tion here  made  of  the  fecretum  or  contrafigillum,  we  may 
infer  that  fome  focans  rural,  at  leaft,  had  privy-feals. 
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The  ^robsts  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Ruffia  are 
accuftomed  to  feal  their  letters  of  church-bufinefs  with 
the  feal  of  their  church  :  and  the  letters  and  packages, 
fo  fealed,  are  forwarded  poftage-free. 


It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  direct  the  reader's 
attention  to  fuch  particular  authentic  figils  of  îrcans  rural 
as  have  been  defcribed  by  antiquaries  ;  and  to  exhibit 
accurate  delineations  of  fuch  fpecimens  as  my  refearches 
have  brought  to  light. 

In  the  Archœologia,  Vol.  v. — xxxvi.  p.  346,  there  is  a 
paper  by  Dr.  Pegge,  entitled,  "  The  quejiion  d'feuffed  con- 
cerning the  appearance  of  the  matrices  of  fo  many  conven- 
tual feals  ;" — in  which  he  notices,  incidentally,  the  feeds 
of  rural  ÎJcann'cs,  officialities  &c,  Hating  them  to  have 
been  "ambulatory  things,  paffing  from  one  perfon  to 
another,  and  therefore  not  numerous."  But,  at  page  353, 
he  fays,  "Several  rural  hearts'  feals  are  extant;"  and, 
doubtlefs,  then  they  were,  or  fo  faithful  an  antiquary  had 
not  fo  reported.  But  what  has  fince  become  of  them, 
we  know  not:  the  ftores  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  and  the  Bodleian,  have  been  in  vain 
fearched  for  a  fmgle  matrix,  or  even  an  impreiTion. — 
Few  are  defcribed  by  authors,  and  yet  fewer  engraven. 

"The  feals  of  office  of  ecclefiaftical  perfons  or  offices, 
as  of  bithops,  rural  îïcarts,  chancellors,  officials,  &c,"  fays 
Mr.  Lewis,  "  were  ufually  oblong  or  oval  ;  but  their  privy 
feals  were  round."  Whether  this  diftinction  held  good 
with  regard  to  ïfccanal  fignets,  or  whether  rural  arcfjprcs- 
fniters  commonly  ufed  contre  or  privy  feals,  is,  I  think, 


See  H.  D.  R. 
Vol.  II.  Append. 
Ruffian  Docu- 
ments. 


Archœologia, 
Vol.  v.  p.  347. 
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Antiquities  of 
Canterbur  1/. 
Part  I.  p.l'77. 


fomewhat  doubtful.  The  only  feals  of  thefe  officers 
known  to  me  are  oval  ; — which  I  proceed  to  notice. 

"  The  feal  of  the  ÎJean  of  ©fjrtsttanttvj  of  the  city  of 
Canterbury,"  Mr.  Somner  obferves,  "  being  authentical, 
he  had  a  hand  in  many  exemplifications  ;  in  fome  join- 
ing with  other  ;  in  other,  alone  by  himfelf.  Of  which 
I  have  feen,  of  each  fort,  not  a  few.  Wherein,  efpecially 
in  thofe  of  the  elder  fort,  he  writes  and  ftyles  himfelf, 
îBccanus  Œïjristtnnttntts  ©ant."  Theimprefs  of  this  Jignet 
I  have  never  feen  ;  but  others  of  rural  rjennrtes  of  the 
diocefe  of  Canterbury  are  fubjoined  ; — two  of  them  bear- 
ing a  very  favourite  emblem  of  ecclefiaftical  feals  ;  viz. 
the  Virgin  Mother  and  the  Infant  Jefus — the  church  of 
the  place,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  iJcanry,  being, 
in  all  fuch  cafes,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary. 

On  the  feal  of  the  rural  ÎJcanrj)  of  Sutton  Valance,  the 
Virgin  Mary  is  reprefented  on  a  richly-canopied  throne, 
with  a  crown  upon  her  head,  and  a  glory  encircling  it  ; 
in  her  right  hand,  the  Infant  with  a  fimilar  glory  ;  and  in 


her  left,  a  fceptre. — The  infeription,  Jbtgt'Uù  Ùecano  bfca 
natus  be  Sbuttcn  ïTalans.    An  impreffion  of  this  feal  was 


Sect.  XL] 


authentic  j&eal. 


403 


kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  the  dean  of  Norwich,  from 
the  collection  of  his  friend  Dr.  Sutton. 

In  Mr.  Lewis's  plate  of  Seals,  prefixed  to  his  work  introduction, 
On  the  Antiquity  and  Ufe  of  Seals  in  England,  we  have  I 
{fig,  3.)  an  engraving  of  the  feal  of  the  ïieanry  of  Dover. 


The  imprefs  is  the  reprefentation  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  to 
whom  the  church  of  Dover  is  dedicated,  crowned,  with 
the  Infant  Saviour  in  her  arms.  .  .  .  The  legend  or  in- 
fcription — Sbtgt'U.  fcccanntg  tie  Douer. 

Not  muchunlike  is  the  feal  belonging  to  the  ticnnry  Hiptory  of  Kent, 

of  Ofpringe  in  Kent,  which  has  on  it  the  Virgin  Mary  jaCob-s  ////tory 

of  Faver/ham, 

x^S^  p.  1 6.  pï.  2.  f.  3. 


10  1 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  II, 
p.  336. 


crowned,  with  a  fceptre  in  her  left  hand  ;  and  the  Infant, 
with  a  glory  round  his  head,  in  her  right  ;  and  round  the 
margin,  Sbtgîllû  ÎJccam  bccanattts  tie  (©sprcng.  The  matrix 
of  this  feal,  Mr.  Jacob  informs  us,  was  found  at  Wye  in 
the  county  of  Kent  ;  and,  Dr.  Pegge  fays,  was  in  the 
poffefîion  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Taylor  of  Bifrons  (A.D. 
mdcclxxviii).  It  is  probably,  Dr.  Sutton  thinks,  at  the 
prefent  time,  in  the  archives  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge — a  point  which  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
afcertaining,  but  which  others,  with  greater  facilities  of 
reference,  may  follow  up. 

"  The  tican  of  Burcefter,"  fays  the  antiquarian  lrifto- 
rian  of  that  place  and  Ambrofden  &c,  "  had  a  feal  of 
his  office,  which  was  found  among  the  ruins  of  the 
adjoining  fort  of  Allchefter,  of  which  a  double  impref- 
fion  in  wax  is  to  be  found  before  and  after  the  manu- 
fcript  Hijîory  of  Allchejier,  of  which1  the  figure  is  a 
pelican  {landing  on  a  font,  or  other  pedeftal,  opening 
her  breaft  with  her  bill,  and  feeding  a  brood  of  young 
ones  with  her  own  blood;  as  tradition  goes  of  that 
indulgent  bird  :  the  form  of  the  feal  (agreeable  with 
the  moft  ancient)  is  oblong  oval;  and  round  the  mar- 
gin, nigh  the  extremity  of  the  circumference,  is  this 


(')  This  imprefs  the  Editor  believes  to  have  been  not  unufual  on 
ecclefiaftic  feeds.  He  has  one  of  the  officiality  of  Dorfet,  from  the  late 
Craven  Orel's  Collection,  bearing  the  like  imprefs,  with  j&tgtllum  ©ffi- 
rialitattg  3Bor$ette  as  its  legend.  It  is  an  effigy  which  is  frequently 
found  on  fonts  and  other  church  furniture.  On  the  top  of  a  magnificent 
oak  canopy  to  a  font  in  North  Walfliam  Church,  Norfolk,  there  is  a 
beautiful  pelican  :  and  the  brafs  reading-deik  defcribed  in  Britton's 
Norwich  Cathedral  as  an  eagle,  is  undoubtedly,  Mr.  J.  A.  Repton  fays, 
a  pelican. 
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infeription,  Sb.  Decant  33crcncestuc.  Under  the  imprefs 
the  author  of  the  laid  manufcript  has  put  this  note  :  '  The 
infeription  of  this  feal  is,  Sbtgt'llum  Decant  ^crcnccstrie, 
fhewing  it  to  be  the  feal  of  thé  ïican  of  Burcefter  ;  but 
whether  rural  or  catftctfrnl  I  know  not  ;  only  it  was  found 
at  Allchefter  within  mentioned.'  Burcefter  moft  cer- 
tainly had  never  any  catïjeîïral  dignity,  but  is  ftill  the 
head  of  a  rural  bcancry." 

This  feal  I  cannot  difcover,  after  affiduous  fearch,  to 
have  been  ever  publifhed  ;  though  it  would  appear,  from  j 
a  letter  of  White  Kennett's,  dated  Edmund  Hall,  July  7,  sfi>**nbo. 

7  Parochial  Anti- 

mdcxciv.,  and  addreired  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blackwell,  rector  iu[ties-  Vol  »- 
of  Brampton  in  Northamptonihire,  to  have  been  his  in- 
tention to  have  had  it  engraven.  For  he  writes  :  "  The 
figure  of  the  church  of  Burcefter,  and  the  feal  of  that 
Ùcancry,  mult  be  inferibed  to  you,  becaufe  of  your  late 
relation  to  that  place,  though  I  am  very  tender  of  putting 
you  to  any  expence  in  thefe  hard  times." — The  qualms 
here  alluded  to,  I  fear,  deterred  the  parochial  antiquary 
from  eventually  calling  on  his  friend  for  the  needful  out- 
lay. The  church  appears  without  the  feal.  And  I  have 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  recover  either  the  matrix,  or 
the  imprejjion  attached  to  the  Jïls.  hiftory  referred  to. 
They  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  London  or  Oxford. 
Potfibly,  Dr.  Bandinel  informs  me,  the  Jïts.  hiftory,  with 
the  double  inipreffion  of  the  feal,  may  be  at  Peterborough  ; 
as  Kennett,  in  mdccxii.  (then  îïcan  of  Peterborough),  gave 
to  that  cathedral  a  large  collection  of  Jïlss.,  in  which  it 
may  have  been  included.  I  have  attempted  in  vain  to 
afcertain  the  fact. 

All  the  rural  bcanrtes  of  the  diocefe  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  {gift- qf Norfolk, 

'  Vol.  I.  p.  473. 

Blomeheld  tells  us,  had  peculiar  feals  appropriated  to  vol.  n.  P.  52. 
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Hifl.  of  Norfolk, 
Vol.n.  p.  227. 


See  Vol.  vu. 
p.  363.  4:  note  8. 


them.  Several  of  them  he  had  feen  ;  but  had  never  met 
with  that  of  the  large  and  important  tJcannj  of  Rockland- 
Toft,  nor  with  that  of  Thetford. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that,  of  the  many  he  had 
feen,  he  has  defcribed  only  two,  viz.  thofe  of  Fincham 
and  Norwich,  and  has  engraved  only  the  latter.  a  I  have 
now  by  me,"  fays  the  hiftorian,  "  the  probate  of  the  will 
of  Thomas  Wefthowe  of  Boketpn,  at  Downham  in  Nor- 
folk, dated  the  fixteenth  of  Dec.  mccccxiii.,  proved  by 
Hugh  Birdham,  bean  of  Fincham  ;  to  which  is  affixed  an 
oblong  feal  of  red  wax  ;  the  imprefs,  a  bird,  probably 
a  finch,  on  a  tree,  and  a  ftar  in  chief;  and  this  legend, 
SrîgîIIum  tfccanatus  ïrc  jppneijam,  expreffing  both  his  own, 
and  his  ÎJcancrg's  name,  in  that  device."  Mr.  Blomefield 
has  given  a  lift:  of  the  titans  of  Fincham  from  the  year 
mccl.,  to  the  year  mdxviii.,  but  no  impreflion  of  their 

pl-s£  \     ^n  the  third  volume  of  the  fame  work,  on  a  plate 
voi.iv.  P. 572.  I  facmg  p.  l.  /fy.  163.  is  an  engraving  of  the  feal  of  the 
rural  ùran  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  with  this  infeription, 
s\  DfmÂNi. xonwiai. âd.qâvsâs.1    This  ijeanrn,  which  was 


( 1  )  This  feal,  Mr.  J.  A.  Repton  thinks,  is  of  early  date  ; — the  ornament 
of  leaves  bein<x  fomewhat  limilar  to  the  late  Xormans. 
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inftituted  A.D.  mccxvi.,1  (earlier,  Dr.  Sutton  thinks,  than] 
any  other  in  Norfolk)  was  perpetually  united,  A.D. 
Mcccxxix.,  to  the  contiguous  bcanrp  of  Taverham.  The 
laft  collation  to  it  appears  to  have  been  A.D.  mdxix.  A 
lift  of  the  Ûcans  is  given  by  Blomefield,  from  the  year 
mccxvi.  to  the  year  mdxix. 

The  beanry  of  Hingham  in  Norfolk,  like  the  other 
rural  îïcanries  alluded  to,  had  its  peculiar  feal;  which,  by 
the  kindnefs  of  Dr.  Sutton,  (at  the  felicitation  of  the 
Hon.  and  very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Norwich,)  I  am  enabled 
to  lay  before  my  readers.  Its  imprefs  is  curious — pro-  ■ 
bably  intended  to  reprefent  Saint  Andrew's  crofs — the 
faint  to  whom  the  church  of  Hengham  was  dedicated  ? 


The  legend,  Sbtgllu  .  ÎJEConatus  :  ht  .  ^cngfjam  .  Mr. 
Blomefield  gives  a  lift  of  the  ïreans  of  Hingham  or 
Henirham,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Taxatio  Ecclef. 

._,  ,°  .         „  A  P.NichoIai.p.85. 

Nicholas,  trom  the  year  mcccvii.  to  the  year  mcccclxvii. 

The  laft  rurt-î3ccanal  feal  of  the  diocefe  of  Norwich 
I  have  to  defcribe,  is  that  of  the  ijcanrg  of  Breccles  ;  the 


(')  Though  inftituted  at  this  date  perhaps,  Dr.  Sutton  difeovers  from 
the  diocefan  reeords  that  the  Dcanrn  of  Norwich  was  not  collated  I»  till 

A. I).  MCCCXXIX. 
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collations  to  which  commence  in  the  year  mcccxx.,  and 
clofe  in  the  year  mcccclxvi.  Blomefield  has  not  noticed 
this  feal,  or  the  preceding.    Its  appearance  here  is  owing 


Taxatio  Ecclef. 
P.Nicholai,p.85. 


to  the  friendly  exertions  of  Dr.  Pellew,  in  illuftration  of 
my  refearches. 

The  effigy  upon  the  feal  is  the  head  of  Saint  John  the 
Baptift  ;  to  whom,  in  all  likelihood,  the  church  of  Breccles 
is  dedicated.  The  infcription  is,  gbi'gtllum  îjecanat  be 
23recclgS.  In  the  Taxatio  Ecclejîajîica  of  Pope  Nicholas, 
the  ùcanrrj  bears  the  title  of  Becanatus  fa  23rcclis. 

Of  the  ancient  rurt-foetanal  feals  of  the  archdeaconries 
of  Chefter  and  Richmond  I  have  not  been  able  to  re- 
cover a  fingle  impreffion.  But  Mr.  Ormerod  has  given 
us,  in  his  Hijlory  of  Cliejhire,  an  engraving  of  the  feal 
of  the  general  rural  bean  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Chefter, 
at  prefent  in  ufe  ;  which,  he  fays,  appears  to  be  copied 
from  that  ufed  by  the  rural  Irtan  of  Macclesfield,  pre- 
vious to  the  confolidation  of  the  rural  ïfcanrtcs  of  the 
diocefe. — This  feal,  in  the  abfence  of  earlier  and  more 
interefting  fpecimens  of  the  feparate  rural  taanries,  I 
have  configned  to  the  hands  of  the  engraver.    But  the 
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imprefs  is  feemingly  nothing  more  than  a  stiff  and  ugly 
reprefentation  of  Eaftham  Church  (as  I  am  told — not 


Macclesfield  —  as  would  be  inferred  from  Ormerod) 
within  an  oval,  or  rather  ovoid,  flowered  border,  bearing 
the  date  of  mdcclvii. 

To  what  diocefe  the  annexed  feed  of  the  rural  Geanrrj 
of  Newcaftle  is  to  be  appropriated — whether  to  that  of 
Durham  or  that  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  determine.     The  Taxatio  Ecclejiajtica  of  Pope  Taxatio  Eccti'f. 
Nicholas  notices  a  bcanrrj  of  Newcaftle,  under  the  title  of 1  pp.^42,°3iG. 
Becanatus  3<obt  Castrt,  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Stafford, 
and  a  fécond  under  the  fame  title  in  the  archdeaconry 
of  Northumberland.    The  feal  is  from  the  valuable  col- 
lection of  Mr.  Doubleday  of  Little  Ruffel  Street,  London  ; 
who  hazards  no  opinion  as  to  which  of  the  ÏJccanatcs 
of  Newcaftle  it  appertains  to — whether  to  that  which 
derives  its  name  from  Newcaftle-upon-Tyne,  or  New- 
caftle-under-Line.  The  legend  reads,     Dccanatus  Kobt 
©astr.  The  effigy  is  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  an  ecclefiaftic, 1 
under  a  canopied  throne,  holding  a  crofier  in  his  right 1 
hand,  and  in  his  left  hand  the  head  of  Saint  John  the 
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Baptift.  At  the  bafe  is  reprefented  the  head  of  the 
Baptift,  in  a  falver. 


An  intereûingyëa?  of  a  foreign  rural  fccanrrj  (from  the 
collection  of  Dr.  Sutton  of  Norwich)  follows.  It  exhi- 
bits the  Agnus  Dei — the  lamb,  crofs,  and  banner — the 
appropriate  emblem  of  the  triumph  of  Chriftianity  over 


Paganifm. — From  the  infeription,  Sbt'gi'Uft  IDctanatus  to 
(Tastroltïn,  it  would  appear  to  be  the  fed  of  the  rural 

Hoffman.  Le.ti-  A  1  • 

con.  Univ.  Vol. i.  ïrcanrn  of  Château  du  Loire  (Caftrum  ad  Lœdwm.  Caftrum 

pp.  759, 760.  m  _  .  .  p 

Liai,  or  Caftrum  Lddiurn),  in  the  province  of  Le  Mans 
in  France.    I  know  nothing  of  its  hiftory. 

I  with  it  were  in  my  power  to  add  to  this  beautiful 
fpecimen  a  few  more  examples  of  foreign  type  ;  but 
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none  have  fallen  in  my  way,  with  any  claim,  or  rather 
pretence,  to  admiffion  here1. 

In  bringing  to  a  clofe  thefe  few  notices  of  rurt-bccnnal 
feah,  and  of  the  powers  entrufted  to  them  as  legal 
inftruments  of  ratification,  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  I 
that  Archbiftiop  Stratford,  in  his  Statuta  et  Ordinationes  cc.M.n.etH. 

.  •  ,       Vol.  II.  p.  694. 

pro  regimine  curice  de  Arcubus  {A.B.  mcccxlii.),  while  he 
difallows  the  authority  of  the  feal,  to  the  extent  of 
interfering  with  the  privileges  of  the  Court  of  Arches,  for 

(')  A  feal,  of  no  great  antiquity,  of  an  arcfipricst  of  Leodium,  is 
figured  in  The  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  October  mdcccix.  Vol.  lxxix.  i 
Part  ii.  p.  913.  PI.  2.  The  correfpondent  of  Mr.  Nichols  ftates  it  to  be  of 
brafs  or  mixed  metal,  with  evident  marks  of  the  hammer  having"  been  ufed 
in  making  the  impreffions.  It  came  into  his  hands  in  mdcclxviii.  ;  having 
been,  fome  time  before,  found  at  Golfpie,  in  the  county  of  Sutherland. 

The  imprefs  exhibits  a  mitred  ecclefiaftic  in  canonical  attire,  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  and  an  intervening  crozier.    The  form  is  oval.  The 


epigraph,  sigillum*akchypresbiteri * leodiensis.      The   letters  quite 

modern.    Although  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  eminent  antiquary  as  the  The  Rev.  Thos. 

feal  of  a  uean  rural,  I  cannot  fubferibe  to  the  opinion,  without  firft  ^  l°ssF  R  A 
learning  the  general  type  of  fuch  feah,  their  legends  &c,  on  the  conti- 
nent.   It  has  no  refemblance  to  the  feal  of  the  Gallican  tieanrn  juft 

now 
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Reformatio  Le- 
gum,  p.  303.  de 
Reguiis  Juris. 


judicial  matters,  that  is,  matters  not  legally  belonging  to 
■  the  rural  bean's  jurisdiction,  (to  ratify  which  the  feal, 
perhaps,  had  been  fometimes  improperly  applied) — (till, 
I  in  all  fuch  cafes,  as  were  under  Otho's  contemplation  at 
the  time  of  paffing  his  ftatute,  the  archbimop  admits  the 
validity,  of  the  rural  feal,  and  orders  it  to  be  refpected 
j  in  his  court: — "In  certificatoriis  citationum,  executionum, 
I  et  al  brum  mandator  urn,  a  Juperbribus  fuis  ordinariis  vel 
delegatis   commijjormn,  eifdem  Uteris  ipforum  bccnnorum 
figillo  officii  ÏJccanatus  hujufmodi  co;fignatis,juxta  mentem 
Jiatuti  prccdicti  fidem,  columns  adhiberi." 

In  the  Reformatio  Legum  Eccle/iajticarum,  the  authentic 
fiais  of  all  church  functionaries,  then  propofed  to  be 
received  as  fuch  in  England,  are  enumerated,  and  the 
cuftody  of  them  regulated.  But,  whether  thofe  of  brans 
rural  are  included,  I  muft  leave  to  the  reader  to  deter- 
mine, after  perilling  the  final  claufe  de  Regulis  Juris: — 
"  Autentica  Jlgdla  declaramus  nqjira,  archiepifcoporum, 
epî/coporwm,  ïjccanorum,  ecclejiarum  cathedral,  et  earundem 
ecclejiarum,  capituhram,  archidiaconorum,  et  connu  officia- 
lium.     Quce  penes  ipfos  out  ipforum  legitimos  deputatos,  et 


now  defcribed — that  of  Chàteau-du-Loire  ; — none  whatever  to  our  infu- 
lar  feeds  of  rural  trans,  who  never  bear  the  title  of  arrftprirSt  on  their 
fignets.  Confequentlv,  there  is  no  reafonable  foundation  for  the  fuppo- 
iition  that  the  feal  belonged  to  the  rural  ÎJran  of  Leeds  in  Yorkfliire. 
Far  more  probable  the  notion,  that  would  appropriate  it  to  the  arrb- 
preébeter  of  Liege,  the  urban  Dean  of  the  cathedral  city  of  the  province 
of  the  fame  name  in  the  Netherlands.  Or,  pofhbly,  it  may  be  the  feal 
of  one  of  the  Roman-Catholic  arcbprtc$t5  who  ruled  the  papifts  of 
England  before  they  had  a  titular  epifcopal  hierarchy.  That  the  reader 
may  be  enabled  to  form  his  own  judgment  upon  it,  I  have  caufed  au 
accurate  copy  to  be  taken  from  the  valuable  repertory  of  Mr.  Nichols. 


Sect.  XL] 


Authentic  Seal. 


413 


nullo  modo  apud  fuos  Regijlrarios,  feu  Actoram  fcribas 
cujîodiri  volumus."  The  decifion,  I  fear,  muft  be  againft 
us; — that  though  the  ecclefiaftical-law  reformers  in- 
tended to  have  made  us  moft  efficient  fpiritual  watch- 
men in  our  refpective  diftricts  of  fupervifion,  as  the 
extracts  adduced  in  earlier  pages  abundantly  demon- 
strate, they  never  contemplated  the  reftoration  of  our 
feal  of  office,  and  the  branches  of  jurifdiction  formerly 
connected  with  it1. 

It  has  been  elfewhere  ftated  {fee  Part  in.  Sect.  n. 
p.  131.)  that  rural  beans  were  for  a  long  while  appointed 


(')  To  the  period  of  this  church-law  reformation  belongs  the  curious 
feal  of  the  rural  ïlcanrn  of  Sunning  in  Berklhire,  a  peculiar  of  the  tatlje- 
Dral  or  urban  titan  of  Salisbury,  defcribed  by  Sir  W.  Blackftone  in  the  third 


volume  of  the  3rcha:ologta,  p.  414.    The  infeription  is,  sigillv  :  regiae  : 

MAIESTATIS  :  AD  :  CAVSAS  :  ECCLESIASTICAS  PRO  :  DECANATV  :  DE  :  SONNYNG. 

The  learned  judge  fuppofes  it  to  be  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 

It 


De  9(rcf)iyvcêb. 
five  Sccaniâ 
9î lira li bus,  c.  v. 
p.  95. 


2>îê.  2Jt>Nnï>a, 
Parochial  Anti- 
quities, Vol.  IL 
p.  357. 


414 

personal  ^functions.                  [Part  IV. 

Cmijl.  Dom. 
Othon.  p.  G8. 
Edit.  Oxon. 

See  Oughton's 
Ordo  Judicio- 
rum,  Tit.  xxvi. 
XLVIII.  Vol.1, 
pp.  51,  81. 

by  the  diocefan  without  any  formal  commiiïîon  inferiptis, 
but  were  inverted  in  the  office  by  the  delivery  of  the 
common  feal  (fuch  as  we  have  been  defcribing)  ; — which, 
at  the  death  of  each  bean,  was  returned  to  the  bifhop, 
or  committed  into  cuftody  by  his  order,  to  be  given  to 
a  fucceffor,  at  the  bifhop's  nomination. 

To  this  (impie  method  of  inveftiture,  recommended 
as  it  is  by  its  antiquity,  I  can  fee  no  reafonable  objec- 
tion, if  the  bifhops  mould  think  fit  to  revive  it.    But,  as 
other  methods  of  inftitution  or  admiffion  are  equally 
good  and  valid,  it  might  not  be  worth  while  to  reftore 
the  rurt-tiecanal  feal  for  that  purpofe  alone.    Beans  rural 
however,  whether  inftituted  by  fuch  an  inftrument  or 
not,  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  ufe  of  a  feal  after 
inveftiture.    The  Conjt  itution  of  Cardinal  Otho  enacts, 
a  Ut  figillum  habeant  non  folùm  archiep'feopi,  et  epifcopi, 
fed  etiam  eorum  officiates.    Item  abbates,  priores,  et  becant, 
archidiaconi,  et  eorum  officiates,  et  becant  rurales  &c."  It 
even  ftates  what  characters  are  to  be  engraven  on  the 
feal  of  the  bean  rural  as  a  temporary  functionary,  and 
fafhions  the  inftrument  to  his  hand,    Nor  is  this  all  ; — ■ 
Oiuditon  favs,  that  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Arches 
would  refpect  the  fignet,  if  it  were  prefented,  in  modern 

It  cannot  be  confidered  a  rural  Dean's  feal,  properly  fo  called,  that  is, 
in  the  fenfe  of  thofe  we  have  been  fpeaking  of.    But  it  is  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  peculiar  jurifdiction  of  the  Dean  of  Sarum  may  have  been 
originally  veiled  in  the  rural  Dean  of  Sunning,  as  an  independent  func- 
tionary ;  who,  like  certain  of  his  compeers,  enjoyed  lundry  prefcriptive 
rights,  and  exercifed  fundry  official  powers,  independent  of  the  diocefan 
(witnefs  the  Deang  of  Manchefter  and  many  others),  till  the  rural  tean- 
ghtp,  with  its  appendent  jurifdiction,  merged  in  the  urban  or  cathedral 
Deanghip  of  the  parent  fee. 
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days,  as  an  authentic  infiniment,  for  the  ratification  of 
fuch  documents  as  were  originally  intended  by1  the 
Legatine  Conjlitution  to  be  authenticated  by  it. 

Would  there,  then,  under  thefe  circumftances,  be  any 
impropriety  in  reftoring  to  the  ïjean  rural  the  actual  ufe 
of  his  official  Jïg il  ?    Nay — to  go  a  ftep  farther — would 
not  benefit  be  likely  to  accrue  from  fuch  a  meafure  ? — 
By  fome,  perhaps,  the  feal  might  be  looked  upon  as  a 
mere  bauble — neither  convertible  to  good  nor  ill — a 
ufelefs  implement  of  office.  But,  with  deference,  I  would 
fay,  while  it  could  do  no  harm,  in  the  keeping  of  a 
truftworthy  officer,  (for  to  his  legitimate  powers  it  could 
add  nothing,)  it  would,  at  leaft,  give  an  air  of  authority 
to  fuch  epifcopal  or  archidiaconal  mandates  as  might  be 
circulated  by  the  tfenn's  inftrumentality  ; — it  would  ftamp 
an  official  character  on  his  correfpondence  with  fuperior 
functionaries,  would  authenticate  his  Acta  Vifitationis, 
or  articles  of  parochial  inquiry,  and  other  returns  to 
the  bifhop  or  archdeacon;   and  perhaps  folicit  from 
churchwardens  more  attention  to  written  precepts  and 
inflructions,  which  the  Ùcart  might  have  occafion  to  ifïue 
in  fupport  of  order  and  difcipline. 

As  to  the  type  and  legend  of  fuch  a  feal,  the  effigy 
fhould  have  relation  to  the  matrix  ecclejia  of  the  trcanry 
— the  church  whence  the  ecclefiaftical  divifion  derives 
its  name — a  representation  of  the  fabric  of  which,  or 
of  its  tutelary  faint,  fhould  supply  the  imprefs.  The 
infeription  fhould  be  ftrictly  official,  not perfonal — in  com- 
pliance with  the  legatine  canon,  which  orders  that  the 

Conjt.  bum. 
Othun.  p.  69. 
gl.  in  voce  Jigil- 
lum  fuum. 

Ayliffe's  I'arer- 
gon,  1.  C.  A. 
1>.  483. 

(  '  )  SBcnng  arc  now  feldom  applied  to  for  their  feals  ;  and  therefore  the 
Conjlitution  feems  to  be  grown  obfolete,  though  (till  in  force. 
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figil  of  the  tstun  rural  "  tantùm  nomen  officii  habeat  infculp- 
tum  ;"  a  claufe  farther  explained  by  John  de  Athon,  who 
fays,  that  though,  in  relation  to  ÎJeans  rural  and  officials  the 
figil  be  fpoken  of  as  "Jigillum fuum"  it  is  only  "  tempora- 
lité)' eis  commi/Jiim  ;  non  enim  habent  dominium  illius.,' 

Such  afeal  I  have  devised  for1  the  rural  fccanrg  with 
which  I  am  connected.    The  device  is  from  an  ancient 
feal  of  the  founder  of  the  chantry  or  chapel  of  All  Saints 
in  the  hamlet  of  Knighton,  in  the  parifh  of  Broad  Chalke. 

See  Bowles's 
Hundred  of 
Chalice,  pp.  308, 
309. 

(')  The  Deanvg  of  Chalke  in  Wiltfliire.    It  appears  from  the  civil  divi- 
fion  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  according  to  Tejla  de  Neville,  that  the  abbefs 
of  Wilton,  in  the  time  of  Henry  HI.  or  beginning  of  Edward  I.,  held,  of 
the  king,  five  knights'  fees  ;  but  that  Chalke  (or  Chelehe,  as  the  word  is 
written  in  Domesday-book)  was  the  Caput  Baroniœ.    In  the  ecclefiajlical 
divifion,  the  church  of  Broad  Chalke  may  be  fairly  called  the  mater  eccle- 
fiarum  of  the  Dtanrg  ;  and  certain  it  is,  that  its  fuperiority  amongft  the 
neighbouring  pariflies  of  Ebbesbourne,  Burgh  or  Bower  Chalke,  and 
Fifield,  was  admitted  by  them  ;  inafmuch  as  parts  of  the  boundary  fence 
of  the  churchyard  of  the  larger  parifh  areftill  kept  in  repair.by  the  fmaller. 
The  church  is  the  handfomeft  edifice  in  the  vale,  as  well  as  the  largeft. 

The  other  ruri-Uecaital  feals  of  the  diocefe  of  Salisbury  (where  alone, 
I  believe,  fuch  inftruments  are  in  ufe  in  modern  days)  have  the  imprefs 
of  the  See  of  Sarum,  viz.  the  Virgin  and  Child,  with  their  ufual  inferip- 
tion  of  j&tgtllum  ÏJecant  fcccanattig  ïic  2&tlton,  or  whatever  may  be  the 
name  of  the  ucanrg. 
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SECTION  XII. 


Taxes  collected  by  3Bean2  Mural. 


^fffift  H  E  taxes  impofed  upon  the  clergy,  under 
the  name  of  papal  and  royal  Jubfidies  ftrft- 
fruits,  and  tenths1,  together  with  fynodals  or 
cathedratica2 ,  paid  by  the  parochial  clergy 
in  token  of  fubjection  to  the  epifcopal  chair,  were  here- 


Kennett's  Paro- 
chial Antiq. 
Vol.  n.  p.  363. 


fiiblbn's  Codex 
I.  E.  A.  Tit. 
xxxv.  cap.  n. 
p.  828,  note. 

Gibfon's  Codex 
I.E.  A.  Tit.  vin. 
cap.  I.  Vol.  I. 
p.  171,  and  ft  e 
Tit.XLii.  cap.  ix. 


(')  In  the  times  of  popery,  the  kings  of  England,  on  feveral  occaiions, 
obtained  leave  of  the  Popes  to  receive  the  tenth  part  of  fpiritual  promo- 
tions, for  a  certain  term  of  years  ;  efpecially,  in  order  to  maintain  and 
fupport  the  wars  of  the  Holy  Land. 

(2)  "  In  honour  of  the  cathedral  church,  and  in  token  of  fubjection  to 
it,  as  the  bifhop's  fee,  every  parochial  minifter  within  the  diocefe  pays 
to  the  bifhop  an  annual  penlion,  called  anciently  e  at  he  dr  aïe  urn.  This 
acknowledgment  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  rife  from  the  eftablifhment  1  Vol.  n.  p.  976 
of  diftinct  parifhes,  with  certain  revenues,  and  thereby  the  feparating  of 
thofe  diftricts  from  the  immediate  relation  they  had  borne  to  the  ca- 
thedral church.  By  the  council  of  Bracara,  this  penlion  is  called  Honor 
Cathedra  EpifcopaUs,  and  reftrained  (if  it  was  not  limited  before)  to  two 
fhillings  each  church — ('  Placuit  ut  nullus  epifcoporum  per  fuarn  diœ- 
cefem  ambulans,  prceter  honorem  cathedra  fuœ,  id  eft,  duos  Jblidos,  aliud 
ali(]idd  per  eeclefias  tolled  :') — which  canon  became  afterwards  part  of 
the  canon-law  of  the  church,  with  this  glofs  upon  the  words  duos  folidos 
{ad  plus  :  minus  enim  aliquando  datur),  and  hath  been  received  in 
England,  as  in  other  churches,  under  the  name  of  Jynodaticum,  becaufe 
generally  paid  at  the  bifhop's  fynod  at  Eafter."  See  alfo  Father  Paub 
of  Beneficiary  Matters,  chap.  x.  p.  32.  and  notes  there;  Hayes's  Tranf- 
latUm; — and  the  bifhop  of  Meath's  (A.D.  mdcxcvi.)  Tractatus  de.  Vifita- 
lionibus  Epifcopalibus,  c.  xxx.  pp.  74,  feqq. 
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Wilkins's  Leges 
Angl.  Sax. 
p.  335. 

CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.i.  p.  491. 
Cone.  Rotomag. 
Prov.  P.  I.  p.  93. 
Ex  Rog.  Hove- 
den.  in  anno. 
Vide  Scriptores 
poft  Bedam, 
p.  641. 


Ecclefiaji.  Laics, 
MCLXXXY1II.  3. 
note  (u). 


Parochial  Anti- 
quities,  \  oL  I. 
p.  179. 

Ex  Wharton's 
Angl.  Sacr.  P.  II 
p.  378. 


tofore  levied  by  rural  ÎJcans.  Thofe  of  a  public  nature 
they  certified  the  collection  of  to  their  fuperiors,  under1 
the  feal  of  their  office  ; — of  which  an  example  occurs 
in  the  Chronica  W.  Thorn.  ("  Certificatorium  ex  parte 
facant")  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  (A.D.  mccclxxxiv.) 

Two  centuries  before  this  date,  our  rural  functionaries 
were  actively  employed  in  collecting  the  "  Decimœ  Sa- 
ladinœ,  in  fubventionem  terra  Ierojblymitanœ" — 'when 
Henry  II.  determined  to  undertake  a  crufade  to  the 
Holy  Land  in  conjunction  with  the  king  of  France  and 
.earl  of  Flanders  {A.D.  mclxxxviii).  On  which  occafion 
the  tribute  was  ordered  to  be  levied  "  in  Jingvlis  paro- 
chiis,  prœfente  presbytero  parochiœ,  et  arcïjt'prcsbrjtno,  et 
aliis.;" — excommunication  having  been  previoufly  pro- 
nounced by  the  archbifhops,  bifhops,  and  artfjprtcsts  or 
fccans,  againfl  all  who  paid  not  the  faid  tenths  in  the 
prefence  of  the  faid  collectors. 

This  was  the2  firft  inftance,  Mr.  Johnfon  fays,  of 
paying  tenths.  But  it  was  not  the  firft,  apparently,  of 
tic  canal  collectorjhip  of  impojts  ;  for  in  the  fame  reign, 
fixteen  years  before,  while  the  king  was  detained  in 
Normandy  by  the  rebellion  of  his  fons,  JefFery,  his 
illegitimate  fon  by  Rofamund,  lay-bifhop  elect  of  Lin- 
coln, having  raifed  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  through 
j  his  diocefe,  and  fubfequently  determined,  upon  honoura- 


Jur.  Ecclef. 
Univ.  P.  II. 
Tit.  xxxv.  c.  III. 
p.  683. 


C)  .  ..."  In  cujus  rei  fyc.  figillum  officii  Decani  de  B.  prœfentibus  eft 
appenfum  fyc." 

(2)  "  Hie  notandum,"  fays  Van  Efpen,  "  antiquiorem  non  reperiri 
decimœ  hujus,  id  eji,  quœ  à  clero  régi  Jblvitur,  et  Gallico  idiomate  voca- 
tur  décimes,  injlitutionim.  Unde  et  ha  ne  eJJ'e  primam  decimam  clero 
impofdam,  quœ  vacatur  décima  Saladini,  conununitèr  notant  autores  de 
hâc  jpecie  decimœ  tractantes." 
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Karoli  Cutvi  et 
Succefforum 
Capitula,  v. 
c.  m.  p.  40. 


ble  and  prudential  motives,  to  refund  it  as  an  unne- 
cefTary  or  illegal  exaction,  caufed  it  again  to  be  diflri- 
buted,  by  the  rural  teans,  among  the  perfons  from  whom 
it  had  been  unjuftly  extorted  ; — the  fame  officers,  in 
all  probability,  having  been  the  agents  of  the  original 
levy. 

The  latter  date,  or  about  A.D.  mclxx.,  affords  the  j 
earlieft  notice  of  teans  in  the  capacity  of  public  tax- 
collectors,  civil  or  ecclefiaftical,  in  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.    But  in  the  fynodal  collections  of  ; 
France  they  appear  many  centuries  earlier.     In  the 
Capitula  of  Charles  the  Bald,  edited  by  Sirmond  (Pari- 
Jiis,  mdcxxiii.),  we  find  the  following  canon,  paffed  at  the 
fynod  of  Touloufe  (A.D.  dcccxliii.),  cap.  in.  ££  Ut  pre/- 
byteri  qui  propè  civitatem  quinque  miliaria  commanent, 
per  famulos  juos  prœdictam  difpenfam  reddi  in  civitate  cui  j 
juffèrit  civitatis  epifcopus,  faciant.    Qui  autem  longiùs  ab  j 
urbe  commanent,  Jiatuant  epifcopi  loca  convenientia  per 
tetanias,  Jîcùt  conjîituti funt  artfjt'prtsbrjttri,  quo  Jlmilitvr  et 
eâdem  propbupiitate  cœteri  presbyteri  per  famulos  Juos 
debitam  difpenfam  artïjt'prtsbntîris  aut  epifcoporum  mini- 
Jtris  convenant,  &c." 

But  to  return  home  again  : — In  the  thirteenth  cen-  par0cn.  jnti$. 
tury,  the  Saladinides  again  appear,  and  teans  rural  as  \  ul^^w.' 
official  gatherers  of  them  in  England.     When  Pope 
Innocent  IV.  (A.D.  mccliii.)  granted  three  years'  tenths 
to  Henry  III.  of  all  the  fpiritualities  of  our  ifland,  and 
deputed  Walter  de  Suthfield,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  to  take  A ngl.  Sacr.  P.  I, 
the  valuation,  the  impojt  was  levied  (A.D.  mccliv.),  in \}cop.korw£/. 
each  teanry,  by  the  rural  tean,  affifted  by  three  rectors!  Ammi. Burton. 
or  vicars,  members  of  his  chapter  ;  who,  upon  oath,  cer 
tified  the  juftnefs  of  the  eflimate  of  every  church 


fub  anno,  p.  334. 
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Calpv. 


revenue  within  their  knowledge,  and  returned  the  fame, 
in  fcriptis,  to  the  bifhop1. 

*rtk61>,tuIftl  The  fame  rural  functionaries  were  valuators  under 
the  fubfequent  taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  IV.,  and  col- 
lected the  decimal  impojts  on2  the  eftimation  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  benefices,  commenced  in  the  year  mcclxxxviii. 

cc.M.B.etH.  and  completed  in  mccxcii.  by  John  de  Pontoys,  or  Pon- 
tiferra,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  Oliver  Sutton,  bifhop 
of  Lincoln,  the  principal  executors  under  the  Pope's 
Bull  for  granting  fix  years'  tenths  to  Edward  L,  towards 
defraying  the  expence  of  an  expedition  to  the  Holy 
Land. 

Tajcatio  Eccief.  '  The  taxation  of  the  years  mccliii.— mccliv.  is  fome- 
introduction  by  times  called  Pope  Innocent's  Valor,  fometimes  the  f  etus 
Valor,  and  fometimes  the  Norwich  Taxation  :  that  of 
mcclxxxviii.  has  been  fometimes  defcribed  under  the 
name  of  Verus  Valor.  IBcans  rural  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  generally  concerned  in  the  ecclejiajtical  valua- 


Pegge'a  Oroffe-  (')  "  The  value  of  benefices,"  fays  Dr.  Pegge,  "  would  be  often 
pendix,^o.'vm.  altering,  from  various  caufes ;  which  made  it  necelfary  for  valors  to  be 
renewed  from  time  to  time  :  but  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  a  new  one 
was  always  made  when  a  new  fubfidy  was  granted  either  to  the  king  or 
pope  ;  for,  on  many  occalions,  the  collectors,  no  doubt,  proceeded  by 
the  last  valor,  as  the  authentic  ftandard;  though,  in  other  cafes,  we  find 
the  former  taxations  fuperfeded  and  rejected,  and  a  new  one  expreffly 
directed  to  be  made.  This,  however,  may  be  concluded  ;  that  all  fab- 
fidies  granted  by  the  clergy  after  the  year  mccxxix.  (or  after  the  year 
mccxlv.,  if  a  new  ftandard  was  then  made),  and  before  the  year  mccliv., 
were  regulated  by  the  eftimate  of  the  year  mccxx.  ;  and  all  after  mccliv. 
went  upon  the  valuation  then  made,  till  mccxci." 

O  This  valuation  regulated  royal  and  papal  taxes  till  the  twenty- 
iixth  of  Henry  VIII.  See  Blomefield's  Norfolk,  Vol.  i.  p.  19.  note  9. 
2d  Edit. 


Sect.  XII.]                     ©ollecttng  Zaxt$. 

421 

tion  of  Henry  VIII.1,  though  the  names  of  perfons  holding 
the  office  are  recorded  at  the  head  of  each  fceanry,  in 
which  the  office  obtained  at  that  time.  Still,  as2  the  royal 
commiffion  authorifed  "  the   comyffioners  "  to  "  fende 
for  fuche  and  fo  many  of  the  bulhoppys  and  archidea- 
cons  fcribes  and  minifters  within  the  lymyttys  of  ther 
comiffion  as  they  mould  think  moofte  convenyent  for 
knowlaige  to  be  hadd  of  the  nombre  and  namys  of  all 
fccnrucs  rurall  within  the  lymytt  of  ther  comiffion  and  in 
whoys  dioces  or  jurifdiccon  the  faid  bennes  ben" — it  is 
probable  that  the  rural  beans  were  turned  to  ufeful 
account  by  "  the  comyffioners  :  "  and  in  one  particular 
inftance,  (that  of  the  bean  of  Hecham  in  the  diocefe  of 
Norwich,)  it  appears  that  li  the  comyffioners  "  did  avail 

Valor  Ecclef. 
Hen.  VIII. 
Royal  Injlruc- 
tions  for  talcing 
the  Survey. 

Vol.  vi.  T.  From 
the  Augmenta- 
tion Office.  See 
SJtypcnBir,  Nor- 
wich Documents. 

(  '  )  This  Valor  is  the  Report  of  an  Ecclefiaftical  furvey,  made  in  pur- 
fuanee  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  26  Henr.  VIII.  ;  and  returned  into  his 
Majefty's  Court  of  Fir/t  Fruits  and  Tenths,  for  afcertaining  the  yearly 
values  of  all  the  pofTeflions,  manors,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
appertaining  to  any  monaftery,  priory,  church,  parfonage,  vicarage,  free- 
chapel,  &c.  within  this  realm,  Wales,  Calais,  Berwick,  and  the  Marches. 

(2)  Extracted  from  the  J njt  ructions  as  they  appear  in  the  Valor  Eccle- 
fiajlicus,  Henr.  VIII.     "  Item  to  Scrcfte  and  knowe  the  nombre  and 
namys  of  évy  archidiaconry  and  DcimS  vutall  within  the  lymytts  of  ther 
comifTion  afwell  in  placis  exempt  as  not  exempt  and  in  whos  dyoces  or 
jurifdiccon  they  lien  and  the  hole  and  entire  yerly  value  of  évy  of  them 
as  well  in  spualities  as  in  temporalités  if  any  be  and  the  nombre  namys 
and  ctentie  of  the  temporalities  yf  any  be  and  where  they  lien  and  their 
diftinct  and  fevall  yerly  values  and  the  names  nombre  and  nature  of  the 
spualities  and  ther  fe.vall  yerly  values  coibs  annis  and  what  annuell  and 
ppetuall  rents  pennons  and  fees  for  receyvours  bailyffys  audito's  and 
ftewards  only  and  none  other  officers  ben  yerly  accuftumed  to  be  refolute 
and  paid  oute  of  any  of  the  faid  archidiaconrics  or  ocnrtrë  rural  I  and  the 
namys  of  the  pfons  to  whoine  fuche  rentts  penfions  and  fees  ben  yerly 
paid." 

SBatoe  Scclc?. 

Uonric.  VIII. 

Jnftructions. 
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StoDCnbijri  Nor- 
wich Documents, 


Gloff.  Arch. 
in  voce  p.  490. 


themfelves  of  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  "John 
Rufte,  titan  of  the  fccanrie  of  Hecham,"  to  obtain  the 
required  information — See  Dccanatus  de  Hecham.  Com. 
Norf.  ;  where  the  precept  to  the  faid  îjran  from  the  faid 
commiffioners  is  given.  But  fuch  employments  of  tïeans 
rural  are  foreign  to  the  fection  of  their  office  we  are  at 
prefent  engaged  upon  ;  which  is  the  collecting  eccleji- 
ajtical  taxes,  not  the  appreciation  of  ecclejïqftical  bene- 
fices. The  latter  branch  of  bccartal  duty  will  come  to  be 
difcuffed  under  capitular  functions,  and  therefore  we  fhall 
fay  no  more  about  it  here. 

Whether  it  was  a  general  cuftom  for  fceans  rural  to 
collect1  the  Rome-fcot  or   Rome-penny  ("  cenfus  annum 


Dr.  Brady  'sHiJi. 
of  England, 
pp.  1 08-9.  and 
notes  there. 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  i.  pp.  155, 
245,  302. 


CC.  M.  B  et  H. 
Vol.1,  p.  221. 


(l)  The  Hearth-penny,  as  it  was  called,  was  firft  impofed  by  Ina, 
king  of  Welfex  {A.D.  dccxxi.),  as  alms  to  au  Englifli  fehool  at  Rome. 
It  was  continued  by  Otfa,  king  of  Mercia,  {A.D.  dcclxxvii.),  and  by 
Ethelwolf  : — was  eftabliflied  by  the  laws  of  Canute  (cap.  9.)  ;  of  Edgar 
(cap.  54.)  ;  of  Edward  the  ConfelTor  (cap.  10.);  William  the  Conqueror 
(cap.  18.);  Henry  I.  (cap.  11.);  and  perpetuated,  with  a  temporary  fuf- 
penfion  only  during  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  till  Henry  VIII.,  who 
abrogated  it  {ann.  25.  c.  25).  It  was  revived  min.  1  &  2  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  finally  put  an  end  to  ann.  1  Elizab.  (cap.  1.) 

The  Collectors  in  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  as  appears  from  the 
LL.  presbyterorum  Nortkumbrenfium,  were  two  trufty  thegns  and  a 
presbyter  in  each  wapentake  of  the  kingdom  of  Northumbria — "  Duo 
fidèles  tliani  et  unus  presbyter  in  quolibet  ivapentachio  nominenlur,  ut 
eum  colligant,  ac  deinde  tradant  proud  audeant  jurare." 

One  half  only  of  the  annual  penlion  was  appropriated  to  the  purpofe 
of  Ina's  bequeft  ;  the  other  went  to  the  perfonal  ufe  of  the  Pope  ; — and 
inftead  of  a  voluntary  donation,  the  Rome-fcot  became  a  Handing  tax. 
See  Uflerii  de  Ciiriftian.  Ecclef.  fuccejf.  et  Jtatu,  cap.  VI.  p.  220  ;  Ful- 
ler's Church  Hijt.  Cent.  xvi.  B.v.  p.  197  ;  Nath.  Bacon's  Hïjl.  Sf  Polit. 
Difcourfe,  Part  I.  p.  20  ;  and  particularly  Muratori  Antiq.  Med.  JEvi, 
Tom.  v.  col.  827.  a. 

The 
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unius  denarii  è  quâlïbet  familiâ,  Romœ  perfolutus  ad  feftum 
S.  Petri"  Spelman)  in  ail  ÎJEartues,  does  not  appear  :  but, 
as  the  bilhops  were  responfible  for  the  payment  to  the 
papal  chair,  it  is  probable  they  delegated  the  actual 
collecting  of  the  tribute  ("  a  fmall  fumme  in  the  fingle  Puller's  church 

11».  Hift.  Cent.  Vlll. 

drops,  but 1  f welling  great  in  the  general  chanel,")  to  the  b.ii.  p. 98. 
molt  truftworthy  perfonages  in  the  rural  church-police 
- — archdeacons  and  arcftprtcsts.    At  all  events,  it  is  cer- 
tain, the  latter  were  the  collectors  of  the  diocefe  of  Can-  Somner's  Anti- 
terbury.     The  hiftorian  of  the  antiquities  of  that  fee  terbury,  Part  I. 
informs  us,  in  the  brief  interlude  devoted  to  ïicans  rural,  p' 

The  reader  is  aware,  that  Hearth-penny  is  thought  to  be  the  origin  of 
Hearth-fiver,  alfo  called  Smoke-Jdver  ;  for  which  fee  Spelman  invoce  G.A. 
— Blount  fuggefts,  that  fmoke-fdver  and  fmoke-penny  are  ftill  paid  to  the 
ininifters  of  certain  pariffies,  and  conceived  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  tithe- 
wood,  fpent  for  fuel  in  the  pariflnoners'  houfes.  See  Blount's  Law 
Diet.  tit.  Smoke-fdver,  and  Ancient  Tenures  by  Beckwith.  4to.  edit.  p.  317. 
Smoke-filver  was  paid  to  the  Iheriff  of  Kent  as  a  condition  of  tenure  of 
a  houfe  and  appurtenances  at  Greenwich — 6d.  annually/ 

(')  A  J$g.  belonging  to  the  cathedral  of  Chichefter  fixes  the  rates 
at  which  the  feveral  diocefes  farmed  Peter-pence  to  the  Pope's  collector, 
as  follows  : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

.    ,  7 

18 

0 

17 

0 

0 

London 

.    .  10 

10 

0 

17 

6 

8 

5 

10 

0 

9 

0 

0 

,    .  21 

0 

0 

.    ,  10 

5 

0 

,  5 

0 

0 

Bath     .    .  . 

12 

0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

.    .  8 

0 

0 

11 

10 

0 

Hereford 

.    .  6 

0 

0 

See  Encyclopaedia  Metropolitana,  article  Peter-pence.  It  appears,  from 
Ducange,  that  Rome-fcot  was  paid  to  the  Pope  in  France,  Poland,  and 
Bohemia  ;  but  by  what  officers  it  was  collected,  is  not  ftated.  See 
Ducange,  in  v.  Denarius  S.  Petri. 
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a?ctuê  Sancti 
Sèinunti  ftc 
aiétium,  fol.  61. 
xxxi.  Tran- 
Icript.  fol.  166. 

in  the  chapter  on  the  ecclefiajtical  government  of  the  city, 
that  they  were  the  gatherers  of  the  hearth-pence  in  their 
refpective  tiecanatcs  within  that  diocefe.  And  Mr.  Battely, 
in  his  Appendix  to  Mr.  Somner's  Supplement,  has  pub- 
liflied  the  original1  injunction  of  the  archdeacon  under 
which  they  acted. 

It  is  probable,  too,  Mr.  Blomefield  fays,  that  the 
ïrrans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Norwich  collected  the  Rome- 
fcot  impoft  for  the  Pope.    But  in  the  diocefe  of  Sarum, 
it  appears,  from  a  document  preferred  in  the  mifcella- 
neous  collection  of  records  entitled  Heat'strum  Ibanctt 
©smtmrjt',  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  bifhop  of  Salisbury, 
that,  in  the  days  of  Hubert  Walter  (A.D.  mclxxxviii. — 
mcxciii.),  the  archdeacons  and  their  officials  were  col- 
lectors of  this  tax.     The  church  of  Fichelden  (now 
Figheldean),  and  another  called  Alwardbirie  (now  Alder- 
bury),  are  exempted  from  archidiaconal  jurifdiction,  fave 
in  this  one  particular — u  niji  tantiim  de  denario  Sancti 
Petri;"  in  refpect  of  which,  it  is  expreffly  ordered  "  tit 
refpondeant  archidiacono."    But  it  was  not  uncommon  for 
beans  rural  to  act  as  officials  to  archdeacons;  in  which 

panapitv  thpv  mav  havp  hppn  pmnlovpd  lipyp  as  Tiowp-Ccnt 

collectors  under  the  archdeacons. 

No.  xxxi.  p.  59. 
Part  II  Cantua- 
ria  Sana. 

(')  "  Autkoritate  a/pqftoRcâ  fingulis  archidiaronis  et  eoriun  qfficialibus 
commiffa  et  demandatâ,  nos  qfficialis  mon  emus  vos  redores,  vicarios, 
et  capellanos  ecclejiarum  iftius  lictanatùs  qui  denarios  Beati  Petri  eri- 
gere,  colligere,  et  levare  tenemini,  primo,  Jècundo  et  tertio,  peremptoriè 
in  hiis  feriptis,  quod  quilibet  vejlrum  quatenùs  denarios  hujufmodi  pro 
fuis  locis  teneatur  Jblvere  fcecano  vejlro,  citra  proximum  capttulum  in- 
tègre perjblvatis,  alioquin  ecclefias  7ion  folventium  denarios  hujufmodi 
per  peranum  loci  ipfà  authoritate  apo/lolicâ  ecclefajlico  fupponi  cano- 
nice  volumus  interdicto."  ("  Injunctiones  facienda?  et  legenda?  in  rapttu= 
lté  neneralibus  bis  in  anno  in  archidiaconatu  Cantuarienfi  celebrandis.") 
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A  Bull  of  Pope  John  XXII.,  addreffed  (amongft  fupe-  cc.M.B.etH. 
rior  prelates)  to  beans,  arrïjprtcsts,  and  plebans,  for  the  0l"n" r  3  ' 
fupport  of  apoftolical  Nuncios  in  England  and  France 
(A.D.  mcccxxvi.),  empowers  thofe  fpiritual  rulers,  through 
the  medium  and  with  the  fanction  of  the  prior  of  Saint 
Mary  Southwerke,  "  ad  colligend.  de  bonis  et  beneficiis 
quibufcunque  ecclejiajticis  tarn  in  Cantuar.  provinciâ,  quam 
Eboracen.  pro  Jingulis  marcis  Jingulos  quadrantes  &c." — 
and  bids  them  dépolit  all  funis  fo  collected,  without  dimi- 
nution, in  the  hands  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
in  truft  for  the  purpofes  fpecified,  viz.  certain  arduous 
and  important  matters  of  embaffage  to  King  Charles 
of  France,  and  King  Edward  and  Queen  Ifabella'  of 
England1. 

The  laft  tribute  I  have  to  mention,  as  being  gathered 
by  îïcans  rural,  is  the  fy nodal  or  cathedraticum — "  quod 
epijeopus  per  diœcejïni  ambulans,  in  honorent  cathedra  fuœ 
ab  ecclejiis  colligebat."  It  was  not,  however,  under  the 
former  title,  paid  to  the  bifhop  alone,  though  to  him 
alone  due  of  common  right.  The  archdeacon  fometimes 
claimed  it  upon  the  plea  of  compofition  and  prefcription. 
In  the  Conjtitutions  of  Giles  de  Bridport,  bifhop  of 
Sarum  {A.D.  mcclvi.),  we  read — "  Capeïïani,  perjonœ  vel  y^  Bjl\H 
vicarii  ecclejiarum  debent  fynodalia  ;  fcilicet  intra  quin- 
decim  dies  quilibet  capellanus  folet  dare  archidiacono  xn. 
denar.  ad  natale  Domini"  When  the  ïreans  of  tfjc  (ountrrj 
were  fubjected  to  archidiaconal  as  well  as  epifcopal  rule, 
and  were  minifterial  to  both  alike,  they  probably  re- 
ceived the  fynodals  of  both. 


Spelman.  Gluff. 
Archtcol.  p.  130, 


(')  .See  a  notu  e  of  Ocang  rural  as  receivers  of  money  collected  under 
the.  Brief  for  the  redemption  of  captives  from  the  Turks,  Auguft  10, 
mdclxx. — "EppcnDll",  Sarum  Documents. 
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Of  their  being  collectors  of  thefe  tributary  payments 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  their  diocefan,  the  proof  is 
clear,  from  a  document  ftill  extant,  under  the  form  of  a 
commijjion  from  the  primate,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
fee  of  Chichefter,  authorifing  the  rural  ïrean  of  Haftings 
Kennett's  wîê.  to  collect  them  '. — "  Commifllo  facta  per  Matth.  Cant. 
Parker,  p.  193.  |  Are'pnm  vacante  fede  Ciceflr.  dilecto  Jibi  in  Xto  Thomce 
Swayne  cTico  rectori  eccl.  de  FarJeigh  fcecano  ruralt  fceca- 
natûs  de  Hajtinges  ad  finodalia  per  iJecanatum  fimm  affig- 
nata  colligend.  intra  fejtum  S.  Lucœ  Evang.  (dat.  18.  Sept. 
MDLxvni.) — Again,  among  the  duties  of  the  fcctanal  office 
of  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  it  is  noticed,  in  a  patent  of  our 
gïppcnîm  (N°.  v.  Chefter  Patents),  as  incumbent  on  the 
patentee — "  Procurationes  ratione  vi/itationis  et  finodalia 
ratione  Jinodorum  nojlrorum,  de  tempore  in  tempus  debit, 
nomine  nojîro  petend.  et  exigend.  Recufantes  verb  procura- 
tiones hujufmodi  folvere  per  légitima  juris  remédia  compel- 
lend.  et  coercend."  See  alfo  in  the  gïppenïitx  (Diocefe  of 
Lincoln),  "  CommiJJio  ad  audiendum  Ratiocinia  de  reditibus 
archidiaconatns  vacantis"  N°.  vu. 
mit.  of  Norfolk,  The  Uean1  of  the  ijcanrg  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 
Mr.  Blomefield  informs  us,  deputed  his  sttrj-ÎJcan  to  col- 

( 1  )  A.D.  mcclxxxvi.  The  bean  of  the  teanrg  of  the  city  of  Norwich 
I  was  committed  to  cuftody,  on  one  occafion,  by  the  itinerant  juftices,  for 
exacting  hallidays  toll  by  his  gub-ÎJean,  in  too  high  a  manner  ;  but  on 
his  proving  that  he  took  of  every  great  boat  that  came  up  to  the  city  on 
a  holiday  Id.  only,  and  of  each  fmall  one  a  halfpenny  ,•  of  every  cart 
Id.,  and  of  every  horse  or  man  laden,  an  halfpenny  ;  and  of  all  bakers, 
butchers,  and  fifhmongers,  that  fold  their  commodities  on  a  holyday,  Id. 
each  ;  and  that  his  predeceflors  always  had  immemorially  taken  it  ;  he 
was  difcharged. — Something  of  the  fame  kind  is  related,  in  T.  Martin's 
history,  respecting  the  dues  exacted  by  the  rural  ucan  of  Thetford. 
Dr.  Sutton's  JÏÏ<J.  Setter. 


Blomefield's 
Norfolk,  V.  IV. 
p.  63. 
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led  the  fynodals,  procurations,  &c.  for  him  ;  he  being 
anfwerable  to  the  archdeacon  for  16s.  fynodals  every 
Easter,  and  as  much  every  Michaelmas  ;  which  he  was 
to  receive  for  him  of  the  clergy  of  his  fceanrg,  eftimated 
at  20s.  The  îïcan  of  Taverham  paid  to  the  archdeacon 
20s.  at  Eafter  and  Michaelmas  ;  the  fynodals,  due  at 
each  feafon,  from  each  church,  being  6d.  It  feems, 
alfo,  from  the  account  of  the  other  rural  ïieanues  of  Nor- 
folk, that  it  was  the  office  of  the  beans  to  collect  thefe  voi.vn.  P.2ii. 

.  Vol.  x.  p.  398. 

and  other  dues  from  the  churches  of  their  refpective 
bcanries. 

That  ÎJeans  rural  did  not  always  act  honeftly  in  their 
vocation  of  fy nodal  collectors,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
twenty-firft  canon  of  the  provincial  council  of  Dublin 
(A.D.  mcccxlviii.) — ■"  Statuimus  quod  Mi,  qui  Ùecanos  ru-  ce. m. b.  et  h 
raks  eligunt,  pro  hujufmodi  îïecants  ruraltlius,y2  in  officio  °  'v' 
maleverfati  fuerint,  feu  de  perquifïtis  et  fynodalibus  loci 
diœcefano  minime  fatisfecerint,  pro  illis  refpondeant  et  fatif- 
faciant  competentèr,  et  Jî  per  minijlrum  fuerit  initiatus, 
qubd  ipfe  refpondeat  pro  affumpto." 

The  council  of  Augsburg  (A.D.  mdcx.)  under  Bilhop  ce.  GermanUe, 
Henry  à  Knoringen  bids  titans  rural  to  be  faithful  in  col-  °' 
lecting  cathedratica,  firft-fruits,  and  fubjidies  of  charity 
— "  Ad  cathedraticum,  primarios  fructus,  fubfidia  chari- 
tativa,  et  id  genus  alia  quod  attinet,  becanus  cum  came- 
rario  fe  in  illis  more  antiquo  colligendis,  fidèles  prœjtent, 
additâ  etiam,  fi  opus  fuerit,  ne  ecclejia  veteri  fuo  jure 
privetur,  arreftationeT  And  nearly  the  fame  words 
appear  in  an  earlier  council  of  Confiance  (A.D.  mdlxvii.) 
under  Cardinal  Sitic.  See  ^ppcnbtx,  Continental  Docu- 
ments, diocefes  of  Augsburg  and  Confiance, 

Another  epifcopal  tribute,  denominated  Pentecojtals, 
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or  Wh'itfini-farthlngs  (lb  called  from  the  ufual  time  of 

payment),  was,  probably,  alfo  collected  by  the  beans  rural 

;  though  no  example  thereof  has  occurred  to  my  notice. 

GiWbn's  Codex  !  They  were,  at  firft,  oblations,  but  grew,  by  degrees,  into 

Tit.  XLii.    ,J  '       .      '  '         &      '    J  .    &  7 

cap.  ix.  p.  976.   fixed  and  certain  payments,  from  every  parifh  and  every 

houfe  in  it.    In  fome  cathedrals,  beans  and  prebendaries 

are  entitled  to  receive  thefe  offerings;  and  in  others, 

again,  they  are  paid  to  the  archdeacons.    See  Ayliffe's 

Parergon  I.C.A.  p.  434. 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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